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University Club for Ladles, X
4, Ceorge Street, Hos

Hanover Square, W,
27th Hay, 1916. -

Daar Colonel Fisher,

I must ask you kindly to accept my letter of 25th May as contairn-
ing my final deecision, I should not have®# it had It not been a sonsid-

F.

ered decision. I much regret that you should regerd it es & bolt from
the blue, I choose this time for meking my resignation as less inconven—
ient frmn;;ha point of view of the Fastory. I understand that the
present Eli.tust.i-m was unforeseen, but I aho'cl:ld 1ike to point out that on
the oeccasion of my appointment I was given to understand 'bg&t. it was
urgently necessary I should take up my duties as soon e&s possible,

May I more particularly emphasise the fdet that I referred 'in

my letter of the 25th that there is no suitable accommodation for the

work I am expected to undertake! It does not ssem to me satisfactdry

% !

that I should have been asked to take up the work before any “QQMMjﬁ -
o s

at all in the Fectory was ready or, even when, as now, the best that offers

is the Woren's Shifting Room. For me to underteke more work under these
conditions would be diffieult even if it offerpbd itself, and carnot
agrea to contimue to hold the appointment.
Yours sinecerely,
Hilda Walton.
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University Club for Ladles,
“ U-!o:l'gu &r“.t,
Hanover Square, ¥,
25th Msy, 1916.
Daar Colonel Fisher,

I write to plase my resignation as Lady Superintendent of the

womsn at the Royal Cunpowder Factory in your hands,

women working is only 40, and I undafatand that there is no possibility !-' -:"" 3
of any lerge inerease in nuribars. .+ 5 -‘ .

As you are awars, there is in the Factory no aeccommodstion suit- ,.: E
able for the work which I understend that I am expseted to carry out, T = |
end I fedl that I ecan no longer agree to continue under the present et 1:
unsat isfactdry econditions, also that I am serving no useful purpose i } r. ﬂ

by remanining in the Factory.
I assume that my notiece willtake effesct one month from the dete

of your rereption of this letter, btut I should like to add I should be
gled 4o be ast free at the sarliest moment that will suit your convenien:

Yours sincepely,
Hilda Valton.
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As, I %take 1t, there Is no guestlon Lhat women will be ecployed,

——

Yo petore long, a8t the R, G, P. F., it becomes necessary to consider the
Ukl (i

2!"'h;~1“q,ﬁ

i ach: appointment of a lady Superintendent.

I am now interviewing candidates for a similsr position st the
#. S, A, F. and I shovld be plad of avthorily to select one of thes
for +he Waltham appointment, for vour approval.
The salary at R. S. A, F, is to be £860 per anmum, and I recormend hlB

a similar salapy a* R, G, P. F.

T ar anyions +n0 ret the ammointment a8t B, G, P. F, made Bnd

canPirred ag =aply as posaible, becasnse the selected person showld have

some 1ittle *ime +0 stwdy the methods employed at Woolwich end elsewhere,
+n ensupe thie welfape of ths women, and hecsuse there are a greal Dany
| dstails Lo be thrashed out on the spot, which should be all cut BNz
dvied befors women cowuence WOPK,

1 undersiand alse that there is soume competition for Lady
Superintendents of 4 depirable type in Hunitions Faclories, and it ie

desipable o secure svch snitable women while Lhey are to be pot.

Those who avs being aren by me have beon felected and recocsnended !

by Mp, Rewntree, and Niss Durham (of the Board of Trade), _- L
77'I : . T
#
'
B %3 1916 Colonsl,
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two years. " She 1is éxperienced in financial work
(ascountancy) ,Soelal work (working pirls clubse),
lecturing (mursing, firet aid, health subjects)
and c¢lerical work.
The Countess of Zuffolk snd seversl West F'
Znd practitioners speak very highly of this lady'se t
capabllities, and I think that she would be a very 'P
sultable candidate for the position. |
Would you pleasse get into touch with UMr,
downtree, 6, Whitehall Gardens, with & view to fixing l

up an gppointment for Miss O'Brien to come snd see

you.

28/6/16. D.D.3.(E).

DDGEE.,

Mise 0' Brien took up her dublas as Ledy Supsrintandsnd

valthan on the 1st ultiine,
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D.D.2. (B). Through E.P.S.,

diss Hilda Walton, Ledy Superirtendent , Royel Gunpowder Fastory,

has tendsred her resignation of hep eppointmert, and as I have no option

In the matier, I have, after once sugpesting that she should withdrew
her notice, ancepted it,.

The allsged remsons for her setion are given in the two letters

attached, Idnmtthiﬂth:bthaymmwm corvineing, as Miss

Wellon wes fully conversamt with the fants of the nase whan she took up
her duties.

I n;n’uf nglnlon thst. she 1};& not gh:m the act cause for wishing
/ and ; think/Ahat in yhe event of her ait ing ts secure any

lo'ﬁ:ant. l:mﬂ/al' the Lﬁiﬂtﬂ. l.{:luﬂa imaﬁtian:ttbn/uhauld/';:m made .

Mearwhile, I shal, be gled 1f another Ledy Superintendent ecan be

to lea

saleated Yo commence har work not later than the 26th June nesxt.

As you ars eware the inerease In the nurter of women employed at

Waltham Abbey has been unexpectedly chacked, by unforeseesn circumstences,

but the ecosbing oubt of eligible men, and tha probable resumpt lon of fMll

output topather with the starting up of the last oprdered extension will
involve “he engagement of a coniaiderable rurbeap,
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gebohm Hownitree lo e
3 Whitehall Gardens,
sy S o
- il
o 111 rooollect that in February o 8 Jear
a ore pood enony 0D deleoct M4 1lda Walton of Somer-
ville Collepe, OxfTord to {11 DOE i Lad orinteni-
int at Tthe Royal Gunpowder Factory, itham Abbey, This
lady has now tendered her resisnat lon, and Colonel FMsher,
Lox co suggenving that she should withdraw her notice,

ies Velton'e rensons for regigning seenm to be

saped on the foet that she had moTe or lese taken up the
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plaine that there are only 40 wome at present worlding.
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118 inocreapge in the number of women amployed at Waltham Abbev ha

beon unexpectedly checked by unforseen circums
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conbing out of eligidle aen, and the probable rosumption of
iill omtput ftomether with the gtarting up of the last ordored
extension will involve the engagemant of & considersble nume
oar ol wOmen.

=Ty NoDougall Duckham would be munoh obliged 1f yom
oould Jet him heoar whether you mow of any lady who would be
siitable to 111 this pont,

Toure faithfully,
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