


Museum' 
Guide ~ 

A train on the 2ft giuge factory 
railway system. powered by 
battery kKomotIve. An original 
wagon survives and Is on display. 

'The Devil's Porridge' 
- munition manufadure on an industrial scale 

Rural Life 
Centre 

All aspects of village and rural life of the last 
150 years displayed in 10 acres of woodland & 
meadows, providing interest for all ages and a 

nostalgic journey back in time 
• Farming· Gardening· Crafts· Village 

trades' Home Life' Children's Playground 
• Chapel' Pavilion' And Many More • 

Cafe. picnic area - arboretum -light railway Sundays 
Marcb-October JOam-Spm • Wed -Sun & BB Moos 
Reeds Road, Tilford off A287, Farnham, 

Surrey GUlO 2DL Tel. 01252795571 
www.rural-life.org.uk 

Send S.A.E. for diary of events 
THE OLD KILN MUSEUM TRUST IS A 

REGISTERED CHARITY 

MINIATURE TRACTION 
ENGINE RALLY 

I.lth ,'i; 1~lh.l1 :\1 

WATERWORKS MUSEUM 
- Hereford -

Step into a working Victorian 
water - pumping station 
www.waferworksmuseum.org.uk 

In-steam with 01432 357 236 
engines working Acc(SS fOf" 
2nd & last Sundays d lsob led 
In month Apt ·Qct 

7ft 

ParkIng 
Pumping ~ngu';Cs from 

1850 to 2000 

T
RAVEL from Carlisle to 
Dumfries along the Solway, 
and take time to detour from 

the main A 75 via Eastriggs to visit 
'The Devil's Porridge' , one of the 
most imaginative exhibitions in the 
country and which recalls the 
industrial heritage of the area, centre 
of mass munitions manufacture 
duringWWI. 

The community-run exhibition 
really brings the story of the 
'porridge' - the highly explosive 

mixture of nitro-glycerine and nitro­
cotton which was mixed into cordite 
by 30,000 women and men who 
worked at the massive factory -
between 1915and 1918. 

The factory was opened after the 
Government realised that Britain wo:' 
losing the war on the Western F ronl 
thanks to a shortage of ammunition, 
so Irish construction workers moved 
in on a nine-mile home front from 
Dornock, through Eastriggs and 
Gretna to Longtown, Cumbria, to 

Steam Powered Narrowboat 
Presidents 100lh Birthday 

Celebrations 
Saturday 2nd May 
Night at the Museum 
Saturday 16th May 

(6.30pm-l0.00pm) Spedal Price 
£6.50, Child £3.50, Senior £5.50 

on 0121 5208054 

build what was Europe's largest 
muni tions factory. After the navvies, 
whose exploits are recalled in the 
mU5 urn, and who shocked a 
110 1 mCl lly quiet rural community, 
n unc the women workers who mixed 
the lethal ingredients which went on 
to be used as cordite in bullets and 
shells, the nickname 'Devil's 
Porridge' being given to the deadly 
mix by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, who 
visited what was known officially as 
HM Factory Gretna in 1918. 

DINGLES FAIRGROUND 
HERITAGE CENTRE 

CARNIVAL OF THE BIZARRE 25 - 26 APRIL 

SOUTH WEST ORGAN FEST 2 - 4 MAY 
STATlOIIERY ElGINES RALlY 

17 MAY 

lel: 01566783425 or 
www.lairg round-heritage _ org. uk 
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The timetable for special trains serving the factory. 

Mixing the Devil's Porridge with an impression of the factory behind. The mixing 

bowl is original. All: HUGH DOUGHERTY 

Accidents were frequent. BuL Lhe 

women, who came from all over Lhe 

north of England, southern ScoLland 

and Northern Ireland, earned 

industrial level wages and remained 

one of the forgotten armies before 

the museum project revealed their 

past to the 4000 plus visitors who 

stop at Eastriggs each year. 

those menfolk not at war, of the 

area. The local police officer, it is 

recorded, caused great scandal in 

1917, by being caught in the police 

station with one of the young ladies 

onhisknee! 
On a rather more indusLriallhem 

are pictures of the once cxL nsiv 21t 

gauge railway system whi h 

connected parts ofthe siL . 

disLri 'L, as well as a recreated pub 

Irequented by WWI workers, and that 

gives some idea of just how 

fascinating in terms of social and 

industrial history this excellent 

exhibition is. 

MILTON KEYNESM 

' USEU 

Visitors can see the original 

mixing bowls on show with a model 

ofthe women workers, dressed in a 

special spark-proof uniform, placed 

effectively in front of a painted 

impression of the factory, and there . 

are machines, tools, stories of 

factory life and the impact of so 

many single and young women on 

ELLENROAD STEAM 
MUSEUM 

EIi7J,IH'lhll" WilY, Milnrow, Rochdale, 

L.'UII·', Jo:Nta .AND 0L16 4LG 

Home olllu' WIIII ,I'" lur)tc.<.;1 Sleam Mill Engine 

3Utll ilc Wll h~' l l'C" flc;mt Engine. 

Original collon 111111 I nn'no House complete 
with coal·lirO<lI..Il, ,,,,, .hll a Ooiler plus olher 

collon 111 111 & IUII III flrlelacls 

In steam on Iho III 11 1II " IOy ORch monlh 
from 12 110011 \" ,111 ~P'" 

Car pari<. cafo. book~ IIfU) uvonlrs 

SHualed al JunCIIOn ? 1 "111 M62 

Telephone: 077H9 tl02ti32 
Recorded message Im .. It' llI,lht Jt llt-uuh, \lml 

spc ·l lI l l'Vt' IU,.. 

WEBSITE • hllp:/Iww".r ll .", ""'I , ,,r~ . ,,k 

www.oldglory.(o.uk - May 2009 

There are also plenty ofWWI 

military artefacts, including a 

recreation of a dug-ouL, a wall 

painting of the former and neUl by 

Solway railway viaducL whit" on 'c 

linked England and ScoLland, ilnd an 

original. Add to that a se Lion n Lhe 

effects ofWWII evacue s on the 

Unique 
CollecHon of 

Engines 
Open May to Sepl Sal ,& Sun II.II(H6.30 

Mon, Tues &- Fri 12.00 · 16 .. 1(1 

Eel Catching in the Fens 
at the Runday on Sunday May 17th 

!Uustrated talks by Peter C,rlc, 01 11.30 & 13.30 
Spectacular demonslmtlQIl (trin~~ ( I ( his 

traditional fen punt gun 011 110" ""'in at 15.00 

Adm.: Adults £Hll), Cuncession. 0.00; Child £1..00 
EventlRun Days: Adults fAOO; QO('. OJJO; Child a.50 
Group Visits 20+ at mosl tim~s 111 i1 ~ngement 

H oused in beautiful Victori " n ~ 
farmstead with 1.5 hectares "I' 

grounds, this large and constantl y 
changing museum has sOlllelhiu\! f(, r ,, 11 
members of the family. 

• The Devils Porridge' is open 

from Easter. 

Open: April I - Qclobe,' :, I Wc~1 tu ~1I" 

(and Bank Hols) I I a," • . I .. HII"'" 

Adults £5 CO Il c.:c.~~ i(l lt, lA 
Family (2 .. '11 f l ·1 

Visit www.devilsporridge.co.uk 

for opening hours and 
admission prices. 

McConnell Drive, WOlvcrh1ll . Mil" .. Key""., MK 12 5EL 

Tet: OI90X .111,222 
Email: in'.'@ llIkI111ISl' tlfll.org.uk 

www.mknlllsclIlll.org.uk 

:Papplewick :PumpingrJ'iation 
newly rcsrurcd • massive twin beam engines · six l'rlJ.: lll it ll ~ll1~.' r " \ .. l:lllOrate decoration 

• la~lrcJ grounds · o rn ate cooling pond forge · lotuhle , • ~I \I,-lil"' f,t\lIdc • han£is..oo activities 

• gift shop. wo(xfland p lay area • ll\ ini:nutC~ t l .till • p k u ic area· cafe 

STEAMING SCHEDULE FOR 2009 
May Day ~ May 3/4. llam • Spm Summcc Ihulk .. AlI~IIU 30/31, ll&m .. Spm 

Spring Bank .. M..y 24/25. 1 lam r Spm Late S"mn1(:I' . Sc-ph'mber 19/20, Ipm. .. Spm (Sat). 

Summer .. July 18/t9. Ipm ~ Spm (Sat)~ Ilam ~ fi ,In' ( S tIO, 

llam .. Spm (Sun) 19.f<h wet'kcl,d .. Occober 24/25, 1 lam ~5pn 

New Vcllr .. l l(" ~'fIl~r 27/28. l1am r 4pm (Sun & Moo) 

cExperien.cc SCftlm' is the ~icy to rry )'OUr Il{IliJ (I ' fl rinK u Lanaukire boiler and drMng a mqht, 

beam engine us pmt of a wrqun, napervist'd km"I' . Adt!(Ulc:",1 hooking is asential. Please phone for detm!s . 

:Tlze GfVo/lder ofGlVacer ~co;ry 
Open Sundays (I lam ~ lpm) and cln Sl('~"n' on Bank No~ys :n;~ted weekends. A.dmisMoadurte 

NO I5 9AJ Ju>t <'(( dw"60. I)d",·«uM~nJicld and Nottingham 

Tel: 0115 963 2938 www.papplcwickpumping.tation.co.uk 
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