








Tn THE MOST HONOURABLE, 

~bt ;marquis of ~lanbforb, . 
BARON ~pmCtt, of l¥ormleighton, in , 

WARWICKSHIRE, o/c. o/c. 

My LORD, 

I address to your Lordship, FRAGl\iENTS, 

hitherto, widely diffused. They are for, the most 

Part connected,with the NATURAL I-IIsTORY, 

accompanied with ANECDOTES, of the different 

ANIl\IAL , that are Objects, oj' the SPORTS

MAN'S Pursuit. Should your Lordship receive 

Il1forlnation, 01' Amllsenzent, from them, it will 

be a 10eal Pleasure, to 

our L01~dship' s 

Most obliged, 

and 

Obedient Servant, 

V. B. D. NIEL • 

• '1>tember, IBI3, 
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~unpo\t)btr. · 
.A.N Alt ration in th Composition, and whi h is ex

p ct d to I "en the Expenee of G'llnpo'{vder, is SUGAR •• 

Mr. \iVIN OR has tak nout a PATENT, for introducing 

it as an 100'r di nt in the Manufacture. He say, that 
,vh n prop r]y r .. clue d to a Po'{tlder, by 1''1'ituration, it Inay 
b mix d with ' mmon GUllpo'{~der, in th Proportion of · 

onefourtlt S U GAR, to tltree-fou'rtlts Powder, without dimi-
ni 'hinD' it xplodin~ Fore. u ry, does this ~ 1) BSTI.,. 

TUT E augment it ( 

GUNPOWDER, ha r c ived no Mode of Destruction 
.. 

m r £ nnidabl , than from the Invention and Use, that 

Colon 1 ONGltEVE has lat ly employed it in. These 

• It is n less singular than tru , that SUGAR was scarcely 
known amongst u , Three llullrb'ed Years ago: SUGAR waefirst 
hrought into EUROPE, from ASIA, Anno 1150, and at that 
Tilne, an Attempt \Va made to cultivate it, in ITALY, but it 
totally failed: th PORTUGU ESE and SPANJ ARDS, however, in 
the adventurous Spirit of Colonization, which fir t dj6tinguish~d 

th m, arri d th Cane-root into AMERICA, Anno 1510, which 
uc edcd to the full Extent of their IIopes, nnd t/,ence it WR!I 

transplant d, to th WEs'r INDIA Iles, where it lu tlriou 
Produc, was xtend d with eu h R pidity, as oon to becom 
an bject, of national Strife and Warfur • UGAR was fir t 

taxed ill ENGI~AN)), Anno 10S.5. In 1798, th Quantity im
ported, was, 2,361,715 Hundred JVcig/lt; nd th net Amount of 
the DUTI ES, Anno J 813, paid upon thi Arti 1 , J o
LAND, 3,580,223/. 18,. 10d. IRELAND" 690,~401. 3,. . 
hluking togeth r, '£~,270,77 2,. 7 1 d. 
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DOVER, by way of Exp riment, from Arcltliffe Fort, to 
the Western Ileigltts, and immediately set on fire a ;tub
hle fi ld, in which th y han ed to fall, near the eel brated 
Cliff of SUAKSPEARE. The FURe with which th yare 
provjded, continue to burn for seven or eight Minute, 
after they are shot off, when some of the Rockets explode, 

and act in the new Capacity of Sltell.~. Th y arc capable, 
we understand, of being thrown with almost as much Ac-
uracy and PJ: ~ci~ion, as a ~ HELL, or CARCASE, is from a 

Mortar. rfhe average i xpcnce at first, was, One pound 
,fOUl' shiLLillg.~ p r 1 0 C K ET, but which will be r.educed, to 
!J Ite pound oue slt£! Ling and eleven pellce. 

With Resf> ·t to th Ml1squet, the ENIUS of modern 
Tim ,has gr ~atly im plificd tit nobJ Art, of MAN-KIL

LJNG. rrb 6 'oldier now carries hi Cartridges, commo
dioUhJy . nel saf'ly, intr du "', th 'm jnt the lice with 
wond 'rful ] jrity, and which h di chargesf1'equentl!J, in 
the Spa of a Minute. S ~E, oppos d to him, the 01-
d£ers of E EN J3 f; 5, with the Load of Murr!Jon, Caliver, 
~ 'lC'o'l'ds, and lJaggers, lighted Match, and fl'ouclt powder; 
th 'Y 1 ust llav · h n omcntarily xp sed, to the Explo-
ion f til ~ jr j>owder, and t th· Dang r of losing, or ex

t,illgui8hing, their Afalc/tes, besides th y w rc deficient ill 

hOUI «11(. xt 'nt, at tIl Tim;o of t11 CRUSADE8. This FrRB 

haN h~ n POkf-O oft by th IIISTORIAN of ,that Day, a& pos
s ItU~illg uch l)ow(~rH of De,~t,.uction, a no Art could counteract 

or vud ,and to rc-acquirc a Kuowledge, of 0 dire nn lostru

m "nt of 4unihilation, h8 been always regarded with Abhorrence. 
YJ'h· ill M1ST wus, how v r, un,ucce ajul. iii Mat rial" which 

'Oht an ilnmt!u Sum of Mon y, w r , in th mid t of hi 
purl~tion , blown "p, and took with til m, hiM RIGIIT x, 
J'£AClt, O"ElllNO. 



of ion j II r find 0 In truction for Ad cin, 
nd ~ rmin int Iunln, Divi ion, nd 

t, if th ~ inu J con id r d it If 
mplo . d, in di coy ing th an of ILL-

I OFF, Nor umb rs, 1.' 0 oth r In trulD nt for 

HUtllan Rer, hay b n d vis d. In 1811, · ptain 
Tn 0 D u , of th 0 Y LV, inv Dted a n \v 
'nflamllulble Ball, applicnbl in. b i ging a Town, and pe-
uliar for its sn1Jall J eitrht, by whi 11 mean it lllay b 

thrown to great Di tan ,and tak Fire on a v r u
riou Ian. It "' pr ad:s 8. Fla.t1t in tJf.,'ee di tinct Openin s, 
'vhi h i so strong, that th Fi,' • t od" full a 1 ard in 
1llLTth, froln th Bull it If; and i " P w .rful, that any 

Thing tlnd r, over, or ncar, cannot '}P it Erle t...,; and 
in 1812, a Mr. M , a I id n t f P R T S E , II b
mitt d to ov ronl nt, a HELL, that a th inull n " 

Di tan of three Mil s, will ."plod T 'lClcllfy all ' f fOln 

bu tible Matt f, of tln'ee illclte '" iam t f, and upwards f 
One Thousand M u k t and 1 ist( 1 Balls: til will b 
scntt r d n th lIori""on, ,vithin a ell' 1 ,vh Diall1 t r 
i l iourtef:ll; Jlllnd,. d } atd .-Th " r i Tht f the 11 " LL" 

will b upward of T'l 0 hand,' d and a half'''. 

* Th WEALTH accunnll t d f1' III th Sal of u p 'v

DER, by (\11 ob' 'ur Individual, d serves to b re 'C 1'<1 'd $ 

lllU 'h fo\' its 1l1(~~ll itlldt', n for th stnul l" Di~'P0 ill of it. l I r. 

t t.L It.)ft l'OP "l'ty to th normOl] lno n ut, of Eigh hUll I' d 
thou 'al1d p01md '.-" 0 ~ r. FI 11, f ~ r rille- Ired 1-1... f I -Iyal' it " 
1 nIt nth l' l' N T L ~ M N, h · It I ,l t 
Jlj JtJ '(l lid pound' roth; th R v. ,.. r f ~ L R, hi$ tit 11'($1 

It £: l. I\1'J <"h wa otf r d ,,0111 tin! t\ iuc' ( lit IIUlldrr:c 

thouslIud pOllml for th · IWflC r hi tH ' P ) h b ' III · lth 

1 '11 il'/ y- i,f: t llOuS md p lllldH II left Tn 1 ' ( t ) bis r 

t R 1'1 HIR F,' h 111 h .. had ldautl n "th" hl" h t l t 

in thu ount) 'hi 'h ' t hi lU 'rfnt,!l-ti' tlwu en p' r n 



l'('nutin Qll up r ... min ntly ni e 
l.1.1rl Sille!t of Otl r DllY, ouJcl b net lut cI by th lUll 

l)rill jpJ ,whi 'h MON'I'AJONJ1 r it{\ :" An )1I"r wu. 
, Jnnd<.' to nn " \ J) nt All 'II gn, Ondenltl d t die, that hi 

IJY', Hhould be tillV d, if h would Mil w SOtll llOlubJ 'l)roo/ 
()f hi. A H'.' ; hut h ) r ' fIH; d to tr!J, f urir r 1 Hi iliH too gr ut 

l \gillttion, Hhould Jl1al< hirn HIH) t 11'ide, and thl t in t ad 
of pre,qer'villg hi g IJiJ{~, II HhollJd aJHo lose til lleputatinn 
h hael got, of h(:ing n good Ma1'/c rnull." 

'I'h 'flai1J',,!, with which t1. AMR I AN , nlao ge 
1a ·ir J lite (J"JI,q, PHI I~ T, ill hi. 'fruveJ.i in AM lOA, 

,.iv . thiM Account of. "During th I jut Wall', in 1775, 
a 10JlJ JHLIlY of J ij/e-1)1(,II, fonn ·d Ij'on1 til bl -I- Wood rn n 
of V J It (11 . ) A, W H q llart( 'recl It ' t" (IJlI'JINIHtel', in w 
h J LAN n) f()l' OJU t.iIlH. :'f ) of h Ifl alt "'natel!J It tId 

nO(J'trl, only lI;U l. iJlc/U!.Y ,\'fJ'UO'(', 1)(' [1 -eelt /,; l( nees, whil 
hi ·ona'a(/,' lin 'd a /Jail tluough it, f"OUl a DiHlan ' f 
OUl' 11I11I(b-ed lJ(Jc I ! 'fh n()(I1'ti L till Pi' R rv·d: and 
J n.ll u. llrt '<i, by . r:eN'flt ho w( 're p,'esl!ut, that it Wll 

p"rfofllJ I, w j thou t allY M all Ill')' of J) l pdon." 

whi ·h. h' nlwlI!J' a.l)'Ur d '''nil, th y h ul,] i1,1l rit. Mr. IIILL, 
the'l 'Htlltor, WitH ot'ig'iuully u. Tador ut JhtHN'r 0 ,und th 
) rtf 011 who IlCct·(,t/cd hi. in that lJ ill' , till 'arri(· on th 

T.'ucl in thut 'Iown. It Wll 1 Y th POWl)JI,R MILL t W HI • 

'l'ON, thut lVlr. IhLL rC'uli ('d hi VU !jt iOl't 111 .. II AUjOY d th 
, (Iomp) t~ • upply of' 'fUltI PP.Y, in (;UNPOW It, wh u h 

i rn port ·d Lu(:k tla ' Pl'ociu('(' of til( L I· V A N 'I'. und with i, r-

j ·d on til nu ille , of' u. 1~u It I~Y Mt'r('luU1 . ' h ji"t f h 
h v Lrgatee,wito(li din 113, fAU1 to)U\v hUAnr ol, ~ (l 

to dtv into dill' r n )ruc,ti hut of tb 1 -
wuy M n(ly. A hi 
t hi v N 

ri of whi h · A 

h ir, 
P UN • 

of, 
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The Workmanship in this Gun, probably eclipses all, 
that the -Artificerl of modem Date, have executed. Anno 

1 '112, a BrasJ Gun, was advertised to be 3hot for, at Hox .. 
TON, -which was in the Shape of a Walking-Cane, might 
be used either as a Gun, or Pistol, and which contained a 

TELESCOPE, a DIAL on the Head, and a perpetual AL
KANACK. 

The material Improvements in Fire .I1rm$, of late Y ear~, 
. have possibly left little more to be accomplished. ONE, 

however, if we may calculate from the numerous Accidents 
that have happened, will have a most beneficial Tendency, 
and that is, the GRAVITATING STOPS, contrived by Mr. 
JOSEPH MANTON. These act of themselves, and com

pletely remove the Danger, of charging a doub~e Gun, with 
one of the Locks, cocked; as it is impossible for a G un, on 
this new Construction, (although cocked) to go off whilst 
Loading. This Safeguard, since double-barrelled Guns are 
so generally employed, merits the Attention of every 
SPORTSMA~, and there are but 'Very fe'w, who, in the 
Course of his Shooting, cannot recollect how lIe has been 
shocked, at perceiving the Peril be had escaped, when, 

· either from his Hurry or Inadvertence, lIe bas charged 
One Barrel , whilst the Lock of the other was cocked, and 
the Gun held in a Situation, to have blown him to Pieces. 
The ELEVAT~D Top, invented by the same ARTIST, has 
been already noticed. Its Utility is: confirmed, and has 
~et with universal Approbation, and from a Variety of 
Accounts, the Game has been killed at Distances, which 
Gentlemen did not accomplish, till this Plan was adopted, 
by which the Centre of the Charge of Shot, is thrown upon 
the Bird, and which does not now escape, perhaps slightly 
wounded, from the Bod!} of the Shot, sinking BEN E A TH 

the Object; add to this, that the Line of .dint, is much more 
comct, and easier acquired. 



H " 
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ilar "to the above, may be effectuall!J prevented, by using 

Pieces of Pasteboard, Felt, or Leat/,er, to charge with, 
instead of soji Paper. 

We shall terminate this Portion of the Sup
PLEMENT, ,vith a short Narrative of the usual 
Effects in the HUl\tAN MIND, upon the Ex
pectancy of a Visit from a CANNON BALL. 

Doctor ,V ALKER has thus defined them. 

I have had an Opportunity of making Observat£olls, on 
the Sights, Sounds, and Progress of Balls. I have seen 

the Approach of Balls, two at a time, as well as of Shells; 

and observed, that the Report from a Gun, very far outstrips 

the Ball in its Course. This is a well-established Doctrine 

in Physics; but it is contrary to the common Opinion. It 
is true, the Ball gets the Start, and going quickest at first, 
arrives at a small Distance sooner than the R eport; which 
is not made, till the Ball is expelLed from the Piece, and on 
its \Vay; but the Sound shortly overtakes the Ball, and 
passes very speedily before it. The SAl LORS think, when 
they have heard ·the ReplJrt of the Enemy's Gun, that the 

Ball is passed, and feel as secure, as we generally do, when 
hearing Thunder after the Flash of Ligldning. But I no
ticed off AZgezira, that the Ball came after the Report, 

though not so long, as the Report was after the Flash; 

and that thus, DEATH was threatened, through the By E and 

EAR, before it could possibly reach us, in the Shape oj' a 

BaLl.. During the Coming of a whizzing B all, I have ob
served a general 'eriousness of Countenance, with Silence; 

in its passing over the Ship, a Sm'ile; on its fall ing hort, a 
LllUgh. "fo People not employed with someth ing, t en

gage the ind, it is very trying to be ef:( PO ed t Dan~ r; 
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they have time to fashion their FeaTs into a thousllnd 
Shapes. Some of them herd together, and talk, rather in a 
low Voice, on indifferent Subjects, neither serious nor 
laughable. 

Others keep. alone, and seem careless about what may 

happen; one is ashamed to appear frightened; although 
willing to get, as it ,vere by Accident, to the Leeward of a 

Mast or Capstan, if the Firing be to Windward. In such 
Situations, one is apt to have the Company of Boys, be
longing to the Vesse1, if they can contrive any thing to 
do there: they seem to be in a great Stir; but are in Fact · 
proving, that SELF-PRESERVATION is the first LAW of 
NATURE. 

Many, from Habit, appear to have had this FIRST SEN .. 

SATION, almost extinguished in them. Wholly engaged 
in the Business and Bustle of the BATTLE, they have not 
Leisure to think of their Danger, and not suspecting Fear 

in others, they do not discover the Symptoms of it, which 
is so readily detected among these different Classes, by the 
.ympathizing, and consequently, discerning P ASSBNGSa. 

II 
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