


Powder boats 

The boats used in the Mills varied in size but kept to two basic patterns. The first was 
pointed or ship-ended at both ends and the other swim or square-ended at both ends 
so that they did not need to be turned but could be towed or poled from either end by 
men. There is no evidence that horses were ever used; possibly the thought of a horse 
bolting with a boat containing sometimes sensitive cargo was not considered good H 
& S practice! 

Both types were carvel-built in timber and most had barrel shaped roofs although 
some of the swim-ended craft were just hulls. All the craft used within the mills were 
built using phosphor bronze nails and fittings. The hull and the cabin framing were 
made of sturdy timbers but the roof cladding was of canvas covered light planking. 
The canvas was to prevent contamination of the cargo from foreign bodies and the 
light planking allowed explosive force to dissipate in the event of an accident. There 
is, however, no record of one of these boats exploding at Waltham Abbey. 

Following historical practice, the term "powder boat" is used for the smaller "on-site" 
craft. "Powder barge" applies to the larger sailing craft used for longer distance 
transport. 

The table below shows the so-far discovered details of the powder boats at Waltham 
Abbey. The records are held at the National Archives at Kew. 

Date Boat Notes 

__ ?_~~~_:_~.~~_~ ___ ._. ___ . __ . _______________ .________ g~.ger !~~ covered b_~ats tO~~~~_~_~~_~~!1ir~It~ ous~: ______________ _ 
25.3.1814 Five Barges, nine Powder Boats, two Ballast Barges, six 

Punts worth £ 1140 1 Os 7Y..d shown on abstract of works. 

1827 Establishment: 3 boatmen, powder punts. 2 bargemen 
transporting gunpowder, stores, etc 

30.9.1858 . ·-Cove-re-irSoats--·-----·-··- -Annu-arCTstonSrciil-ance Boats-30. 9~T858------------------------------
....... --.. --... -.. --....... -.... --.----.- ... ---.. ---.. -----.--.. -.-.-.... ----.-.... -----.-........ -.... -.. ---- --3"6'--2'-,-x-S'-fO"--x--2;-S'---------------------------------------------------.---
---- ----- -------------------------------f-27'4"x5'T6"X2'8'--------------------

29' 3" x 8' x2' 1" ---.... -... - .. ----.-.--.-- _._ .. _-_._-_._ .. _._._. __ .. __ .. _. __ .. _._-----_._--1--._---------------------.--------------------
24' 8" x 5' 9" x 2' 2" 

_ .... __ ._--_._------- -----------------_ .. _----.-. ----.---------.----------------.------------~----------
25' x 5' 9" x 2' 2" 
30' 3" x 6' x 3' 1" 

.. _ .. _ ..... _ ... _ .. __ .. _ ... __ .. _ .. _. -----.---.--------.-.--.-- ---- -------------------_._------------_._--
25' 6" x 8' x 2' 1" _ ...... __ ... _._ ........ _ ... _ ... -...... _ ... -.... _ .... _ ... _ ..... __ ....... -... _._-_ ... __ ._._ .... _ .. --_.-..... _ .. __ ._-_._ ... _-_._ .. --2Si--:ff-,i-x--gi--1-01'-x213i,-----------------------.-----------------.-------~~--

30' 5" x 5' 11" x 2' 1" 
.-......... -.--... - .. ------... -.- ... -.-... -.-----------.------.. -.. -.-------.. --------.. _----1---------------------------_._-----------------------------

30' 2" x 5' 11" x 2' 1" 
29' 5" x l' 10" x 2' 1 " 

.---.. --.--... ----.-- -·---·-·-·--·-··---··-----------------+ -28'--8'-'--x--1' 4" x 3' 2" -------------------------------------.-
... _ ....... -... -.--............ _ .. _. __ .. _- .--.-.--.-.. --.---.--... --.--... ~-.-.-.. --.. ------.... ---_._----------------------------------------------------_._---_._-----_._---

_________ . __ .___ _gE~~ __ ~_~~!~. ____________ . ________ ~?~ __ t: __ ~_~:_~_~_: __ ~~:_~~ _____________________________________________ . __ 
15' 7" x 5' 9" x l' 5" --.-...... -.. -.... -.... -...... -.. ----.. - -----.. -.---.---... -.---..... ---.-.------.-.-------.-- --fS'--T'x-4'2''")(1'-j'----------·-------·-----------------------.-------.---------.----

_ ... _ .................. _ .... _ .. _ .... _-----_.- _ ... _-_._--_. __ ._-----_._----_._-_._--_ .. _--- -------- -----_._-------------------------
26' 8" x l' 7" x l' 10" 
28' 8" x 8' 9" x 2' 6" ..... -.. --... -.... -.. --.-.-.----.-.---.--.. ----... -... -.--... -.-.. --..... ----.-.-----.--.. -.. --... --.-.-.- ·-18;5"-,,6-,-4",,-2'3"--------------------·------·------.-----.------.-------------

_ .......... _._ ... _ .. _ ... _ .... _._._-_. __ . --_._--_._._. __ ... -.--_. __ ._-----_ .. _---.- ---_._-------._----_._--------_._-----_._----------_.------------_._---_._---------
18' 10" x 5' 6" x l' 11 " 

.. _----_._--- -------------_._---'--



28' 8" x 8' 2" X 2' 6" 
f--.------ ---·------------------+-2-,...,8,-,-' ""'-8"'-" x---'-8'-, 2--""-x-2-' -6~"-----------.----------
--------- ---_._--------------- --,-----------------_._-

20' x 7' 2" X 2' 5" 
----T869-------------------- There were 15 covered boats varying in size between 21' and 

3~' in length and 5' 11" and 8' 6" in width for carrying coals, 
wood, stores as well as acting as ferryboats. (Powderbarge 
WO) 




