


Royal Gunpowder Mills 
Waltham Abbey, Essex 

ST8UMPSHAW OLD HALL 

• STEAM 
MUSEUM 

AND FARM MACHINERY 
COLLECTION 

OPEN 
29th May till 1st October 

Sunday to Friday (closed Saturday) 
Opening times 11am tllI 4pm 

• Steam Engines & Working Btam 
Engines 

• Mcchankal Organs 
• Narrow Gauge Railway 
• Engines in Steam last Sunday in month 
• Worlcing Toy Train 13yout for cllildrcn 
• Caf~ • Gift Shop .. 
• Picnic in the Park • Free Pnrking I 
• Free access to all SIalic display 
Coach parties, evenlop and OIIt of season 

~islls 1\-eIcome by alTlllgelllent 

Follow BrownTourist sians,olfA.7 
between GmtYannouth and Norwich 
Tel:0160) 71nnor7145U 
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Here's a heritage day out with a difference -
and one that's sure to go off with a bang! 

ELLENROAD ENGINE 
HOUSE 

EtlrahftIwJ WO). Mltnro ... Rod.date. 
l.ana, t: ·GI.A. ·O Ol.1UI.G 

Home of ,be WOIId' l:uze<l 5t<am Mill !!n, ino 
lIIMl ,be WlulOlec U""", !!naillC. 

0!l\jnaJ cotton mill Engine House oompIo1o 
wl1h co.J.fired Lancashlre Bell" plus oiher 

cotton ril & steam artotacta 
In I18&m on the tIrst Sunday ead1 month 

from 12 noon .... til ~ 
Cat patk, caf6. books and ~ 
Silua19d at Junction 21 0/1 the M62 

'Ielepbone: 01706 881952 11 
RcconbI ....... for Sle:lmi l1lldc(Ails.cl & 

peclal .-..... , ~ 
WEIISITE·ldlp:/_~ 

TIe Royal Gunpowder Mills 
has been involved with 
the manufacturing of 

gunpowder at its Waltham Abbey 
site since the mid-l600s. when 
they were owned and run by the 
Hudson family. 

Some time in the 1700s the 
mills were purchased by the 

Left: All tspedally-bullt for the safe 
movement of gunpowder -trains, 
lonies and • ..a gunpowder boatl 

Below: Foden nltro-glyctrfne lorry 
ondlsplay. 

MILTON KEYNES M 
USEU 

SPECIAL EVENT DAY 
Sunday, 19tb September 

\'bdIge 'Irusport I,... 
Housed in beautiful Viclorinn 

fnnnstcad wilh 1.5 hccllltH 
of grounds. Ibis Iwge and l'OOSIDDlly 
cbangins mUSl'Um .... oomcthing for alt 
mcmbcn of the family. 
Open: Wed 10 Sun tl'lln 8aoIt 11oIs) ... i1 "", i 

<lid or Oct. 11 ... • •• 3Opm. 
AduI .. £Jj() CIlIlCO<Sioos £UO Family (2+4) a 8 

M.o-II Drilf. w .... _~ .. Ke)1IOI ~11C11 sa. 
T. l:OllJOll3l6l2l 

www.mlmllSCllllLOrJ:,uk 

(;~.;~~) Crofton Beam Engines 2004 

Enqulrlu and jurtMr In/ormafJon: 
Rea Paynter. Warden, Crofton Pumping Station, 
Crofton, Marlborougb, Wilts SNS 3DW 
TeI: 01672 870300 
www.croftonbeamenglnes.org ....,.. 

QpenDaUy; 

lO,30am-S.OOpm 
April 9 to Sept. 26 

In Steam; 
July 24-25 

August 28-29-30, 
September 25-26 

Walton family who ran them 
until their purchase by the 
Government In 1787. when the 
mills received its 'royal' suffix. 

Gunpowder Is a mixture of 
75% saltpetre. 15% charcoal 
and 10% sulphur and its first 
recorded use by English troops 
was at the Battle of Crecy In 
1346 - at that time it was hand­
mixed. By the 15005. water and 
animal-powered mills were in 
use. but the age-old problem of 
powder separation was stili 
present. The date that a simple 

The 70 ton per sq. ft. press. 44 peop/e 
lost their lives betwen 1858 and 1870 In 
tfIIs dangerous optrItlon. 

Summerlee 
Heritage Park 

HI!II I,'gf! W.IY COdlblldge 11115 laD 

Tcl'012361431261 

'Best Working Attraction' 

Award Winner 
01'''" 7 dill'S H week ••• 

10illll ·5pIII 

10 41'111 Nnv -Mi/fcll 

AI/mlss lolI Frc p. 

Aagust2tHU - WWW.oklglory.co.uk 



screw press was employed has 
been lost in the mists of time but 
tlIlngs changed dramatically witll 
the Invention of the hydraulic 
press by Joseph Bramah In 
1795. 

In 1854 the first of two 
waterwheel powered hydraulic 
presses came Into use, bringing 
about a dramatic Improvement in 
tlIe quality, quantity and 
performance of tlIe gunpowder. 

The surviving remnants of one 
of tlIe waterwheels and press 
were supplied by Wllliam 
Falrburn Bc Sons of Manchester 
and is believed to be the only one 
of Its type still surviving. 

Entry to tlIe site today is 
via one of tlIe cordite drying 
stoves and a short introductory 
fi lm gives a brief history of 
explosives. 

There are interactive displays 
to learn about tlIe manufacture 
of gunpowder, nltro-glycerlne 
and cordite in more detail and 
also an interactive display on the 
BounCing Bomb - the special 
explosives for which, were 
developed at the mills. 

A large exhibits area in the 
former machine shop for the 
Group A Mill. houses a Ruston 
181n gauge locomotive and 
Hudson railway wagons, both in 
t 8in and 2ft 5in gauge. There Is 
also a gunpowder boat. fire 
equipment display. model railway 
and a Foden nitro-glycerine 
lorry. 

Museum volunteers are busy 
building a 2ft 61n gauge industrial 
railway and some of the original 
narrow gauge trackwork still 
survives. A tractor-drlven land 
train is provided for ease of 
travelling around tlIe complex and 
tlIere is much to see of Interest. 
There is a long-term plan to 
restore tlIe water wheel and flood 
the mill pond. repair the sluice. 
gearing and even manufacture 
new pumps. Visitor support will 
see the Trust move closer towards 
those alms. 

Visitor facilities at the 
Gunpowder Mills include a cafe 
and shop . • 

• Royal Gunpowder 
Mills, Beaulieu Drive. 
Waltham Abbey. 
Essex EN9 1 N. 
(M25 Juct 6) . Tel. 
01992 707370. 
Website:­
<WWW.royalgun 
powdermllls.com> 
Open weekends and 
bank holidays until 
September 12. 
Group bookings 
available weekdays. 
throughout the year. 

RIght: A rtstored 
gunpowllerwagon 

on original track. 

CRICII 

~ 
VILLAGE 

Special Events 
August 14th & 15th 

1940s WEEKEND 
August 29th & 30th 

TRANSPORT EXTRAVAGANZA 
Crlch Madock Derbyshire DE4 5DP 

T 0870 75 TRAMS (87167) 
F 01773851316 I 

www.tramWay.co.uk 

The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft 
8etton Road. Sandtoft, Nr. Doncnter DNa 5SX -

11
011 'GATHERING 2004 Adult CI1IId 

j!j JJ '~1~J::,~.~ £6.00 £4.00 . f I ~ 1 with prayIew on Satl.rday 24 J\Ay Fnl8 ~ 

111~li nof:;::::~ -- . 
5l I i' - ~ &Sht WMMncIIS on 

~ 
• ~ 28-30 11l1li'1' 
It ~ information LIne 

011 01724 1'11381 & MIn1IerehIp AvaIIIlIe 

E·maiI enquiriesOsandtoft. .uk Webslte www.sandtoft.orQ.uk 

OP NSUN 
2-5pm. May 16 -Sept 26 

5 ECIAL EVENT 
Aua 2913O.IOam-Spm 

IIIIfdon. Nr BrtItoI 

01179536470 
www.brlatolwacer.co.uk 

I , _" 

# .~ 
_" 

Tb. surviving Wltel'WheeI and wheel 
houst with the remains of the 
gunpowder press to die left. 
PHOTOS JOHN WlLSON 

1\1 :\\ ' IH '~")(il: 
~IT :\\I \ll ' ~I ': I ),\1 
The world's largest collection of 
steam pumping engines working 

every weekend plus steam raillY1lY 
rides on Sundays. 

Museum open dally l1un • Spm 

SunmcrcdillilionJuly 16ch -Se!lIJ IIfIImt MlIIdoch. im_ if pJigIw. 
0tUx:r2lll - 3rd 

Slim! Mot/d$ Show. 

Green Ontgon Lane. Bl"CIIlford. 
MiddlCSCA. TW8 01!N. 

020 8568 47.57 www.kbsIlLOIlI 

Rural Life 
Centre 

AlI .. pecu of vi~ and nnl lifc 0( the \ut 
I ~ ,...,.. dIapIa)"alm 10 ..,.. of ,,"OOdJand" 
IDOIIIows. providilli ilIIe=t for Ill .... I0Il . 

nosWaIe joumoy bock In rime 
• Fannlnl • Ganknloa • eralla • VIIIIp I"""'" n-Ufe' <loIIdraI'II'IaJll'O'llld' 

CbaptI . I'lmIIoD • ADd MJ.Ql More ' 
ear., pi<oic .... -.... - JiabI roiIwoy S..says 

Aprll.october 10am-5pm 
Wedoaday· Sanday It BR MOll! 

Reeds RINld, Word otr KJ.ffT, FanIIIam, 
Surrey GUIO 2DL TtI. 0l2$l795571 

nnlJlr.e llneoneJ><1 www.NraHif . ...... ukl 
St1I4 SAil. for dlory of evCIIIS 

aurae IUMDA1' 1ftAM., 'IIftMI 
25Ih lULY WIIDND 

15th " 26th SEPT. 

" I "\ \. "~I 'I • I • • 

Clearvvel l '. Caves 
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