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SCIENTISTS 'at yr a 'I t h a m Abbey's e-x.plo~ives ' reSearch ' 

I establishment walked liut on strikeolli; Wednesday to protest 

! against tpeir "poor" wages. '.... . , 

(

' About 120 top-sec.!i~t : workerg ma~l'ted out of th.e ' GOVem­

men~run Explosives Researc.h anji Development Establ.islimen.t 

at mldday bearing. p~cards ao'CI posters: Then, Wbl1.e s.ome 

stayed behind. as pic/drts, tRe rest drove' om to join"hundreds of 

:A colleagues in a mMS ,pnotest rally at Downing 5t,reet. ' 

i , The strikers are 'I\I-eml:iers C1f the Institution 'qf ProfessIonal 

Civil Servants. They wer e protesting' at the delay by the ,Civil 

Service Department in answerll):g 'their claim for an interim 

pa:y increase.. " ~ 

~. Scient ists say th!tt 'their salaries are 25 pe)' cen.t. lower 

than they should lie ;compared with peoule in other ,divisions 

t
o! lhe serivce, particulatrly th~ exec!ltive .'{].ivig.ion. , -' 

! I, ,'. ', ' BEHIND " _ ' ' .' , 

. Mr, G,~.ffrey ., WUUaPls. iln' affiplel !OJ; the J!1~titut.i.on at 

ERDE, ~id : " NegQiiation~ haye. been going on ,for years"and 

we have ' been ' falling behind all the time, :Some p'eOple .felt 

• tha~, this was.-nC!t ill.e' rigl).t. time to take, aetiop. -in · view of the 

Chal\ge ot Gover nment, 'Out 'others decided that 'they had put 

up with the situation 'for long enougll," 
The main pr oblem, sald -r . Williams, w~s.-that SCien,tiits 

were dissatisfied with the methods used to' arrive at a suitable 

pay scale . 
.. Our officials have talked and' talked," he said. .. The 

Department seems willing to talk, but not willing t9 listen," 

A. young Ih8n. with a scienijfic degree who takes a job as a 

junior . scienllll~ · GlDcer can expect a ealary in the r~gion of 

£1,318 a yearr ,and Mr. Williamssaid that they should be 

entitled:to Ilt'least£500 ,a y~ar more" 
RIDIQULOyS . ' . 

"The,who1~~sl.tuation is rialCulous." :Jie sald.,f· SOine':of the , 

younger chaps are, working alongside less q\Nlli.B~ people 

doing ·le!!$ responsiQle work, out.· who could be eann!lg about 

;f.6 Qr £711 wileKmore." , ," '. • 

'. This 'jl!":the .fir~o.tlme" tMt-'1he ' scienu~ ha,!_ staged any 

W~(C.l673 
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