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Royal Gun

e Royal Gunpowder Mills
I has been involved with
the manufacturing of
gunpowder at its Waltham Abbey
site since the mid-1600s, when
they were owned and run by the
Hudson family.
Some time in the 1700s the
mills were purchased by the

Left: All especially-built for the safe
movement of gunpowder - trains,
lorries and...a gunpowder boat!

Below: Foden nitro-glycerine lorry
on display.

STRUMPSHAW OLD HALL

STEAM
9 MUSEUM

AND FARM MACHINERY
COLLECTION
OPEN
29ih May till 1st October

Sunday to Friday (closed Saturday)

Opening times 11am till 4pm
+ Steam Engines & Working Beam

Engines
» Mechanical Organs
« Narrow Gauge Railway
* Engines in Steam last Sunday in menth
» Working Toy Train layout for children
» Café +Gift Shop @
» Picnic in the Park » Free Parking g
* Free access to all static displays

ELLENROAD ENGINE ILTON KEYNES
HOUSE USEU
Flizabethan Way, Miinrow, Rochdale,
O anen ENGEAND OLI6 LG SPECIAL EVENT DAY
Home of the World's largest Steam Mill Engine Sunday, 19th September
.md the Whitelees Beam Engine. W lhmrt & Engim

mi! Englne House complete

plusothef SR o ~zen
ni! 1 oused in beautiful Victorian

‘ farmstead with 1.5 hectares

in steam on the first Sunday each month gmlnuls -uny.mly
from 12 noon until 4pm 1 o5 dnslarhg:amdt g for all
Car park, café, books and souvenirs | members of the family.
Siuated at Junction 21 off the M62 omw::du;g&(mnu:{mwm
= Ham -
Telephone: 01706 831952 Adulis £3.50 Concessions £2.50 Family (2+4) £8 §
Recorded message for steaming details and McCoanell Drive, Wolverton, Milios Keynes MK12 SEL
special events Tel: 01908 316222
WEBSITE - th.”wwww WWW. org.uk

%o Crofton Beam Engmes 2004

10.30am-5. 00pm
April 9to Sept 26

Coach parties, evenings and out of season
visits welcome by arrangement Enquiries and further information: July 24.25
Follow Brown Tourist signs, off A4T Do Swnder, Werilin, Crofton Eade
signs, cmmm«mwmsmsow August 28-29-30,
between Great Yarmouth and Norwich Tel: 01672 870300 September 95.96
Tel: 01603 713392 or 714535 www.croftonbeamengines.org cuere
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powder Mills

Waltham Abbey, Essex

Here's a heritage day out with a difference -
and one that’s sure to go off with a bang!

Walton family who ran them
until their purchase by the
Government in 1787, when the
mills received its ‘royal’ suffix.
Gunpowder is a mixture of
75% saltpetre, 15% charcoal
and 10% sulphur and its first
recorded use by English troops
was at the Battle of Crecy in
1346 - at that time it was hand-
mixed. By the 1500s, water and
animal-powered mills were in
use, but the age-old problem of
powder separation was still
present. The date that a simple

The 70 ton per sq. ft. press. 44

people
lost their lives betwen 1858 and 1870 in
this dangerous operation,

Summerlee
Hentage Park

ML5 100

‘Best Working Attraction’

Award Winner
i

Open 7 days a week
10am-5pm
to 4pm Nov-March

Admission Free

August 2004 - www.oldglory.co.uk



screw press was employed has
been lost in the mists of time but
things changed dramatically with
the invention of the hydraulic
press by Joseph Bramah in
1795.

In 1854 the first of two
waterwheel powered hydraulic
presses came into use, bringing
about a dramatic improvement in
the quality, quantity and
performance of the gunpowder.

The surviving remnants of one
of the waterwheels and press
were supplied by William
Fairburn & Sons of Manchester
and is believed to be the only one
of its type still surviving.

Entry to the site today is
via one of the cordite drying
stoves and a short introductory
film gives a brief history of
explosives.

There are interactive displays
to learn about the manufacture
of gunpowder, nitro-glycerine
and cordite in more detail and
also an interactive display on the
Bouncting Bomb - the special
explosives for which, were
developed at the mills.

A large exhibits area in the
former machine shop for the
Group A Mill, houses a Ruston
18in gauge locomotive and
Hudson railway wagons, both in
18in and 2ft 6in gauge. There is
also a gunpowder boat, fire
equipment display, model railway
and a Foden nitro-glycerine
lorry.

Museum volunteers are busy
building a 2ft 6in gauge industrial
railway and some of the original
narrow gauge trackwork still
survives, A tractor-driven land
train is provided for ease of
travelling around the complex and
thers is much to see of interest.
There is a long-term plan to
restore the water wheel and flood
the mill pond, repair the sluice,
gearing and even manufacture
new pumps. Visitor support will
see the Trust move closer towards
those aims.

Visitor facilities at the
Gunpowder Mills include a cafe
and shop. W

M Royal Gunpowder
Mills, Beaulieu Drive,
Waltham Abbey,
Essex EN9 1JY.
(M25 Juct 6). Tel.
01992 707370.
Website:-
<www.royalgun
powdermills.com>
Open weekends and
bank holidays until
September 12.
Group bookings
available weekdays,
throughout the year.

Right: A restored
gunpowder wagon
on original track.

VILLAGE

Special Events

August 14th & 15th
1940s WEEKEND
August 29th & 30th
TRANSPORT EXTRAVAGANZA

Crich Matiock Derbyshire DE4 5DP
T 0870 75 TRAMS (87267)
F 01773 852326

www.tramway.co.uk

The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft |
Belton Road, Sandtoft, Nr. Doncaster DN8 5SX  swmss

.GATHER'N%J? £6.00| £4.00

Real Ale bar both days

g. & Six

"’ g is on
with preview oo on Saturday 24 July
Sgg P 1:00am: -10.00pm)
Trol
E 8 on 1416 Aug
$ 28-30 August (11am-5pm)
g"’ 3 Information Line
01724 711391

& Membership Avallable

E~ma19nqiriesﬁsandtonorgg Website www.sandtoft.org.uk

Sanditoft Transport Centre Limited is a Registered Charily
:fnmmnmmdm

members and established to

www.oldglory.co.uk - August 2004

{no. 5143&3nnbymum
's Transport Heritage

BEAM ENGINE
100 YEARS OLD

BIRMINGHAM PALS

WORKING HORSES WEEKEND

LIVING HISTORY WEEKEND
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house with the remains of the
gunpowder press to the left,
PHOTOS JOHN WILSON

KEW BRIDGE
STEAM MUSEUM
The world's largest collection of
steam pumping engines working
every weekend plus steam railway
rides on Sundays.
Museum open daily 11am - 5pm

Summer exhibition July 16th - Sept 26th
William Miardoch, inventor of gaslight,
October 2nd - 3nd
Steam Models Show.

Green Dragon Lane, Brentford,

Middlesex, TW8 OEN.
020 8568 4757 www.kbsm.org

m— Rural Life
Centre

All aspects of village mdnnlhfeotmehl

lSDyeuxdhph)vdm 10 acres of woodland

m-bw:.pmndmghawfoullunndn
nostalgic journey back in time

Reeds Road, Tilford off A287, F:
Surrey GU10 2DL Tel. 01252 795571

rural life@lincone.net  www.rural-life.org.uk
Send S.A.E. for diary of events é
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