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India

The influence of RGPF factory design and manufacturing practice was of particular significance
in what was then the Empire.

In the event of problems being encountered Waltham Abbey advice was sought and if necessary
staff were sent out to advise on the spot. This transfer of technical expertise also involved the
posting of staff to overseas factories for more extended periods to supervise and train local
personnel. India had important governmental explosives factories and Factory staff were posted
to two of these.

In 1904 a cordite factory was opened at Arunvankadu, Nilgiris, S. India. The Annual Report of
the Factory for 1903-1904 stated that in 1904 seven men were transferred from Waltham Abbey
to Arunvankadu. Members of succeeding generations of the Berry family worked at Waltham
Abbey and included in the number posted was one, Edward. In the Berry family photograph
Edward is fifth from the left back row. Also at the Factory was his brother Samuel, fourth from
the left and their father, centre front had worked there before them.

As always war brought sudden urgent demand pressures and in 1939 supervisory staff were
urgently sent from the Factory to the Government High Explosives Factory at Kirkee, Poona.
Four have been identified in the photograph taken on the occasion of the departure of the
Superintendent Mr. R. Huddart.

The ladies in the secpnd photograph were staff wives who were engaged in welfare work for
troops stationed locally and those resting from service on the Burma Front.

A crucial aspect of explosives was the ability to withstand potentially damaging conditions of
transport and storage. It was this aspect which afforded a prime example of Waltham Abbey
personnel travelling overseas to advise, again to India. A measure of the importance attached to
this aspect was the sending to India in 1906 of two of the most senior personnel of the Factory —
Col. Sir Frederick Nathan Superintendent and Dr. Robert Robertson Senior Scientist to
investigate and advise on cordite storage problems following explosion incidents. An exhaustive
study was made and the conclusions and recommendations on tests etc. became a fundamental
reference point for explosives storage worldwide.

Col. Nathan, Superintendent of the Factory from 1900, was a pre eminent figure in the explosives
industry. He was an excellent administrator and energetically drove forward the quest for the
highest standards of manufacturing practice and research. In 1909 he left Government employ to
become Works Manager at the great Nobels explosives factory at Ardeer. He made a significant
contribution to the national explosives effort in WW 1, designing and overseeing construction of a
vital TNT and propellant plant at Pembrey and later performing a similar function for the Royal
Naval Cordite Factory at Holton Heath. He was knighted for his services to the nation.

Dr. R. Robertson had a worldwide reputation as an explosives expert. -After working in the
laboratory of the City Analyst of Glasgow he joined the Factory and became Senior Scientist in
charge of the main Laboratory, which was named after him. After his visit to India Robertson in
1907 was appointed Superintendent of the Government Chemical Research Department at
Woolwich. WW1 brought a sudden major expansion of the work of the Department and
Robertson worked tirelessly to ensure that it fulfilled all the demands placed on it. In 1921 he
became Government Chemist. Having retired in 1936 he continued with private research. On the
outbreak of war in 1939 he volunteered his services and performed valuable explosives
committee work. Like Nathan Robertson was knighted for his services to the nation.

LE'S TUCKE{E
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FAREWELL TO THE SU’PER!NTENDENT 'R.- HUDDART Esq. & Mrs. HUDDART

| THE SENIOR STAFF
HIGH EXPLOSIVE FACTORY, KIRKEE.

‘A'AVA.AAI\%‘AQO » 4 Ad&fl. Y adR A

BOR TR s e e

Sitting :— (left to right ) Mr. J. A. J. Maynard; Mr. K. C. Chakravarthy; Mr. K. Gopalan; Mr. W. N. Rudd, D. M. Arolkar Esq.; N. E. Parthasarathi Esq.; Dr. J. M. Stepanek; 23

Dz, E A. H. Roberts; Major B. Hoogewerf; T. A. R.Southern Esq.; Mrs. Wootton; C. C. M. Broughton Esq; R. Huddart Esq.; Mrs. Huddart;
i Ma]onC E. Wootton; Dr. G, 8. Kasbekar; R. H. Breit Esq;; Dr. H. Kampf; T. A. W. Flanagan Esq; Mr. N. H. A. Beach; Mr. W. G. Raby;
| Mr. P, Cassels; Mr, E. J. Farrow; Mr. K. K, Menon. ; TR i
Stan!mg Ist Row:— (left to right ) Messrs. R. Ramanathan, P. D. J. So]omon,-P Parasu! am; B Hegde, M. G. Hassan; K. Dasgupta; G, C. Paul; P. K. Seshan; K. A. Mohanveluy;
[ W. ks Mansfield; J. M Mgad, K. GaMehendaley; V.G. Mehendaley; N. B. Tendolkar; M. Balan; V. Subbarayaloo; M. K. Menon; C. J. Mudaliar.
Sta;rdmg 2nd Row:— ( left to right ) Messrs. G. Subramania Iyer; A. K. Lakshmmarayanm' A. Sounderaraj, K. V. Venkatarangan; L. D. Pitkar; P. S. Savkur; N. N. Chatterjee;
i A. Dazely; Jodh Singh; L. Rajah; K. 8. Ratanswamv Vi Rama Iyer; M, Ranganathan; M. Narasimham; V. A. Chandrasekharan,
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Indian Ordnance Department.
Assistent Foreman.

ggrﬁﬁmﬁnt made the er wpad L day of .

One thousand nine hundred and forty-two BETWEEN WILLIAM
FREDERICK MANSFIELD of 62 Stanstead Road, Hoddesdon,
Hertfordshire _

of the first part and THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF INDIA IN
COUNCIL (hereinafter referted to as ‘ the Government ”’) of the second
part

" g on

WHEREAS the Government have engaged the party of the first
part to serve His Majesty in India in the capacity for the term and at
the pay hereinafter mentioned

NOW THESE PRESENTS WITNESS and the parties hereto
respectively agree as follows i

1A. THAT he the party of the first part shall enter the Service
on the date of his embarkation for India as an Assistant Foreman (C.E,)
High explosives Fac tory

18. THAT he shall as soon as he may be directed by the officers
of the Government proceed to India. The grant of passages for himself
and his family to and from India shall be regulated by the provisions set
out in the Schedule hereto.

2. THAT he shall on arrival in India forthwith proceed to his
station and report himself to the officers of the Government there and
shall submit himself to the orders of the Government and of the officers
and authorities under whom he shall be placed and shall remain in the
Service for a term (hereinafter referred te as ** the said term ’’) from the
date mentioned in Clanse 1A hereol to a date three months after a notice
in writing has been given by either party PROVIDED that such notice
shall not be given so long as war conditions of outturn are deemed by
he Government to exist in thi Factories AND TROVIDIED that his
services are not otherwise determined under Clauses 7 and 8 hereof On
receiving his sailing orders he will if he so desires be granted an advance
of the amount not exceeding one calendar month’s pay and on arrival in
India he may be granted a further advance the total sum so advanced in
this country and in India not to exceed two months’ pay and to be recovered
in equal instalments from his pay for the first twelve calendar months of
his service in India.

3. THAT he shall employ himself carefully and diligently and
generally to the complete satisfaction of the Government under the orders and
instructions of the officers under whom he shall from time to time be placed
as an Assistant Foreman aforesaid in which capacity he shall discharge all
duties appertaining to that office and also all such duties as are discharged
by persons holding similar situations in India and do all things which
may be required of him or which are necessary to be done in his capacity
as aforesaid and that he shall whenever required proceed to any other
part of India and there perform such or the like duties and that he shall
do his best to instruet in his art those who may be placed under him or may
be working with him. :

‘ 4. THAT he shall devote his whole time to the duties of the
Service and shall not engage directly or indirectly in any trade business or
occupation on his own account or otherwise and that he shall not (except
in the case of accident or sickness certified by the medical officer appointed
by the Government) absent himself from his said duties without having
first obtained permission from the Government or their authorised officers.

5. THAT he shall when required take upon himself the responsible
charge of Government money and stores and shall truly and faithfully
account for and pay over or deliver to the proper person all money goods
ahd stores which shall at any time come to his hands or be under his
charge on account of the Government.

H.C.G, 15934/A
H.C.G., 269.9

PRGN



Popular in the 20's JOHN HECTOR Telephone No.

Popular Characters Popular Memories 01255 815586
Popular in the 20's, 30's, 40's
Popular at war 46 FRINTON ROAD, Fax No.
Lilian and John HOLLAND ON SEA, 01255 815586
The Hectors ESSEX, CO15 5UL.
Grandma Lilian's Fairy Garden hector@hector46.f9.co.uk

Dear Clare Milingo

Please find enclosed a full copy of the story Mrs Osborne
had written and a n enlarged photo of the workforce in
INDIA.. It is a remarkable story of her journey with her
Mother who had decided to follow her husband who had
Volunteered to go to the Indian Factory It is hoped that the
Director will want is written can take any extracts that he
would consider recording in the Mill archives and perhaps
a copy of his comments can be sent to Mrs Osborne .
We retired and some like me are disabled are very pl;eased
to have this couple with us that both are so helpful to so
Many people housebound and all the Church groups
benefit by their generosity as Chairman of our local C B
Fellowship team and they are both able to keep in touch
with us all.

With my best wishes to you and all that are



Engaged with the work at the MILL
JOHN HECTOR

FATHER WAS MR W Mansfield

Mr and Mrs OSBORNE
81 MADERA ROAD
Hollaand On Sea
ESSEX C O 15 5NE TELEPHONE
0OI1255 813 021
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