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The Royal Gunpowder Mills 
Beaulieu Drive 
Waltham Abbey 
Essex 
EN91JY 

Dear Sirs 

39 Gilpins Gallop 
Stanstead Abbotts 
Herts 
SG128BA 

24 August 2009 
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Last week I brought my two children to the gunpowder mills, which we found very 
enjoyable and interesting. 

It got me thinking about a story my granddad had told me regarding the gunpowder 
mill when he was a policeman in the 1950's. 

My granddad, Daniel Hanson told me he was on duty on 3 May 1953 when he had 
cause to investigate a break in at the gunpowder mill. He arrived and found four men 
had forced their way into the mill and had cigarettes and matches with them. My 
granddad arrested all the men and received a commendation for his "alertness on duty 
which resulted in the arrest of four persons who were found on enclosed premises for 
an unlawful purpose." . 

I have enclosed photocopies of his commendation and the newspaper cutting with the 
headline "You Might Have Blown Up Town" and also a copy of his report, which I 
believe relates to this incident, and wondered if you would like to include this story in 
the history of the mill at some point during the tour. My parents have all the original 
paperwork. 

I hope you find this of interest and if you would like any further information please 
don' t hesitate to contact me. 

Yours faithfully 

Mrs Wendy Bailey 
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