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Arthur Percival Esq
22 Stome Street
Pavershan g 3138
Kent 7 June 1979

As promised earlier I am sending copies of the
correspondence with Mrs M H Elson concerning her
search for Kent and Essex Knowlers.

M MolAREN
Head of Librery Services

ENCS
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Mrs M H Elson
17 Gainsborough Court )
College Road ENQ 3158

gucll;;io:h 7 June 1979

sE21 711

Dear Mrs Elson

After having had some further searches made for Waltham Abbey Knowlers I am now
able to provide more details which may be of interest to you.

Several references to Knowlers appear in "Centenary Memorial of the Royal
Gunpowder Factory" written in 1887 by a local historiem, W Winters, who drew
extensively on the Faotory records which are now accessible through the Public
Record Office, Ruskin Avenue, Kew, in their "Supply 5" series of records. 1
enclose a sheet giving details of Winter's notes.

Known details from the FRO papers are:

Supply 5/693
11.9.1875 J Knowler, concerning the use of ink in time books

17.1.1876 .
23. 3, 18;73 J 'xnowlor. Master Refiner of gqlipetre

Supply 5/696
1882-1886 J Knowler Master Refiner

30.9.188, Bdward Knowler less then 3 years' service (Jjoined Gunpowder
, Dept 11.6.188})

21.6.1890 J T Knowler - signeture on notice concerning late Superintendent':
funeral arrangements
iry 12
June 1901 B Knowler - Deanger Building Visitor £2.17.64

In your letter you did not state which other sources of geneological information
you had consulted previously but if you have not done so alreedy a search of the
Census Returns for Waltham Abbey for the years 1841, 1851, 1861 and 1871 will
give you details of the Knowlers addresses, ages, relations, employment and place
of birth. The Census Returns are available for study at the Public Record Office,

Portugel Street, ‘Lincolns Inn Fields, London, WC2.

/Othor...



Other local sources of information include:

(i) the parish registers of which the originals are in the Church here but
microfilm copies are at the Essex Record Office, County Hall, Chelmsford.

(11)’ Kelly's Directories for Essex which appeared every two or three years from
about 1870 to about 1935 - available at the Essex Record Office.

(iii) Local rate books, etc - also available at the Essex Record Office.

Dr Bascombe of the Waltham Abbey Historical Society has given references from two
of KellysDireotories for Essex:

1890

Private residents:
Knowler, John Thomas -~ High Bridge Street

Royal Gunpowder Factory:
J Knowler, Master Refiner

Trades:
Knowler, J - Little Bentley, Colchester - Farmer

1929

Private residents:
Knowler, Arthur and Thomas - 75 High Bridge Street

Commercial:
Knowler Brothers, Motor Haulage contractors - High Bridge Street

FParmers:
Knowler, Alfred - Glebe Farm, Little Bentley, Colchester

Of course there is also the General Register Office for births, marriages and deaths
from 1837 onwards, now transferred from its old site at Somerset House to

St Catherine's House, 10 Kingsway, London, WC2, although the records here are far
more easily searched starting with imown persons and going back in time than trying
to work forwards in time.

I do not think that there is much more that we cen offer from here but I hope that
we have given you sufficient details to lead you to success elsewhere,

Yours sincerely

M MOLAREN
Head of Library Services



W Winter
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Centenary Memorial of the Royal Gunpowder Factory
Waltham Abbey, 1887.

References to Knowlers

Samuel Knowler engaged at Faversham in 1787 and Waltham Abbey in 1789. p p 152
1787 Henry Knowler listed as employed. ) p 152
S Knowler, lab, Favershem 1 Nov 1787 end Waltham Abbey 7 Feb 1789. p 51
29 July 1793 Hen Knowler - chequered 1 day pay for going across p 39
Hoppit contrary to orders.
7 May 179 Saml & Hy Knowler - volunteered for Volunteer Company. p 41
26 Oct 1801 Henry & Sam Knowler - willing to go to Faversham rather p 60
than run the risk of discharge.
3 June 1811 Semuel Knowler - saltpetre refiner, apprentice to Master P 9%
Refiner; salary £33.16s.
1813 Sem Knowler - Assistent Master Saltpetre Refiner. p 75
1814 Sem Knowler = " " " " 6s 4d. p 80
12 June 1818 Semuel Knowler - completed his apprenticeship, entered p 84
as refiner.
1822 Sem Knowler - in list of persons to form an Establishment p 89=
1826 Sam Knowler - estimation of pensions, £22 17s 4d. p 95
14 Oct 1828 Sem Knowler - paid 16s for travelling from Waltham Abbey P 99
to Woolwich for the purpose of instruetion
on a new gun (Epreuvette) 48 miles 44 per mile.
2 Jan 1846 John Knowler - Master Refiner of Saltpetre, p 131
31 Dec 1850 John Knowler - be released from apprenticeship and placed p 110
on the Establishment.
1855 S Knowler - Master Saltpetre Refiner;
J Knowler - Assistant Master
T Knowler - Working Foreman
All worked in the Saltpetre Refining Department. p 112
May 1886 John Knowler - Trustee of the Prov ident Society. P 129
1887 Thomas Knowler - Secretary and Librarian. p 125
1887 J Knowler - mentioned as ocoupying a small room near P 143

mm.
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REFERENCES TO THE KNOWLER'S IN WINTER HISTORY.

1st reference on page 39

&

29 July 1793 Hen Knowler - chequered 1 day pay fowr-geing across Hoppit oontary to
orders,

7 May 1794 Saml & Hy Knowler - volunteered for Volunteer Co. P 41

%W) S Knowler - lab,Faversham 1 Nov 1787 and here 7 Feb 1789. p 51
ST

26 Oct 1801 Henry & Sam Knowler - willing to go to Favergham rather than run the
risk of discherge, p 60

2 ¢ @

4

master
1813 Sem Knewler - assistent/saltpetre refiner. p 75

1814 Sem Knowler - " noow " 6s 4d. p 80

1822 Sam Knowler - in list of persons to form an Establishment. p 89-90

&
@ 12 June 1818 samuel Knowler - completed his apprenticeship, ente:czdas refiner. p 84

@ 3 June 1811 Samuel Knowler - saltpetre refiner, apprentice to master refiner,
salary £33.16s. p 9

@ 1826 Sam Knowler - estimation of pensions - £22 17s 4d. p 95

@) 14 Oct 1828 Sam Knowler - paid 16s for travelling from Waltham Abbey to Woolwich
for the purpose of instruction on a new gun (Bpreuvette)
48 miles 44 per mile,

| &~ 31 Dec 1850 John Knowler - be released from apprenticeship and placed on the establls}%nt

p 110

® 1855 S Knowler - master saltpetre refimer; J Knowler - asst-master
T Knowler - working formmen
All worked in the Saltpetre Refining Department. p 112

18‘7 Thomas Knowler - secretary and librarian, p 125
Moy 1886 John Knowler - Trustee of the Provident Soc. p 129 '
X 2 Jan 1846 John Knowler - master refiner of saltpetre. p 131
| pto
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( Q' p 143 J Knowler mentioned as/Xiwkmg in a small room near refinery,

I 1787/ Samuel Knowler engaged.at Faversham in 1787 and Waltham Abbey in 1789; rs
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Mrs M ¥ Elson

17 Gainsborough Court

College Road ENQ 3158
Dulwieh

London 1 May 1979
SE21 7LT

Dear Mrs Elson

Thenk you for your interesting letter of 23 Lpril whioh was awaiting my return
from leave today. .

We have a copy of the 1895 Strand Magazine and are familiar with the bowler-
hatted figure of Mr Knowler, the falBer of the factory, in the Saltpetre
refinery, but unfortunately we do not have any immediately aveilable record
of his full name or address which would be helpful to you in trasing the
f.lily tree.

However, 1 have made several enquiries locally and I hope that the findings will
help you fit some of the pieges of the jigsaw together.

1 A former employee, now aged 83 who was here g4 the Royal Gunpowder Factory
in the early 1920s remembers two Knowlers in the Pactory. One was a Danger
Buildings Visitor concerned with the safety of the hazardous progesses and the
other worked in the Cordite Section. He does not remember their Christisn names
but recalls that the one from the Cordite Section lived in Eastbrook Streety
Waltham Abbey.

2 A present - employee who was here in the days of the RGPF remembers a
Walter Knowler being here for many years and although he has since died Walter
would have been at retirement age in the 1940s. Walter Knowler lived in
Bastbrook Road /No 392/.

3 Until a few years ago a fanily of Knowlers owned the Hazlemere Garage in
Highbridge Street, Waltham Abbey. The father, Peter, who died two or three
years ago, used to own the Green Man Public House with o small engineering
business at the back. None of the recent members of this family worked at the
Royal Gunpowder Faotory.

4 A st of men employed in January 1788 at the Royal Powder Mills, Favershanm,
to gain experience of gunpowder manufacture before employment at Waltham Abbey
includes a Samuel Knowler. A copy of this list taken from Public Record Office
Document No Supply 5/113 p 276 is enolosed but as you will see it is not clear

whother these were y.ithau Abbey men who were sent to Pavershem to gain experience
or Faversheam men being sent to Weltham Abbey.

? 978'§h‘ follewing is the list of the Knowlers in the local telephone directory
1 :

/Knowler, A J



Knowler, A J
16 Cowland Avenue, Enfield

Tel: 01-804 2382

KnOVl.r, C j
Willow Cottage, Galley Hill, waltham Abbey

Tel: Nasing 3246

Knowler, # R .
12 Wyburn Avenue, Barnet

Tel: 01=449 7010

Knowler, J A
84, Cherrydomn Avenue, London Bl

Tel: 01-524 3046

Knowler, R
15 Briar Close, London N13

Tel: 01-807 5717

Knowler, R J
59 Lordship Road, Cheshunt

Te}: wWalthem Cross 25655

I hope that these details will be of use to you. There are still one or two
evenues to be explored and if anything comes from these I shall write to you
again.

Wishing you success in your venture.

Yours sincerely

M MoLAREN
Head of Library Services

ENC
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