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EDITORIAL 

Hooray! 
We are back to a 'Light Blue Touchpaper' 
now that the offending cartridge has, at last, 
been repaired. 

This issue is a bit thin due to the paucity of 
reader's letters but does contain some good 
news concerning developments on the North 
Site and reports of the Reunion. 

Despite some sad losses during the past year 
our numbers continue to increase and we 
welcome our new 'registrants' to the fold. 

And now for the: 

CHn9S'7:)VlAS }VI'€SSAgE 

[ N. B . If you wish you may delay reading this bit 
until 3pm on 25th December] 

Wishing you all a very 
}Vlerry Christmas 

and with best wishes for 
A Happy New year 

in 199~ 

Norman paul 
Editor 
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BYTES 

The Last (?) Visit to South Site ... 
Although there were no official site visits on the day 
of the Reunion this year there was, what may be the 
last opportunity, a visit by members of the 'Last of the 
Summer Wine Group' prompted by requests at their 
meeting in September, that they'd like to go for their 
annual stroll (or apple scrump) on South Site. 
Consequently, about a dozen were due at Quinton Gate 
on October 18th for a visit arranged through Lynn 
Lennnard. 
In the event it was really hissing down and only 5 brave 
souls actually turned up with an immediate adjourn
ment to Red's Diner (formerly Ernie Perry's Office) 
for coffee. 
We then drove to M343 - how lazy I hear you say, but 
we had only 2 umbrellas between us and didn't want 
to appear at the Reunion soaking wet! M343 was pad
locked so we wandered up to N549 'Wet Mix' to look 
at Charlie Stacey's memorial tree (planted in 1977). 
We then went on to N549. By coincidence Tony 
Whittaker produced some photos at the Reunion later 
that day showing Arthur Witham 'Laying the Lead floor 
in N549). Tony discovered the set of photographs at 
Fort Halstead and these were handed to Ken Bascombe 
for safe keeping and, presumably they will eventually 
be passed to the curator of the Gunpowder Museum. 
We then wandered back towards the cars via the "Box 
and Tray Store' which was open and still harbours many 
interesting items; such as leather Satchels for explo
sive samples, Cordite Boxes and a number of unrec
ognisable (to us) bits of apparatus. There were sleeves 
of Hypalon and silicone rubber marked "for the atten
tion of Gordon Palmer"! 
Finally, before departing to the Reunion, we had a brief 
look at the Elephant Hide floor in M348. Most of it is 
still intact but it's a crazy patchwork of small pieces 
and, as it's only about 6mm thick must have come from 
baby elephants! 
We would have liked to have met Lynn again and had 
an opportunity to visit P708 to view and identify the 
various artefacts that Steve Chaddock has assembled 
there but time did not allow. 
As the title above suggests, this may well have been 
the last chance to visit South Site as Lynn expects the 
site to be sold to developers within the year. 
Bryan Howard 

ROGUES GALLERY 
at the Reunion 

Near the door for a quick get away 

Stuck in the Bar - as usual! 

Strategic positioning -
keeping an eye on the food but not 
straying too far from the Bar! 

Photos courtesy of Paul Burnham 

See later for Reunion report and 
more candid shots. 

., 



REUNION 1996 
Although numbers were down somewhat this year the Reunion was, once again, a very successful occasion. 
We had expected about 165 people, and as always some extras turned up at the last minute, but this was offset 
by about 15 who had booked but were unable to attend due to a valiety of reasons. Despite this the hall still 
seemed fairly full and there didn't seem to be any lack of conversation. 

You may remember that Freda Titford produced some paintings of the North Site which were displayed in the 
Abbey museum at the start of the year. Unfortunately this wonderful collection of paintings was dispersed to 
the four winds as eager buyers snapped them up as mementoes of the old days. We were, however, fortunate 
in that a number of these were kindly brought to the Reunion by their owners for a mini display. 

Once again the caterers did a superb job, but that obviously has an impact on the cost which had to be in
creased this year. Still, it didn't seem to put many people off and I believe that the bar also did quite well! 

Being aware of some comments earlier in the year regard
ing the slow progress on the future of the North Site we 
invited along the Chairman of the Steering Committee, Don 
Spinks, to bring us up to date on the current situation. He 
was accompanied by Liz Webster, local councillor, who 
also has a strong interest in the site development. 

Don gave us the full history of the negotiations that have 
been taking place and expressed the intentions and views 
of the Steering Committee as to the establishment of the 
museum. He explained that nothing could be done until 
the result of the bid for Lottery Funds was known but that 
this decision was imminent and that he was very confi
dent of success. He also praised the Ministry of Defence 
for their assistance, not least the significant sum of money 

Introducing Don Spinks 

provided for future running of the museum site. (apologies for the quality of this photo - blame the dark curtains l ) 

There still seems to be continuing support for the Reunions and we have every intention of holding another 
next year at which we hope that it may be possible to arrange a site visit - who knows! We may even be able to 
hold a reunion on site in the future! 

Financial arrangements worked out very well this year with an earlier booking form which enables us to pay 
deposits on hall and to caterers. In trying to keep the cost down there is little scope for holding a reserve fund 
and we appreciate those who booked early. 

One last thing- does anyone have any ideas for extra 'activities' for future reunions. Displays, speakers, a quiz? 
Or would you all rather just drink, eat and talk! 



REUNION GALLERY 

Electronically scanned and images 
edited ...... 

I feel that these could have 
been better but I'm trying out 
a new scanner and not sure if 

I've got the hang of it yet! Ed. 

Photographs kindly provided 
by Paul Burnham .... . . 

Laser printed 
and photocopied 
for Touchpaper ... .. 



NORTH SITE NEWS 

II £6,500,000 '" II 

Yes! £6.5 million pounds has been secured from the Heritage Lottery Fund for the development of North Site 
as a National Explosives Museum. English heritage regards it as the most important site of its kind in Europe, 
if not the world. A large part of the site is classified as a Site of Special scientific interest with the highest 
conservation listing as an Ancient monument with 21 listed buildings (but we knew that anyway). 

This money is the start of an estimated £14.8 million development that is expected to take 3 years to com
plete. A further £2.8 million is expected from private sector investment and the MoD has provided an endow
ment fund of £5.5 million. The endowment is money held in trust as a capital investment and the interest on 
this will provide the future running expenses of the museum site. 

This is the news that we have all been waiting for and which was hinted at by Don Spinks in his talk at the 
recent Reunion. It has been said, many times, that it will be important to involve local people and especially 
those who worked at the Establishment and we have been told that there will be opportunities for us all to 
have some input into the project. A call for volunteers is likely. 

Touchpaper will keep you informed of developments and our register of members has been identified as an 
valuable resource for the future - although not too distant since we are all getting older! 

SOUTH SITE NEWS 

Not such a happy tale here! There is still so much uncertainty over the future of the South Site with apparent 
conflict between the developers and the local council. 

The situation is getting very political and there is still much concern over decontamination. How much is 
necessary, how will it be carried out and, of course, how much will it cost. 

Although the South Site has a shorter history than the North it is still contains many important features and 
historical aspects. It is heartening to know that at least a number of artefacts are being preserved for inclu
sion in the North Site development. 

It isn't easy to find out exactly what is being planned or negotiated but we will continue to bring you any 
news and developments we hear. 



,----------, 
I QUIZMAS I L __________ .J 

A question for each day of Christmas 

XD 1. Who introduced the custom of Christmas Trees to England? 

XD2. Which Scandinavian country provides the traditional Christmas Tree in 
Trafalgar Square each year? 

XD3. Which country was the turkey originally native to? 

XD4. What is the Royal Navy tradition regarding the serving of Christmas Dinner? 

XDS . When is St. Nicholas's Day; Dec 1, Dec 6, Dec 19 or Dec 24 ? 

XD6. What day is Twelth Night? 

XD7 . What day is the Feast of Stephen? 

XD8. Apart from 'me and my true love' how many persons in the "Twelve Days 
of Christmas" ? 

XD9. How many birds in "Twelve Days of Christmas" ? 

XD 1 0. Which of these is the odd one out; 
Blazer, Blitzen, Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Comet, Cupid ') 

XDl1. Who wrote the song "White Christmas" ? 

XDI2. Who, in 1982, sang "Blue Christmas" ? 

... and here are a few non-seasonal extra questions: 

NS 1. Some months have 31 days, some have 30, how many have 28? 

NS2. Divide 30 by 1/2 and add 10, ansv.:er? 

NS3 Which country has a Fourth of July, America or Britain? 

NS4 If you take two apples from three apples what do you have? 

All answers in our next issue 
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