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IIrI • H Blloc 
17 ~a1nlborough Court 
Coll ge Road ENQ 31SS 
Dulw10h 
London 7 June 1979 

5121 7IJr 

Dear Mrs Elson 

Atter baring had a further earobel made tor altbam Abbey Ino.lera I am now 
able to pronde more detaUl whioh mtq be at intere t to Yal. 

Sev ral ret renoel to bowlerl appear in "Centenary Memorial at the Royal 
~unp01lder laotory" written in 1887 by a looal hiatorian, Wint ra, who drew 
extena1v~ on the raotory reoorda which are ADW aooel8ible tbroup the Publio 
Reoord Office, Ruald.n Avenue, I.ew, in their "supply 5" aeries at oonia. 1 
enoloa a ahe t giv1ng deW18 at " inter' a notes. 

1D0_ c1etaUs trOll the PRO paper a are: 

SUPRly 5/695 

11.9.1875 J Inowler, oonoerning the uae ot ink in tim books 

17.1.1876) J ~-owler uaa·er R~iner -~ 26.3.1877) AM ,. ~ ~ ~ Salt petre 

supply 5/696 

1882-1186 J bowler Master R iller 

30.9.1884. Bclward bowler leaa than ,year8' 8ervice (Join d Gunpowder 
Dept 11.6.188.3) 

21.6.1890 J T bowler - s1gJl8.ture on notioe oonoem.in8 late Superintendent' I 
t\meral arrang ents 

SllRl?l,y 5f712 

June 1·901 B 1D0wler - Dang r Building Visitor £2.17.6d 

In y~ letter you did not state Whioh other sourcea of geneologioal information 
lQ1 laad oonsulted prenoulq but it lOU bave not clone ao alre~ a aearoh at the 
CenlUs Iletums tor Waltham Abbey tor the years 184.1, 1851, 1861 and 1871 will 
atve yeN. details ot the bowler addresse, I, relatione, employment and place 
at b1rtb. T~ C 8\l~ ReturDs are aVailable tor atud3 at the Publio Reoord Office, 
Portu eJ. s treet," co Inn Pields, London, WC2. 

10ther ••• 



Other looal souroes of iDtomatiOD inolude: 

(i) the pariah resisters of whioh the originals are in the ChLlrch here but 
miorofilm oopies are :t the E.sex Record Offioe, County Hall, Chelmatord. 

(11) K~" Directorie. tor Es.ex which appeared every two or thre years from 
about 1870 to about 1935 - ~a1lable at the B.sex Record Office. 

(111) Local rate booka, tc .. alao available at the Bsaex Record Office. 

Dr Basoombe of the althall Abbey B1.torioal Society baa &ivan reterenoel from two 
at It lli'Direotoriea for Bsaex: 

Privat residents: 
Inowler, John Thomu - H1sh Bridge street 

Royal GWlpowder Factory: 
J Inowler, Kuter Refiner 

Trades: 
Knowler, J .. Little Bentley, Colohester - Farmer 

1929 

Private residenta: 
ltnowler, Arthur and Thanu .. 75 High Bridge street 

Commeroial: 
Knowler Broth rat .otor Baulage oontractors - High Bridge street 

,armers: 
Kno"lv, Alfred - Glebe rarm, Little Bentley, Colcheater 

or oour.e th re is alao the General Regiater Of'tioe for births, marriages and deaths 
trom 1837 onward, now transferred from its old site at Someraet House to 
at Catherine' a Houae, 10 Kina • ...,., London, WC2, although the records here are tar 
aore eui~ .earch d atarting with kno_ per.on. and going back in time then trying 
to work forwards in time. 

I do Aot think that there 11 uob more that we oan atrer trom here but I hope that 
we bave given you .utticient detaU. to lead yw to succea. elae.ere. 

Yours ainoerel¥ 

• IlclARm 
Head ot Library Servio • 



VI Winter 
centenary II orial ot the Royal Gunpowd I' Factory- , 
Waltham Abbey, 1887. 

Referenoe. to Knowlers 

.samuel Inowler engaged at Faveraham in 1787 and waltham Abbey in 1789. P 

178'1 Henry bowler listed as employed. 

S bowler, lab, Faverahem 1 Nov 1787 and Waltham Abbey 7 Feb 1789. 

29 July 1793 Hen bowler - chequered 1 dq P83 tor going across 

7 M83 1794. 
26 Oct 1801 

.3 June 1811 

1813 

1814. 
12 June 1818 

Boppit oontrar.y to ordera. 

Saml cia By Knowler - volunteered for Volunteer Company. 

Henry & Sam bowler - willing to go to laversham rather 
than run the riak of discharge. 

Samuel Knowler - saltpetre refiner, apprentice to Muter 
Refiner; salary £33.16s. 

S bowler - Aa.1.tant Muter Saltpetre Retiner. 

Sam bowler - n " 11 ft 6s 44. 

samuel bowler - oompleted hia apprenticeship, utered 
as refiner. 

Sam Knowler - in l1st of peraona to torm an Establ1ah11lut 

P 152 

P 152 
p 51 
p 39 

P 4,1 

p 60 

p 94-

p 75 
p 80 

p 84-

p 89-~ 1822 

1826 Sam Knowler .. estimation at peDaions, £22 17s 4d. p 9.5 
14. Oct 1828 

2 Jan 1846 
31 Dec 18;0 

18.5.5 

M83 1886 
1887 

1887 

Sam Rilowler - paid 16a tor tr vel.l.1ng from Waltham Abbey p 99 
to Woolwich for the purpose of inatructicm 
on a new gun (Epreuyette) 4B milea 4d per mile. 

John bowler - Kuter Retiner of Saltpetre. p 131 

John Knowler - b releaaed. from apprentioeahip and plaoed p 110 
on the iatabUament. 

S KIlowlel' - Master Saltpetre letiner; 
J Knowler - Aaa1atant Master 
T Inowlel' - world.ng Foreman 
All worked in the saltpetre Ref1u1ng Department. 

Jolm bowler • Truste ot the Prov' ident So01ev. 

Thomaa Knowler - Seoretary and Librarian. 

J bowler - mentioned as ocoupy1J:as a amall roo n ar 
retill r:t. 

P 112 

p129 

p 125 

p 14.3 
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REFERENCES TO THE KNOWLER'S IN WINTER HISTORY. 

1st reference on page 39 

29 July 1793 Hen Knowler - chequered 1 day pay f0p..g~:ing aoross Hoppi t c{)n{ary to 
.{ 

orders. 

7 May 1794 Saml & Hy Knowler - volunteered for Volunteer Co. p 41 

(};) 24 June WP , S Knowler - lab., Faversham 1 Nov 1787 and here 7 Feb 1789. p 51 

<:> \t'-...: r- 7 

@ 26 Oct 1801 Henry & Sam Knowler - willing to go to FaversIJam rather than run the 
risk of discharge. P 60 

master 
1813 Sam Knmwler - assistant/saltpetre refiner. p 75 

1814 Sam Knowler - " II " It 6s 4d. p 80 

J 
12 June 1818 Samuel Knowler - completed his apprenticeship, ente~ as refiner. p 84 

1822 Sam Kn owler - in list of persons to form an Establishment. p 89-90 

3 June 1811 Samuel Knowler - saltpetre refiner, apprentice to master refiner, 
salary £33.16s. p 94 

1826 Sam Knowler - estimation of pensions - £22 17s 4d. p 95 

14 Oct 1828 Sam Knowler - paid 16s for travel ling from Waltham Abbey to Woolwich 
for the purpose of instruction on a new gun (Bpreuvette) 
48 miles 4d per mile. 

31 Dec 1850 John Knowler - be released from apprenticeship and placed on the establis~.t 
p 110 

1855 S Knowler - master saltpetre refiBer; J Knowler - asst-master 
T Knowler - working foramen 
All worked in the Saltpetre Refining Department. p 112 

18\7 Thomas Knowler - secretary and librarian. p 125 

May 1886 John Knowler - Trustee o~ the Provident Soc. p 129 

2 Jan 1846 John Knowler - master refiner of saltpetre. p 131 

pto 



~\. . 
~ \ <{, occupying 
~ p 143 J Knowler mentioned as/~ in a small room near refinery. 

([) ~7 samuel Knowler engaged at Faversham ;i.n 1787 and WaJ. tham Abbey i1l \!!!fJ !lenry Knowler ~~}~ N ~ ( '1"" .z..) 
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" 
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Mr .... ICl.on 
17 Gain.borough CeQ" 
CoUege Road 
Dulwioh 
~don 
Si21 7LT 
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ENQ 3158 

1 1(81 1979 

Thank you for your iDteresti.n, letter of 23 A.pril whioh W6a :waiting rAY return 
trom 1 ave todAV • I.' ~ I~ .... ~ Q v 

We have a oopy of the 1895 strand I(agazipe and are t8Jld11ar with the bowler
ha.tted. fig\lre of I(r lIlo.ler, the t~ ot the faotory, ill the Saltpetre 
refinery, but Wlf'ortwlately we 40 not have 81lY 1Duaediately avail ble reoo1"4 
of his full name or address which would be helpful to you 111 traoing the 
tam1ly tr e. 

B01Jever, I have made s veral. enquiries 100&117 8Ild I hope that the tinclingl will 
help .100. tit eo.e ot the pieces of the jig.aw together. 

1 A tOl'lller e ployee, DOW aged 8.3 who was here at. tha Royal Gunpowd r Futory 
in th early 19201 rem bers two lnowlera 1n the Paotory. One wu .. Danger 
Bu1lc11ags Visitor oonoerned with the satat! or the huardous prooesses and the 
other worked ill the Cordite seotion. Ue doel not rem bel" their Christian names 
but r oalla that the OIle trom the Cordite S etien Uved in Bastbrook Street; 
waltham Abbey. 

2 A present employee who wu here 1A tb days or the BGPJ remembers a 
Walter Knowler being bere tor manyyeara and although he haa sinoe died Walter 
would have been t retirement aae in the 194Os. Walter Knowler 11v d in 
Eutbrook Road /10 '9i/ . 
.3 Until .. f w y ara ago .. tamily of bowlera owned th Hazlemere Garage in 
Highbr1dge street, waltham Abb y.. The father, Pet r, who died two 01" three 
year. ago, u8ed to 0_ the (JreeD Man Publio House with a mall engineering 
buaiD 88 at th baok. None ot the r cent embera or this t 11.1 work d at the 
Jloyal Gunpowder Factory. 

4 u.t of .en employed 1n Jarmtu"y 1788 at the Royal Powder Milla, 'av rahu, 
to gida xp rianoa of gunpowder maaut oture before ployment at waltham Abbey 
inoludes .. Samuel lnowler. A OOPY of this list taken trom Publio Reoord Office 
Doouaent 0 SUPfl.Y .5/113 p 276 1. enolosed 'but u you will aee it i8 not olear 
whether th •••• eN wd~Sm Abbey meh.-o ere sent to Fa" rshem to gain experi oa 
or Fa.y rsham men heing sent to We.l tham Abbey. 

5 The toll_wins ia the list or the Knowlel'a in the local telephon 411" otory 
(1978) : 

/KDo.~el'. A J 



Knowler, A J 
16 Cowland A.yenue, EDtield 

Tel: 01-804. 2382 

¥nowlel', C J 
Willow Cottase, Q.alley HiU, Waltham Abbey 

(L 

Tel: Huing 3246 

bowler, • R . 
12 Wybum Avenue, Barnet 

Tell 01-44-9 7010 

Knowler, J A 
84 Cherr,ydown Avenu , London E4 

Tel: 01-52Jt. 3046 

bowler, R 
15 Briar Close, London Hi} 

T 1: 01-807 5717 

bowler, R J 
59 Lordship Road, Cheahunt 

Tel: waltham Cross 25655 

I hope that th ae • tails will b of us to you. There are still one or two 
avenues to be explored and it anything comes fro these I shall write to you 
again. 

Wishing you suoc sa in your venture. 

Yours sincerely 

II MolAREN 
Bead ot Library services 

ENC 
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