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f RECENT  NITRO-GLYCERINIE
! EXPLOSION,

[ TURTE ERORS RECKIVE  REGOGNITION: .
( A pleasing cevemony was performed at the Cordile

THIE

Works on  Wednesday, when Mr  Williani 7. i
Thompson (chemist in charge, Guneollon Factory),
My Robert  Roberison (chemist in charge, Nitro-
| Glycerine I"actory), and Mr David Wright (foreman
J of nitro-glycerine) received ‘inngible recognition for
| gallantry displayed by them at the lamentable
| explosion at the Nitro-Glycerine Works on the 7th
! of May, 1894, Not only did these gentlemen receive |
ab the time the approbation of the Press and towng- :

| men, but on Wednesday they were complimented
I for their prompt display of courage by Government
,nﬂicinls of high standing who were visiting the

factories.  These officials were Lord Monkswell
j(linder Sceretary of State for War), Mr Woodall,

ALP. (Financial Seeretary), Dr, Anderson, D.G.0.1.,
! Golonel Sale, R.J5., Dr. Kellner, Mr Brade (scevetary
i to Lord Monkswell), Mr Gibson (private secretary to

| Mr Woodall), and My A. C. Strange  (assistant
i privale secretary {o the Seerctary of State).  They
, were met by Golonel Ormsby (superintendent of the
! factory) and Captain Huleatt, R.13. (works depart-
pment). After making a detour of the Gunpowder
I Works, the party arvived at the Cordite Works in the
! cleciric lnunel © The Spark,” where they were mot
i at the landing stage by Captain Nathan, Licutenant
| Bnekle, and  Mr John Thomson (manager of
% Guncotton, Nitro-glycerine and Cordiie Factories). |
| A visit was paid to the guncotton deparbment, after
[ which the parly assembled outside the labatory |
f and manager’s oflice,  Here were gathered My -
!

W. T Thomson, Mr Robertson, Mr Wright, and
M Barker, together with 200 employees. The
’s:m’nc was a prelty one. A capital view of the
! Abbey Church and town in the distance, and near at
]hzmd, the green pasture, the red buildings, and
I =till closer, the gathering of men, some clad in
,f hright red, others in black, whilst a third scetion
iw;w composed  of Dblues and whites from the
i machinery department, not to speak of the sprink-
’3i|1;; in the orvdinary every day costume. My
| Woodall, M.P., stepped forward, and Colonel
’ Ormshy introduced Mr Thomson, after which My
|
|
i
J
]
i

Woodall said a pleasant duty devolved upon him in
the absence of Mr Campbell-Bannerman.  Thai,
vight hon. gendleman had been unwell, and he !
vould have heen preséut, bub that he thought that
the jomrney wonld call for too wmueh cexertion,
However, he (My Woodall) was glad to compliment
the three gentlemen [Messrs. Thomson, Roberlson,
and Wright], who distingaished themsclves on the
7l of May last year—ina way which he ventured to !
say was heroie - by ‘
BAUT PRESENCE OF MIND
inthe discharge of duty, which probably had the eficet
col saving life and which was entirely effectual in
preserving Governmend property.  When engaged
in processes which were necessarily dangevons they
must realise constantly how important it was that
every one engaged should be constantly attentive to
every detail of duty, not only withregard to thoir own
interest, but to the interests of those aronnd them.
The act performed by the three gentlemen before
him would doubless live in their grateful memories,
He hoped that the recogaition they would receive
would not be ealled o reward, but would be 2
refreshing reminder of their deed, and act as a further
stimulus—if such be required—in  the further
discharge of thejr dutios,” Probably all of them
remembered the
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PORTUNATE AND MYSTERIOUS BXDLOSION
which sent inio inglant cternily four of their fellow
workers.  The deionation that caused the explosion
wae clearly fobowed by a second cxplosion, so cloge
that it was difiicult to distinguish them, These left
the mixing house standing.  In {his house was
quantity of explosive. Ilad {hat remained probably
their would have been a ihird explosion, carrying
mischiel and injury in its train. The 1){'«)50115(:»(1?
mind to which he had referred : the instant conrace, |
without hesitation or any feeling of danger, |
prompted these three gentlemon to 7o and drovn |
the charge was most se viceable and most valuabie, J
Mr Woodall then ressived from Colonel Opshy
Ieather case in which was oo gold demi-hunley
wabeh, with gold albert chain aitached, Y hie ]
handed to Mr Thomsen, ab the samoe time ey o
the pleasire it gave him to do 0.\ sim
presentalion was minde to My Robertson, with »
s00d wish, and also to My Weieht,  1n Bauding the
viabeh to the latter, 3lr Woodhall w understond
ay that Lis (Mr Wright's) piort o
rabefully apprecialed by those who w
‘he ofiicials then el the works amid
toi the wen, Tha watehos were mad
stablishnient of Sir John Bennett, of wside,
iach bears an inscription like unto the l(;l}-.;\\‘itx;;, !
wespective of the name j—

Presented to J:f
W. T THOMSON, A
In recagnition of !
GO0 NERVICH ;
At the Ixploson of Nitro-Glycorine, ic
(

At Royal Gunpowder Factory, i
CTth May, 1894, I~ -
After the oflicials had leit the scene the men I ¢
i

I

ispersed, some to their work and others (o their | o
omes.  Thus ended a pleasant ceremony, whioh is | |
bright side to a durk puge in bhe history of fhe !
oyal Gunpowder Tactory, i
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