


"To the ,I'd and otller of tl1eQleen' SOlOS 110nourab e Prtvy COtUlcl1. Franc16 Lee, 
gunpowder maker, wlsneth a 1 haa th and fellcly. 

91 1 Samuel. haD- 13. Verse la. 'There was n , 1 tll found throughout the and of 
I rae le t the Hebrews should maKe them aword and pears jf. 

"So now no po'll1er made tor her Hlghne a in England, but provision made out or fore1gn 
parts as or late trom Barbary, Hamburg and Antwerp r411ch provis1ons in tbe time or the 
DUke D'Alva ware cut ort. 

"In wlllcb e traml ty your petl tloner d1d make 100 last ,or l>OWd trom sal tpetre 
- gath red in this realnl 'to the p orl t ot h' Hlgbne s tor he e 1 verea "'erpent1ne &.t8d ' 

pound and corn DoWder at 9d Whlchwas UO .a ;Last cheaper than the foreign provision @f/ Yet 
1 t la nowthougbt by Her HIghness and Counel better to pay £10 more a. 1 t tor forelgn 
provisIons than to ha.ve her ubjecta houses dlged .,... Whe eupon groweth thl further Inoon 
venlence that they send over powder made or unretlned saltpetre whIoh at tl at appears 
very good, but Don appears ~olat ana fIlthy to the OS8 ot the money la1 torthand <11.9-
appol QatiIlt 0 r her Maj'esty's att lr,s. ' 

"Th1s may be avolded by the pravl lon of sa.ltpetre trom overseas WhIch can be store<1· 
and turned lnto gunpowder when ne e . ry, In th1s way avoiding he rlak.so! 11 el 11gbtn~ 

I 

lng and other mishap (whl -h Ood forbld) 1 to a r Ire or al tpett'e may be put out, wnereas 
a spark 1n Gunpowder overwheuneth all • 

• Whereas it 1 allege tnat HerMaJ esty mlgl1t sutter great loss by the running out or 
wasting ot saltpetre It Itwere stOred, the truth ls that 10 8 of this klnd whIch have 
happe led l:i ve only been by want or skill In him that made choIce thereof - On kllfu man 
:can pre ,erve th p tre and deliver powder we1ght tor weight and a cheap the sa tp,etre 
1 bought and then Her 11 je ty shall be tllrnl ' hed w1 Ch good ' tutt and horta e, danger and 
illg1ng void d. 





16 BRITISH EXPLOSIVES INDUSTRY

was ordered to buy saltpetre, sulphur, and charcoal to be sent to the

Castle of Brest, and in 1414 Henry V decreed that no gunpowder should

be taken out of the Kingdom without special licence. Henry VI in 1457

appointed as Master of the Ordnance for life John Judde, merchant of

London, who was skilled in the devising of warlike instruments, and

had made at his own expense sixty guns called serpentines, and twenty
tons of "

stuff for gunpowder of saltpetre and sulphur."

We find in 1512 a Th. Hart making gunpowder in Rochester

Castle, and in 1514 a house let by the new Hospital of our Lady

Bishopsgate Without for the making of gunpowder; further, the

appointment of Hans Wolf, a foreigner, to be one of the King's gun-

powder makers in the Tower of London and elsewhere, and in 1531

Thomas A Lee, one of the King's gunners, to be principal searcher

and maker of saltpetre. In 1555 Henry Reve erects a gunpowder mill

on a parcel of pasture ground called " The Crenge," in Rotherhithe,

and in 1559 there are already tenders by the powder makers for the

supply of gunpowder. In 1562 John Thomworth of Waltham is in

treaty, on behalf of Queen Elizabeth, for the purchase of saltpetre,

sulphur and bow staves for barrels, and presumably a powder-mill

existed there at that time. In 1562 three gunpowder makers, Bryan

Hogge, Robert Thomas and Francis A Lee tendered for the supply

of gunpowder, the same Lee being described in the particulars of

leases of Elizabeth in 1578 as gunpowder maker to the Queen, and

having a gunpowder mill and pond
"
in the tenure of Thomas Lee,

deceased and now of Francis Lee, his son, in Rotherhithe, near the

Thames." This was probably the mill erected by Reve in 1555.. It is

to be noted, however, that in a petition in 1575 Lee calls himself
" Francis Leigh, gunpowder maker to the Council," and says that he

and his father and brother have been for fifty years
" The greatest

dealers therein, and he has all the implements." The gunpowder mill

at Leigh Place, near Godstone, in Surrey, which existed about 1560,

and was later on the property of the Evelyns, may well have also been

erected by the Lees or Leighs. In 1576 one John Bovyat seems to




