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Dr G. Hooper 
15 Stoney Shotts 
Waltham Abbey 

Dear Geoff, 

10 Lea View 
Waltham Abbey 
Essex EN9 1BJ 

14th Jan 1998 

Items 0 f Historic Heri t at R • .0. •. Wi:d tham Abbey 

Please find enclosed a copy of the first ninety items. of a list which ~epresents a consolidation of Steve Chaddock's list and the additional artefacts that were found by Ron Treadgold and myself. 
The list is incomplete since we have not identified and labelled the contents of P708 that came from Powfoot and we have not had access to those buildings still in use.Note also that the buildings M349 and M326 and the two Round buildings are not included. 
To expedite the collection of artefacts I intend to provide Royal Ordnance with a copy of this let t er and list for transmission to Westcott. Stev~ Chaddock is aware of this list and I will provide him with a copy which he will put on the museum computer. 
I trust that this will enable some pro gress to be made towards the eventual release of these artefacts. 

Yours sincerely 

~ 
B.C. Howard 

E 



List of Items required by the Gunpowder Museum from R.O •. Waltham Abbey 

1., Powder blender P723 

2. Powder blender P723 

3. Vleighing Machine P741 

4. Cordite transporting box P741 : 

5., Baird & Tatlock fume cupboard R665 

6. Crawford Strand burner H343 

7. , Pressure gauge for Strand burner M343 

8. Sample of Elephant hide flooring M348 

9., Two Mill Stones near to Q.uinton Gate 

10. Strand burner Panel P720 

11 • Strand burner timers P720 

12. Tangye Press P706 

13. Stool for changing into overshoes P731 

14. Strand Dryin g Rack M343 

15. Explosives Barrow CA) P718 

16. Explosives Barrow CB) P718 

17. Tangye Press P718 

18. Tangye Press Controls P718 

19. Danger Building Telephone P706 

20. Greenwood & Batley 10.5 in Cordite Press P716 

21. Explosives Barrow R672 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

Rope 

Rope 

Dilly 

Dilly 

Dilly 

Dilly 

Hantlet M343 

Hantlet P718 

Cart for Truck Drying(A) P712 

Cart for Truck Drying(B)P712 

Cart for Truck Drying( C) P712 

Cart for Truck Drying(D) P712 

28. Stool for Changing into overshoes M348 

29. Red Barrier P718 

30 •. Contraband Sign and Box R652 

31 •. Cordite Drying Rack(A) P703 

32. Cordite Drying RackCB) P703 
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Items List page 2 

33. Telephone M316 

34. Use List R610 

35. Minatol Soap dispenser P708 

36. Contraband Box P709 

37. Danger Building light fitting P709 

38. , Red Shelving Unit P731 

39. Rapier Production Notices P730 

40. Machinery N552 

41. Ammunition Box P739 

42. Boot Bench P741 

43. Ericson Telephone P741 

44. Acetone storage Tank P745 

45. Alcohol storage Tank P745 

46. Wooden Chemical Signs P745 

47. Battery Charger equipment P751 

48. External Weighon g Station N569 

49. Transformer unit P752 

50. Temperature Recorder for Cracking trials N570 

51. Flow Chart in Bay3 N572 
52. Red Wooden Truck CA) P771 

53. Red Wooden Truck (B) P771 

54. Flat roofed Truck P771 

55. Metal flat bed Truck P771 

56. Red Toe Board P765 

57. Metal Cabinet P765 

58. Safety section sign P760 

59. Fume Cupboard P757 

60. Wooden Benches P757 

61. Shoe lockers M348 

62. Notice Board and signs P747 

63. Drencher handle P729 

64. Rope Eantlet P726 



Items List page 3 

65. Fire Bucket Hooks P726 

66. Cyclone Fan P726 

67. Clocking in/out Board P717 

68. Red Toe Board P706 

69. Thermometer N531 

70. Winch N531 

71. Telephone N531 

72 •. Blackboard P705 

73. Boot Box P714 

74. Rope Mantlet 

75. Cambridge Recorder P716 

76. Melvin Cutter blackboard P716 

77. Corderoy Cast Iron ScaLes G432 

78. Telephone P720 

79. Emergency Telephone Cabinet P722 

80. Marble Cattle Trough G442 

81. Firing Test Bed P725 

82. Wood Lids N557 

83. Doulton Ceramic Acid Tank N588 

84. Brass Thermostat R632 

85. Stock sheets R644 

86. Temperature/Humidity recorder R663 

87. Laboratory Bench R665 

88. Ericsson Telephone R601 

89. L-shaped Flatbed Trolley R601 

90 •. Section of Railway line M333 area 



W A1 IHAM ABBEY . 
MAY, 

BAPTISMS . 

. ' R-' 2S::'::-Dor,i~ May Danes, 
., I-CeClha Ada Stratton. 

I-Ivv Clements. 
I'-:"?\I;rjorie Ethel Keeley. ' 

. " 8'::":"'Eric Benjamin Rice ~yJe. 
lPiiJ1 ~~f.r· .i ' I2~Willianl Mead. 

" 
" 
" 

\1<"rcl1 

" 

" 
April 

" 

Allril 

" 

" 

" 

, I s-Sidney Edmimd Jack Gypps. 
Is-Arthur Sharpe. , . 4 

Is-Norman Stanley CllmllJings. 
Is--Herbert Linwood CUl11mings. 
Is- Horaee Willialll Speller. , 

MARRIAGES. 

24~i\Jr. Samuel Perry and Miss Alice 
l)hillips, of Rounton Road. 

24-Mr. Henry Jackson Howard and :Miss 
Caroline Eza Heam, of Rounton 
Road. 

2S-Mr. Samuel Franc is Bright and lIliss 
Ruth Parrish, of Rounton Road. 

q-At the Parish Church, Stanton Fitz­
warren, near Highworth, IV1ltshire, 
?\1r. Arthur Leeder, of Copt Hall 
Green, and Miss Ellen Giles. 

J 8 -Mr. Francis Edw:ud Chew :lI1d :"1 iss 
. Alice ?\Iaud Carter, of the Green ,\[an 

Inn. 

DEATHS. 

7-Mr. Samuel William Denning, 'bf the 
Cordite Factory, Aruvankad, Nilgiri 
Hills, South India, youngest son of 
the late Staff-Sergt. Francis Denning, 
R.E., of this parish. D1eu at St. 
George's Hospital, Colaba, Bombay, 
aged 26 years, and interred at Shurrie 
CemeterY, Bombav. 

6-Grace Violet Attwo~d, daughter of Mr. 
John Charles Att\\'ood, of Broomstick 
Hall Road. Died at Tottenliam 
Hospital, from the results of an acci­
dent, aged 6 years. 

7--:"Irs. Sarah .lane Dykes, ,,,ife of \fr. 
William Dykes, of Se\\'ardstone, aged 
65 years. 

7- \1rs. Susall EI'e, of the Alms-houses, 
High Bridge Street, \\'ido\\' of the late 
:"1r. Charles Eye, of Paradise Ro\\', 
aged 79 Years. 

r~'~-:"[r. Johl1 Heasman, of Copt Hall 
Green, aged it) years. 

CHURCH MONTHLY. 
1906. 

WALTHA]\'l ABBEY. 
. , 

May 3 is the 846th anniversary of the consecra­
tion of our venerable Parish' Church. 

The 'usual services were held on Good Friuav alld 
Easter Day, when the Vicar preached in the {llom­
ing,' anu the Rev. J. H. Stamp in the en:lling. 
Large congregatlons attended the Easter servicc's, 
and there were 157. Communicants. . 

The inauguration of ' the new building recently 
erected in Baker's Entrv for the accommodation 
of the Leverton Endowed School, took . place on 
April S 111 the presence of a large audience. The 
proceedings commenced with the singing of a hymn 
by ' the children on the foundation, and special 
prayer by the Vicar, who also wmplimented J. 
Parnell, ' ' Esq., ' on the success of his new under­
taking; and in. the name of his co-trustees tendered 
their hea~ty .. thanks for his klndness and munificence 
in providi'Iig this new llome fo~ the Le"erton School. 
~1r. Parnell suitably responded, and in the course 
~.f an interesting speech obsen'ed that during the 
32 years of its existence, oyer 2,000 children had 
received their education in the School, and most 
of them had done well in after life. Among those 
who had distin2'uished themse!l'es one alul11lllls of 
the School had obtained the high d1stlnction of 
gainillg the gold medal for English Literature at 
Dublin University. 

The children ~vere afterwards entertained to tea 
in their new School room by Mrs. Lewis P:unell. 

The death of Mr. Samuel William De;lIJing, 
,,,hich we regret to record this month, occurred 
under most pathetic circumstances. The deceased, 
who in his early days attended our Sunday School, 
Temperance Meetlngs, and ,ras a member of the 
Abbey Church Choir, had been engaged for several 
years in , the Royal Gunpowder Factory, where his , 

, father, the late Staff,Sergeant Denning, of the Royal 
Engineers, had occupied a respOlisible position for 
eight years before his death, which took place in 
1892 . Earh' last year he accepten an api)oi!ltnW!1t 
at the Indian GOI'ernment's Cordite Factofl'. 
ArLll'ankad, N1lgiri Hills, South Inuia, where ~lr'. 
Ernest Barclell and sel'eral other Waltham men are 
still employed. At the beginning of this :March 
he obtalnec1 leave of absence for a few days, alld 
proceeded, apparently in the best of heaith and 
spirits, on the three da'ys' railway journey to BOI1l' 
ba~:, \I'here he hau arranged to meet his fiancee, 
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)liss Pack;nan; of Watford, with a \'ie\\" to their 
marriage, which w.as to be solemniseq op ,h~r ar.rival 
: rom England in the "Plassey," ' On reaching 
Bombay, on l1arch 6, he made his way to the 
Great Western Hotel, and as he was ill and in 
great pain, the medical-officer was summo"ned . The 
doctor, finding he was suffering froni carbuncle 
septicamia, ordered his immediate removal to St. 
George's Hospital. There he received en:r)" attell­
tion, both from the surgeons and nurses, but after 
suffering' terrible agony he sank into a state of c01:11a, 
amI , expired at 11 o'clock on the following morning, 
\\'ithin twenty-four hours after his admission into 
the hospital. Four hours later the "Plassey" 
arri\"l~!d with :\1iss Packman on board, and she \\"as 
()\'erwhe!med with grief on learning the sad ne\\"s 
of her grea.t loss .. . The solemn funeral ri~es were 
solemnised in the evening, when she attended as 
chief mourner, and the coffin \\'as carried to the 
grave with every token of sympathy and respect by 
six Ordnance Sergeants. . 

The startling news of his unexpected death came 
as a great shock to his friends at Anl\'ankad, and 
at Waltham, where his widowed mother still resides, 
and both in India and in Eneland the deepest 
sympathy has been manifested for :\Irs. Denning 
:IIlU :\liss Packman in this suduen and mysterious 
b~rea\'ement. We pray that they may find conso­
lation and strength in their overwhelming sorrow ill 
communion with the Go . 11fort. 

Anotht'r sau inciuent, ,,'hich vccurreu ill our 
midst during the past month, also calls for our 
sympathy. The little daughter of :\lr, and Mrs. 
J. C. ,Attwood, on her way to school on April 6, was 
so terribly, burned that in the course of a few hours 
she 'Succumbed to her injuries. 

At · the close of the funeral service on the follow­
ing Wednesday, -a1:large number of her ' school­
fellows sang at . h,Hgial'eside the appropriate bymn, 
"Safe ill the arms of Jesus." 

• 
.UPSHIRE. 

VI e must resen'e the "notices" of this hamlet 
for insertion in the June number. 

o 

SEW ARDSTONE. 

"'We have been requested to insert the fo\loi\ing 
notice:-

"A Sale of Work will take place (D.V.) about 
the second week of June, in aid of the Country 
Town's lvIission Society. Gifts of plaih and fancy 
needle,,'ork or donations will be gladly received by 
~lrs . Brock, The Woodlands, . where the Sale of 
Work will be held." Mr: J. B. Thompson is the 
:,-fissionary working ill the uistrict for the Society. 

" 

HIGH BEECH. 

BAPTISM. 

.:\larch 22- -l'eter Fume Gumprecht. '" 

BURIALS. 

April' 11-- '\1r. James Henry Languo~J, ageu 48 
years. 

The Sund:.lY School children, numbering over 50, 
bad their Annual Treat in the School room on :\farch 
9, when the tea~hers, friends, and adult members of 
the Choir, a)s,) sat down to tea. The usual enter­
tainment was then held, and passeu off with grt'at 
success. 

1 , 

The Rev. J. Korton, Vicar, who presi&tl over 
a crO\\"ueu audience, distributed the iJrizes, which 
were generously pro\'iued by :\lrs. Baring. :\lem­
bers ·01' the Scripture Union also received prizes, the 
gift of '\liss ~orton. At the close hearty \'Otes of 
thanks were accorded to the generous uonors, the 
Chairm:\n, and other kind friends. 

The half-yearly meeting of the Church :\lissionan' 
Association was held on :\Jarch 29 . . After a;1 
account of the year's wOr'k had been reau bY the 
Vicar, a most ie-teresting, address was gin;n ,by Mr.. 
Deekes, on t;sagara, where his brother, :\1r. Da\'iu 
Deekes,. has been working since . 1887. He also 
ga \'e 0. graphic account of the dangtrs and hardships 
through, which the East Afriqm Miss\o~Jaries have 
been passing lately, and invited th~ prayer's of 
C. M.S. helpers on their. behalf. During the meet­
ing numerous African curios were exhibited, . and 
excited much interest . . At , the close ·of. the proceed­
ings the boxes, contailling £4 16s., were opened by 
:\iessrs. Salmon, Titt, and Turner, and the collec­
tion at the door amounted to 10S. Iod. During the 
vast year the association has contributed tu the 
c.:'l.S. work the sum of £45 15s., the largest 
amount ever subscribed bv the Association in one 
yeaI,'. This includes £5' I~S.; sent direct to the 
Rev. T. and Mrs. Paterson for Bharatpur, and , -
£5 . 55. given to the Rev. H.. Hack for Jubbulpore. 

• 
HOLYFIELD. 

~Ve hope to gi\'e an aCCoullt ' of the Ku;ter 
Services and decorations next mo·nth. 

The following subscriptions to the Magazine Fund , 
have been received, and are hereby' acknowledg'ed 
with sincere thanks :-;\lr8. S. Bavister, 35. , 6d.;, 
?llrs. Brickwell, 25. 

' . 



to •••• 

Mr.Ron Treadgold, 
9 Mark Avenue, 
CHINGFORD, 
Essex. 
E4 7NR. 

Dear Ron, 

3 Fox Close, 
Langley Green, 

CRAWLEY, 
West Sussex. 

RH11 7PR. 

7th.Jan 1993 

Firstly a very happy new year to and yours,hope it 
brings all we wish for. 

Thought you might be interested in this snippet of 
information I got from another source regarding my 
Grandfather's brother Samuel DENNING for whom I had ' been 
searching for some time. He apparently worked for the RGPF but 
I did not know that, we had him down as getting married around 
the great war and possibly get ting ki lled as a soldier. This 
certainly makes a more interesting story, did you know that 
some of the workers had opted to go to India? 

Anyway I have put you a photocopy in for your history file it 
might ring some bells somewhere. 

regards 

Frank Barnes. 



, ' 

to ••• 
Mr.Ron Treadgold, 
9 Mark Avenue, 
CHINGFORD, 
Essex. 
E4 7NR. 

Dear Ron, 

3 Fox Close, 
Langley Green, 

CRAWLEY, 
West Sussex. 

RH11 7PR. 

23rd.Dec.1992. 

Again I must thank you for the information you have 
sent me, also the Christmas card, you've captured that young 
bluetit a treat in that photograph, you are obviously a keen 
photographer as well. 

I have just written a letter to that chap mentioned in 
the letter from the museum,I bought Dr.Bascombe's book from the 
Information centre when I came down there. 

I liked the ideas for the use of the old RGPF, when we 
saw tha t there was a heronry there it has qui te spurred our 
bird wa tChing ins tinc ts, we normally do ours down at Arundel 
and Amberley where there are "Hides". Whilst over in Holland in 
August we saw literally hundreds of herons around the dykes 
there. 

If these enquiries you are answering for me are 
causing you any expenses please tell so that I can re-imburse 
you, I have put a book of stamps in this time because each of 
your letters was obviously more than the envelope I sent you. 

Anyway all the bes t for 1993 to you and the 
family,will let you know what news I get from the Almshouses 
queries, 

Best rega~ 

den17 



@ Epping Forest District Museum Museum Officer Kate Carver 
39-41 Sun Street 

Mr Ron Treadgold 
9 Mark Avenue 
Chingford 

Waltham Abbey 
Essex EN9 1El 
lel: lea Valley (0992) 716882 

E4 7NR 16th November 
1992 

Dear Ron, 

With reference to the enquiry from Mr Frank Barnes regarding 
his family research, we consulted Ken Bascombe and I enclose 
his reply herewith. 

I gather he has telephoned you on this matter and you are 
going to reply to Mr Barnes yourself. 

I do hope he will find the information useful and will help 
him in his researches. 

Best wishes to you and Freda and hope to see you in the Museum 
again in the near future. 

Yours sincerely, 

Joyce Stephens 
Administration & Education Manager 

Encl. 



Information from Dr K Bascombe in response to enguiry from 
Mr F Barnes, Crawley, West Sussex. 

1 • The almshouses in question were wrecked by the V2 
explosion in March 1945. Their successors (opened 1953) have 
now also gone; they were empty for several years before 
demolition. 
The new "almshouses" are under construction on the same site. 

2. Presumably a photocopy could be made of newspaper cutting 
shown by the "information lady". 

3. Any papers still in this town will be in the possession of 
C.iiff Smith 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Francis Greene Almshouses Trust 
Abbey Gardens House 
Churchyard 
Waltham Abbey 
Essex. 
He should also have the Minute Book from 1890 and also a box 
of papers the contents of which are maybe unknown. 
There should also be material deposited at the Essex Record 
Office. 

4. There is no known connection between the almshouses and 
the RGPF. 

Two other points: 

5. The census records in the library (1841-1891) should 
provide (a) useful information (b) it might be possible to 
work out where the ancestors lived. (a) is something of a 
chore but should certainly be successful (b) requires support 
trom someone who knows the town well. 

6. Rate books at the Essex Record Office could also be 
useful. During the period of interest here they survive for 
every 10 years - 1841, 1851 etc. 

Dr. K.N. Bascombe 

15.11.92 



to ..... . 
Mr.Ron Treadgold, 
9 Mark Avenue, 
CHINGFORD, 
London, 
E4 7NR. 

Dear Ron, 

3 Fox Close, 
Langley Green, 

CRA\VLEY, 
West Sussex. 

RH11 7PR 

14th.Nov.1992. 

Very many thanks for your interesting letter and the 
copy of newspaper, indeed thank you very much for the handbook 
of rules for RGPF, are you sure you can spare that? Also got 
your postcard this morning with that address, I will certainly 
contact that chap it looks to be a probable source. 

Having briefly scanned through the handbook, I'll get down 
to it thoroughly in a little while,it strikes me that it was a 
pretty lethal place to work, especially in the (good) old 
days.How anyone came from there a t a reasonable retiring age 
bea ts me, and as for tha t air raid that cleared Highbridge 
St. ,and put paid to my history record of the Almshouses,well •• I 
guess it was lucky that it did not land a few yards farther 
over ••••.• 

Perhaps I ought to tell you how I got involved in this 
Gen •• Geanu •• Geanol •• Family history business, when I retired 
four years ago I finally got down to writing my Auto­
biography,my children and my colleagues at work had chided me 
for years about my yarn telling of my navy days, so,I finallr 
got started to record it. I am now on the second(Illustrated) 
version ••.•• Whilst doing this I suddenly realised how little I 
knew of my forbears, so the wife and I started following up by 
means of certificates etc, now we visit some location or other 
about one day a week either to record in photographs or to look 
up census reports etc. Last week we went to Cancery Lane PRO 
and started on the Gloucestershire line, and also found trace 
of Highbridge Street residence in 1891. Apparently my Great 
grandfather, the foreman at RGPF, lived in what would appear to 
be a series of cottages reserved for foremen ,all his 
neighbours were similarly employed at the factory, 
unfortunately the houses did not appear to be numbered. But I 
did find another daughter's age, and the origin of his birth­
place which had eluded us for some time. He was originally in 
the Royal Engineers and we have visited his barracks at 
Chatham, gathered info' about his Fort building activities at 
Plymouth and even seen copies of his pay documents at Kew PRO. 
This shows how involved one can get with this tracing business. 

den12. 



I do not drive or own a car so all our travels are via 
public transport which is the reason for not being able to 
visit the museum when we came over last week, by the time we 
had visited the library and gone over to Farm hill where one of 
the daughters lived, (The house is still there and we snapped 
it) there was not a great deal of time left, the journey to 
Wal tham from here is two hours plus, and we encountered a 
"Security alert"on the way home, still we might go back again 
some time. 

My grandparents got married in the Abbey Church, and I 
suspect the other relatives did as well which we shall uncover 
as we go along. 

I did mention in my other letter the fact that the old lady 
was knocked over and fatally injured whilst she lived in the 
Almshouses. I have obtained the relative newspape3r cutting for 
this,at the bottom of Farm hill and Sun street actually, and in 
the book of photographs I bought whilst over at Waltham we 
found a picture of the Police sergeant who was on the scene. 

Well I will close for now, have some more writing to do 
now thanks to your address's, please excuse the letters being 
word processed, but I find it much easier than hand, and it 
helps my records as well, 

regards for now,look after yourself there are 
not many of us searchers left, 

den12.2 



Ron Treadgold 
9 Mark Avenue 
Chingford 
E47NR 

Dear Ron , 

Steven Chaddock 
Archaeological Advisor 

Waltham Abbey Royal Gunpowder Mills 
Powdermill Lane 
Waltham Abbey 
Essex EN9 1 BN 

5th December 1998 

t .• , ...... ...... . .. .... .................. .. . . ..... .......................................................................... j 
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I was hoping to see you on the site today (Friday) but I must have missed you. I was pleased to 
see in Touchpaper that you have made a formal call for Oral History subjects. We recently visited 
Or Conrad Wood at the Imperial War Museum Sound Archive and have got some up-to-date 
information on method and hardware required . 
The Marantz audio tape recorder he suggested has two microphones, one for each person , and 
costs about £300. Obviously there would need to be tapes to go into it as well. I will ask Robert 
Saunders to see if we can buy just one of the recorders and some tapes to start with - will that be 
enough? 
If you would like to use the computer to organise your efforts then please give us a call on the site 
on 01992 710809. 
Or Wood also recommended purchasing a pre-recorded tape so that a training interviewer would 
have an idea of style and also what sort of questions should be asked to start with. I have bought 
one of his own interviews, a survivor of WWII. You could borrow the tape if you like. 
I hope that you have a good response to the call and please send my regards to Freda . 

All the best 

~i'V'~, 
Steven Chad dock 
Archaeological Advisor 




