


THE ROYAL GUNPO\VDER FACTORY - WALTHA IVI ABBEY 

NUMBER OLD SERI ES I ~CI EVIL ,,\L\'ll ;lJ~ ,'\,(; ,1\ , 

H1 TL 37638 00938 

NAME/FUNCTlON START D;\TL U,D I) /\ TL 

Store 

NO PHOTOGRAPHY 
AVAILABLE 

CARTOGRAPHI C DEl'l C rl ON I)()( 'L\II \T/\" 1 I\l XLI\I : .'\CLS 
1972 ERDE Li st: Store 
1992 RARDE List: Store 
1992 FBRC Store 

PI-[OTOGRAPI-IY PHOTOGRAPHY 
HISTO IUC RClI :-dL 

RELATI ONSI-I I PS 'WITI-I OTI-IER MONUivI ENTS 

ASSOCIATED WITI-I: 112,1-13,1-15,1-16,1-11 0,1-1 11 ,1-132.1-166.1-172 

I CONDITION Demolisileci I 
DESCRIPTION 

4) DIMENSIONS i) L 6.6111 ii) W 2.92111 

5) This modern building was demolished in 1992. a concrete floor slab remains , 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHAM ABBEY 

NUMBER O LD SE IUES RCII ,vIL :\L.;YIIlLR \;,( ,. IZ . 

H2 TL 37625 00923 

NAME/FuNcnoN ST;\ IZT DA Il, L:\I) I)AIT 

Store 

NO PHOTOGRAPH Y 
AVAILABLE 

CARTOGRA PHI C D EPICIIO N 1)( )(L\'I L\I.\ IZ ') IZI TLlZL\c:J:S 
1972 ERDE List: Store 
1992 RARDE List. Store 
1992 FBRC Flammable Gas Store 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

I 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

I 
HISTORIC RClI i'vll : 

RELATIO NS HIPS WIT H OTH E R MONUMENTS 

ASSOCIATED WITH: H 1,1-I 3,H6,H 10,1-111 ,1-132,1-166,/-171 

I 
CO ND IT ION Demo lish eci 

I 
DESCRIPTIO N 

4) DIMENSIO NS i) L 6.11ll ii) W 3111 

5) Mode rn building demolished in 1992, concrete floor slab rem ains. 
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THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHAM ABBEY 

NUMBER 

H3 

NA iYIE/ FUNCTION 

Solvent store 

OLD SERIES 

CA RTOGRA PHIC DEPICTION 

PHOTOGRAPH Y 
HISTORIC 

IZCII ML :\L ,VIIlU{ 

TL 37629 00925 

SU\ RT DA IL I::, J) J)A IL 

1) RARDE list 1992 - Solvent store 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
II, C II ~1 L 
1) 206/ S/ 30 17 Mar 1993 Floor slab from East 

RELATIONSH IPS WITH OTHER MONU ivlENTS 

ASSOCIATED WIT H : / 

CONDITION Demol ished 

D ESCRIPT I O!" 

4) D IME;\SIO!"S i) L 5.-1m ii ) W 3m 

5) Modern building demolished in 1992, concrete floor slab rem ains . 

I 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHA IVI ABBEY 

NUMBE R 

H5 

NAME/FUNcnON 

Store 

OLD SERIES 

CARTOGRAPHIC DEP ICTION 

PHOTOGRAPH Y 
I-IISTORlC 

RELATIO NS I-lIPS WITH OTHER MONUiVIENTS 

ASSOCIATED WITH : 1-II ,H2,H3,116,Hll ,I-I32,H66,H71 

CO NDITION (lood 

DESCIUPTIO N 
1) CONSTRUCrIONAL MATERIA L 

Prc-cC:lst" cOl1crere slabs 

2) ROOF ivlATE" IA LS f\ND STR UCT URE 
Corrugated asbestos 

3) PO WER SOU RCE 
Electricit y 

4) DIMENSIONS i) L 

5) Modern garage. 

ii) W iii) HT 

Rc:t I M L i'\ L' \1 IlLlZ '\( i.I' 

TL 37628 00936 

STi\"T DAIL 

I)()CU \ ,11 :.'\'1,\" Y "ITI :1,1::\( TS 
1972 ERDE List , Store 
1992 RARDE List. Store 
1992 FBRC Radiation 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
RCI 1\ '1 L 
1) 206/ S/ 36 17 Mar 1993 From East 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHAM AB BEY 

NUMBER O LD SERIES I~C I- l iVIL ,\L;VII1 U, "( ;. IC 

H6 TL 37620 00933 

NA ME/FU NCnON ST A RT I);\"I"L I " J) I) /\ "I"L 

Store 

NO PHOTOGRAPH Y 
AVAILAB LE 

CARTOG RA PHI C D E PI CT ION 1) ( lCL\,II :""I".\ I, Y RIT I : RI: .'\ U ':S 
1')7:] L1 , J)L l. iSl . SlOre 
1')')1 I, /\ I, J)L l"isl : Sl o re 
I ')'J2 FIlRC 1,,,d,"IILln 

PI-IOTOGRM' I-IY PHOTOGRAPHY 
H ISTORI C RClI ML 

1) 206 / S j 36 17 Mar 1993 From East 

RELAT IO NSI-IJPS WITH OTHER MO NUMENTS 

ASSOCIATED WITl-I: I-I l ,1-l2,I-I3,I-l5,1-l10,1-l 11,l-i32, H66, 1-l 71 

I CO NDITIO N Gooe! I 
D ESCRI PT ION 
1) CONSTRUCTIO NA L MAT E IUA L 

PIe-cast co ncre te s labs 

2) RO O F ivlAT E RIA LS AN D STR UCT U I, E 
Co rru ga ted asbes tos 

3) PCl WE R S() U RCE 
E lec lr icil y 

4) D livlENS IO NS i) L ii ) W iii ) HT 

5) Mode rn g a rage. 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHAM ABBEY 

NUMBER 

H7 

NAME/FUNCTION 

O LD SERIES 

186 

Cordite Reel drying stove 
Laundry 
Magazine 

CI'. RTOGRA I'IIIC J)U' ICT IOi\' 

c1910 
c1910 
191 7 
1917 
1919 
c1920 
1923 
1932 
> 1940 
1954 
c1960 
c1963 
1972 
1972 
1976 

WASC 900/ 65 ; Reel Drying Stove NO.l 
WASC 900/79 ; Ree l Drying Stove NO.1 
WASC 900/70; Ree l Drying Stove No .1 
WASC 900/ 72 ; 186 
WASC 900/ 74; 186 
WASC 900/ 80 ; 186 
WASC 900/ 84 ; 186 
WASC 900/ 87 ; 186 
WASC 900/9 1A ; 186 
A - B.34 ; H7 
WASC 900/ 94 ; H7 
WASC 900/ 97 : H7 
WASC 900/102: H7 
WASC 900/104: H7 
WASC 900/113: H7 

PI-IOTOGRAP I-I Y 
1-I1STO IU C 

RELATIONS HI PS W[T I-I OTH E R MONUMENTS 

ASSOCIATED WIT 1-I : 1-18. 1-110, H l2 

COND IT IO N GO(1d 

RC llfvl E NUivl l1ER ,\,.(j I{ 

TL 37560 01100 

ST I'. RT D;\ TI: 

1904 
1916? 

1:;'\1) I) /\TL 

1916? 

DOCUMENTARY REFERENCES 
1908 

c1925 

c1945 

Plan : 
H07 

1972 
1992 
1992 
1993 

RGPF Ledger WASC 1509 + WASC 1764 . Reel 
Drying Stove.Truck Porcll.Traverse.bui lt 1904 
p20 
RGPF Ledger WASC 1680 : Reel Drying 
Stove ,Truck Porch ,Traverse H7 
RGPF Ledger WASC 1508; Reel Dryi ng 
Stove.Truck Porch.Traverse H7 

BOl - B08 : Plans and Elevations? to 1961 

ERDE List: Magazine and Store 1916 
RARDE List : Magazine 
FBRC Class 1 Explosives 

RCHME NBR No 91448 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
I{C II,\ 'II: 
1) 206/ H/ 12 02 Feb 1993 From South East 

206/ T / 6 17 Mar 1993 From South West 
206/ T / 7 17 Mar 1993 Cordite Reel drying stove in 
traverse 

206/ T / 32 17 Mar 1993 Expense Magazine from South 
East 

2) BB92/ 26052 H7 Cordite Reel Magazine view from 
South East 

BB92/ 26248 H7 Entrance view from West showing 
Toe Board between Dirty and Clean Area 

BB92/26343 H7 RGPF Drawi ng H7 B.06 Proposed 
Reel Stove 



DESCRIPTIO N 
1) CONST IZUCT IONAL MATER IA L 

Brick in English bonci 

2) ROOf' Mr\TER IA LS AND STRUC'TURE 
Roo fin g fe ll over lilllbel· boarcis anci s ingle ais le Fink truss 

3) PO WE R S()URCE 
Electricit y forlll e rl y also stea lll hear 

4) D IM E NS IO NS i) L 26.65111 ii ) W 9.57111 iii ) I-IT eave 3.-1111 

5) See a ttachecl RCI-IME Threate ned Builciings Sec ti o n Report 



ROYAL COMMISS ION ON THE HISTOR ICAL MONUMENTS OF ENG LAND 

M OD Building Nos H7 and H8 
Ree l Drying Stoves 

NBR No : 91448 
NGR : TL 37560 001100 

The Roya l Gunp owd er Fa ct ory 
W alth am Abbey 
Essex 

These buildings are a match ing pair of Reel Drying Stoves which were built in 1904 on the Great Hoppit site of the Royal 
Gunpowde r Factory. They each conta ined a single large room wi th racks for drying cordite. Cordite reels we re brought here 
for drying before reeling in a separate building (H10). 

Of one storey, th ey each have a rectangul ar plan of eight bays and are constructed of ye ll ow brick laid in English bond , w ith 
"truck porches" at the north and south ends. 

-00000-

Situated on th e Great Hoppit part of the site of the Royal Gunpowde r Factory at Waltham Abbey . these buildings were built in 

1904 as a pair of Reel Drying Stoves. Bu ild ing No. H7 and Build ing no. H8 to its south we re almost identical and we re known 

as Reel Drying Stove 1 and Ree l Dryi ng Stove 2 respecti ve ly.' Cordite would have been pressed in other building such as the 

former gunpowder mill buildings , then dried in one of these Stoves before it was taken to a Reeling House for winding. 

Surrounded by earth traverses on the Great Hoppit site of the Royal Gunpowder Factory. both building s have overall dimensions 

of 26 ,65 x 9.57 metres , with a height to the eaves of 3.4 metres. They have a rectangul ar plan of eight bays. with "truck 

porches" at the north and south ends 2 

The porches, to which tramways origi nall y ran , each con tain the remains of a "barrier board " approximately 200 mm high . As 

a safety precaution to preven t g rit and dust entering the building. the 2 worke rs had to stand on a special "shoe board " an d 

don leather over-boots before stepping over the barrier board into the bu ilding ." From the porch , each building was entered 

on th e north and south sides through a wi de doorway which had a cambered head of brick. 

Each building was a single large room containing racks for drying tile cordite reel s. " When the buildings were first built in 

1904, acetone was used in the cordite mixing process. The drying process was to remove the ace tone from the cord ite . Steam 

pipes, associated witll the drying , entered the building at the north and south ends of tile building. as wi tne sse d by blocked 

round open ings at the east and west sides of the north and soutil elevation s. 

The building s are constructed of yellow brick laid in English bond and have plinth s of chamfered brick which respect the 

Although the buildings are aligned north-north-west to south-south-east. for clarity in this report they are 
described as if they were aligned north to south. 

Ledger c1908 , cat. WASC 1509 (PRO, Hayes Repository) and drawings of "Proposed Ree l Stove , Great 
Hoppit . RGPF" , undated , cat. H7.B.06 (MOD Central Di sposals Unit. Chessington). 

Although describing safety precautions on the site some four years before these Reel Drying Stoves we re 
built , the function of shoe board s and barrier boards is outlined in an article "The Dead li est Spot near 
London " by Alfred Arkas in The Penny Pictorial Magazine. No. 35. Vol 3.3 February 1900. cat. WASC 412. 

Drawings of "Proposed Reel Stove , Great Hoppit. RGPF". undated. cat. H7 .B.06 (MOD Central Disposals 
Unit , Chessington). 



porches, The porches were of corrugated iron, " The roof trusses were of iron. The main roof of each building is hipped and 

has a zinc covering, and the porch roofs are almost fl atO 

Th ere were windows at approximate ly every second bay on the east and west elevations of bOtll buildings. The windows have 

red-brick arched heads and brick closers and were part of the original phase of construc tion , I On the outside of each wi ndow 

was an electric light ," 

Alterations made to Building No, H8 include the replacement of the corrug ated iron fabric of tile porche s with timber fabric , the 

insertion of a small window with a flat head and closers on the east elevation, the subsequent blocking of all the win dows, and 

the insertion of a partitio n wal l in stretcher-bond brick , A new timber porch on the west elevation '" The doors from the porch 

are in the position of an earlier wi ndow, Interrupting the plinth on both the east and west elevations is a small addition with 

a lead-lined floor and a lean-to roof,l o 

In Building No, H7 double doors with cambered heads at the north and south sides Ilave been replaced by square-headed 

double doors of steel. A steel door was also added on the east elevation , All the wi ndows were blocked, New roofing was 

added to both buildings in c1940, following bomb damage, " 

At least latterly the buildings have been used as stores, The interiors we re not inspected at the time of this su rvey, 

Surveyed March 1993 
Report by R L Burge ss 

10 

11 

Ledger c1908 , cat. WASC 1509 (PRO, Hayes Repo sitory) and drawings of "Proposed Reel Stove , Great 
Hoppit , RGPF", undated , cat. H7,B,06 (MOD Central Disposals Unit. Chessington) . 

Ledger c1908, cat. WASC 1509 (PRO, Hayes Repo si tory) and clrawings of "Proposed Reel Stove, Great 
Hoppit , RGPF" , undated, cat. H7,B,06 (MOD Central Di sposals Uni t. Chessington), 

Drawings of "Proposed Reel Stove , Great Hoppit. RGPF", unclatecl. cat. H7,B,06 (MOD Central Disposals 
Unit , Chessington), 

Drawings of "Proposed Reel Stove, Great Hoppit. RGPF", undated , cat. H7B,06 (MOD Central Disposals 
Unit , Chessington), 

Drawing of Reel Stove No, 2: "Additional Load ing Porch " on west side, with barrier board, shoe box and 
gunmetal rail s, dated 10/ 1/ 1941 , cat. H8,B, 15 (MOD Central Disposals Unit , Chessing to n), 

The interior of the addition on the west side was not inspectecl. 

Bomb damage no, 2 reel store 15/ 10/ 1940, cat. WASC 1655/ 66-68 . 

Drawing showing details of new roofing , dated 7,12 ,1940, cat. H7B,04 (MOD Central Disposals Unit , 
Chessington), 



THE ROYAL GUNPOvVDER FACTORY - WALTHA1VI ABBEY 

NUMBER 

H8 

NAME/FUNcnON 

OLD SERIES 

199 

Cordite Reel drying stove 
Magazine 

CARTOGRA PHIC DEPICTIO N 

c1910 WASC 900/65 ; Reel Drying Stove No.2 
c1910 WASC 900/ 79 ; Reel Drying Stove No.2 
1917 WASC 900/70 ; Reel Drying Stove No.2 
1917 WASC 900/ 72 ; 199 
1919 WASC 900/ 74; 199 
c1920 WASC 900/ 80 ; Reel Drying Stove No.2 
1923 WASC 900/84; 199 
1932 WASC 900/ 87 ; 199 
> 1940 WASC 900/91A ; 199 
1954 A - B.34 ; H8 
c1960 WASC 900/ 94 ; H8 
c1963 WASC 900/ 97 ; H8 
1972 WASC 900/ 102: H8 
1972 WASC 900/ 104 : H8 
1976 ~ WASC 900/ 113; H8 

PI-IOTOGRA PI-IY 
I-IISTORl C 
WASC 1655/ 66-68 Bomb damage No.2 reel store 
15.10.1940 

PRO Supply 5 311 . 312 , 314 Parachute bomb damage 
15-Nov-1940 

RELATlONSHIPS W ITH OTHER ivlONUMENTS 

ASSOCIATED W IT H : 1-17, H 10, 1-l12 

CONDITIO N Guod 

START DA I'!: 

1904 

:'-.( i.Il.. 

TL 37580 01018 

D()cU .VII:\T!\ Il. Y Il. l TUl. I :\(TS 

1908 RGPF Ledger WASC 1509 + WASC 1764 : Reel 
Drying Stove.Truck Porcll.Traverse built 1904 
p20 

c1925 RGPF Ledger WASC 1680: Reel Drying 
Stove.Truck Porch.Traverse H8 

c1945 RGPF Ledger WASC 1508 : Reel Drying 
Stove . Truck Porcll.Traverse H8 

1972 ERDE List ; Magazine 1916 
1992 RARDE List: Magazine 
1992 FBRC Class 1 Explosives 
1993 RCHME NBR No.91448 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
RCII\1L 
1) 206/ Hj 11 02 Feb 1993 From South East 

206/ T/ 33 17 Mar 1993 Earthen Traverse from South 
East 
206/ T / 34 17 Mar 1993 From Soutll 
206/ T / 4 17 Mar 1993 Cordite Reel Stove from South 
West 

206/ T / 5 17 Mar 1993 Showing Steam Pipes entering 
SOUtll East corner 

2) BB92/ 26053 H8 Cordite Reel Magazine view from 
South West 

4) 4788/ 14 06051993 



DESCRIPTIO N 
1) CONST IZL CTION/\ L iV!A T E R1 AL 

Brick in Lngl is h bu ne! 

2) ROOlo iV!ATERI ALS AN D STR UCT U RE 
R oofing fe lt ove r tilllbcl' boards and Fink tru ss . o ri gin ally Supply S/ R(ll .11~ shows gah'<Illlst.::d mew1 cove ring. 

3) POWER SOU RCE 
E lec tri city and formerly stea m hea t 

4) DIMENS IO NS i) L 26.75m ii ) W 9.7m iii) I-IT eave 3()Sm 

5) See RCI-I ME T hreate ned Buildings Secti o n Repo rt at th e cnd o f 11 7. 
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THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHAiVI ABBEY 

NUi\-rBE R 

H10 

NAME/ FUNCT ION 

Cordite Reeling house 
Laboratory area 

O LD SE I ~ II~S 

218 

CA RTOGRA PH IC D EPI C I'I ON 

c1910 WASC 900/ 65 ; Ree ling House 
c1910 WASC 900/ 79 ; Ree ling House 
1917 WASC 900/70 
1917 WASC 900/ 72 ; 218 
191 9 WASC 900/ 74; 218 
c 1920 WASC 900/ 80 ; 218 
1923 WAS C 900/ 84; 218 
1932 WASC 900/ 87 ; 218 
> 1940 WASC 900/ 91 A; 218 
1954 A - B. 34 ; H10 
c1960 WASC 900/ 94; H10 
c1963 WASC 900/ 97 ; H10 
1972 WASC 900/ 102 . H1 0 
1972 WASC 900/ 104; HI 0 
1 976 ~ WASC 900/ 113; HI 0 

PHOTOGRA PH Y 
HISTORI C 

RELA T IOi\'SHIPS WITH U f l-II:::R M O i\'Ui"lE~TS 

I~( II \ II '\L \ l l l l . l ~ 

ST ;\ IZT In T I: 

1904 
1950 

'\J ; . I ~. 

TL 37630 00952 

I :, \) \)A II 

1945 
1992 

DOCUMENTARY REFERENCES 

1908 RGPF Ledger WASC 1509 + WASC 1764 ; 
Reeling House /Engine House built 1904 p24 

c1925 RGPF Ledger WASC 1680. Reeling 
House/ Engine House HI0 

c1945' RGPF Leclger WASC 1508; Reeling 
House/ Engine House HI0 

Pl ans; 
HI0 BOl - B18 ; Plans and Elevat ions 1951 to 1984 

1972 ERDE List Lab Area 
1992 RARDE List; Lab Area 
1992 FBRC Explosives laboratory 
1993 RCHME NBR NO.91472 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
RUI .VlI : 
1) 206/ 1/ 35 01 Feb 1993 From South West 

206/ K/ 4 0 1 Feb 1993 From South West 
206/ S/ 35 17 Mar 1993 From Soutll East 

2) BB92/ 26045 HI0 Cordite Reel ing House Laboratory 
view from SOUtll East 

BB92/ 26354 HI0 Reeling House Plan & El evation s 
( Chessington ) 

ASSOCIATED W ITI-I ; pr imary 1-1 7, 1-18, 1-112 ; secoll dil ry 1 1 1 .IE I I3. I I S. II (I. I I II. II ~ I I Ll~. I I (,(, . 1 1 7 1 

COND IT ION Good I 



DESCRIPTION 
1) CONSTRUCnONAL M f\TERlAL 

Bri ck in English bond 

2) ROOf iVI/\TEIUALS AND STRUCTURE 
Roofi ng l'ell over double gable wirh glass 1'001' ligllls 

3) PO WER SUURCE 
Eleclricil), and sream hear 

4) Dl iVIENSIOi\'S i) L 30.85111 ii) W \().J81ll iii) l iT eSlilllale Sill 

5) The building has a double gable with a central dividing spine wall. It is split into four bays by three partition 
walls. The wooden panel between each of the partitions is modern and relates to last use of the building as 
a laboratory. 



ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE HISTOR ICAL MONUMENTS OF ENGLAND 

MOD Building No. H10 
Reeling House 

NBR No: 91472 

NGR: Tl 37630 00952 
The Royal Gunpowder Factory 

Walth am Abbey 
Essex 

Built in 1904 as a Reeling House , this sing le storey building has a double-pile rectangular plan and a double-gable roof. The 
main part of the building is of four bays by two bays, around which a covered way creates a furth er narrow bay on al l sides. 
Reeling of cordite strands took place in three of the four main bays . The covered weste rn end was a tram stop. In the covered 
eastern end was an engine house and off its east side was a landing stage beside the canal. 

The main walls are of yellow brick laid in English bond . Less substantial. the north and south sides of the building were of 
timber construction . The roof is of iron w ith bolted timber purlins. The engine house is weatherboarded. 

-00000-

Situated on the Great Hoppit part of the site of the Royal Gunpowder Factory at Walth am Abbey . ti,e Reeling House was in built 

in 1904. '2 The cordite wo uld have been pressed in other buildings such as the former gunpowder incorporating mills , then 

dried in the Reel Drying Stoves (H7 or H8), before it was brought to this Reeling House for wind ing strands of cordite on reels 

by machinery. 13 

Rectangular in plan, the building is of 30.85 x 16.38 metres and has a height of 16.38 metres. The main part of the building 

is of four bays by two bays, around which a covered way creates a further narrow bay on all sides. Of the main bays, the 

eastern one is a single room, whereas the other three main bays were divided at the centre to form six rooms which carried 

reeling machinery. I" The covered north and south sides were an open corridor. The cove red west end had tramways entering 

from the north and south sides which terminated at a 'shoe board ' in the centre. ,'. Here wo rkers would have had to don 

special leather over-boots before stepping over a barrier board into a corridor and arou nd to either the north and south sides 

where there are two doors to each rOOm 16 At the eastern end of the building , another tramway approached from the north 

side to an engine house , which provided power for the building. East of tilis was a covered landing stage beside the canal, 

where the cordite reels would have been transferred to a barge and transported to othe r parts of the si te. " 

The fi ve partition walls , which are aligned north to south , and the central dividing wa ll , aligned east to west . are constructed 

'2 

' 3 

,. 

15 

16 

17 

Ledger cl 908, cat. WASC 1509. (PRO, Hayes Repository). 

Although describing the process carried out on a building on th e south site of the Gunpowder Factory, an 
article in written in 1900 explains the process of reeling the cordite : The cordite issues from the machine 
in the shape of a continuous yellowish-brown thread of varying thicknesses. It is wound on brass reels by 
machinery. The various sizes are cut by machinery into lengths. each representing the regulation charge 
for the guns for which they are to be used. (The Penny Pictor ial Magazine. No . 35. Vol. 3. Week Ending 3 
February 1900, cat. WASC 412). 

An undated and uncatalogued ink drawing of proposed Reeling House. Great Hoppi t. shows these six 
rooms with ree ling machinery secured to the floor wi th Lewis bolts. (PRO. Hayes Repository). 

Drawing of Plan and Sections of Reeling House , Great Hoppit. RGPF Wal tham Abbey . cat. HlO.B.02 (MOD 
Central Disposals Unit , Chessington ). 

Although describing the process carried out on a building on ti,e south site of the Gunpowder Factory , an 
article in written in 1900 outlines how work ers had to done these immense leatlle r over-boots wh il st 
standing on the shoe board , before they were permitted to cross the wooden barrie r into ti,e building. ~ 
Penny Pictorial Magazine , No. 35 , Vol. 3 , Week End ing 3 February 1900. cat. WASC 412). 

The reels may have been tran spo rted to magazines on ti,e south si te of the Gu npowder Factory and then 
off site for packing. 



of yellow brick laid in English bond . The interior brick walls were rend ered in cement. Th e north and south wall s are of timber 

and glass . The relatively insubstantial side walls and roof could be easily replaced in the event of an explosion . 'u The 

corridors on the north and south sides were originally open. At the ir outer sides are a row of cast iron columns, upon which 

the principals of the roof trusses rest. 

The roof is constru cted of iron with bolted timber pur lins and has a zinc covering. I!, It has a double gab le form. comprisi ng 

four pai rs of trusses. The inner principals rest on the central brick wal l or. in the case of the easternmost main bay. on an RSJ. 

The outer prin cipals extend lower to rest on the columns on the nortll anel south sid es. thereby creating a cover ing for the 

corridor . At the west side the iron roof extends to form a hipped roof over the tramway. The engine house at the east end is 

timber and has a lean·to roof. 

The tie beams of the trusses carried a pair of steam pipes which ran the entire length of the building. '" The tie beams of the 

tru sses in the six ree ling roo ms also carried shafting for the reeling m achinery. Tile machinery was secured to the floor w ith 

Lewis bolts.2 1 The floor may have been lead·covered 22 and that of the engine house was concrete D Tile buil d ing was 

lit both by side windows and skylights and by electric lighting .2
" 

By 1917 the building appears to have ceased functioning as a Reeling House and was used as a Wom en 's Sh ifting Room and 

Landing Site2
" In c1951 it was converted into laboratories. '" The covered way beside tile engine Ilouse appears to have 

been enclosed , using yel low bri ck in stre tcher bond , at this date ." The open corr idors on the north and south sides were 

enclose d in c1 969. 20 

Surveyed March 1993 
Report by R L Burgess 

18 

10 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

"A Handbook of the Manufacture and Proof of Gunpowder . as carned on at the Royal Gunpowder Factory , 
Waltham Abbey ," by Captain F M Smith. Royal Artillery. Assistant Superin tendent. London. 1870. p43 . 

Ledger c1908, cat. WASC 1509 (PRO. Hayes Repository). 

Drawing of Plan and Sections of Reeling House . Great Hoppit. RGPF Waltham Abbey. cat. H10.B.02 (MOD 
Central Disposals Unit , Chessing ton). 

An undated and uncatalogued ink d rawing of proposed Reeling House. Great Hoppit. (PRO, Hayes 
Repository) . 

Th e ledger of c1908 (cat. WASC 1509) states th at th e floor of the reeling house was lead-covered but 
an undated and uncatalogued drawing also at Hayes PRO shows a ceme llt co ncrete floor (PRO, Hayes 
Rep os itory). 

Ledger c1908 , cat. WASC 1509 (PRO, Hayes Repo sitory). 

Undated and uncatalogued ink drawing of propo sed Reeling House. Great Hoppit (PRO, Hayes Repository) . 

25 Site plan of Royal Gunpowder Factory at Wal tham Abbey. 1:2500. as named 13 September 1917. revised 
March 1919 and March 1923, cat. WASC 900/ 84. 

26 

27 

28 

Drawing dated 1/ 1/ 1951 showing benches for alterations to laboratories. cat. H10.B.0 1 (MOD Central 
Di sposals Unit , Chessington) . 

Plans elated 11 / 6/ 1951 fo r enclosure for rectifier at east end of the buildi ng . cat. H.10.B.06 . (MOD Central 
Disposals Unit. Chessington). 

Drawing dated 16/ 5/ 1969 showi ng enclosure of verandahs on tile building. cat. H10.B.09A (MOD Central 
Disposals Unit. Chessington ). 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHA IVI ABBEY 

NUMBER 

H11 

NAME/FUNcnON 

OLD SERIES 

Solvent and chemical store 

CARTOGRA PHIC I)EI'I CflON 

>1940 
1954 
c1960 
c1963 
1972 
1972 
1976 

WASC 900/ 91A 
A - 8.34 : H11 
WASC 900/ 94 : H11 
WASC 900/ 97 : H11 
WASC 900/ 102 , H11 
WASC 900/ 104 ; H11 
WASC 900/ 113 ; H11 

PH OTOGRAPH Y 
I-IISTORI C 

RELATIO NS HII'S WITH UTI-IER MUNUivl E:NfS 

ASSOCIATED WITI-I 1-11. 1-1 2. 1-13. 1-1 5. 1-132. HCll . 11 71 

CONDITIOi': Fall' 

DESCIUPTION 
1) CONSTRUCTIONAL M ATERIA L 

Co ncrete ove r corrugated iron sheering; 

2) ROOF ivlATERIA LS AN D STRUCTURL 
CO llcrere 

3) PO W I:.:!'- SUU II.C:[ 

4) DIMENSIONS i) L 9. 1111 i i) W 4.1111 iii) HT 2.4111 

RCI-IME ;\U\WLlI. 

START Di\TL 

1940? 

DOCUMENTARY REFERENCES 

'di. l( 

TL 37640 00932 

["I) I)i\T I: 

1992 

1972 
1992 

ERDE List. Solvent and Chemical Store 
RARDE List: Solvent and Chemical Store 

1992 FBRC List . H11 ? 

PHOTOG RAPHY 
RCl l rVI !: 
1) 206/ K/ 8 01 Feb 1993 Waste 

206/ K/ 9 01 Feb 1993 From East 
206/ S/ 32 17 Mar 1993 From East 

5) The structure is semi-circu lar in shape fo rmed from cast concrete 6" in t11ickness over corrugated iron. The 
floor is also concrete into which is set a H gi rder along the centre line of the building. 

The building is presumed to be identical to L 197 and RCHME 167. 

H11 was demolished in August 1993 



THE ROYAL GUN POWDER FACTORY - \VALTHA IVI ABBEY 

NUMJ3ER 

H12 
O LD SERI ES 

231 

NAME/ FUNCTI ON 

Cordite Reel Magazine 
No.1 Proof Stand 

CA RTOG R/\ I'III C D EPI C l"lCl N 

c1910 
c1910 
1917 
1917 
191 9 
c1 920 
1923 
1932 
> 1940 
1954 
c1960 
c1 963 
1972 
1972 
1976 

WASC 900/ 65 ; 23 1 
WASC 900/ 79 ; 23 1 
WASC 900/70 ; 23 1 
WASC 900/ 72 ; 23 1 
WASC 900/ 74; 23 1 
WASC 900/ 80 ; 231 
WASC 900/ 84 ; 231 
WASC 900/ 87 ; 231 
WASC 900/ 91A ; 23 1 
A - B.34; H12 
WASC 900/ 94; H12 
WASC 900/ 97 ; H12 
WASC 900/ 102 ; H12 
WASC 900/ 104 ; H12 
WASC 900/ 113; H1 2 

~( i .R. 

ST/\ I ~T I )A I"I : 

1904 
1947 

DOCUMENTARY REFERENCES 

TL 37630 00890 

1: :" 1> I) , \ T I: 

1947 
198? 

1908 RGPF Ledger WASC 1509 , WASC 1764 . Reel 
Magazine built 1904 p26 

c1925 RGPF Ledger WASC 1680. Reel Magaz ine 
(H12) 

c1945 RGPF Ledger WASC 1508: Ree l Magazin e 
(H12) 

1946-50 H12 BOl - B13 Plan s and Elevations 
1947 ·The Chemical Research and Development 

Department its Programme and Facilities CRDD 
21 May 1947 (12 page internal document 
describes proof stand NO .1) 

1972 ERDE List: Reel Magazine/ Firing Point 
1992 RARDE List: Reel Magazine/Firing Point 

1993 RCHME NBR No.9 1464 



I-

I 

PH OTOGRA PH Y 
HISTORl C 

REU\TIO NS HI I'S WITH OTHER MONUMENTS 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
RCl l.vlL 

1) 206/ 1/ 25 01 FeiJ 1993 Detail along Eastern side 
206/ 1/26 01 FeiJ 1993 East Firing 8ay 
206/ 1/ 27 01 Feb 1993 West Firing 8ay 
206/1/28 01 Feb 1993 from South West 
206/ 1/ 29 01 Feb 1993 Safety 8arrier 
206/ 1/ 36 01 Feb 1993 From South East 
206/ S/ 18 17 Mar 1993 Firing Point from South 
206/ S/ 21 17 Mar 1993 Firing Point West side 
206/ S/ 22 17 Mar 1993 Firing Point West chamber 
206/S/23 17 Mar 1993 Firing Point East side 
206/ S/ 24 17 Mar 1993 Firing Point East side 
206/ S/ 25 17 Mar 1993 Fir ing Point roof detail from 

South East 
206/ S/ 26 17 Mar 1993 8arrier to North Entrance from 
SOUlll 

206/ S/ 27 17 Mar 1993 Interior of Firing Point from 
North 

206/ S/ 28 17 Mar 1993 Showing Internal Northern wal l 
206/ T / 35 17 Mar 1993 Firing Point from South 

2) 8892/ 26046 H12 Cordite Reel Magazine / Firing Point 
from South East 
8892/ 26047 H12 Cordite Reel Magazine East 
Chamber from South East 

8892/ 26048 HI2 Cordite Reel Magazine West 
Chamber from South West 

8892/ 26049 H 12 Cordite Reel Magaz ine West 
Chamber from South West 

8892/ 26050 H 12 Cordite Reel Magazine East 
passage from South West 
8892/ 26051 H12 Cordite Reel Magazine West 
passage from North West 

8892/ 26189 H12 Firing 8ay. central Control and 
Observa tion room 

8892/ 26357 H 12 Drawing H 12. 8.0 1 Proof stand plan 
12.April 1947 ( Chessington) 

ASSOC IATED \\1 1'1'1-1 : primary 1-17. 1-1 8. 1-110: scc()11l1;1 1,)' 11 1-1.115-1. 11 1,5 

I COND IT ION 

D ESCIUPTION 
1) CONSTRUCl'IO NA L iVIATE RLAL 

O ri ginal strllCllI[e brick in English bond. 1~l c r additions l'Ol1l'l'CIC ;r nl! IncClc hl"ch 

2) ROOF MAf ER IA LS AND STRUCrUI~ E 
Ccnlr,lll'o l1lrol room nat conC[Cle slab. remai nder corrllg;rlecl il'l1l1 ove r I'S.l , 

3) PO WER SOURCE 
Elecl ri city and srea m hea t 

4) DI MENS IO:\S i) L 17.05m ii) W 13.7m iii) 11 '1' 2.R5m 

5) Historic artifacts - lights from firing bays , some of th e control room equipment and ·tub· wi th associated pipe 
wo rk along eastern passage barriers. 

See attached RCHME Threatened 8uild ings Section report. 



I 

ROYAL COMMISS ION ON THE HISTORICA L MON UM ENTS OF ENGLAND 

MOD Bu ildin g No. H12 
Ree l M aga zine 

NBR No: 9 1464 
NGR: TL 37630 00890 

The Roya l Gunpowder Factory 
Waltham A bbey 
Essex 

Built in 1904 as a Reel Magazine for storing reels of cordite, this sing le storey building originally had a rectangular plan and 
is surrounded by a tall earth traverse . It is constructed of yellow brick laid in English bond. 

By c1946 the building was converted into a Firing Point and the fabric was reinforced. It then had more of a U-shaped plan 
contained two fir ing rooms. two control rooms and a central command room. and con tained monopropellant proof stand(s) . 
Bunkers were added at the east and west sides. 

-00000-

Bu ilding H12 was built in 1904 as a Reel Magazine. "" It is situated on the Great Hoppit part of the Gunpowder Factory site , 

approximatel y 60 metres to the south of a Reeling House (H10) of the same date. North of that Reel House are a pair of Reel 

Drying Stoves (H7 and H8) which were also part of that same 1904 building pllase. All these buildings relate to cordite 

production. After pressing, cordite wou ld have been brought to the Reel Drying Stoves for drying. tilen taken to the Reeling 

House for winding strands of cordite , before being brought to this Reel Magazine for storage. 

Constructed of yellow brick laid in English bond . the building is surrounded by a tall earth traverse. On the exterior of the 

traverse , a signal bridge gives access to an opening on the north-west side of the traverse to tile building. '" 

The building was originally rectangular in plan . 37'3" x 22'3" (appro ximately 11 x 6.5 m) with a projection. 16' x 8 '3" 

(approximately 14.8 x 2.4 m) on the west sid e.") The main rectangular block is single-storeyed. 13'9" (approximately 4 m) 

in height and had a gabled roof . and the projection was slightly lowe r and had a lean-to roof. " The latter may have functioned 

as a shoe po rch , like those in the contemporary building s H7, H8 and H10. whereby special leather over-boots would have had 

to have been put on before entering the building to protect it from grit. '''' Heavy-duty lighting may belong to the original phase 

or may be secondary. The building was still used as a Reel Magazine by 1923."') 

In around 1946-8 the building was converted to a Firing Point and its fabric reinforced as a result. ". In 1945 the Explosives 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

Ledger c1908 . cat. WASC 1509 (PRO, Hayes Repository ). 

The opening in the traverse is part of the original 1904 pllase. and it is shown in the Ledger of c1908 , but 
the actual signal bridge with its barrier may belong to a later phase. cat. WASC 1509 (PRO. Hayes 
Repository). 

The building is aligned north-north-wes t to south-south-east but for clarity in this report it is described as 
if it was aligned north to south. 

Ledge r c1908. cat. WASC 1509 (PRO. Hayes Repository). 

Although describing the process carried out on a building on the south site of the Gunpowder Factory , an 
article in wri tten in 1900 outlines how workers had to done these immense leather over-boots whilst 
standing on the shoe board , before they we re permittecl to cross the wooden barrier into the building. ~ 
Penny Pictorial Magazine , No. 35 , Vol. 3, Week Ending 3 February 1900. cat. WASC 412). 

Site plan of Royal Gunpowder Factory at Waltham Abbey. 1:2500. as named 13 September 1917. revised 
March 1919 and March 1923. cat. WASC 900/ 84. 

Drawings of ground floor plan and schedules of fabric and reinforcement. dated 12/ 4/ 1946. cat. H.12.B.01 
(MOD Central Disposals Unit . Chessington). Drawings showing monopropellant proof stand and armour 
steel screen to motor, dated 21 / 6/ 1948. cat. H.12.B.12 (MOD Central Disposal s Unit. Chessington). 



Research and Developme nt Establishment (ERDE) had taken over the site of the forme r Gunpowder Factory. '"; The 

Establishment was th e sole Government laboratory respo nsible for research on. and development of. non-nuclear military 

explosives. 37 These were tested vigorously in a number of buildings on the whole of the si te . It is not certain which types 

of explosives were te sted in the former Ree l Magazine but it is likely that the y had less impact than some of the high explosives 

that had to be tested in special ly designed structures, for example at the northern part of the site. "" 

After conversion to a Firing Point in c1946-8, building H12 comprised two control room s at its northern end . a centra l command 

room , with firing room s on the east and west sides. Probably at this time th e roof was re placed and the projection with lean-to 

roof was also removed or replaced . The command room and control rooms have a flat roof and the firing rooms are at the 

present time w ithout roofs, altll ough presumably they were covered originally. Bunkers were added on the exterior of the north 

and south sides. Look ing onto the firing rooms , the sides of the command room and the south end of the cont rol room s have 

heavy-duty inspection windows for observing the explosions. Iron rails are positioned diagonally against the inner walls of the 

firing room s. They are possibly part of the reinforcement of the building . '" There are concrete beds in the firing rooms. 

The firing area was later extended further southward by the addition of walls of red brick and breeze block . 

Surveyed March 1993 
Report by R L Burgess 

36 

37 

30 

39 

"The Explosives Research and Deve lopment Establishment. Waltham Ab IJey". Research Establishments in 
Europe: 48 , reprinted from Chemistry and Industry, 1965. pp320-327 . 

"The Explosives Research and Development Establishment. Waltham Abbey". Research Estab li shments in 
Europe: 48 , reprinted from Chemi stry and Industry. 1965. pp320-327. 

The various types of expl osives are described in an artic le. "The Explosives Research an d Development 
Establishment , Walth am Abbey", Research Establishments in Europe : 48. reprinted from Chemistry and 
Industry , 1965, pp320-327. 

A drawing dated 8/ 8/ 1947 shows a Proof Stand No. 1 and th e position of these wall rails. cat. H12.B.06 , 
(MOD Central Disposals Unit . Chessin gton ). 



THE ROYAL GUN POWDER FACTORY - WALTHAM ABBEY 

NUMBER 

H1 3 
OLD SERIES 

HE13 j 232a 

NAME/FUNcn ON 

Narrow gauge Locomotive shed 
Metal store 

CARTOG RA PH1 C DEPlc n ON 

1917 
1917 
1917 
1919 
c1920 
1923 
1932 
> 1940 
1954 
c1960 
c1963 
1972 
1972 
1976 

WASC 900/68 ; Engine House 
WASC 900/70 ; Locom oti ve House 
WASC 900/72 ; 232a 
WASC 900/74 ; 232a 
WASC 900/80 : 232a 
WASC 900/ 84 ; 232a 
WASC 900/87 ; 232a 
WASC 900/ 91A ;HE 13 
A- 8 .34 ; H13 

WASC 900/ 94 ; H13 
WASC 900/ 97; H13 

WASC 900/ 102 ; H13 
WASC 900/ 104 ; H13 
WASC 900/ 113 ; H13 

PHOTOGRA PH Y 
HISTORI C 

RELATIO NSHIPS WITH OTH ER ivIONUMENT S 

ASSOClATED WITI-! : 

CONDlTION Good 

ST;\ I ~T DAn : 
1916 
1950? 

DOCUMENTARY REFERENCES 

TL 37600 00862 

1: .'\ I ) D;\ TL 

1950? 
1992 

Plan; 
H1 3 801 - 30/ 12/ 196 1 : Details of Engine Hou se 

1972 
1992 

1992 

ERDE Li st: Engine Shed / Metal Store 
RARDE List: Engine Shed / Metal Store 

F8RC List . Metal Sto re 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
I ~C: II \ '11: 

1) 206/ 1/ 32 01 Feb 1993 From Soutll East 
206/ S/ 19 17 Mar 1993 Narrow gauge 18" Locomotive 
shed from Soutll 

206/ T / 36 17 Mar 1993 Locomotive shed from Sou th 
2) 8892/ 26042 H13 Narrow Gauge Locomotive Shed & 

Metal sto re from Souih East 
8892/ 26043 H 13 Narrow Gauge Locomotive Shed & 
Metal store interior from South East 



DESCRIPTI() i\' 
1) CONSTRU(T I() N;\L iVIATERI ;\L 

Bri r ~ 

2) ROOF MATER1 A LS AND STRUCTU RI~ 

Sla le over lil11 ber boards ~CJC) 

3) POW El~ SOL RC I::: 
Ele cl l"i c11 y 

4) DlivIENS IO i\'S i) L 10.2:5 111 ii ) W 4. 7:5111 iii) HT 2.5111 

5) Single storey narrow gauge locomotive shed wi th gabled end s north an d south and three double wi ndows 
along either side . The building is entered from the south through hinged doors under a concrete li nte l. 
Attached to the exterior wall to the left of th e entrance is a metal contraband box . Insi de two 18" gauge rails 
survive insitu. 

Hi storic artifacts: Small enamel sign on north wall , contraband box Western exterior wall. 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHAIVI ABBEY 

NUMBER 

H14 

NAME / FUNC ['ION 

Store shed 

OLD SERIES 

CARTOGPv-\I'HI C DJ::T ICTION 

c1963 
1972 
1972 
1976 

WASC 900/ 97 ; H 14 
WASC 900/ 102; H14 
WASC 900/ 104; H14 
WASC 900/ 113; H14 

PHOTOG R,c\l' HY 
HISTORIC 

RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHER MONUMENTS 

ASSOCIATED WITI-I: 1-l l2 

CONDITIO N Good 

DESCRIPTION 
1) CONSTRUCTIONAL MATERIA L 

Breeze bloc~ 

2) ROOF iVIA J EIW-\LS /\ND STRUCrURE 
Fiar concrete slab 

3) POW ER SOU RCE 
E lec tri city 

4) DIMEi':SIU NS i) L -'l7111 ii) W 2,3111 iii ) HT 2,5111 

S,/,/\ lrJ 1),\ 11 : 

1960? 

TL 37660 00871 

1 ,'- I) 1)/\ 11 : 

1992 

I) OCl 1\111 :,\' 1,\ R Y I, I X I : I, 1:.'-C1:S 

1972 
1992 

ERDE List, Store Shed 
RARDE List, Store Shed 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
1,C1 I \ III : 

1) 206/ 1/ 30 01 Feb 1993 From SOUtil • 
206/ K/ 10 01 Feb 1993 From South West 
206/ S/ 14 16 Mar 1993 From South West 
206/ S/ 15 16 Mar 1993 Waste 
206/ S/ 16 16 Mar 1993 Waste 
206/ S/ 17 17 Mar 1993 Waste 

5) A small breeze block building with double wooden cloors on its soutil west side and a single wooden door to 
the north east. Demolished August 1993, 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - ''''ALTHAlVI ABBEY 

NUMBER 

H15 

NAME/ FUNCTION 

Air raid shelter 
Store glass technology 

OLD SERIES 

CARTOGRAPHIC DEPICnON 

> 1940 
1954 
c1960 
c1963 
1972 
1972 
1976 

WASC 900/ 9 1A 
A- B.34: H15 

WASC 900/ 94. H15 
WASC 900/ 97: H15 

WASC 900/ 102: H15 
WASC 900/ 104 . H15 
WASC 900/ 113 ; H15 

PHOTOG RA PI-IY 
HISTORI C 

RELATIONSHI PS WIT II (lTI l E " ,v!ONUMEi\TS 

ASSO ClATED \\1 111-1 

CONDITION li ood 

DESCRlPTION 
1) CONSTRUCTIONAL MATERIAL 

Concrete 

2) ROOF MATERIALS AN D STRUCTURE 
Fl at 9" concrete slab 

~ POWER SOURCE 
Electricity 

4) DIMENSIONS i) L 9.23m ii) W 5.2m iii) HT 2.44m 

RCll rvl E i\L ,\W UZ 

ST A RT' J);\ TJ: 

1940? 

:\.li.R . 

TL 37620 01006 

L r: J) I);\TI : 

1992 

J)( lCU :V!I SJ',.\ RY I, I :II:IZL:\CI :S 

1972 
1992 

ERDE List. Concrete Air Raid Shel ter 
RARDE List Concrete Air Raid Shelter 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Rnl i"IL 
1) 206/ K/ 11 01 Feb 1993 From South 

206/ 1/ 31 01 Feb 1993 From South 
206/ S/ 12 16 Mar 1993 Air Raid Shel ter from South 
West 

5) Concrete air raid shelter w ith two sta9gered entrances on the south side . Traces of wavy camouflage paint 
rem ain on the exte rior. 
Demolished August 1993. 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHAIVI ABBEY 

NUMBER 

H16 
OLD SERIES 

246a 

NAlvlE/ FUNCTIOi'\ 

Press House No.1 0 
Cordite Press House 
Electronics glass blowers heat transfer 

CARTOGRA PHI C DEl'lCnO N 

1916 
1917 
1917 
1917 
1919 
c1920 
1923 
1932 
> 1940 
1954 
c1960 
c1963 
1972 
1972 
1976 

WASC 900/ 663 : Cordite Press House 
WASC 900/ 68 : Cordite Press House 
WASC 900/ 70 : 246a 
WASC 900/ 72 ; 246a 
WASC 900/ 74 : 246a 

WASC 900/ 80 ; 246a 
WASC 900/ 84 ; 246a 
WASC 900/ 87 : 246a 

WASC 900/ 91A 
A - B.34 : H16 

WASC 900/ 94: H16 
WASC 900/ 97 : H16 

WASC 900/ 102: H16 
WASC 900/ 104: H16 
WASC 900/ 113 , H16 

PH OTOGRAPHY 
HISTORIC 

RE LATIO NS HIPS WITH OTHER MO NUM ENTS 

ASSOC IATED WITH: H I') 

CONDITIO N D emolisheci 

DESCRIPTIO N 

STA RT I),\TL 

1916 

1950? 

'\.C ;.I.t. 

TL 37620 01006 

I: .'\I D DATE 

1950? 

c1925 RGPF Ledger WASC 1680 . Press House NO .l 0 
c1 945 RGPF Le dger WASC 1508: Press House No.l0 

Plans : 
H16 BOl - B43 : Plan and Eleva tions 1916 to 1975 

1938 Text Book of Explosives 1938 H.M.S.O 
ChpXV p99-111 Figs 15.2-9 

1972 ERDE List: Cordite Press House 
1992 RARDE List: Cordite Press House 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
I~CII i\'IL 

1) 206/ S/ 11 16 Mar 1993 Site of used for Waste Sorting 
206/ H/ 7 02 Feb 1993 From South waste dump over 

The building has been demolished, the concrete floor slab at the time of survey was being used for the 
storage of contaminated waste and was therefore unavailable for inspection. 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHAM ABBEY 

NUMBER 

H17 

NAME/FUNCnOf\ 

Sewer pump house 

OLD SERIES 

CARTO(:;RA I' III C UI.:I'lCno .\; 

c1960 
c1963 
1972 
1972 
1976 

WASC 900/ 94 
WASC 900/ 97; H17 

WASC 900/ 102 ; H17 
WASC 900/ 104 ; H17 
WASC 900/ 113 ; H17 

PHOTOGRA PHY 
HISTORIC 

RELATIOI':S IIII'S W ITII OTII L R M()\'UM I:\'T S 

ASSOCIATED WITH : 11 2-1. IT11, Ll26, Ll 70 

CONDITIOI': Goucl 

DESCRIPTIOi': 
1) CONSTRUCTIONA L ivl i\T ERIAL 

Brick 

2) ROOF rvtAJ'LRlA LS AN I) STRUC I'U RI: 
Roofing reil uver lilllbers IJOards supportcd on a RSJ 

3) POWER SOU RCE 
El ec tri city 

ST A IZT I)AII : 

1960? 

TL 37620 01006 

L\d) UAI L 

1992 

1972 
1992 

ERDE List, Sewer Pump House 
RARDE List, Sewer Pump House 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
IZCl I Vll , 
1) 206/ H/ 1O 02 Feb 1993 From 

206 f T / 3 17 Mar 1993 From Soutil West 

4) Dllvl ENS IONS i) L 4,32111 i i) W 3.4111 iii) [-IT 2,SSIll 

5) The rectangular brick pump house is set on a small eartilen mound, The building is entered through a 
single blue door on the west side and is lit by a window on the north side. Inside the building the two 
pump s remain. 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHAM ABBEY 

NUMBER OLD SERIES RCI I!'vI E i\'U\ II1E1i. :'\.C i.[( 

H19 261a TL 37650 00750 

NAME/FuNcn o N S"I/\ Ii."I DA I'I 1.:.,1) I) .. H I ; 

Womens Shift ing & Dining Room 1914- 18? 
Shift ing and Dining House 1970? 

NO PHOTOGRAPHY 
AVAILABLE 

CA RTOG RA PHIC DEPIC l'I ON i)( )CU \ ,11 ""1/\ R Y 1i. I T L RI :,( 'I:S 

191 9 WASC 900/ 74 c1925 RGPF Ledger WASC 1680 , Womens Shift'i ng & 
c1920 WASC 900/ 80 Dining Room 
1923 WASC 900/ 84 , 26 1a c1945 RGPF Ledger WASC 1508. Wom ens Shifting & 
1932 WASC 900/ 87 , 261a Dining Room 
> 1940 WASC 900/ 91A ; H19 
1954 A - B.34: H19 1972 ERDE List: Shifting and Dining Room 
c1960 WASC 900/ 94; H19 1992 RARDE List: Shifting and Di ning Room 
c1963 WASC 900/ 97; H19 

PHOTO GRA P]-IY 

I 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

I 
H ISTO RI C Ii.ClI \ 'Ii: 

RELf\TI ONSI-I IPS WITI I OTH ER MONUi'vI ENTS 

ASS OClJ.\TED w n"l-I : 1·11(, 

I 
CONDITI ON Ikll10lished 

I 
D ESCIUPT ION 

5) No surface remains ar~ visib le. 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHAIVl ABBEY 

NUMBER 

H21 

NAME/FUNCTION 

Magazine 

OLD SERI ES 

CARTOGRA I' III C D I ~ I'I (T I () N 

1954 
c1960 
c1 963 
1972 
1972 
1976 

A - B.34 
WASC 900/ 94 ; H21 
WASC 900/ 97 ; H21 

WASC 900/ 102; H21 
WASC 900/ 104. H21 
WASC 900/ 113 ; H21 

PH OTOGRAP I-IY 
HISTORIC 

RELf.\TlONSHI PS WITH CHI I E ll. MONUMENTS 

ASSOCIATED \-V IT H I-I ll) 

CONDITION (,Llod 

DESCRI PTION 
1) CONST RUClIONA L :vIA TER1AL 

Brick 

2) ROOF \ '1AIE IZI!\ LS ,. \ 1\' ]) STIWC r U lzL 
Cor ru ga led tTal1 s1ul'c llt pl .. lstic 

3) POWER SOU lzCE 
Elect ri ci l ), 

4) DLivlENSIONS i) L 1.'.1111 ii) W l.9111 iii) I-IT 2.7111 

IzClI \1 L 0!U1 FlI'.!Z 

S"I"/\ RT I );\TL 

1957? 

'di.R. 

TL 37680 00755 

I)()( ' L \ II;\T,\IZY RIT IIZI .:\ClS 

Plans. 
H21 

1972 
1992 

B01 -B02 Plans and Elevations 1982 

ERDE List . Magazine 
RARDE List. Magazine 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
IzCl I \ ,II : 
1) 206/ H/ 9 02 Feb 1993 From South East 

206/ T / 2 17 Mar 1993 From South East 

5) The building is square with a single red door on the eastern side shielded by a brick wall 43m in length and 
2.3m high. The buildi ng is protected by a lightning conductor. At the building the path to H10 may be 
closed by a red and wllite plast ic chain. 
Demolislled August 1993. 



THE ROYAL GUN POWDER FACTORY - \VALTHAiVI ABB EY 

NUMBER OLD SERIES I ~C II ,\' I J: :\L' '\' l nJ:\ ~ ;\.C i . R. 

H21/ 1 TL 37680 00757 

NAME/FUNCn ON ST I\RT \)A I"I : L ,'\D DA rt: 

Building post 1945 by 1972 

NO PHOTOGRAPHY 
AVAILABLE 

CARTOGRAPHI C D U'\crI ON I)OCL' .\'II : '\T A I ~ Y IU TLR I:'\CLS 
1960 Drg NoLSG/8: H21 
1967 O.S. Plan TL 3700 NE 

PHOTOG RA PH Y 1'1 1()T()(i\('\ I' II) 

H ISTO RI C I ~C " \ \1" 

RELf\TIONS H II 'S WITH ()TH ER MO l"UivI ENTS 

ASSOCIJ-\T ED WITH 1-112 

I CONDJTION Del11 0lished I 
D ESCRIPT IOi' 
1) COi'STR U ( ~ I"I ()'\!\L ;vl i\TERIA I . 

2) ROO F :\>I ,-\ T ERJi\LS AND STRUCr U RL 

3) POWER SO GRCE 

4) D l iVI ENSIONS i) L ii)W iii) HT 

5) The number H21 was re -allocated to a later building. 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - \VALTHA IVI ABBEY 

NUMBER OLD SERIES RCII \"'-: '\LJ\WLR ,\,<; I ~ 

H22 TL 37680 00742 

NAME/ FU NCl"!O N S"I";\ IU" 1)'\"1"1: 1:,\1) I);\"I"L 

Build ing post 1945 by 1967 

NO PHOTOG RAPH Y 
AVAILABLE 

CARTOG RA PI li e D I:OI' ICT ION J)()(, L: \ ·II :'\" J,\ R Y RI :I:I : I ~L'\C I : S 

1960 Drg No LSG/ 8; H22 

PI-IOTOGRf\I'HY l'II()"n)( " ~ .. \I' l ll 
H ISTORIC I ~C:II\II : 

RELATI ONS HI PS WIT H OT I-IE I, MONUiVI ENT S 

ASSOCIATED W I"I"11 11 2L / 1 

I COND IT ION Demo llSiled I 
DESCRIPT I() N 
1) CO NSTRUCI'IONA L 'VIATERLA L 

2) ROOF M /\TERIALS AND STRUCTU IZL 

3) PO WE R SOU RCE 

4) D l ivI CNS IO;\S i) L ii) W iii) I,ll' 

5) No surface remains of tlli s building were seen, 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WA LTHAM ABB EY 

N U]\IIBER 

H23 

NA M E/ FUNCT'I Oi': 

Work takers office 
Storage shed 

O LD SERfES 

272A 

CA RTOGRA PHI C UI::I'ICI'I O.'\I 

1917 WASe ')OO/ 7U : Work T " kcrs Orri ce 
1917 W f\ Se 000/ 72 . 272" 
1919 W,,\ Se: 900/7-1 : 272a 
cl920 WASC 90U/ 80 . 272" 
1923 W,"\ SC 900/84 : 272a 
1932 W,L\SC 900/87 : 272a 

> 1940 WASC 900/ 91A , ]-123 

1954 A - B.34 
c1960 WASe 900/ 94 : H23 
c1963 WASC 'J00/97 . 1-123 

1972 WASC 900/ 102 . H23 
1972 Wf-\ SC ')OO/ L04 : H23 
1976 WASe ()OO/ II]: 1123 

PHOTOGRA PH Y 
HISTORI C 

RELA TfO NS HII'S WITII OTHER M ONUMENT S 

ASSOClA TED W fTH 

CO NDITIOI' (i o"d 

DESCRIPTIO!'\ 
1) e ONSTRUCrIO i\ 'A L MATERIA L 

Br ick 

2) ROOF MA f E RIA LS AND STRUCT U RE 
Roo ring fel l ovc r l i lll ber boards 

3) PO WEI{ SO U RCE 
Elecl rici ly 

IZClI.Vll c ;\'L\'111U( 

SI';\ In 1). \1'1' 

191 8 

'\( i . le 

TL 37676 00718 

U()('L' \1 1 SI ,\IZY RI T II( I '\CI \ 

cl'ns 1((iP!' Ledge r W;\Se: 1(,8(): Wo rk T akers Orri ce 
l' I ')~S l(( i lT I.edge r WA SC ISOS: Wo rk T akers Orfi ce 

1'J72 U ( DL: Lisl . SIOI'<tge Shed 
1'J'J2 1( /\ 1( 1)1: l. isl . SlO r<t ge Shed 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
1(' 11 \ '1 r: 
1) 206/ H/ 5 02 Feb 1993 From South East 

206/ S/ 1 16 Mar 1993 From South East 

4) D l i\lIENS fOi':S i ) L 10.7111 ii ) W 4.1111 i i i) I-IT gable 1.')111 

5) A single storey brick gabled bu il ding , til e bui ld ing was entered from til e eastern side tllrougll a si ngle door 
f lanked on either side by small windows. Th e building IS lit by a row of win dows on tile no rth and south 
si des and a winclow on tile west si de. There is a further door into tile rear of tile buildi ng on the south side. 
Demol ished August 1993. 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHAlVl ABBEY 

NUMBER 

H24 
OLD SERIES 

273A 

NAME/FUNCnOi\' 

Sewage pump house 

CA RTOG Rf\P HI C I)U' ICTIO i'\ 

1917 WASC 900/ 70 • Pump 
1917 WASC 900/ 72 ; 273a 
191 9 WASC 900/ 74 ; 273a 
c1920 WASC 900/ 80 • 273a 
1923 WASC 900/ 84 • 273a 
1932 WASC 900/ 87 • 273a 
> 1940 WASC 900/ 91A; 273a 
1954 A - B,34 ; H24 
c1960 WASC 900/ 94 • H24 
c1963 WASC 900/ 97 ; H24 
1972 WASC 900/ 102; H24 
1972 WASC 900/ 104; H24 
1976 WASC 900/ 113 ; H24 

PBOTOGRA PH Y 
HISTORIC 

RELATIONSHIPS W IT H ml-IE IZ MONU iVI ENTS 

ASSOCIATED WITH 11 17, 1-IJLLl2("Ll70 

CONDITION (;uod 

DESCRIPTI ON 
1) CONSTRUCTIONAL MATERI AL 

Brick 

2) ROO I ivlA ILlUALS ;\ND STRUCr U RL 
1"1"1 COI1LTctc sl<lb 

3) POWER SOURCI= 
Elec tricit y 

ST /\ IZT 1) .. \1' 1: 

191 6 

~( il{ 

TL 37630 00712 

1::\' 1) I)ArI , 

1992 

I)()( 'L' \ ,11 :,,\ 1,\ In ' I ~ I TU~ I :~ CLS 

Plan. 
H24 B01 - 1916, Drawing Great Hoppit - Details of 

Sewage Tank Pump 

1972 ERDE List, Sewage Pump House 
1992 RARDE List Sewage Pump House 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
RC'II :-'11: 
1) 206/ 1/ 37 01 Feb 1993 From South East 

206/ 8/ 3 16 Mar 1993 From North East 

4) DliVI ENS IONS i) L 2'silm ii) W 2.57m iii ) I-IT 2.45m 

5) Th e pump house is a small brick building with a single door 011 tile nortll side, 
Demolished August 1993, 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHAI\1 ABBEY 

NUMBER 

H25 
OLD SERIES 

275b 

NAME/FUNcnON 

Womens Hospital 
Flats 

CARTOGRA PHI C DEPI CTION 

1916 
1916 
191 7 
1917 

1917 
1919 
c1920 
1923 
1932 
> 1940 
1954 
c1960 
c1963 
1972 
1972 
1976 

WASC 900/ 66a ; Hospital and Extension 
WASC 900/ 67a ; Hospital and Extension 
WASC 900/ 68 ; Womens Hospital 
WASC 900/ 70 ;Womens Hospital (Remains 
of) 
WASC 900/ 72 ; 275b 
WASC 900/ 74 ; 275b 

WASC 900/ 80 ; 275b 
WASC 900/ 84 ; 275b 
WASC 900/ 87 ; 275b 

WASC 900/ 91A ; H25 
A - B.34 , H25 

WASC 900/ 94 ; H25 
WASC 900/ 97 ; H25 

WASC 900/ 102 ; H25 
WASC 900/ 104 ; H25 
WASC 900/ 113 ; H25 

PH OT OG RA PHY 
HISTORIC 
WASC 1350 Sandhurst Hospital 

RELATI ONSH IPS win I CHI-IER ivIONUiVI E:-\T S 

ASSOCLATED WITH: H15<1. 1-1 16 

'-: (i . l( 

TL 37660 00665 

ST ;\RT IM TI: 

1916 
L'-:D DA I L 

1947 
1947 

I)() C:U \ ·II ::\T,\ R Y I ~LF I :I~I : :\( TS 

c1925 
c1945 

Plans; 
H25 

1972 
1992 

1993 

RGPF Leclger WASC 1680 . Womens Hospital 
RGPF Ledg er WASC 1508 . Womens Hospital 

BO l - 816 ; Plan and Elevations 1916 to 1947 

ERDE List; Old Surgery / Womens Hosp ital 
RARDE List; Old Surgery / Womens Hospital 

RCHME NO.91450 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
RClI \'II ' 
1) 206/ H/ l 02 Fel) 1993 Womens Hospital from South 

East 
206/ S/ 5 16 Mar 1993 Womens Hospital from South 
East 

2) B892/ 26039 H25 Womens Hospital view from North 
West 

8892/ 26040 H25 Womens Hospital view from North 
East 

BB92/ 26041 H25 Womens Hospital view from South 
East 

8B92/ 26228 H25 Interior of Womens Hospital Ground 
floor North West room.view from West. 

BB92/ 26229 H25 Intenor of Womens Hospital view of 
stairs from first floor landing from South. 



I 

I 

CO ND IT IOI' I-ilir 

DESC RIPTI O !" 
1) C:()i\ST I ~ LiC:T I 00:r\ L MAI1:: RLA L 

Wea ther boa rd over til11 ber [ra l11 e 

2) ROOF MAT ERIALS AND STRUCrU RE 
Asbestos" til es 

3) r OWER SOU I{CE 
Elec t ri city 

4) DEvIEi'iS JO;\lS i) L l2111 ii) W 10.3111 ii i) Ill' es til11at e (,111 

5) See iIltilched J~CJ-J iVJ E Threa teneci Buildings Section rel,, )rt 
Demolished August 1993 



1 ' 

ROYAL COM M ISSION ON THE HISTORICAL MONUMENTS OF ENGLAND 

MOD Buil din g No. H25 
W omen' s Hosp ita l 
Th e Royal Gunpowder Fac tory 
Waltham Abb ey 
Essex 

NBR No : 91450 
NGR : TL 37660 00665 

Built in 1916-17 as the Women 's Hospital on site at the Royal Gunpowder Factory. building number H25 is a wood-framed 
building with a weatherboard exterior. It originally had a Y-shaped plan and com prised a two-store yed rectangular main range 
with a pair of single -storey wards at the rear. 

-00000-

The Women 's Hospital is situated approximately 25 metres to the west of the other hospital on site at the Gunpowder Factory , 

th e Sandhurst Hospital (H26). 

Built in c1916-17 , it originally had a V-shaped plan which comprised a main two-storeyed range and two single-storey wings 

projecting on the south-west and north -west sides ."o Only the central two-storeyed range su rvives. It is 12 x 10.3 metres in 

p lan , and approximately six metres to the gable . 

Ente red through a doorway on the east front , the ground floor of the main range contains an entrance hall (approximately 1.5 

metres wide), with two m ai n rooms on each side. The heated south-east front room was tile nurses· si tting room . West of this 

is an unheated room wh ich fun ctioned as a "dark room ", and toward the south-west end of the hall there are toilets , a bathroom , 

linen sto re s and cupboard s. On the north side of the entrance hall is a nortil -east front room which was a kitchen and had a 

range on its north wall. Entered by both the hall and the kitchen . an unheated room on the west side of the kitche n was the 

SCullery. It contains a larder , sink and hot water system and there is a on its north wall is a back door . West of the sculle ry is 

a staircase to the first floor. The north-west room , which is of one storey and has a flat roof wi th skylig hts . was the ope rating 

room. 

The six room s on the first floor were three nurses bedrooms, matron ·s bedroom . servants bedroom and bathroom. 

Th e sing le-storeyed western end of the building has been demoli shed. At the end of the main entrance hall there was a corridor 

leading to a ward in eacll of the two wi ngs. On the west side of the corridor was a nurses duty room which had inspection 

windows looking out to the wards on the north and south sides . Each ward contained four beds ancl had. on the east side. a 

verandah, lobby and wc. 

A wood -framed building with a weatherboard exterior . the Women ·s Hospital has a concrete plinth around the east. south and 

north sides. The roof is of standard rafter construction. w ith no tru sses. and Ilas plain timber bargeboarcls and tile coverings 

on the exterior. 

The entrance door is set back beyond an arched frame whic ll is flu sll with tile Ilouse front. The windows and entrance arch 

have flat hoods with moulded corbels. The windows for the ward wings were double-Ilung saslles . 

The staircase on the north side of the entrance hall is a clog-leg stair with vi nders. It has plain balusters and newe ls posts and 

a rounded handrail against tile wall, following the rise of the stairs . The sta ir is lit by a pair of six-panelle d windows. Most of 

the fireplaces in the builcling appear to have had bead and reel decoration . 

40 Plans and Elevations of Women 's Hospital. dated 31 / 7/ 1916. cat. H25.B.02 (MOD Cen tral Disposals Unit , 
Chessington). 



The building ceased to be used as a hospital around the middle of th is century. Plans dated 1947 show a proposed conversion 

of the building , including the wards , into four fl ats. '" Th e removal of tile western wings did not take place until some time 

after 1972.'12 

A separate brick structure on the north side of the Ilouse is divided into four sheds willl four doors on its SOUlll side. It appears 

to be secondary and probably functioned as a coal sto re and general shed. 

Main Reference: Plans and Elevations of Women's Hospital , dated 31 / 7/ 1916. cat. H25.B.02 (MOD Central Disposals Unit , 

Chessington). 

Surveyed March 1993 
Report by R L Burgess 

41 

42 

Plan showing proposed conversion of the hospital into four fl ats. dated 20/ 1/ 1947 (amended 25/ 1/ 1947. 
cat. H25B.16 (MOD Central Disposals Unit. Chessington) . 

Map of "ERDE Waltham Abbey", North site: scale 1 :2500. April 1972. 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHAM ABBEY 

NUMBER 

H25a 

NAME/FUNcn ON 

Toilet bl ock 

OLD SEIUES 

CART OGRAP HI C DEI' ICJl O!\' 

PHOTOGR!\I'I-IY 
HISTOR IC 

RELATIO NS HIPS WI'TH ()TII EI'. \10NU ivI E,\:'TS 

ASSOCIATED WIT H : H25 

CONDIT I ON Fair 

DESCRIPTION 
1) CONST IUf IIO'..:!\ !. :VIA ln,I;\ 1. 

Bril'k 

2) ROOF \'t i-\TFI~I;\ I. S ;\;\1) STI~li(Tli RI :: 

IZool'in g fell l)V~r timber hua rds 

3) POWER SClLRC I : 
NO ll e 

4) D IMU\SIO i'\S i) L 6.2111 ii) W 2.')5111 iii ) HT 3.2111 

ST .'\ In ' I), \ TL 

1916 

TL 37650 0068 1 

I)()( 'L \ ,11 :.'..:T;\R Y I~I:I' I :I~I: .'\n: s 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
I~CII \'II 

1) 206/ H/ 4 02 Feb 1993 From South West 
206/ S/ 4 16 Mar 1993 From East 

5) Small single gabled toilet block, four single doors on the souih sid e. Tile western cubicle retains an asil pit 
while the others are floored. There is a single door on the rear of the building at the western end . 

Demolisiled August 1993. 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHA1VI ABBEY 

NUMBER 

H26 
OLD SE RIES 

NAME/FUNCTION 

Sand hurst Hospital 
Flats 

CARTOGRA PH IC D EPI CTI ON 

1897 WASC 900/ 53C 
c1910 WASC 900/ 65 ; Hospital 
c1910 WASC 900/ 79 ; Hospital 
1917 WASC 900/ 70 ; Mens Hospital 
1917 WASC 900/ 72 ; Mens Hospital 
1919 WASC 900/ 74 ; 276 
c1920 WASC 900/ 80 ; 276 
1923 WASC 900/ 84 ; 276 
1932 WASC 900/ 87 ; 276 
> 1940 WASC 900/ 91A ; 276 
1954 A - 8.34 . H26 
c1960 WASC 900/ 94 . H26 
c1963 WASC 900/ 97 . H26 
1972 WASC 900/ 102 ; H26 
1972 WASC 900/ 104 ; H26 
1976 WASC 900/ 113 ; H26 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
HISTORI C 

1) Strand Magaz ine 1895 

2) PRO Suppl y 5/ 860 104 189? Eastern elevation 

RELATIO NS HIPS WITH UT 1-1 E ll. MONU lvlENT S 

ASSOCIATED W1TI-i: H2S 

CO NDITIO N (i Li Uci 

STI\RT I);\, IL 

1894 
19477 

'\.Ci.R 

TL 37678 00669 

L'\J) DAn e 

19477 

I)()( 'L' ,\1 1 :,,\'1'/ \ I( Y 1( 1:11 : I( I :,,\CI :S 

1908 RGPF Ledger WASC 1509 + WASC 1764 ; 
Hospital built 1895 p31 

c1925 RGPF Ledger WASC 1680 . Hospital (H26) 
c1945 RGPF Ledger WASC 1508 ' Hospital 

Plans; 
H26 801 - 805 Plans and Elevations 1894 to 1949 

1972 ERDE List. Residential / Old Sandhurst Hospital 
1992 RARDE List; Residential / Old Sandhurst 

Hospital 

1993 RCHME N8R NO.91449 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
I(UI\'ii ' 

1) 206/ H/ 2 02 Feb 1993 Sandl,urst Hospital from South 
206/ N/ 12 12 Mar 1993 Sandhurst Hospital from South 
East 

206/ S/ 6 16 Mar 1993 Sandhurst Hospital 1894 plaque 
206/ S/ 7 16 Mar 1993 Sandhu rst Hospital from South 
East 

2) 8892/ 26037 H26 Sandhurst Hospital built 1894 view 
from South West 

8892/ 26038 H26 Sandhurst Hospital built 1894 view 
from Soutl, East 

8892/ 26230 H26 Sandhurst Hospital 1894 
Interior.ground floor North room.view from West. 



D ESCIUI'TIO i\: 
1) C:ONSTIZL;C !"I o ,'i ;\ I. iVI;\TERIA L 

Bril'!-

2) ROOI ' ivIA J E !z!;\LS N-J D STRUCI U1ZL 
Tile 

3) POW E IZ SOU RCE 
El ec tricit y 

4) D[ ,VI ENS IO !\'S i) L 17.4 111 ii) W 13,1111 iii ) HT estimate 7111 

5) A terracotta plaque on th e east wall has tile following legend 'Sandllurst Hospital 1894' 

See attached RCHME Threatened Build ings Section report. 



ROYAL COMMISS ION ON THE HISTORICAL MONUMENTS OF ENGLAND 

MOD Building No. H26 
Sandhurst Hospit al 
The Roy al Gunpow der Factory 
Walth am Abb ey 
Essex 

NBR No: 91 449 
NGR : TL 3767800669 

The Sandhurst Hospi tal was buil t in 1894 as a short -stay su rgery for injured workmen at the Royal Gunpowder Factory. It 
contained two wards, containing six or seven beds in total , three nurses' rooms. a cook 's room. a kitchen. a sculle ry, and a 
store . The building is constructed of yellow brick with red brick bands. and has a timber verandah and timber trussed gables. 
It has a T-shaped plan . the central part of which rises to two storeys . 

-00000-

Named after Lord Sandhurst. who officially opened the bu ilding shortly after it was completed in 1894.·u the new hospital was 

described in 1895 as standing" .. close to one of the myriad streams that intersect the vast grounds of the facto ry , and is 

intended sole ly for the benefit of inju red wo rkme n"."" 

T-shaped in plan , the overall dimensions of the bui ld ing are 17.4 x 13.1 metres. The height of the central two-storeyed bl ock 

is approximately seve n metres. Behind a ve randah on th e east side of tile building. the main entrance led to a lobby which, 

in turn , led to the ground floo r rooms and to stai rs to the first floor. On tile south side of the lobby is a heated roo m which was 

the nurse's room . with a window on its south wall for viewing a ward at the southern end of the building. This ward. which 

contained four beds. has a fireplace on its north wall and a prOjection off its west side for a sink and earth closet. A heated 

room on th e north-east side of the lobby was a ward for two or three beds. The projecting wes tern side of the bui lding co ntains 

rooms which were originally a kitchen. a cook 's room. a scullery . a bathroom and a store At the nor th-west end of the lobby 

is a straight staircase witll winders at the top and bottom. Be si de the stair is a back door lead ing to an outside earth closet 

and sin k. 

The first floor rooms were two nurses' rooms, on ly the south one of Wllich was heated. and a linen closet. 

The building is constructed of yellow brick which is laid in Engli sll bond except in the wes tern projections. at the back of the 

buildin g, where the bricks are in Fl em ish bond . Th ere is a pl inth of chamfere d IJlack brick and above. at approxi mately one 

metre up from the ground level , a ban d of red brick . On the east front are two furthe r bands of red brick below the eaves. The 

windows have cambered heads of rubbed red -brick and chamfers to the bricks at the sides. 

Timber features in the building include posts of the verandah. which are of chamfere d timber wi th moulded timber braces , 

tru ssed gables at the south sides of the east and west elevation s. and the staircase which has turned newel posts and plain 

balu sters. Th e doors are four-panelled. 

The roof , which is tile -covered. has gables at the north and south end s. a lean-to for the verandah. and hips for both th e 

proj ect ion at the centre of the west elevation and the two-storeyed IJ lock. 

Later alterations to the building relate to its conve rsion to two dwellings. The main entrance doorway on the east elevat ion was 

blocked , and a new doorway inserted on the west elevation for the new dwelllll g at the south end . The dwelling at the north ern 

end of the building. which included the first floor rooms , was entered both by the original back door on the north side and by 

double doors which were inserted in place of a three-light window on tile east eleva tion . 

·'3 A stone plaque on tile east fron t reads 'Sandllurst Hospital 1894 ' 

44 "How Explosives are Made" by William G. Fitzgerald . The Strand Magazine. Vol IX Jan- June 1895. 



I. 

References 

Drawings of plans and elevations of Cottage Hospital , Waltham Abbey. dated 1893 - H-26/ 2 and H26/ 3 (cat H26.B.04) , MOD 
Central Disposal s Unit , Chessington. 

Surveyed March 1993 
Report by R L Burgess 



THE ROYAL GUN POWDER FACTORY - WALTHA IVI ABB EY 

NUMBER OL D SERIES 1,('11.\ '1 J: ,'\L' \ '11lJ:l , '\( ; R 

H27 j H28 286 TL 37663 00629 

NAME/FUNCti ON ST,\ In J) , \T I: I :, :" J) I );\T L 

Coal Yard & Latrines by 1967 

NO PHOTOGRAPH Y 
AVAILABLE 

CA RTO(, 1\ /\ PH IC J) EI)I CTI () ~ 1) ( lCL' \ '11 : ,\' 1,\ 1\ Y I, ITI : I, I '\CI :S 
1908 RGPF Lecl ger WASC 1509 + WASC 1764:EC built 

1886 WASC/ 38: Coalyarcl 1903 p32 
c1 900 WASC/ 79; Firestation 

1923 WASC/ 84 Coalyarcl & Latrines 
1954 A-B,35; H28 
1960 Drg No LSG/ 9; Concrete Base & Latrines 

PI-IOTOG I\ f-\ PI-I Y PI I( )T ()( i1 \ I\ PI I'l 
HIST ORIC I,C I I,V11: 

RELATI ONSHIPS W ITH OTI IER ivl 0 NUM Ei\T S 

ASSOCIA T ED WIT H: 

I CONDIT I ON J)C:ll1u lishc: d I 
D ESCRIPTION 
1) CO~STIW ( :'1'1 0 ,\;.\ I , \1r\T c I\ IA L 

2) ROOf !\ 'IATU, I,,\ LS ;\ N I) STR UC r U I, E 

3) POW I: I, S() L' I,Ct: 

4) D I;vl [;\SI() :"S i) L ii) \V ii i) I ll' 

5) 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHAM ABBEY 

NUMBER OLD SI::RI[S I ~(, II \IJ: "L\IIl II ~ '\( ; I ~. 

H29 287 TL 37685 00608 

NAMEjFUNCTIOi\' ST ,\ ln 1) , \'11: 1:'\ 1) I )A II : 

Surgery 1872 by 1972 

NO PHOTOGRAPHY 
AVAILABLE 

CARTOGRfWHI C D I~ PI CT I ON D()( 'L' \ 11 .:'\' 1. \ I ~ Y RI XI : IU :.'\CI :S 

c1900 WASC 900/ 79 ; Surgery 1900 RGPF Led ger WASC 1509 Surgery built 1872 
1923 WASC 900/ 84 287 Surgery p32 
1954 A-B .35: H29 
1960 Drg No LJG/ 9: H29 
1967 O.S, No LGJ/ 9 H29 

PJ-IOTOG RA PII 1' PII ( lTt)( dn l' ll), 

HISTORIC I ~(, II \ 11 

RELATIONSHIPS WII'II (lTII L R \ '10NUivl Ei\T S 

ASSOCIAT ED WITI I: 

I CONDITION Dcmolis hcd I 
DESCRIPTION 
1) CONSTIW ClION;\L ivlA T ERI A L 

2) ROOF \1ATER I/\LS AND STRUCTU RE 

3) I'()WLR SOL' RU : 

4) l)J;vll '.'!S l t ),\S I) I II)W iil) Ill' 

5) No surface remains. Inspection of service ' trench in the rear Illlilcates that upto lm of rubble may be heaped 
over the si te of tile surgery. 
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THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHAM ABBEY 

NUM BER 

H30 
OLD SERIES 

NAME/FUNCfl ON 

Solvent store 

CA RTOGRA PI·II C DU'ICTIOi'\ 

1972 
1972 
1976 

WASC 900/ 102 ; H30 
WASC 900/ 104 ; H30 
WASC 900/ 113: H30 

PH OTOGRA PHY 
HISTORIC 

RELATIONSH IPS WITH ()TI-II-, R MONUMEI,\TS 

ASSOCIATE D WITH: 

COND ITlOi'\ F,tir 

DESCRIPTIO'\ 
1) C(Ji'\STIZlCTI( )'\ /\1. \,1 A 1"1 : " 1/\ I . 

Corrugdt cd il"l)ll tl\e r steel ['r<[tlle 

2) RO OF :,,\' \' IFIZl i\ LS /\ i'\ D ST IW(TLI~L 

Corrugated Ir~)n 

3) PO WER SO U I ~CL 
None 

4) D IMENS IO NS i) L 4. 11ll ii ) W 2.21ll i ii ) 1-11'2.1111 

RCII \ H : ,\l\1I1I H. 

START 1).\11: 

1970? 

'\( j I ~. 

TL 37604 00867 

Le\'D DATE 

1992 

1)( )( l \ II :.,\T\ ln I ~ I · I TI'I: .'\C I S 

1972 
1992 

ERDE List; Solvent Store 
RARDE List: Solvent Store 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

" (' II .VII: 
1) 206/ 1/ 33 01 Feb 1993 From East 

206/ S/ 20 17 Mar 1993 From East 

5) Small rectangular sto re with metal mesh gate to east. demolished August 1993. 

I 



THE ROYAL GUNPOVVDER FACTORY - WALTHAM ABBEY 

NUMBER 

H31 

NAiVIE/ FUi\CII (),\ 

Sewer pump hOllse 

OLD SE RJ ES 

CARTOGRAPH IC I) [P ICII ON 

c1963 
1972 
1972 
1976 

WASC 900/ 97 ; H31 
WASC 900/ 102. H31 
WASC 900/ 104; H31 
WASC 900/ 113. H31 

PI-IOTOCi RA PI-IY 
HISTO RI C 

REU\T10 i\SI-IIPS W IT I-I OTIILI, MOi\UM I-:,\!I S 

ASSOCIATED WIT H I-IL7, H24_ Ll26, LUO 

CO NDITIO i\ (, u()cl 

D ESCRIPTI Oi\ 
1) CO,\STIZlC IIU'\i\ !. \ 11.-\ ILlZI.-\L 

13ri e~ 

2) RO OF ivlA f E l<.lALS AN D S'TlZUCTUI<.E 
Roofing fell over limber boarcls 

3) PO WE R SOURCI ' 
Ekel riei I y 

4) D l iVll: :,\,S IO i'\S i) L 4.4m ii ) W 3.5m iii ) 1-1'1' 2,7')m 

IZUl.vl1: .'LvIIlIR 

SI/\ In I) , \11 ' 

1956 

'\( j rz 
TL 37675 00795 

1 .,1) I)A I L 

DOCUMENTARY REFERENCES 

Plans 
H66 

1972 
1992 

B01 - B02 Plans and Elevations 1950 to 1951 

ERDE List. Sewer Pump House 
RARDE List. Sewer Pump House 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
IZ('II \ ·II . 
1) 206/ H/ 6 02 Fel) 1993 From South West 

206 / S/ 2 16 Mar 1993 From North East 

S) The pump house is a small rectangular building set on a low earthen mound. The bu ilding is entered 
through a single door on tile north side, demolished Aug ust 1993, 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHA IVI ABBEY 

NUi\mER () LD SE I~I ES R Cl 1.\'11, .'\ l.VI ll 1 Y. 'Ui .I'. 

H32 TL 37608 00928 

NAME/FUNCTION ST;\ ln 1)"\ 11 L'\ 1) 1); \'1'1' 

Porta cabin offices 198? 

NO PHOTOGRAPHY 
AVAILABLE 

CARTOGRAPIIIC DLI)ICTI()I\' 1)( lCL \1 1 :.'\ 1 .. \ I, Y RI '1'1: IZ L'\c:J ·: S 

1972 ERDE List· Portacabin Off ices 
1992 RARDE List: Portacabin Offices 
1992 FBRC Office 

PHOTOGRA PH Y 

I 

PHOTOG RAPHY 

I 
HISTORIC RClI VII 

RELATIO NSIIIPS \v ITII ()THU, \1lL,\Uc"'LNTS 

ASSOCIATeD WITII : 111. 11:!. 11 3. 11:>. II () . Hi ll. 11 11. 11J::!. 11(,(, . 1171 

I CONDITION Ciuod I 
DESCRIPTIO,\! 

Modern portacabin not described. 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHA IVI ABBEY 

NUivlBER 

H37 
OLD SERIES 

NAME/FUNCIION 

Police gate house 

CARTOGRA PHIC DEPI CTION 

> 1940 
1954 
c1960 
c1963 
1972 
1972 
1976 

WASC 900/ 91A : H37? 
A - B.34 : H37 

WASC 900/ 94 : H37 
WASC 900/ 97 : H37 

WASC 900/ 102: H37 
WASC 900/ 104: H37 
WASC 900/ 113: H37 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
HISTORIC 

RELATIO NS HIPS WI'III ()TIII'IZ \10NL\·1L.'\TS 

IZc:I 1\ 11: .'\l'\ II WIZ 

S'I/\ In 1):\'11· 

1964 

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE 

Plans: 

.'\( iR 

TL 37692 00591 

L '<I) I)A I L 

H37 B01 . B09 Plans and Elevations 1963 to 1971 

1972 
1992 

ERDE List: Old Police Gatehouse 
RARDE List: Old Police Gatehouse 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
RClI \ 'IL 
1) 206/ S/ 10 16 Mar 1993 Police lodge from North 

ASSOCli-\TEIJ WITII I J3R U V LlZLlLS: RCll iVIE 311"' 1{C1 I,\ ·1i: l l.j·! 

CONDITION Fai r 

DESCRIPTION 
1) CONSTRUCTIONAl. \1 ;\TLRIAL 

Brick 

2) ROOf' iVI;\TEIZI A LS /'1 N D STRUCTURE 
Fi ar eOlletTle roof 

3) PO WIOI, S()UIZCL 
Elcclricil) 

4) DI !vI L.'\S I() ~S i) I. 7 . .\111 ii ) W S.')3111 iii) liT 1. 7111 

5) L shaped building , all the opening were boarded over at the time of survey. 
Demo lished August 1993. 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - VVALTHAM ABBEY 

NUiV1l3ER 

H38 

NAME/FUNcn m i 

Gas meter house 

O U ) SER IES 

CARTOGRA I'III C 1) L1 ' ICTI()!" 

c1960 
c1963 
1972 
1972 
1976 

WASC 900/ 94 ; H38 
WASC 900/ 97 ; H38 

WASC 900/ 102 ; H38 
WASC 900/ 104 ; H38 
WASC 900/ 113 ; H38 

PI-I OTOG RAI'I-1Y 
I-IISTO RI C 

RELA fl ONS HII'S W ITH (lIIIUZ \1();,\U\1L:\ I S 

ASSOCIA TE!) W ITII : I J:l7 

CO NDITION F"ir 

DESCRII'TIOi'\ 
1) CO'\SflZUCII();,\,L\L MATloRI ;\L 

Br;L" 

2) ROOF iV!/ \T'LlZ Ir\LS ,'\NO STIWCr URE 
Flal cOllcre l e slab 

3) PO WIC:: R SUURU : 
Elect ricil y and gas 

4) Dli'vIENSltl NS i) L 3.0111 ii ) W 2.4:>111 iii ) liT 2), 111 

I{ Cl 1.\,1 I: .'\ L .\111 1 UZ 

SI/\ In !) ,\TI 

1963 

.'\J i . IZ. 

TL 37677 00586 

Lt,\!) IM TL 

1992? 

1)( )cL' \ ,11 : '\T,\ IZ Y IZI TIIZL:\U :S 

Plans 

1972 
1992 

H.37.B.01 22.163 

ERDE List; Old Gas Meter House 
RARDE List; Old Gas Meter House 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
IZ(,II \'I I ~ 

1) 206/ K/ 12 01 Feb 1993 From South West 
206/ S/ 8 16 Mar 1993 From East 

5) Single storey valve house w ith a single blue door on the eastern si de . 
Demol ished August 1993. 



THE ROYAL GUN POWDER FACTORY - WALTHAM ABB EY 

NUMBER OLD SERIES I'Cl L" I !.: '\U\1I1LR '\ ( ; I,. 

H54 TL 37673 00909 

NAME/FUNCrI O~ ST A RT IMTL 1:,:" 1) I)A T L 

Build ing Post 1945 by 1967 

NO PHOTOGRAPHY 
AVAILAB LE 

CA RTOG RAPHI C DEI'I CrI O~ 1)( )CL) \ 'II S I ,\ R Y IZ U LRI:::'-.C!·cS 
1960 Drg No LSG/ 8; H54 

PH OTOG R;\P I I, ' PII< )T<)(; 1, /\1'11 Y 

HIST O RI C RCI I \ 'Ii : 

I 
RELA T IO NSH IPS W ITII UT I-IE R ,\ 'IONUMI::"T S 

ASSOCLATED W ITI-I: 111 2'1 

I CON DITI ON Demolished I 
D ESC RIPTI O'\ 
1) CO,\S' !"R UC: 1"1 (),\,\ I. ,VI;\TERJA L 

2) RO O F \ IA I"I:IZI ,\ I.S , \,\ 1) STR CCllj !l. r: 

3) pmv u, S() L1,(T 

4) D I 'vI['\SIOr-;S i) L ii)W iii) I-IT 

5) No surface remai ns of this bu ilding were seen. 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - vVALTI-IA 1VI AllBEY 

NUMBER O LD SERIES IZClI \ ,ll : .'\L \ mUZ .'\( i.i{ 

H64 TL 37673 00909 

NAi'vl E/ FUi\CTI( )i\ ST,\l ZT D.\ TJ: L ,\ l) IM TJ: 

Process Water Suppl y To Building H1 2 1948? 

NO PHOTOGRAPHY 
AVAILABLE 

CARTOGRA PHI C DEPl c rIO ".; DOeL.: \ '11 ': '\'1',\ IZ Y I~I XLIZL:\CLS 

1972 WASC 900/ 102 ; H64 Plans: 

1972 WASC 900/ 104 : H64 H64 BOl - B03 Plans an d Elevations 1948 

PI-IOTOGRA PHY PHOTOGRAPHY 

HISTORIC IZ(, II \ 'IL 

I 
RE L;-\TIO i'\S I-III'S W ITII OT II EIZ \ IOi\UiVIE,\TS 

ASSO CIAT ED WITI I: 

I COND ITIO f\ Demolished I 
DESCRIPTIO \' 

5) Nu S U rI';Il'C re III a i Il S 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHA iVI ABBEY 

NUMBEIZ 

H65 

NAME/ FUi\CJ'! ( l!'\ 

Liquid fuel magazine 

(l L!) SUZII :S 

CARTOGRA PHI C I) IOPI c: r IOf\' 

1972 
1972 
1976 

WASC 900/ 102 : H65 
WASC 900/ 104 : H65 
WASC 900/ 11 3 ; H65 

PHOTOGRA I' II Y 
HISTO RI C 

RELA TIO i'iSIIII 'S Will I (ll ll UZ .VIO l\' LJ\'IL,\IS 

ASSOCIATED \V Ill I: 1-112 

CONDIT10 f\' Ci ll<lcl 

DESCRIPT1 0 N 
1) CO r:STRUCI.IOi\AL \ili\TERIA L 

Breeze block 

2) ROOF i'vIA J'I IZI;\ LS /\ 1\'1) STRUCrLJIZE 
Corrugatcd a~h es t os 

3) P() \V[R S()UZCI: 
None 

4) DI i\H~i\S I() \:S i) L _\.1m ii) \V I.')m iii ) III 2.5m 

SI ;\ In 1):\11: 

1949 

Plan : 

TL 37592 00900 

1:,, 1) DA n : 

1992 

H65 B01 - 18/ 4/ 1949 : Layout of Dithekite Store 

1972 ERDE List. Small Concrete Shelter 
1992 RARDE List: Locker Magazine 

PHOTOG RAPHY 
Ize ll \-11: 
1) 206/ 1/ 34 01 Feb 1993 From Sou tll 

206 / T / 37 17 Mar 1993 From South East 

5) Th e fu el magazine is a small rectangular breeze block structure wi th an entrance on the northern si de, set 
w ithin an earth en mound. 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - VVALTHAM ABBEY 

NUivtB ER 

H66 

NAME/FUNCTI()i\' 

Locker Magazine 

()LI) SLRILS 

CARTOG RAP HI C 1)L1' ICTION 

c 1960 
c 1963 
1972 
1972 
1976 

WASC 900/ 94 : H66 
WASC 900/ 97 ; H66 

WASC 900/ 102 , H66 
WASC 900/ 104; H66 
WASC 900/ 113; H66 

PH OTOGI"(AI' H Y 
HISTO RI C 

IU::LATIU NS I·II I'S W ITI I (HII LR MO~LJMLi\'TS 

ASSOCIATED WITH H 10 

CONDIT ION Ci ood 

D ESCRIPT I ON 
1) CONSTRUClI O NA L MAT ERIAL 

Brick 

2) I"(O()F MATI 'R I;\ LS AN D STRUCTL:RI : 
COI'I"ug,llcd <I~b CS l l)~ 

3) I'OW r:I i. S()L' RCL 
Eicctricit) 

RClI \ IJ:'\L \ 111I 1i. 

S 1/\ IU )) ,\TI : 

19507 

TL 37640 00924 

1:,\ 1) I) ,\TI : 

1992 

1)()(L\IISI,\ Ii.Y 1i. ITUi.L.,\CI :S 

Plans; 
H66 

1972 
1992 
1992 

BOl - B02 . Plans and Elevations 1950 to 1951 

ERDE List. Locker Magazine 
RARDE List: Locker Magazine 
FBRC Class 1 Explosives 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Ii.CiI \ 11: 
1) 206/ K/ 3 01 Feb 1993 From South West 

206/ K/ 7 01 FelJ 1993 North side from West 
206/ Sj 29 17 Mar 1993 Locker Magazine Interior from 
West 

206/ S/3 1 17 Mar 1993 Locker Magazine from North 
East 

2)B892/ 26044 From North West 

4) D I i\H : i'\S IO"!S i) I , I).8 m ii) W 2.ClIll iii ) liT ( ;'II,ic :l.IlSIll 

5) The magazine is brick built w ith gabled ends. The magazine was entered through single doors painted red 
at either end of the northern side, Adjacent to each door on the outsicie of the building is a small shelf. The 
building is protected by a copper lightning conductor. Internally are six magazine lockers along the northern 
side of the building. 
Demolished August 1993. 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHAM ABBEY 

NUMBER 

H67a,b,c 

NAME/FUNCn Oi\ 

OLD SE I,I ES 

Ballistics Laboratory 
Mechanical testing areas 

CARTOCi I{ /\ I'III C DLI'ICTI()'\ 

c1960 
c1963 
1972 
1972 
1976 

WASC 900/ 94 • H67 
WASC 900/ 97 • H67 

WASC 900/ 102 • H67 
WASC 900/ 104 • H67 
WASC 900/ 113. H67 

PHOTOGRA I'HY 
HISTORIC 

RELA TIONS HIPS WITH OTI-IU{ VIONUMENTS 

ASSOCIAT ED WITI I: I I (,i-> . 11(,'). 11 711. 11 72 

COND IT IO!" I'A IR 

DESCRlPTIO N 
1) CONSTRUC I IO,\/\ L M /\TERI.A L 

Bri ck 

2) IWOF Mr\Tr;I,I /\ LS ;\1\ 1) S'fR UCT U I,L 
Flal c()nCl"clc sl;lh cove rccl hy rooring reil 

3) PO WER SOl.: RC I:: 
Electric il ), and stea m hea l 

ST /\I,T 1)/\ 11 

1955 

.'\( i R 

TL 37560 01165 

1 :'\' 1) I)A IL 

Plans . 
H67 BOI - B58 • Plans and Elevations 1955 to 1968 

1972 
1992 

ERDE List. Mechanical Testing Areas (a.b.c) 
RARDE List. Mechanical Testing Areas (a,b,c ) 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
IZUI \1L 
1) 206/ H/ 14 02 Feb 1993 Labs from Sou th East 

206/ H/ 15 02 Feb 1993 West end blas t wall 
206/ 0 / 30 16 Mar 1993 Front Elevation from South 
206/ 0 / 37 16 Mar 1993 

2) BB92/ 26054 H67 Mechanical Testing Ballistics Lab 
from Nortll West 

BB92/ 26055 H67 Mechanical Testing Inte rior West 
charnl) er from North East 

BB92/ 26056 H67 Mechanical Testing Test Bed from 
North East 

4) DliV1ENSIONS i) L 58.4m ii ) W 12.8m iii) HT 3.8m 

5) H67 is a single storey laboratory with a central corridor giving access to rooms on either side. At the western 
end of the building is a firing bay formerly closed by double metal doors protected by a breeze block blast 
wall. Demolished August 1993. 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHAIVI AB BEY 

NUMBER 

H68 

NAME/FUNCl'ION 

Test bed 

Ol ,l) SERIES 

CA RTOCi R,\I'I-II<: I ) I'I'ICTI():\ 

c1960 
c1963 
1972 
1972 
1976 

WASC 900/ 94 ; H68 
WASC 900/ 97 ; H68 

WASC 900/ 102 ; H68 
WASC 900/ 104 ; H68 
WASC 900/ 113: H68 

PHOTOGRA PI-I Y 
HISTORIC 

RELATIOi\'S IIII 'S WITII (HI-IUZ \ 1() i\'U;\1Ei\'T S 

ASSOCIA ITD Wrrl-\ 1-1 67. 11 ,,')' 11 70. 11 72 

CONDITION (i oo(1 

DESCRIPTIO :-J 
1) CONSTRUCTI O 'i\',L\1. ivl,.\TLRI i\ L 

r,cini'u rce d Concrete 

2) ROOF MA II~ RI /\I.S I\ N I) S'fRUCI U IU': 
Concrete slab 

3) PO WE I, SOUIZCE 
Elcel rici I y 

ST /\ RT I MTI: 

1956 

Plans: 

'd i.R. 

TL 37554 01192 

H68 BOl - B06 : Plans and Elevations 1955 to 1975 

1972 
1992 

ERDE List. Test Bed 
RARDE List . Test Bed 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
IZUI\'II 
1) 206/ H/ 16 02 Feb 1993 From South East 

206/ H/ 17 02 Feb 1993 From East 
206/ 0 / 34 16 Mar 1993 From East 
206/ 0 / 35 16 Mar 1993 From South East 
206/ 0 / 36 16 Mar 1993 From South West 

2) BB92/ 26057 H68 Firing Point from South West 
BB92/ 26058 H68 Firing Point from North East 
BB92/ 26059 H68 In terior of Firing Point South West 
cllamber from South West 

B692/ 26060 H68 In ter ior of Firing Point South West 
cllamber detail Nortll wall & flool 

4) DIi'vIENS IO NS i) L 11.45111 ii) W 8.35111 iii ) Ill' ~.(jl11 

5) The Test Bed has a central control room with two firing bays to tile west and a single bay to the east. Small 
apertures in the northern wall of the bu ild ing are protected by baffle walls constructed from railway sleepers 
and breeze block. Demolished August 1993. 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - "VALTHAM Allll EY 

NUMBER 

H68a 

NAM E/ FUNCTI ON 

Firing Tunnel 

()LD S Ic' RII~S 

CA RTO G RA I'HIC D IT ICTI O.'\ 

PHOTOGRA PH Y 
HISTORI C 

RELATIO NS HIPS WITII UTI IE IZ MONUM ENT S 

ASSOCIATED WITH 11 67. 1-168, Hm , 1-1 70, 1-172 

CONDIT IO N I /\IIZ 

D ESCRIPT ION 
1) COi\'STRU(TI O'\;i\ !. ivl !\T ERI A L 

Prc-casl concrete 

3) I'O \\' L IZ S(J L' RCL 
'\()Il~ 

Rc:! I VII : .,\L\ ll l I R 

ST ;\ 1,'1' I M TI 

1958? 

.',,( ;.R. 

TL 37544 01212 

I) ()CL \ 11 '\ I ,\IZl IZIT IIZI ,\c:! :S 

1972 ERDE Li st · Firing Tunnel / PCC Pipe 
1992 RARDE List: Firing Tun nel / PCC Pipe 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
IZ CII \1 1 
1) 206j H/ 18 02 Feb 1993 From 

206/ 0 / 33 16 Mar 1993 Fi ring tube from East 

4) DI M I: '\SI() ,'\,'i i) I . 1-1.8(" n ii) W - iii) 11'1' - i\ ) 1)1 /\ 11'J.)1l1 

5) Th~ I'i rill!; IUIlllel is COIlSlruCle ci ['ro lll \I\'cke SC!;IllC Il IS (\1' I"'C -l'"'' l'<"llTClc I"I'~ 'cl (\11 hr~c/~ hl(lck '"l cl li lll b er 

suppOrts. F r(lgmcll ls ur breeze block base inLiicill c 111:11 11 (Jlll'\.: C\lLlh.k'd lurlh~r \\l.,.:sl\\;'lrd:-,. 

Demolished August 1993, 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHAIVI AllBEY 

NUM BER 

H69 
O LD S I::: RI~S 

NAiV[E/ FUNCI'IO;,\ 

Magazine (Cordite Store) 

CArnOCil~i\l' lll C: Dt:I'ICTIC):" 

c1960 WASC 900/ 94 : H69 
c1963 WASC 900/ 97 ; H69 
1972 WASC 900/ 102 , H69 
1972 WASC 900/ 104 : 
1976 WASC 900/ 113 : 

Pi-I OT OGRM' HY 
i-IlSTORIC 

H69 
H69 

RELATIONSH IPS WIT H 0 11-1 ER MONUMENT S 

ASSOCIATED WITI-I: 11 (,7, H(,S, I-170, 1-172 

CONDITIOi\' Poor 

DESCRIP'n o;,\ 
1) CO:"STRLC 11() " ;\1. ,\III\ II:RI /\ I, 

13 I'll." 
2) ROOF '\·l ,-\ ITI(I,·\I.S ,\:" 1) STRLC ILl~L 

C(llTugatcd ,-\\hc\\()s 

3) Po\V[ R SOURC:E 
EIeL'iririi y 

4) D lMENS IO"S i) L 5.25111 ii) W 3.25111 iii) I-IT 2.8111 

I~ClI \' 1I :"L ' \IIW I( 

ST;\ In 1),\'11 

1958 

:" C; IZ 

TL 37576 01189 

1972 ERDE List: Magazine 
1992 RARDE List, Magaz ine 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
I~(II \ 11 

1) 206/ H/ 20 02 Feb 1993 From West 
206/ 0 / 31 16 Mar 1993 From South West 

5) Th e magazine was fi red in 1992. The magazine was entered til rougil a single red steel door on the west 
side, Demolished August 1993. 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHAlVI ABBEY 

NUMBER 

H70 

NAME/FUi'\C I'IC)i'\ 

Solvent store 

OLD SERIES 

CARTOGRAPH IC DLP ICl'lON 

c1960 
c1963 

1972 
1972 
1976 

WASC 900/ 94 : H70 
WASC 900/ 97 : H70 

WASC 900/ 102 : H70 
WASC 900/ 104 : H70 
WASC 900/ 113; H70 

PHOTOG I ~A PII Y 

I-Il STORJC 

RELA TIO NS HIPS WITH ClTIIUZ ,VIOi'\U\1L:\T S 

ASSOCIA TED WITII 11 (,7 II (,S. HhS,1. 1-1(>'), 11 72 

CONDITI ON (,,)od 

D ESCRIPTI ON 
1) C:Of\'ST IZLC T IO,\i\ L ;vl ;\TU ZI/\ 1. 

I3ri c" 

2) ROOF \ 'lAIL RI M ,S AND STRUCI URL 
Flat concrete slah 

3) POWER SO U RCE 
Elect ri city 

4) D IML:"SI0 0JS i) I 2,{'111 ii) W 2111 iii ) HT 2,78111 

S II\ I(II M T I , 

1958 

TL 37573 01200 

1:.'\1) I)AT!: 

1992 

1972 
1992 

ERDE List, Solvent Store 
RARDE List: Solvent Store 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
IZC' II \ ,11 ' 

1) 206 j Hj 19 02 Feb 1993 From West 
206/ 0 / 32 16 Mar 1993 From South West 

5) The store is a si ngle storey brick building wi th a flat concrete roof. It is ente red by a single yel low door on 
the west side with brass furniture, The interior is shelved and lit by electric lights. 
Demoli shed August 1993, 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHA iVl ABBEY 

NUMBER 

H71 

NAME/FUiWTI Oi\' 

()LD SEI,I ES 

Offices for propellant sect ion 

CA IUOGRA I'IIJc: I) IPICI'I()'\ 

c1960 WASC 900/ 94 , H71 
c1963 WASC 900/ 97 • H71 
1972 WASC 900/ 102 . H71 
1972 WASC 900/ 104 • 
1976 WASC 900/ 113 • 

PHOTOGRA PH Y 
HISTORI C 

H71 
H71 

RELA TIO NSH IPS WITII OTII EI( .\·10NUM L,\TS 

ASSOCIA T ED WITI'L H 1. lE H3, H5, H6, 111 0, HI!. J-I(JC, 

CONDITIO N Good 

DESCRJPTIO N 
1) CO NSTRUCTI00!i\ L MAT ERI A L 

BriL'~ 

2) ROO I' .\·I.\Tr:n,J.\I.S /\'\1) STRlX TLI( I: 
Roofing fell o\"e r i"];:1l rool 

3) P() WU( S()L.: I(C I : 

EkL' 1 ri cily "Ild SIC,1I11 I1e<l 1 

4) DIME'\SICl 0!S i) L 14.5 111 i i) W,),3 111 ii i) HT ~.1111 

RC: II \ II .'\L'\lln I( 

ST /\ In J) .\TL 

1956 

TL 376 10 00943 

1:'(1) IM TL 

I)l)( 'L .\ 11 :.'\'1.\ In IU T I : I(I: .'\C I :S 

Plans. 
H71 

1972 
1992 
1992 

B01 ' B 1 0 • Plans and Elevations 1956 to 1970 

ERDE List. Offices Adjoining H10 
RARDE List' Offices Adjoining H10 
FBRC Off ice 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
RCII VII : 
1) 206/ H/ 8 02 Feb 1993 Frorn SOUtll West 

206 / T 11 17 Mar 1993 Frorn SOUtll West 

5) Th e offices are joined to H10 by a short corridor. Entry to tile off ices was also gained through double doors 
on the north and south sides, The full length of the western side of the building is glazed while the eastern 
side is lit by srnal ler w indows, 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHA 1VI ABBEY 

NUMBER 

H72 

NAME/FUNCTIOi': 

OLD SERIES 

Compressor hOLlse for H67 

CA IC[OClR;\ I'I II C 1l I:I' ICTI():'\ 

c 1960 
c 1963 
1972 
1972 
1976 

WASC 900/ 94 ; H72 
WASC 900/ 97 ; H72 

WASC 900/ 102 ; H72 
WASC 900/ 104; H72 
WASC 900/ 113 ; H72 

PI-I OTOGRAI'HY 
HISTORIC 

RELATIO:-JS I-I II 'S W I I II O'I I II I{ \ 1():\U;-"1 1:,\TS 

ASSOCIATT:D WITI I: 11(,7 

CON D IT IO i'\ Ci llUd 

D ESCR IPTIO;" 
1) C:U'\'SIRLC I IU:'\,\ 1. \ 'I,\TLRL\L 

Bri l'~ 

2) ROOf !vl i\TLRII\ LS ;-\i'\D STRUCTU I{ I:: 
Flat til11ber Ilf)arcis l'owrcd by roofing fe l l. 

3) POWER S()URU':: 
Elect ricit y 

4) DIMEi'.'S IO[\.'S i) L 3,8111 ii ) W 3.15 111 i i i) HT 2,75111 

1{c:J I VIL "\L. .VII11: 1{ 

S'L\ I{T I)AIL 

1960 

Plan: 

TL 37590 0 11 66 

L~D DA rT 

1992 

H72 BOl - 13/ 11 / 1959 : Proposed Building for 
Nitrogen Compressor 

1972 
1992 

ERDE List: Compressor House for H67 
RARDE List: Compressor House for H67 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
I{CIIVII 

1) 206/ H/ 13 02 Feb 1993 From South East 
206/ L/ 3 09 Mar 1993 From South East 

5) A small brick building entered from the north side through double yellow painted cioors, Externally on the 
soutll wall are two pressure gauges by Budenburg Broadheatll Manchester houseci in a protective casing, 
Demolished August 1993, 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHAM ABBEY 

NUMI3ER OLI) SERIES RCl 1c.,W ,'\L\'ll lUZ '\ .CiR. 

278,2.79,280,281,282 TL 377 19 00665 

Nf\M E/ FU;\'CI'IOi'\ ST,\RT 1).·\'1'1 1:'\1) 1);\'1'1: 

New Saltpetre Refinery 181 6 195? 

I 

NO PHOTOGRAPHY 

I 
AVAILABLE 

CA RTOG RA P 1-11 c: J) 1:1' 1 eT I ()'\ f) () C l' ,VII :'\' I. \I n RI TLlZ L;\ CI ,S 

1827 WASC 900/ 04 + MPHH 27 1 :35.36 ,37.38 New 1830 Drayson.F. p33 35 Saltpetre refine ry. 
Refinery 36 Storehouse 

1830 W0552694 1830 W055/ 2694 37 Mixing & Storehouse. 
1830 WASC 900/05 38 Crystallisi ng house 
c1830 WASC 900/ 06 1841 W055/ 2856 37 Mixing & Storehouse. 
c1835 WASC 900/ 07 38 Crystallisi ng house 
1861-1868 WASC 900/ 10A 1908 RGPF Ledger WASC 1509 + WASC 1764 : 
1865 WASC 900/ 13 Saltpetre Store / Melting House,Crystallizing 
1865 WASC 900/ 14 House.Groug ll Store. Refining House built 1816 
1871 SUPP5682 p31-2 
1865 WASC 900/ 38 ~ SUPP5 975 c 1925 RGPF Ledge r WASC 1680 : Saltpetre 
1865 WASC 900/ 41A Store / Melting House.Crystallizing 
1865 WASC 900/ 42 House.Grough Store. Refin ing House 
1897 WASC 900/ 53C c1945 RGPF Ledge r WASC 1508 : Sal tpetre 
c1910 WASC 900/ 65 Sto re / Melting House.Crystallizi ng 
c 1910 WASC 900/ 79 House .Groug ll Store. Refining House 
191 7 WASC 900/ 70 
1917 WASC 900/ 72 
1919 WASC 900/ 74 
c1920 WASC 900/ 80 
1923 WASC 900/ 84 
1923 WASC 900/ 84 : 288 
1932 WASC 900/ 87 : 288 
> 1940 WASC 900/9 1A 
1954 A - B.34 : HS 30 
c1960 WASC 900/ 94 : H30 

PHOTOGRAI'IIY 1'1 I ()T()( 01 (\1' 111' 
HISTORJC RClI \ '1 J: 

RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTH ER j\IIO NUMEN I'S LIl~llulVn 

I COND IT IOi'\ DeJl1 l1 lisilcd I 
DESCRIPTIOI\' 

No SlI r fi lL'C l{cl11<lins 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHA iVI ABBEY 

NUM BER 

NAME/FUi'\C rIO \ 

()L)) S U~ILS 

288 

Saltpetre Refinery Building 
Store House 
Guncotton Refining House 
Acetate of Lime Store 
Clean Store 

CA RTO(il~A I'I-11C I)U'ICII()\ 

1806? WO 78/ 1352 + MR 580 
1827 WASC 900/ 04 + MPHH 271 : Store House 
1830 W055 2694 
1830 WASC 900/ 05 
c1830 WASC 900/ 06 
c1835 WASC 900/ 07 
1861-1868 WASC 900/ 10A 
1865 WASC 900/ 13 
1865 WASC 900/ 14 
1871 SUPP5 682 
1865 WASC 900/ 38 + SUPP5 975 : General Store 
1865 WASC 900j 41A 
1865 WASC 900/ 42 
1897 WASC 900/ 53C 
c1900 WASC 900/ 79 : Aceton e Factory 
c1910 WASC 900/ 65 
c1910 WASC 900/ 79 
1917 WASC 900/ 70 
1917 WASC 900/ 72 
1919 WASC 900/ 74 
c1920 WASC 900/ 80 
1923 WASC 900/ 84 : General Store 
1932 WASC 900/ 87 288 
> 1940 WASC 900/ 91a 
1954 A-8.34 HS30 
c1960 WASC 900/ 94: H30 

PI-]OTOGRi\ PI-IY 
HISTORI C 

IZc:ll \ 11 .'\l\l l lI: l' 

ST /\ IZT n A il : 

1801 -06 
1827 
1865'1 

1900? 
by 1923 

\ .( ;.1( 

TL 37660 00600 

1: \, )) I );\T E 

1827 
1865? 
1900? 
by 1923 

1)( ill\ 11 '\1 , \ I'" IZITIRL,'\C I cS 

1807 Statement of Property W055 2694 
1830 Statement of Property W055 235 1 
1841 Statement of Property W055 2856 
1851 Statement of Property W055 3027 

1908 RGPF Ledge r WASC 1509 + WASC 1764 : 
Ace ton e Factory 

c1925 RGPF Ledger WASC 1680: Ace tone Factory 
c1945 RGPF Leclge r WASC 1508: Acetone Factory 

I'll ! IT !)( i 1,,\ 1' 11 '1 
11.(11 \ :11: 

1) 8892/ 26036 From Northeast 



RELATIONSHIPS WITII CHHUZ iVIUNU iVIENTS 

ASSOCIATED WITII 21';8. 2')1 

I CONDIT I ON Demoli shed I 
DESCRIPTIO\" 

1\0 SlIrC<lcc l ~ c m(lills 

2RR proh<lhly rCI)rc~clns 11l l: o riginal strulo1l11"C 

I· 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHAM ABBEY 

NUMBER OLD SERIES Rc:! I.\H: :'\Uvl nLl~ 0:.Ci.R. 

291 TL 3766 1 00586 

NAME/ FUNCTIO i\! STA RT DArJ: L0:\) DAT I: 

Saltpetre Refinery Building 180 1-06 1865? 
Gun Cotton Building (pa rt of) 1865? 1898 
Acetate of Lime and Drum Store 1898? by1923 
Clean Store 1923 

I 

NO PHOTOGRAPHY 

I 
AVAILABLE 

CA RTOGRA PH IC IlLPICTION D()( 'L' \ '11 ':'\1',\ I ~'" I ~ 1 TU\! :" C1 :S 

1806? WO 78/ 1352 + MR 580 1807 Statement of Property W055 2694 
1827 WASC 900/ 04 + MPHH 271 1830 Statement of Property W055 2351 
1830 WO 55 2694 1830 Drayson.F. Plan & Elevation pl 
1830 WASC 900/ 05 1841 Statement of Property W055 2856 
c1830 WASC 900/ 06 1851 St3tement of Property W055 3027 
c1835 WASC 900/ 07 
1861- 1868 WASC 900/ 10A 1908 RGPF Leclger WASC 1509 + WASC 1764 ; 
1865 WASC 900/ 13 Acetate of Lime ancl Drum Sto re bu ilt pre 1872 
1865 WASC 900/ 14 p33 
1871 SUPP5682 c1925 RGPF Leclger WASC 1680 : Acetate of Lime 
1865 WASC 900/38 + SUPP5 975 : Gun Cotton ancl Drum Store 
1865 WASC 900/ 41A c1945 RGPF Leclge r WASC 1508, Acetate of Lime 
1865 WASC 900/ 42 3ncl Dru III Store 
1897 WASC 900/ 53C 
c1910 WASC 900/ 65 
c1910 WASC 900/ 79 
1917 WASC 900/ 70 
1917 WASC 900/ 72 
191 9 WASC 900/ 74 
c1920 WASC 900/ 80 
1923 WASC 900/ 84 : Clean Store 
1932 WASC 900/ 87 ; 291 
> 1940 WASC 900/ 91A 
1954 A - 8.34 : HS 31 
c1960 WASC 900/ 94 : HS31 

PI-I 0'['0<1 R/\ I' ll Y I' I IC)T ()( j l ~ , \I' II) 

HISTOIW : 1 ~c:J l VII ' 

RELArIONSI-I II'S WITH OTH E I~ MONUMLNT S 

ASSOClATU ) WITI I 2R8. 2') liI 

I COND IT ION DCl110 li shcd I 
D ESCRII'TI O i\ 

1\0 SUl'ftllT Rem.tlllS 
2()1 prllh;lhly l\.:prcscnls the {)rigill~tI ~l l'lI L'llI l \ . .' :tflcr \ ' ;lri\llJ~ :lil C I':lill)ll;'" 



I 

THE ROYAL GUN POWDER FACTORY - WALTHAM AB BEY 

NUMBE R 

NAj\II E/ FUNCII OI\' 

O L D SERIES 

291a 

Building (part of Saltpetre refinery) 
Crystallising House 
Gun Cotton Factory (part of) 
Aceton e Factory (part of) 
Timber Store 

Re! 1\ ,11: '\ l \WII, 

ST,\ RT J),\T I: 

pre 1783 
1827 
by 1863 
c1900 
by 1923 

,\.( j .JZ. 

TL 37680 00577 

1: .,\1) I)A ll: 

1827 
by 1863 
c1900 
by 1923 

NO PHOTOGRAPHY 
AVAILABLE 

CART OG RA PIII C DLP I(TIO\' 

1783 
1783 
1801 
1806? 
1827 

1830 
1830 
c1 830 
c1 835 
186 1-1868 
1865 
1865 
187 1 
1865 
1865 
1865 
1897 
c1 910 
c1 9 10 
1917 
19 17 
1919 
c 1920 
1923 
> 1940 
1954 

WASC 900/ 01 + MR 593 
WASC 900/ 01A 
WASC 900/ 58 + MR 580 
WO 78/ 1352 + MR 580 
WASC 900/ 04 + MPHH 27 1 ; Crystallising 
House 
WO 55 2694 
WASC 900/ 05 
WASC 900/06 
WASC 900/ 07 

WASC 900/10A 
WASC 900/ 13 
WASC 900/ 14 
SUPP5682 
WASC 900/ 38 + SUPP5 975 : Gun Cotton 
WASC 900/ 41A 
WASC 900/ 42 
WASC 900/ 53C 
WASC 900/ 65 
WASC 900/ 79 
WASC 900/ 70 
WASC 900/ 72 
WASC 900/ 74 
WASC 900/ 80 
WASC 900/ 84 ; Timber Store 
WASC 900/ 91A 
A - 8 .34 

PH OT OCiRA l'll Y 
HISTO RI C 

RELATI ONSHIPS WIT II OTII UZ \ IIO NUi'VI ENT S: 

ASSOCIATI:D WITH: 2:-;f;. 2') 1. IZCl IME JJ:l. RCII :vI L .115 

I COND ITI ON I)CIlHlli,hed 

DESClZlPTI O\' 

No SUl"f' Il'C I Z C I1l;llll~ 

1)( )CL \11 I:'\Ti \ 1,1 I, I T I , I, I ,:-\CLS 

1807 Statement of Property W055 2694: 14 Saltpetre 
Crystallisin g 

1830 Statement of Property W055 2351: 26 
Crystallising House 

1830 Drayson F Plan and Elevation p2 
184 1 Statement of Property W055 2856: 26 

Crystallising House 
1851 Statement of Property W055 3027; 62 

Crystallis ing House 
1908 RGPF Ledger WASC 1509: 291 Ace tate of Lime 

and Drum Store 

I' II ( JT ()( jJ { ;\ I' II Y 
IW II \ '11 : 

P l'ohahle 111;11 2')1,1 l'ep l'ese ll l s 'I IaI CI' 2(11h Cellllll'y hllildlt1 ~ \\1111 ,·" rllel' 1Illllc l'lIill~ ,I I'lI l'l11 I'e' 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHA iVI AB BEY 

NWvl l3ER 

NAME/FUNcn o " 

Boiler House 
Store 

OLD SLlW :S 

294 

CA RTOCiRA PIJI C DL PlCn o "! 

IZC II \ II , '\L \ 111 1.IZ 

ST,\lZT I)X IT' 

by 1923 

NO PHOTOGRAPHY 
AVAILABLE 

'(i R. 

TL 33720 00588 

L:,\D D/\TE 

c1 835 WASC 900/ 07 
1861 -1868 WASC 900/ 10A 

1908 Ledger WASC 1509 p35 built before 1872 
Boiler House boilers removed 

1865 WASC 900/ 13 
1865 WASC 900/ 14 
1871 SUPP5 682 
1865 WASC 900/ 38 + SUPP5 975 
1865 WASC 900/ 41A 
1865 WASC 900/ 42 
1897 WASC 900/ 53C 
c 1910 WASC 900/ 65 
c1 910 WASC 900/ 79 
1917 WASC 900/ 70 
1917 WASC 900/ 72 
1919 WASC 900/ 74 
c1 920 WASC 900/ 80 
1923 WASC 900/84: Store 

PH O'r OG R/\P I I Y 
HISTORIC 

RELATI ONSIIIPS WIT II ( nl-Il~ I Z iVl ON UMLNT S 

ASSOCIATED WIT IL RClIiVI E 3 16 Ea rl y (jullCOllnll l 'arlO ry 

I CONDITI ON " ' '''01"",,1 

D ESC IZII'T I() " 
1) CO :'\STIW( ' I' IO .\!A L iVI,\TE IZL'\! . 

nrid, 

2) ROO I \ 'L\TLRI/\ LS , \:'\1) STIZUTLlZI: 
T iles 

3) I'OWLlZ SOLlZU: 
S l e' "l) 

4) D l iVII :,\;S I00.'S ,) L ii ) W ",) Ill' 

1'1 I ()T ()( i IZ,\ I' ll Y 
RUI\'II: 

1',\lZT () I ': 

5) Former boiler house associated wi tll til e ear ly Guncotton Factory adjacen t to the Highbridge Street entrance. 



THE ROYAL GUNPOW'DER FACTORY - WALTHA IVI ABBEY 

NUM BER OLD SEI~IES RClI \1 L .'\LVlIll : 1\ .'\(; 1\ 

100 TL 37704 00680 

NAME/FUNCl!C)!'-: S'I '/\ 1\'1 ' DAIL L.'\ I) I) !\' I L 

Narrow gauge rai lway swing bridge 191 6 

NO PHOTOGRAPHY 
AVAILABLE 

CA RToe; 1,/\ 1'111 C I) I:I' tell ()'\ 1)( )( ' l. \ '11 : '\ L\ In 1\11'1: 1\ I :'\ (' 1:-; 
1')[(, \\ ',' \-;(' ')111 / ~(,5 ~2 VI"" ]eJ](. ]) clails or Swing Bridge 

1l~~lr S;t!t!1t..:lrc IZ crinc r~ 

1')[(, W .. \-;C ')111 / 21'(,7 June 1')[ 1, -;\\'ing Ihiclge (;re<l l 
Il l) [l[1J1 [)c\,jils 01 ll[lClllllg gear 

W,\S(, ')1)1 / 2(,<) ,'\,lI D<lled -;wing Bridgc (Jrc<l1 H appil 

I 
rc\"iscd detail:-. u f celltr. !! pier 

1917 WASC 901 / 282 7 ·Feb·1917 Swing Bridge Great 
Hoppit details of locking gear 

1989 Jenkins p394.413 

PI-IOTOGRA I)I-IY PHOTOGRAPHY 
HISTORIC RCl 1\ '1 L 

1) Jenkins J M 1989 p394 2)BB92/ 26462 Detail Swing Bridges Great Hoppit 
2) PRO Supply 5/ 861 327 (no date) 

RELATIONSIIIPS WITH OTHER MONUMENT S 

ASSOCIATED WITll: 

I COND ITI ON P OOl" I 
DESCRWJI() i\! 

Tile remains of tile sVtling bridge comprise tile central concretE' pier in the middle 01 the canal and a concrete 
abutment on ti,e western bank, The line of the tramway may be followed westwards as an earthwork 
embankment for 15m with a width of 3,9m, 

The bridge formerly comprised a fixed eastern section and a section on the western side that swung on a 
turntable fixed to the west bank (Jenkins 1989,394), The fixed eastern portion ami the controlling signal was 
demoli shed in 1987 (Jenkins 1989, 413) 



( . 
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THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTO RY - WALTHAIVI AB BEY 

NUMBER 

NAME/ FUNCIIO;\ 

Edge runn er 
Capstan base 

()LD SERI ES RCl li'vIL :\U .Vl nLl~ 

262 

ST A RI' 1) .·Hi: 

NO PHOTOGRAPHY 
AVAILABLE 

:\.( i .R. 

TL 37692 00651 

CARTOGRi\PI Il C DIOPICTIOf': I)()( 'L' \11 : '\'1..\ R 1 IZI 1'1 :I~ I :. '\('l:S 

PH OTOG R;\ PH Y 
]-lI STO [UC 

RELATIO NSH IPS WITII CHII LR .\iJONU;-'1Ei\T S 

ASSOCIATED W ITH 

I COND IT IO:\," 

DESCRIPTIO :\ 
1) C:()"ST I~U 1'1 0:\ .'\ !. \ I , \TU~I.·\L 

Lim L'sto ll e 

4) D I \ 'I [:\S I() ;\S iii)\\' lI.-I(Jlll i\') DI.·\ Uqm 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
I ~C :11 \ ·11 : 

5) The gunpowder mill edge runner is set Ilorizontally. the crackeej stone Ilas been strengthened by the 
addition of iron bars bolted an d se t in lead. 

The edge runner appears to have been reused as a base for a capstan proba lJly to aid tile passage of 
barges through the forme r canal to the south. 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHAM ABBEY 

NUMBER () L\) SERI ES I ~C: IIVII : ;\L\'I I1J:JZ .'\( i.R. 

311 TL 37694 00596 

NAME/FuNeTI( ) 1'\ ST,\ RT I) .. \T I: L ;'\ \) I) /\"I"L 

Saltpetre Refin ery pre 1783 by 1806 

NO PHOTOGRAPHY 
AVAILABLE 

CA IZTO(il(i\ I'III C J)U' I(TI() .'\ 1)()CL \11 ,1.\ ln IZI T I :1( 1 :'\( 'I :S 

1783 WASC 900/ 01 + MR 593 
1783 WASC 900/ 01A 
1801 WASC 900/ 58 + MR 580 

PI-IOTOGRi\I'IIY 1'11()I()(;tUI'II'\ 

HISTORIC I(CII \ 11 ' 

RELA TIO NSIIII'S WITH O'J'I'ILR MONUME\TS 

UNDERLIES: RCI-IMLlI2') 1·137" 

I CONDrnON Del1101isll Cci I 
DESCRJPTIO'\" 

\" 0 SurfilL'L' 1~ L' m ; lIll :-' 

[, 



THE ROYAL GUN POWDER FACTORY - WALet'HAM ABBEY 

NUivll3ER OLD SL RI ES 1 ~ C1 1.\ ·11 : ;\L ,VII lU~ ,'\,CiX 

312 TL 37690 00594 

NA m / FU NCTIO;\ START 1):\'11: [;\,D DAr E 

Saltpetre Refi nery Building 180 1-06 pre 1827 

NO PHOTOG RAPHY 
AVAILABLE 

CA RTOG RA PHI C J)[ I'lCfl O N DoeL ;',,11 S I'. \ I~ Y I ~ I :. 1 : U~L ,'\C :LS 

I. 1806 WO 78/ 1352 + [viR 580 : 

PHOTOG RA I'II l' 1'1 I ClT()C i In I'll '1 

HISTO RI C IZCl I\11: 

RELATIONSHI I'S WITH OTH ER MONUi'vI Ei\T S 

OVERLlES: RCH i',,1 L :lll'} 

I CON D IT ION I k lll<>lisilcd I 
DESCRII'TIO;\ 

.'\'0 Surf'll'c I { CIll< lill~ 



THE ROYAL GUN POWDER FACTORY - WALTHA IVI ABBEY 

NUM I3ER () IJ) SI-: RI [S "Cl I ~' 1 1: ,\ l ' \ -trl I IZ ,'\( ; 11. 

313 TL 37672 00608 

NAiVI E/ Flj,'\CTI 0'\ ST /\ IZI 1), \ 11: 1: '\1) I)A II : 

Saltpetre Refin ery Bu ilding 1801-06 1827 
Sulphur Refini ng House 1827 1865? 
Gun Cotton Build ing 1865? 1900? 
Acetone Factory c1900 

I 

NO PHOTOG RAPH Y 

I 
AVAILABLE 

CA RTOG RA PH IC I)U' IC I IU,\ 1)()cL \ '11:,\'1',\ IZ ') 11. 11 nZI: '\(, l:s 

1806? WO 78/ 1352 + MR 580 1807 Statement of Prope rt y W055 2694 
1827 WASC 900/ 04 + MPHH 271 ; Sulpll ur 1830 Statement of Prope rt y W055 235 1: 30 Su lphur 

Ref ini ng House Refining House 

1830 W0552694 1841 Statement of Property W055 2856; 30 Sulphur 

1830 WASC 900/ 05 Refining House 
c1830 WASC 900/ 06 1851 Statement of Property W055 3027 
c1835 WASC 900/ 07 
186 1-1 868 WASC 900/ 10A 1830 Drayson,F, Drwgs 6 & 7 Su lphur by Fusion 

1865 WASC 900/ 13 
1865 WASC 900/ 14 
1871 SUPP5682 
1888 WASC 900/ 38 + SUPP5 975 : Gun Cotton 

1900 WASC 900/ 79 Acetone Factory 

PHOT OG RA I' I-I'!, I' I IOT( )( de \l ' l l , 

HISTO RI C IZCl I ~ill ,: 

RELAT IONSIIII'S WITII () lll i': IZ :\10NUivI L ,\T S 

ASSOCIA n :::1) W ITII : 2~~ , 2') 1. 2')1 /\ , RCH M I: 31S 

I CONDIT ION Del11 0lished I 
D ESCRIPT IO, 

No SlI ri'a cc RCI11"jns 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHA IVI ABBEY 

NUMBER OLD SERI ES RCII :"II: .'\[.;\'1111:1, '\.(; .1\ . 

314 TL 37687 00589 

NAME/FUNCTI O ~ ST;\RT J)xrl : 1:.':1) I);\TL 

Building 1827-65 1890? 

NO PHOTOGRAPH Y 
AVAILABLE 

CARTOG RA I' 11 IC r)!-~ I'I C rl ():,\ DOCUII S l r\I,Y I' I T I RL.':C: I S 

1865 WASC 900/ 38 + SUPP5975 

PI-IOTOG R/\ 1'1 11' I'II( IT()( i IC\ 1'11'1 

H ISTO RIC RClI \ 'IL 

RELATIONSHIPS WITII OTHEI, MONU ivI E:'-!T S 

UNDERLIES: I13n 

I COND IT IO.'\ D emolished I 
DESCRIPTIO.': 

?\!o Slll'l'an; I{cmalns. i" lIllL'lil111 01" thi~ huilding. i~ 1Il1klltm"n IH b~lhly :1;-";-"\)(1;111 .. :1..1 ,,"illl (iUIl CO\l()fl Fi: Il' tory. 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHAIVI AllBEY 

NUMBER OLD SERIES RCI-I :vl l: ::\U;Vll l l . R N_ Ci.R . 

315 TL 37658 00606 

NAivI E/FUi'\CTI O:\ ST .\ In I) .- \ T I: 1: :\ 1) I) .. \ T L 

Copper Smiths Fo rge & Engine HOLl se 1806-27 1863 
Guncotton Factory 1863 c 1900 
Acetone Factory c 1900 

NO PHOTOGRAPH Y 
AVAILABLE 

CA RTOGRA PHI C D EPI (TION I)O C:L'\11 :, T i\ IZ Y RI TLR I -:.'U :S 

1827 WASC 900/ 04 + MPHH 271 ; Copp er Smi ths 1807 W055! 2351 
Forge 1830 W055/ 2694: 29 Forge & Engine House 

1830 WO 55 2694 1841 W055/ 2856: 29 Forge & Engine House 

1830 WASC 900/ 05 1851 W055j3027 59 Forge & Engine House 
c1830 WASC 900/ 06 
c 1835 WASC 900/ 07 
1861- 1868 WASC 900/ 10A 
1865 WASC 900/ 13 
1865 WASC 900/ 14 
1871 SUPP5682 
1865 WASC 900/ 38 + SUPP5975 

PI-I OTOG R;-\I'I IY I' II ()T ( H dnl' l l 'I 

HIST O RIC IZC II \ 11 · 

REIA TI ONS I III 'S \v ITII O IIILlZ :Vl() ;'-J L' \ 'II S I .\ .\SS(lC l. \ II _l l WI III. ~xx. ~'} 1. "') 1,\. IZC II \ II .'I., 

I CONDITI CH Dcmoli shcd I 
D ESCRII 'TI Oi'\ 

No Su rface IZe llwi ns. A huil cl ing 0 11 its si te was la l c r ill cu rpur, lI cd 111 1() Il1 e (i Ull l'll l llHl and lai C !" Ace tone FaclolY. 
I t is nO I kn owll whe th e r th e o rigina l struc tu re surv ived o r if (I new huildin g. was cll ll slrLlclccI. 



THE RO YAL GUNPOWDER FACTO RY - WALTHA iVI ABBEY 

NUiv1l3ER OLD SLlZ IES IZ(, I I.\'I!: '\ L \ lllLl, :\.(ilZ 

316 TL 37723 00610 

IAME/FUNCI'IO r\ ST!\ In 1);\TL !:;\' I) 1)!', IT 

New Ref inery (pa rt of) 1816? 1900 
Gun Cotton Works 

I 

NO PHOTOGRAP HY 

I 
AVAILABLE 

CARTOCj R/W Il 1C I)U) IC I'I O i'\ I)()CL'.VIl :,\T/\ I, Y 1, 1:1'1 :!Z I :.'\U:S 

1827 WASC 900/ 04 + MPHH 27 1 ; 33 New Refinery 1830 W055! 2694 : 33 Washing Saltpe tre Bags 

1830 W0552694 1841 W055/ 2856: 33 Washi ng Saltpetre Bags 

1830 WASC 900/ 05 1908 RGPF Ledger WASC 1509 + WASC 1764 : 21 4 

c1 830 WASC 900/ 06 Boiler House p33 

c1835 WASC 900/ 07 c1925 RGPF Ledger WASC 1680 : Boile r House 

1861-1868 WASC 900/ 10A c1945 RGPF Ledger WASC 1508 : Boil er House 

1865 WASC 900/ 13 
1865 WASC 900/ 14 
1871 SUPP5682 
186 WASC 900/ 38 + SUPP5 975 : Gun Cotlon and 

Boiler House 
1866 WASC 900/ 41A 
1866 WASC 900/ 42 - Guncotton 
1897 WASC 900/ 53C 
c1910 WASC 900/ 65 
c1910 WASC 900/ 79 
1917 WASC 900/ 70 
1917 WASC 900/ 72 
1919 WASC 900/ 74 
c1920 WASC 900/ 80 
1923 WASC 900/ 84 : Boiler House 

PH OTOG RA PII Y 1'1 I ()T()( i1Z.-\I'IIY 

HISTORIC I,Cl 1\ '11: 

RELATIONSHIPS WIT II (rr! ILR ivIONUivI L:\T S 

I COND IT ION I kl11Lllish ~ d I 
D ESCRI P-I·I( J'\ 

:'<0 SlI r r~IL'l' 1 .( l' m;lln~ 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - \VALTHAM ABBEY 

NUMI3ER OLD SERI ES IZCl I \ '1 L, L \ 1111 : IZ \,(ilC 

2G J 317 TL 37580 00790 

NAME/FUNCTION ST,\RT i),\TE L ,,}) I);\TL 

Stable for Contact Horses 1801-06 1818 
Sulphur Storehouse 1818 1898 
Acetone Store 1898 by 1923 

I 

NO PHOTOGRAPHY 

I 

AVAILABLE 

CARTOGRAPH IC DEI'ICTI()~ ])OCL \<11 :.'T,\ R Y IZ I XI ; I Z I : 0: c:I ~S 

1806 WO 78/ 1352 + MR 580 1808 Engraving Powder Mills Waltham Abbey ERG Mint 
1827 WASC 900/ 04 + MPHH 271 : Sulphur Binder 1808 

Storehouse.l ate Stable for Contact Horses 1908 Ledger Acetone Store built before 1850 p29. 
1830 WO 55 2694 
1830 WASC 900/ 05 
c1830 WASC 900/ 06 
c1835 WASC 900/ 07 
1861-1868 WASC 900/ 10A 
1865 WASC 900/ 13 
1865 WASC 900/ 14 
1871 SUPP5682 
1865 WASC 900/ 38 + SUPP5 975 ; Store House 

1865 WASC 900/ 41A 
1865 WASC 900/ 42 
1897 WASC 900/ 53C 

PHOTOGIUIl 'I IY 1'11 ()T <)( d{\I'lll 

HISTORIC I{CII \ 11 : 

REIATIO\'SHII'S \\,1 111 (f] II U { :VI():,\U\'II\, I S L "nklll)\\"1l 

I COND IT IOi\ DCl11 nlisl1cd I 
DESCRIPTI00: 

No Surr"cc RCl11dills. nwy su rvi\'c as a huried kllllll'L' {Hl the \\'c:-.I h~l!lk ,d 11 \lr~clll lll Slrc(llll . 



THE ROYAL GUN POWDER FACTORY - WALT I-lA iVI ABBEY 

NUMBE R OLD S I~ I~ ILS RClI \ '11: .'\l\ III Ll ~ '\ ( iR. 

318 TL 37542 00880 

NAM E/ Fu '\C 11 0.'\ ST /\IZT 1).\1 1: I :,, 1) I )A II : 

Master Workers Dwelling 1806-27 1865? 
Clerks Quarters 1865? 1900? 

NO PHOTOGRAPH Y 
AVAILABLE 

CA I~TU(j Rf\ l'l l l C: D ITI(TI() '\ I l()( l \ II ·,\T /\ I\" 1\1 T I :lZ I ,\( 'I cS 

1827 WASC 900/ 04 + MPHH 27 1 : l ate Master 
Wo rke rs Dwelling 

1830 W0 552694 
1830 WASC 900/ 05 
c1830 WASC 900/ 06 
c1 835 WAS C 900/ 07 
1861-1 868 WASC 900/ 10A 
1865 WASC 900/ 13 
1865 WASC 900/ 14 
187 1 SU PP5682 
1865 WASC 900/ 38 + SUPP5 975 : Clerks Otrs 
1865 WASC 900/ 41A 
1865 WASC 900/ 42 
1897 WASC 900/ 53C 

PHOTOG RA PH Y I'll OT (J( i 1(,. \ I ' I-I Y 

l-IISTO RI C I ~U I \'II ; 

RE Lr\TIONSHIPS W IT I I ClT I I U~ \ ,IONU iVlI:::--:T S u nknown 

I COND IT ION DCIll <l li silClI I 
D ESCRII'TI( )'\ 

~'o Surfill'\.: R.c m;1111\ 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHA IVI ABBEY 

NUMBER OLD SlRILS I(C: II \ 'I I: .\,l\1 HIY ,,\CiX 

319 TL 375300 1024 

NAME/FuNe l 'lo ", ST /\ln D,\TL b,\ D I)f\TL 

Dwelling of the 2ncl Cl erk,Storekeepers Dept 1806-27 pre1865 

NO PHOTOGRAPHY 

AVAILABLE 

CARTOGRAPII/ C D IYWI 'IO ,'\ D( lC:l' \ ,11 :'\'/'.'\ IZ Y IZI '1'1 : IZI :'\C:LS 

1827 WASC 900/ 04 + MPHH 271 ; Dwelling of the 
2nd Clerk ,Storekeepers Dept 

PHOTOG RA PI-/'V PII( IT()( i I{ .. \ 1' 11 1 

HISTORIC RC II \1/ ' 

RELAT10 i'\SIII PS WITII (lTllUz :vIO l\'U ;vIL, T S 

I COi\'DrI 'IOi'\ DL' Sll"ll \ .... :d I 
DESCRIPTIO, 

May survive as buried feature on West side of Millheacl Stream, 



THE ROYAL GUNPOW DER FACTORY - vVALTHA iVI ABBEY 

NUM BER OLD SE RILS RUI \-I!: ;'\L \ '111 1 ,1Z ",( i , I ~, 

320 TL 37560 00950 

NAME/FUi\CIIO,\ ST,\RT 1) , \'1'1 : I ,\!) 1) /\, 11 

Watch HOLlse 1806-27 1900? 

NO PHOTOGRAPHY 

AVAILABLE 

CA RToei RA 1'111 (' 1)1 'l' W IIO , I)()(,L\ II 'I.\ ICI IZI TII,I:'\( TS 

1827 WASC 900/ 04 + MPHH 271 ; Watell House 
1830 W0552694 
1830 WASC 900/ 05 
e1830 WASC 900/ 06 
e1835 WASC 900/ 07 
1861-1868 WASC 900/ 10A 
1865 WASC 900/ 13 
1865 WASC 900/ 14 
1871 SUPP5682 
1865 WASC 900/ 38 + SUPP5 975 

PHOTOGRA I'IIY I'IIOT()( i1(,\ I' II Y 

HISTORI C 1,C1 1 \ 'IL 

RELATIONSHIPS W ITII (lTII ER \ 'IONUMt::'\T S 

I CONDIT I ON Demolished I 
DESCRII'TI()'\ 

I ~n Surt';ll'(; IZe !))tlllh 



THE ROYAL GUN POWDER FACTORY - WALTH AIVI ABB EY 

NUM I3 E I~ 

NAME/ FU NCI'I( )'i 

Building 

O L D SL RII ':S RClI.VI J: .'\ l \'i!l J:lZ 

340 

ST/\ IZT Il , \TI: 

post 1945 

NO PHOTOGRAPH Y 
AVAILABLE 

.'\(; R. 

TL 37600 00825 

I ' ,'\ J) I M T L 

by 1972 

I )()(,L \ 11 '\'1\ ln IZI II ,IZJ:,\ CI :S 

1967 O, S, TL 3700 NE 11250 

PHOT OG RA PII Y 
HIST O RI C 

REU\TI Oi\S II I I'S \\ ' 1'1' 11 ()TII UZ \ ,IO"\U\'II ,'\IS 

ASSOCI;\TLD W IT II : 111(, 

I CONDITI ON D Clll o llshcci 

DESCRIPTI O\' 
1) COi\STIZUCI' IO'\I\i. VIA I'ER I/\ L 

2) IWO I: \ 'IA IT IZI!\ I.S ; \,,\' 1) STIU A.T L:IZL 

3) P() WI :IZ S()L IZ( 'I' 

4) DI I'vl ['iS I( ) '\S i ) I. ii) W ili) 11'1' 

PII ( H()(; R,\ PII Y 

RClI \ 'IJ: 

5) The building is depicted by the OS as havi ng an eartllwork trave rse against its North and South walls, 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHA IVI ABBEY 

NUiv1l3ER ()LJ) Sr: I~I LS 1~C1I \W '\L\'II\II ~ '\.C i I ~ 

34 1 TL 37607 00811 

NAME/FUNCTI O,\ ST .. \ I ~T J) .\TL 1: .,\1) i),\ TL 

Building post 1945 by 1972 

NO PHOTOGRAPHY 
AVAILABLE 

CA RTOCd~r\ 1' 111 C J) I : 1' 1 ( "1'1 ( ).'\ 1)()(L\ II ,\T.\ln 1,1 ' 1'1 : I~I , '\( 'J:S 

1967 O.S. TL 3700 NE 

PH OTOG RA PH Y 1'11 ()T ()(i IZ,\I' II Y 

HISTO RI C I,CII \ '11 : 

RELATlO NS llI l'S WIIII ()J'IIU~ ,\'I() 0:L:ivl"0:T S 

ASSOCIATED W IT II : 11 1(, 

I CONDITION i)elllol ,;; hed I 
D ESCRIPTI ON 
1) CO,\ST IZL:( "1'1 ()'\,.\ I. '\· I i\' ln~ I !\ 1. 

2) RO DI' \~ ,\T I : IZI , \ I. S ,\ 0: 1) STI~LCTLI, I: 

3) PO\VL" S()L IZ( T 

4) J) 1.\ '1 J:.'\S I () '\S i) I. ii) \V iii) 11'1' 

5) 



THE ROYAL GUNPO\VDER FACTORY - WALTHAM ABBEY 

NUM BER O LIl SLRI LS R Cl LVI L ,,\ L ;'vll l I " .'\.( i. I( . 

342 TL 37608 00806 

NAME/FU i\CTI(),\ ST/\ IZT I ), \ 11 L'\ I) I)A I'I : 

Bu il d ing post 1945 by 1972 

NO PHOTOGRAPHY 
AVAI LABLE 

CARTOC,Ri\I'IIIC DITICI IO;\ 1)( le :L .VII SL\ I( '> 1( 1 TI:I(I :.'\U :S 

1967 O.S. TL 3700 NE 

PHOTO(j Rf\I'IIY I'll( rn)( i 1( /\1' 11 Y 

H ISTOR IC I(ClI \ '1I 

RELAT IO;\S IIII 'S W ITII ()TIII:IZ ;'vl c);\L\'II S I S 

f\SSOCIATED W ITI-! : 11 1(, 

I CON DITI ON I lcl1l olisl1 cd I 
DESCRIPTI() i\' 

1) CUi\STRLC TI()'.\I. \ '1, \'1'1:1([ ,\1 

2) lW()1' \ 'IA J'U(L\I.S , \'\1) STIZL:CI'L'I(L 

3) I'OWLI'l. SClU I,U: 

4) D IMF'.,'\SI()'\S i) I. ii) W iii) 11'1' 

5) 



THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHAM ABBEY 

NUMBER 

NAfvl E/ FUNC T I ()" 

Guncotton Dry ing Sheci 

OLD S[ RII ~S I ~ClI:VI I: :,\L .VI ll l .IZ 

343 

ST /\ In !lA!'1: 

1872? 

NO PHOTOGRAPHY 
AVAI LABLE 

:,\C i R 

TL 37637 00871 

1: ,, 1) 1);\1'1: 

1904? 

CA rn '()Ci IZf\ l' l l lC: 1) 1:1' 1(' Il l )i' I )()(,L. \ 11 ,\T .. \ lzY IZI IT IZI :" C'!:S 

1886 WASC 900/ 38 
1897 O.S. Essex XLlX.14 
c1 900 WASC 900/ 79 

PH OT O(, RA I' II Y 
HIST ORIC 

RELATIONSHI PS W IT I I OTH E R ,\I!ON Uivll :NTS 

l 'IICJ I (J(i\\.\ I'II't 
1((' 11 ;\ 11: 

ASSOCIAT ED \-\1 1'1'1'1: CiUIl C(l\ \(J 1l I:"nor), 2gg,2') 1.2') 1;1. 1(C:1 1\ 'I 1: ll ,'l 

I COND IT ION \)~ ll ll,lisl1ccl 

DESC RI PTIO" 
I ) C:():'\ST\(L.'C' I·I () '\ .. \L \'I .'\TLI~ I /\ L 

2) IWU I .VIA I 1:/( \.\I .S ,\:'\\) S I \(U TL I ~ I 

3) POWI:\( S()l \((,1: 

4) ' D l i'vl Ei\S IO:'\'S i) I. ii)W iii ) 11'1' 

5) No surface remains . Owing to tile small size of this bu ilding tile N,G.R. can only be regarded as an 
app roximate si ting. The shed probabl y went out of use when guncotton production began on tile South si te . 
The build ing is sllown on mapping until circa 1900 and was probably demolislled during the redevelo pm ent 
of tlli s area for cordite production in 1904. 



,-

THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER FACTORY - WALTHAM ABBEY 

NUMBE R O LI) SERI ES RCII \1 1: \:L'\'ll lL lZ \: C,. R 

359 TL 

I· 
NAI\ilE/FUNCTION ST/\ln J),\TL L '\J) I)I\T I: 

Corni ng House 1787- 1801 18th April 1801 

1 
NO PHOTOGRAPHY 

AVAILABLE 

CA RTOCi RI\ I'II IC I) I T I( TI C)'\ 1)( lCL \ '11 . '\ I .\ In I'l l :1'1: I{ I :.'\ U :S 

WASC 900/ 01 Site of Corning 1887 Winters 57·9 

PHOTOCi RAPI·IY I' I IOT ()( i IZ.\ I ' II Y 

H IST O RIC IZc:J I VI L 

RELATIOi'\S I I I I'S WITI I OTH ER \ 'IO'\L' :YIIC''\T S 

ASSOCIA T ED WIT II : II "rsclllill Isl' " Hls 

I 

CONI) ITI O\:: J)cllwli,hcd 

I 

DESCRIPTI O'\ 
1) CC l:\STIZU TIC )'\ .. \1. ,VIA r l :RI;\L 

2) ROD I: :"1 A I'I:IZ 1;\ IS ; \:", 1) STIZUCTL' IZI : 

3) POWU Z SllLI\cT 
,Vl usclc 

4) D I ;VI [\:S IO,\S i) I. ii)W iii) 11'1' 

5) Horse Corning Mills destroyed in an explosion on 18til April 1801 wltil tile loss of nine lives and four ilorses. 
It was situated between tile Watcil House [RCHME 320J ami tile Gloom Stove [148. 149. 150]. 




