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‘The Devil’s Porridge’

— munition manufacture on an industrial scale

% Rural Life

Centre

All aspects of village and rural life of the last
150 years displayed in 10 acres of woodland &
meadows, providing interest for all ages and a
nostalgic journey back in time
 Farming * Gardening ¢ Crafts * Village
trades  Home Life ¢ Children’s Playground
* Chapel * Pavilion * And Many More *
Cafe, picnic area - arboretum - light railway Sundays
March-October 10am-5pm * Wed - Sun & BH
Reeds Road, Tilford off A287, Famham,
Surrey GU10 2DL Tel. 01252 795571
www.rural-life.org.uk
Send S.A.E. for diary of events
THE OLD KILN MUSEUM TRUST IS A
REGISTERED CHARITY
MINIATURE TRACTION
ENGINE RALLY
13th & 14th JUNE

WATERWORKS MUSEUM

- Hereford -

Step into a working Victorian

water-pumping station
www.waterworksmuseum.org.uk
In-steam with 01432 357 236
engines working
2n0 & last Sundays  eesed ™
in month. Apr-Oct

Also open. not in- Parking
steam. Tuesdays all Pumpi ines from
YenL LM 23?0‘::’ 2000

Pre-arranged group

visits all year Children’s activities

School
visits

free

VEL from Carlisle to
Dumfries along the Solway,
and take time to detour from

the main A75 via Eastriggs to visit
‘The Devil's Porridge’, one of the
mostimaginative exhibitions in the
country and which recalls the
industrial heritage of the area, centre
of mass munitions manufacture
during WWI.

The community-run exhibition
really brings the story of the
‘porridge’ - the highly explosive

Claymills Victorian
w Pumping Station

“One 0f the most complele restored

sleam pumping stations in Britain™
Enq(:&n Heritage

Meadow Lane, Srrenon Burton upon Trent DE13 ODA
www.claymills.org.uk

2009 Steummg Do'es
EARLY MAY BANK HOLIDAY - §
SPRING BANK HOLDAY - §
SUMMER BANK HOLIDAY
SEPTEMBER STEAMING
OCTOBER STEAMING - Sen
END OF YEAR STEAMING

100m until Spm.

Also opm not steaming, Thursday and
Saturday 10am :?4,.'.
M&mmjmumkxﬂmkm(ﬁﬂ &b‘owﬂwwn&gns

on over crossing.
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mixture of nitro-glycerine and nitro-
cotton which was mixed into cordite
by 30,000 women and men who
worked at the massive factory -
between 1915 and 1918.

The factory was opened after the

Government realised that Britain was

losing the war on the Western Front
thanks to a shortage of ammunition,
so Irish construction workers moved
in on a nine-mile home front from
Dornock, through Eastriggs and
Gretna to Longtown, Cumbria, to

Steam Powered Narrowboat
Presidents 100th Birthday
Celebrations
Saturday 2nd May
Night at the Museum
Saturday 16th May

(6.30pm-10.00pm) Special Price
Adult £6.50, Child £3.50, Senior £5.50
Pre-book only on 0121 520 8054

Tipton Road, Dudley,
West Midlands DY1 45Q

COMING SOON

tel: 0121 557 9643
www.bclm.co.uk

build what was Europe’s largest
munitions factory. After the navvies,
whose exploits are recalled in the
museurn, and who shocked a
normally quiet rural community,
came the wornen workers who mixed
the lethal ingredients which went on
to be used as cordite in bullets and
shells, the nickname ‘Devil’s
Porridge’ being given to the deadly
mix by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, who
visited what was known officially as
HMFactory Gretnain 1918.

DINGLES FAIRGROUND
HERITAGE CENTRE

CARNIVAL OF THE BIZARRE 25 - 26 APRIL

SOUTH WEST ORGAN FEST 2 - 4 MAY
mmnmnmm RALLY

Tel: 01566 783425 or
www.fairground-heritage.org.uk

May 2009 - www.oldglory.co.uk
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The timetable for special trains serving the factory.

Accidents were frequent. But the
women, who came from all over the
north of England, southern Scotland
and Northern Ireland, earned
industrial level wages and remained
one of the forgotten armies before
the museum project revealed their
past to the 4000 plus visitors who
stop at Eastriggs each year.

Visitors can see the original
mixing bowls on show with a model
of the women workers, dressed in a
special spark-proof uniform, placed
effectively in front of a painted

impression of the factory, and there .

are machines, tools, stories of
factory life and the impact of so
many single and young women on

those menfolk not at war, of the
area. The local police officer, itis
recorded, caused great scandal in
1917, by being caught in the police
station with one of the young ladies
on his knee!

On arather more industrial theme
are pictures of the once extensive 2t
gauge railway system which
connected parts of the site.

There are also plenty of WWI
military artefacts, including a
recreation of a dug-out, a wall
painting of the former and nearby
Solway railway viaduct which once
linked England and Scotland, ai dan
original. Add to that a section on the
effects of WWIl evacuees on the

ELLENROAD STEAM
MUSEUM

Elizabethan Way, Milnrow, Rochdale,
Lancs, ENGLAND OL16 4LG
Home of the World's largest Steam Mill Engine
and the Whitelees Beam Engine.
Original cotton mill Engine House complete

with coal-fired Lancashire Boiler plus other
cotton mill & stoam artefacts

In steam on the first Sunday each month
from 12 noon untit 4pm

Car park, café, books nnd souvenirs
Situated at Junction 21 off the M62
Telephone: 07789 802632
Recorded message for steumming detuds aud
special events

WEBSITE - http://www.ellenrond,org.uk

FICKWILLG}> Unique
DRAINAGE ENGINE) Collection of
MUseUM Engines

Open May to Sept Sat & Sun 11.00-16.30
Mon, Tues & Fri 12.00 - 16.30

Eel Catching in the Fens
at the Runday on Sunday May 17th

Tlustrated talks by Peter Carter at 11.30 & 13.30
Spectacular demonstration ficing of his
traditional fen punt gun on the drain at 15.00

‘Adm: Adults £3.00; Concessians £2.0; Child £1.00
Event/Run Days: Adults £4.00; Canc. £1.00; Child £1.50
Group Visits 20+ at most times by arrangement

Main Street, Prickwillow, Ely, Cambs. CB7 4UN
www.prickw illow-engine-museum.co.uk
enquiries@prickwillow-engine-museum.co.uk
Tel: 01353 688360 / 07801 050267
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Mixing the Devil's Porridge with an impression of the factory behind. The mixing

bowl is original. ALL:HUGH DOUGHERTY

district, as well as a recreated pub ILTON KEYNES
frequented by WWIworkers, and that U SEU
gives some idea of just how

fascinating in terms of social and oused in beautiful Victorian

. A g farmstead with 1.5 hectares of
industrial history this excellent groundrsxfltshiesalar:é and coxl‘:;:nllll?; !

exhibition is. changing museum has something toc all
members of the family.
Open: April 1 - October 31 Wed to Sun
B ‘The Devils Pon‘idge’ is open (and Bank Hols) I lam - 4.10pm
Adults £5 Concessions £4
ﬁf)m Easter. g Family (2+4) £14
Visit Www.dewlspomdge.co.uk McConnell Drive, Wolverton, Miltoe Keynes MK12 SEL
for opening hours and Tel: 01908 316222
admission prices Email: info@mkmuscum.org.uk
P X www.mkmuseum.org.uk
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Gp (l[)p[(i' ll]le (JJ umping o lation
newly restored © massive twin beam engines © six ariginal bailers elaborate decoration
e landscaped grounds @ ornate cooling pond forge © stabiles ® audia guide © hands-on activities
« ift shop ® woodland play area ® miniatuce tain & picnic area © café
STEAMING SCHEDULE FOR 2009

May Day - May 3/4, {1am - 5pm Summer Bank - August 30/31, 11am - Spm
Spring Bank - May 24/25, 11am - S5pm Late Summer - September 19/20, 1pm - S5pm (Sat),
Summer - July 18/19, 1pm - Spm (Sat), 1lam - Spa (Sun)
11am - Spm (Sun) 19405 weekend - October 24425, 11am - S5pm
New Year - December 27/28, 11am - 4pm (Sun & Mon)
“Experience Steam’ is the opportumity to try your hand at firing a Lancashire boiler and driving @ mighty
beam engine as part of a carefully supervised group. Adeanced booking is essential. Please phone for details.

@ M/ GYA 7
The Wonder of Water stz
Open Sundays (11am - 2pm) and ‘In Stcam’ on Bank Holidays and selected weekends. Admission charge

NGIS 9A] Just off che AGD, between Mansfield and Nottingham
Tel: 0115 963 2938 vw.papplcwickpumpingstaﬁon.co.uk
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