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HISTORY OF GUNPOWDER LEGISLATION IN THE UNITED KI NGDOM 

1641 Charles I. First Act of Parliament dealing with Gunpowder. 
This established the princiPle~of free trade in gunpowder, 
entitled "Act for the free brin'ng in of gunpowder and 

I 
saltpetre from Forraign Parts and for the free making of 
gunpowder in this Realme". 

Preamble. "Whereas the importation from forraine ports hath 
of late times beene against Law prohibited and the making 
thereof within this Realme ingrossed whereby the price of 
gunpowder has been excessively raised many powder-makers 
decayed this Kingdom very much weakened and indangered the 
Merchants there of much damnified many Mariners, and others 
taken Prisoner and taken into miserable Captivity and Slavery 
many ships taken by Turkish and other Pirates and many other 
inconveniences have thence ensued and more are likely to ensue 
if they be not timely prevented." 

This Act repealed various monopolies, licences and proclamations 
made under James I and provided for complete free trade in gun
powder with no conditions or licences for manufacture, 
conveyance or storage. 

1642 The Long Parliament ordered that gunpowder should not be exported 
or conveyed without warrant from the Committee of Citizens. This 
Committee was also authorised to inquire, search and examine 
places where gunpowder may be kept and to seize whatever gunpowder 
may be found for the use of Parliament. 

1672 Restoration of Charles II. General free trade Act passed made it 
unlawful for anyone to restrict conveyance or export of gunpowder 
but the King reserved for himself the right of prohibiting traffic 
in arms and gunpowder. 

1685 An Act passed prohibiting the importation of gunpowder without 
licence from the King. 

"Whereas to great prejudice of this Kingdom and the Discouragement 
and Impoverishment of Gunsmiths and other Articifers great 
quantities of Arms and Ammunition, have of late years been 
Impounded to the endangering of the peace and quiet of the Kingdome". 

1698 William III. An Act prohibiting the throwing and firing of "Squibbes, 
Serpents and other Fireworks in a thoroughfare or public place". 

(Not until George II were there any serious attempts made to legis
late on gunpowder for reasons of safety of the public. All 
previous Acts were made for reasons of State (traffic, etc)). 
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1719 George I 

"Act for Preventing the Mischiefs which may happen by keeping 
too great Quantities of Gunpowder in or hear the Cities of 
London and Westminster, or the Suburbs thereof". 

Preamble: "Whereas great quantities of Gunpowder are frequently 
lodged or Kept in Warehouses and other Places in and about the 
Cities of London and Westminster, and the suburbs thereof, to 
the apparent Danger, if not utter Ruin and Destruction of 
several Publick Offices, and of the lives and fortunes of many 
Thousands of his Majesties subjects:" 

(a) No person shall keep more than 600 lbs gunpowder in any 
place in London or Westminster or suburbs or within 3 miles of 
the Tower of London, or 3 miles of St James Palace or within 
2 miles of Royal Magazines. 

(b) Two' or more J. P. s can summon or question anyone thought to 
be breaking the law or who had been informed by two or more 
creditable witnesses. The Act gave J.P.s power to search and 
power to find. 

(c) Limits the maximum carriage to 2,000 lbs and lays down 
conditions of carriage and covered barrels close-joined and 
hooped, canvass or leather bags to prevent spillage. 

(d) There was a Crown Exemption. 

(e) J.P.s could compulsorily purchase land outside London for 
establishing magazines. 

1725 George I. This was an Act amended to prevent people "getting 
around it" and to lessen quantities kept. 

Preamble. "Since making of the said Act many Dealers in Gun
powder, and others, divided their Houses and Warehouses into 
several small partitions for Apartments and there keep great 
Quantities of Gunpowder, whereby and by others Evil and 
Indirect Means and Practices the good Designs of the said Act 
are notoriously eluded and evaded to the apparent Danger of 
several Publick Offices, and the Lives and Fortunes of many 
Thousands of Your Majesties Subjects". 

(a) Not more than 200 lbs gunpowder in anyone place, under one 
roof or in yards connected to that place. 

(b) J.P.s can issue search warrants if two or more householders 
so demand. The penalties included fines and prison sentences. 

(c) The use of iron hammers or hammers shod with iron or steel 
were prohibited. 
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1732 George II. 
gunpowder. 

An Act for Regulation of Ships in Thames carrying 
No gunpowder was allowed above Blackwall. 

1732 An Act in Parliament of Ireland against the throwing of fireworks. 

1742 Smaller Act passed on keeping and carriage of explosives in London 
and Westminster. 

1749 A similar Act on keeping and carriage of explosives elsewhere than 
at London and Westminster. 

1770 George III. This was a much larger Act designed to control the 
keeping and carriage of gunpowder. 

(We have a copy of this Act in full). 

1772 It was recognised that the 1770 Act was at fault and did not cover 
manufacture. A new, larger Act was made with 31 provisions. 

(We have a copy of this Act in full). 

1860 23 and 24 Victoria C.139. This was an Act to amend the law 
concerning the making, keeping and carriage of Gunpowder and 
Compositions of a dangerous nature and concerning the manufacture, 
use and sale of Fireworks. 

I. Repeals. 9 and 10 William III C.7 
5 George II C.12(I) 

12 George III C.61 

(Each of these three appeals dealt with the throwing of fire
works in the street). 

II. Manufacture limited to existing Mills or in licensed places. 
Stipulate quantities to be manufactured in one mill, mill to be 
properly constructed, each mill to be at a safe distance from any 
other. 

Magazines were to be at certain distances from mills, well-built 
of brick or stone. 

Each magazine to be licensed by Justice of the Peace. 

Lightning conductors to be present. 
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III. Secretary of State can override safety distances if there 
is a good reason. 

IV. Penalties. 

V. Charcoal Storage. 

VI. Manufacture of percussion. caps, manufacture and keeping of 
ammunition, Fireworks, fulminate of mercury or any composition 
of an explosive nature. Safety distances and weights of these 
materials were controlled; licences were required. 

VII. Penalties. 

VIII. It was unlawful to sell fireworks without a licence. No 
sale of fireworks to persons under the age of 16. £5 fine. 

IX. A fine of £5 was imposed for throwing fireworks in a public 
place. 

X. Justices of the Peace licence mills and magazines. 

XI. Justices of the Peace licence places making percussion 
caps etc. 

XII. Notice of intention to apply for licence. 

XIII. Grant of licence may be conditional. 

XIV. Secretary of State may grant a licence is the Justice of 
the Peace refuses. 

XV. Owners may make rules for preventing accidents. 

XVI. Penalty. 

XVII. Secretary of State may appoint an Inspector. May enter, 
inspect and examine at any reasonable time. 
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XVIII. A dealer may not keep more than 200 Ibs of gunpowder, 
non-dealers may not keep more than 50 Ibs of gunpowder in any 
house, mill, shop etc (as in 1771 Act). 

XIX. 300 Ibs may be kept for exclusive use of a mine, quarry, 
colliery, in a magazine or warehouse 200 yards from a house 
but not more than 200 yards from a mine, etc. 

4,000 Ibs may be kept in a magazine substantially constructed 
within 200 yards of the mine and not kept within 200 yards of 
a house provided he has licence from the Secretary of State. 

XX. - XXIV. Conveyance of more than 100 Ibs. 

xxx. Crown exemption. 

1866 29 - 30 Victoria C.69. 

Carriage and deposit of dangerous goods. 

1. Nitro-glycerin specially dangerous. 

2. Other goods may be deemed dangerous. 

3. Goods must be marked. 

Notice given to carrier. 

8. 25 and 26 Victoria c.66 (Keeping of Petroleum) applied to 
Nitro-glycerin. 

1862 Sections 25 and 26 of 1860 Act apply to percussion caps etc. 

1869 Nitro-glycerin Act 1869. No Nitro-glycerin may be manufactured, 
sold, carried or possessed without a licence from the Secretary 
of State. 
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1242 Roger Bacon gave an anagrammatic description of gunpowder in 
his work "De Secretis". This anagram was not solved until 
this century. 

The relevant passage is translated from latin as: 

"Let the total_weight (of the ingredie!!.ts) be 3cfi. However 
of saltpetre LLURO VOPO VIR CAN UTRIET/ of sulphur; and with 
such a mixture you will produce a thundering noise and bright 
flash if you know the trick. You may find by actual experiment 
whether I am writing riddles to you or the plain truth." 

The latin anagram above has been interpreted to mean: 

" ••• but take 7 parts, 5 of young hazelwood and 5 ... " 
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, .... 

Presont " 

." ~ '. : .' , ';'. 

,'.',1 THE KINGS MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY ' . . " 

., ' 
LORD PRESIDENT ' 
LORD PRIVY SEAL 
DUKE OF QUEE::NSBERRY 
DUKE OF Ar~CASTAR 
MARQUESS OF GRANBY 
LORD HEWARD 
EARL OF DE~JI3IGH 

, ' 

EARL OF HILLS130ROUGH 
VISCOUNT WEYI'vl0UTH 
VISCOUNT FALMOUTH 
VISCOUNT CLARE 
LORD SANDYS 
GENERAL CONWAY 
SIR G IL I3ERT ELLIOT 
HANS STANLEY, ES Q. 
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EARL OF LITCHFIELD 
EARL OF ROCHf'ORD 
EARL OF MARCH MONT 

SIR EDWARD HAl/IKE 
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/ WHER~,J\S tho Mnyol' Aldormen Burgossos nnd Iwin c ipnl8 
Inhnbit,;"ts of the Town of POl't s mouth in tho County of 
Southnmpton havo by p o tition to His Mnj es ty humbly ppa y o el 
that His MnJ es ty will be pl e a se d to c:ivo directior.8 that tho 
pl'in c ipal Mn l~nzine f o r tho I'oco ption of Gunpowd e r, s itu"ted 
at tho west e nd of tho s"id Town, fncing tho Hi-:,! h St .'ce t, n1ny 
bo r e movod to s u c h a Di s tanc o as Hi s M.,je s ty in Hi s g l'e n t 
w i s dom sha ll think pl'op e r. Hi s Mnj es ty hnvin(~ t ako n tho 
Sll lnO into co n s idcrn tio'1 toL!othor \I\Iith Two I~o port s of tho 
B onrd of Ol'd n "nco thcl'ouJ)on (datod tho 27 t h o f July and th o 
17th of No ve mbel' 17GB) i s plea se d, With til o I\dvi co of Hi s 
Pr·ivy Council, to Ord e r, a s it i s hel' o by ol'dol'ed that 0110 of th o 
SI-nnll Mng rtzinc s with n Coopcpat~O a nd eth e l" I'I CCeSs~H'Y, 

Convenienc c s p"oposod to bo o l' cc ted a t P " id dy's Ha.'d , b o 
p"o coeded up o n th e next Y c ar, a nd that t h o S LlIll of £LjOOO, bo 
inscrt e d in tho c s timato to b o IJI'cp"red by tho 80nl'd of 
Ordn anco fop Pupl ia rncnl to\.v:tl'd s capJ1ying t h o sn, nl U int o 
Exccutionj a nd th o 1\1astcl" Gcncf'u J of tho Opcinanco i ~:; to r-! iv c 

. t he noc e ssn ry dit'cc tion s hop~in acco"din~! ly Hi s rJ1.'ljo sty 
doth hel'o by furthor Ord e !' that tho proposed for or'octing th o 
tvvo othnr MnGt1zinos be po s tnon c d unt.il n conv e ni e nt 
s i l untion i s ngpccd upon by th o Lord n COlnn1i s s i o n e ,, ~ of tho 
Admir" lty a nd the l'oul'd of Ol'dn n nc c; a nd thnt wh e n s ll c h 
situation s hllil havo bo o n so aGrecd upon thnt tho Mns ter 
Gonoral of tho Ordnanco do cau s o Estimllt e'O of th e E)(penco 
to be Inid b o foro Hi" Majo s ty at this 130al'd for fUl'th er 
Diroc tion s thoro upon. 

':J 
Gentn: ; '\, 

, \ 

,i 

, '\ 

, Offlco of Ordnanco, 

25th Novembor. 1768 

M,'. Carloton " havlng slgnifiod by Letter of Y es tord,;y 
t hat ho hnd obtained Jud ge mont in the E)(chequor agains t ' 
David Gray by which tho Promi sos at Priddy's Hard ncar 

Port s mouth may bo takon possossion of 

And His Mnjosty having by his Ord e r in Council of the 
23rd Instant beon pl eas o d to ordol' ono,of tho Small Ma~azines 
which Was propo so d to bo erectod at Boatswain's Hill Copiee 
with a Cooporat~e und othor nocossa ry conveniencos to bo 
built at Pl'iddy's Ha,'d and to b e po s tpon o d until a conveniont 
situnt lon I ... 11L!.'r, u, 1 'II'.'" II Y t IIU I Ill"~Q '~t" "I"iqQi tl" ('II'a of tho 
Adlnlrnlty und lI.u .",'II1t.;lp.d u"lI..a~t' ... \Ir ,.,u ,',,,',, .... ,"-,10 

. I ntn con,n1nndod to s jl~"lty tho Ooard' g ple:lsul'o that 
' you immodiatoly tako possess ion of the premi sos at Priddy's 
Hard us tho sa mo ""ill b o wantod for erocting tho said 
Magazino with a Cooporago nnd' other Convonionces 

'. 

am 
Gentn. 

Your most humble Sorvnnt 

(Sgd.) JOHN [lOOOINGTON 

R ospo otlvo (Hfloers ,,'t Portsmouth 
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suo'o'('st nothinQ' 11111)l'nctic(\'blc, noth ing 'which would bc incol1 sistent with thc c!l-lTvin O' 

tl- '" '-
" " 

on 'Of the tr8.de in the placcs now lawfully cxistillg, finally, nothing 'whi ch is not 

reeommcnded by consi.c1er(\,tions of tradc aclYanta.ge, on t he onc hand, or of public saJety, 

on tho other .0 
"\Vi th t.h cse 8xioms felll y in vicw I have no hesitation in recorcling' my decic1ed 

ol)inion t hat the pl'esCl)t GlmpowdeL' Ads arc not only quite in<~c.l cql.1ate for the 

p~l'pose for 'which they were int rodueccl, but that in many respects they (\,1'0 (\,bsolutely 

Imrtfnl , am1 ,roulcl if enforccd be wllOlly destructive of somc bmncl1Cs of the trade. 

It will, I th ink, be seen as I pJ'occcd tLwt these Acts nevor wcre su£nciont 01' s(\,tis

factory for t.hei r purpose ; they appea.r to hare l)ecn lmniedly clmwn, without 8.. full 

n,pprceiation of tJlQ reqnircmcmts of the tra(k 8..ncl 'without clue rcgm'd to the s8..fety of 

j he }In bEc ; and to their ol'igina.l deficiencies must now be added th e importan t pl'Hcti.cal 

objeetion that the trade in explosives having sincc the Acts ,verc passcd expanded into 

m~1lJy nc\\' chanllels, 'ivJ lilc t h c Act itself has no COl'l'cspondiug powcr of cxp(\,nslon or 

[l(bp taoiiity, some portions of that trade are now not rcgulated at all, while oth(~r 

portions :m: sllojedcd to r egulations wlliclL ullcl1tly hamper thom. 'l'be result of this 

is t ha t ihc h'ado lias, so to speak, takcn the Jaw into i ts OWJl hands and brokcn through 

thc rest rictions. 
As h itherto no officcr has been specially charged wiLh Uw duty of enforcin g' 

the b .-w, these violations of the Acts hav e) ' generally 1'ass8f1 unnoticed; and t hc 

manllfac.Lul'crs Junc th u s scarcely rcali ~ccl the extcnt to which the ,existing Acts 

)"1.1'0 inapplicable to their present ci rcumstances, and h ow seriollsly they might be 

inc:Ol1Vf;nieJ1ccc.lif tl ]cse la.ws ,\"ore enforced. I 

A goo(l example or this m~~y lJe i'ul'ni sll er1, ill I)(lssing, 1)y tho retail cnl'1ridg'o-fLll inp; 

tracle, wlliclL is p l'inci pally conduetc(l by g' lllllllakcl's . By the "Gunpowder A ct," 

23 8:, 2-1, VieL cap. 13\), it is not hml'nl to fill [ L cmt,ridge within 100 yards of an 

inlwlJit.ed lJOusc 0 1' within 20 ynrds of any OU lCl' workshop connected 'with t he manu

faeLmc . To cnfol'e n tlle law upon this point would simply destroy the whole of t his 

irnpol'tant trade, which h as bocome estilblisltcd sinc'o th() GnnpOIv(lr;r Act was pD sscd. t 

'rIw gnnma.l-.:el's h ayo, 11O,\"eYor, soh-cd the cliiFculty by s i1n p.1y treat ing; the Act as a 

dead leI tel'; and it was not UJltill\ll'. D ougall, of St . James' Street, 'vas fin ed (LHh of ilfay 

IS H ) fo r illlillS c~lrtrid gos ill his baek shop, tklt tIl ey became ali 1'0 to the ilJtolcl'~lble 

na Cn} '1' I JI' the roc; trietions which the existi 110' .A.ot, if s t1'i eLl Y enforced, would imposc 

l lpon (heJll. 1 slwll havc more to say UPUll tll is p oint 'wll en I com c to dC8..1 with t his 

partiellbr lmlllch of tIw subj ect ; for the prcsent I clesire only to adcluce this slngle . 

ill us(rat ion of the obsolde a nd unsati sfactory c haracter oi: (.11(; p resen t Act. I sha ll. 

]):1'\,(:; lllHny SLlCh illustrations to supply in dealillg ,\'i(.lt tho snlJjed; but it will pcrhaps 

be cOllH~njcll t , 1wi'Ol'e I go to details , Hrst: to state of wlwt Ow present law upon the 

sH1Jject consists, an( l thell to sllow that tll1S JeLlY bas been repeatedly, I might p erhaps 

~d most say im':ll'iably, l'ecogn lsod as u llsatisfa.ctol'Y by those who have had oecasi.on to 

dcnl ,riUl it umeially; t ha t in consequence oC i t.s admitted cl efeds its r epeal or amend .. 

ment , \"as 8Clu;lJly taken in llLlnd 1»), Sir Georgo Grey as far lJack as 18GG, ancI that 

such rcpeal lus been since admittocl to 1)e neecssary by nIl'. Secretary "Wa.]lwle and by 

youJ'self. -

'J'll C prineilJal Act Ilca-ring upon the regulation of the trade ill explosiyes is tho 

" Ounpo\\'(l('r }oLd,') 2~1 & 2·1 Vict. oap. 1:30 , which l'l'pealcd tho Act 12 Geo . III. 

cap . 01, u)1cler which gnupowder makers had 'worked since 1772.j: 'nlis r epea.l of the 

0le1 Act was l'cn(lercfl necessary, not so much by tho requirements of the gnnpowder 

makcrs, as 1)1 the n ecessity '1\"11ic11 1)000.n10 established by the tCl'l'ihle explosion at 

:3[1'. Purr;alJ'::; :unmunition Dnel percussion cap factory, in Whittall Stroot, J3inningklln, 

in 1850, fo r some legislatiyc l'cstr.idions in the manulhctu)'e of articles of th is dcseri ptiorl. 

'1'110 Act of Geo. I n , contained no l'cg ubtions fo r the making of ammu nition, firoworks, 

percllssion caps, &e., :mil one or two seriolls accidonts, c ulmil1:tting in th o 0110 which I 

haTo ])8..ll1cd, by which 21 lives WCl'O lost, lcd to the in troduction of the Bill of 18GO. 

'.L'hi s JEll was subseql1ently amended in some matters of debil by tho Acts 21 and 

2iJ Viet . cap . 130, (\,11(1 25 & 20 Vid .. cap , US. Subsequently (in 18GG) .in consequen ce 

of ~:omo serious aeci(lents with nitro-glycerino an Act (29 & ao Viet. cap . UtJ , for 

regulating the carriage and dcposit of clan gorous goods ) ,\'as passed, by which nitro. 

" For these reaoOllS I have carefu lly consulted lhe lrmlc ",ith l'egnrJ to the mcasures to bc adopted in oruel' 

to !l" O!cI falling- into :til)' illl pr:teticalJ!c rceommellllittions, 

l' At 111 a(' tilllo ( 1860) ureech .loading cfl!tr idgc~ were ycr y ra rely wicd, Ilud thu s gUllmnker~ werc not 

reqnirctl, as now, to lill c:lr.tridgcs for th eir CLl sr.Olller.';. 

i Before l7n ('hero were no regula tions as (0 thc mak ing of gunpowder. 

U;b~ f' . 
! 



'Cl'iJ1C Wn.s decln.l'ed "spccin.lly drmgerous" · within tho meaning of the Act, n.nd ()l'S were o'iven to Her Majesty in Oouncil to declare any other goods specially ;crous, and so to regulate their tra.nsport, In 18GD the Nitro-glycerine Act (32 : ~3 VicL c~p . 11~1.) \\' 0.8 p~sseu to restriut o.nu rcguhte thc carriage of nitro-glyccrine its compounds, ::l.l1 cl to forbiu its impol'tn.tion. ,csc five Acts (23 and 2,.1 Viet. cap. 139. ; 24 and 25 Vict. cap. 130.; 25 and 26 Vict. )8. ; 29 anc130 Vict. cap. 69 , ; 32 and 33 Vict. cap . 113.) comprisc the whole of the e Acts upon the subject of explosives.·i 

cr t~ n.re a numbel' of local Acts, such as t he Act 14 und15 Vict. cap. 67 ., relating ; floating magn.zines in thc Mersey, t the Liverpool Gunpowder Regulation Act of (28 and 29 Viet. cn.p . 278,) and a number of Scotch police Acts, cbuses of Acts, Jowers to make llyelaws conferreu on railway compttnies, &e.; which touch the in explosives in various places and in various degrces ; but the public trade is lted by the five Acts which I have named. And in measuring the suiIiciency terwise of the existing law upon the subject of explosives it is to thcse Acts thn.t llst look. 
Jms appears, thn.t almost immediately after the passing of the Gunpowder Act Evidence of ;0 (23 & 24 Viet . cn.p . 139.), it was found necessary to supplemcnt it with now tl~ [) reeog-(in 18G1 by the Act 2':L ~ 25 Vict. ca.p. 130., n.ncl in 1862 by the Act 25 & 26 nlel~ec~ e . 

• 
., , • • ( 11 1 .nClC)fI 

:J~p. 98. ), to corrcet i30mc of Its defects 01' to modIfy some of Its provIsIons. And of ex isting ,ime to time it has been found necessary to take special powers with rega.l'll to b.wfurnishcu ubr llbecs (as ill thc ease of the Liverpool Act of 18(5) to supplement the ~~ t~~e ,.1 

. i' t l b r AI 
H:pe,.teu 

l101es 0 · 10 pu 10 _c~ . 
. attempts to 

11, when nitro-glycerinc came into use, it was perceivcd that tho existing Acts remedy it by 
to rcgulate 01' apply to this dangerous material. 

suppl eD ~ c ll~ Ad for the carriagc and cl eposit of' tbngerous goods W~LS accol'llingly p:1ssocl rar,Y leg18-;3; :;md, n,ftcr many livcs had been lost by tho absence of sufficient restrictions, llotlOlI . ll'o-glyccrine Act of' 1869,\'as passed. :e circumstan ces afford evidcnce of a fr equent practical recognition of the deficien. tho Gunpowdcr Act, amI of the applic~Ltion from time to time of am.endments. 
·t he real rfuesLioll is 110t so much how the present legislation has been reaehecl, l hc l' legislation whieh may be said to have taken its rise in panie ancl to 11[\,ve ecintainccl 1)), patdrwork, is likely to be satisfadory, as whet hcr it is s~Ltisfacto)'y. nIt s may h~we been chmlsily arrived at, but the question for present consideration ;11o::;e results now sufficient? 

11 now proceed to SllOW that this qucstion has been substantially anslvel'ccl in )'alive oycr amI ovor again by various authorities, tt,nd that a m ass of cyidenee 
) 

. cited aga inst the Acts as they now stand. ly had the Gunpowuel' Ad passed whcn couns.cl's opinion was given to the hat the licC'using auUlOritics ~l'e not empowcrcd to limit the t ime for which grantell by t.helll arc to operate. :t. 
winion cliselosed n. flaw of no ordinary character; lmt thc ex istence of this I-b w lOYC, not gCIll'l'~lJy known, or if known, the licensing' authorities have treated l-existcnt. I believe I am corrcct in stating· that all licenses gmnted in thc li t.an district UlitIer the GlUlpowder Act are licenses of limitcd duration, y being gmnted for twelve months; but, according to the opinion of counsel to above, it would seem that this limitation is illeg[Ll. ed \I-it h the fact that there is no l)owel' of sllspension 01' a.brogation of a, license to . .:'U:l , \fC have as a res ult, that a place Ol1ce licensed is always licensed, L:\J1cli.Ll~· tha t various local circulllstances may rcndcr the remov~t,l of the facLory oi her site essential ill the interests of public safety. 

AccnlnubLioll of 
~rl~t ~1~fi ~ fcll~~ i~~ 
of ill" Jaw 
l'<.;Jn t. ing to 
eX ll10Si vcs . 
Opinion of 
COUll Sr! n,s to 
a defect 0[" 

omi~~ ion in 
the Act. 

_ plusi(Jll of the Lottie Sleigh at Liverpool in tho spring of 1864 and the explosion ;. Hall's nw.gazine at Erith, in Octobcr of the sallC year, naturally directcd public l forcibly to t he existing law upon the subject of eXI)losives; and t he result vost igation which ensued was a strong expression of opinion as to the necessity ·sion of the law on the part of all the offLcers who were consulted upon the lUll on the part of somu public bodies by whom tho ma.tter was taken up. 

\, The ser ious f 
explosions in ( 
1864 led to 
the law being 
lookeLl into, 
when it was 
found to be 
very ullsn~i6' 
fllctory. 

lim Illl ll Silll illlr articles arc r egulated by special Acts; the present rcport lloes not denl with ,f lllnt cln~;;. 
wvrs which uy this Act werc vested ill the Master- General of tbe Ordnance were l?y 18 & 19 Vi ct . . 1I"!" ;lT<:t\ to one of lIer I1Injest.y's Principnl Secreta ries. I uf Sir Wi llillUl Alllcrtoll an d ~:)ir l\oumlcll Palmer, October 15, 1861. 
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sllO'2'est nothing 1111pl';}cticn,hlc, nothing '\'hich would be inconsistent "with the ealTvinrr 

on0
v

of the lrn,de in the places now ID;wfully cxistiJlg', finally, nothing' "which is" not 

rccornmendcd by considcrations of t rade nclYanta.gc, 011 the one hand, or of public sn,fety, 

on the other.·;~ 
-Wi tll t.h ese axioms fLllly j Jl view I have no h es.i Lation in rccording 1ny decided 

(minion Uw.t t.lle p~'cseJ.1t GlmpO\\rcl eL' A ds are not only qnite inadequate for the 

p~l'pose for ',dlich tILey wcre int roclLLcc(l, lm t tJwt in rnany respects they [l,re absolutely 

llUl'ti'ltl , anll ,Iould if enforcc(l l) () wllolly c1es{ructivc of some bmnclws of the tradc. 

It will , I think, be seen as I procecd tlw t these l ids never were suiHeient 01' satis

factory for their pmpose; they appc:1l' to h~v\-c l)cen llUl'l'icdly d]'[\,wn, without :1 full 

LLppl'cc;iation of t he requirements of t hc track amI without clue regmc1 to file S:1[ety of 

i he publie ; am1 to their original defici encies must now be added the important pl'acti_cal 

objection tlwt the trade in explosiYCs having since the Ads w()re passed exp:1ncled into 

mal1Y new channels, 'iv11ilc the Ad itself has no cOl'l'esponding power of expansion or 

:1lbphbility, some port ions of tlwL trade are now not reglllatccl at all , wl lil e oth/:)r 

portions :1rc suujeded to reg'ub,Liolls ,\'ltidt l:tl1(lll ly hamper thcm. The result of this 

is that UIC h 'ndo bas, so to speak, taken the law into its O,\'ll hands and Ll'okell through 

tll e l'cstl'idions. 
As hithcrto no ofECCl' has becn specially charged wil.h the lhi1"y of enforcing 

the jaw, these violations or t.hc Acts h;wc . generally passcrl nnnoticed; and t. he 

m ;ulllfaeLnrcrs ltayc thus scareeIv rnali~('d the extent to which the existin'p Acts 
v 

I 0 

.are illf1.pplicahl e t.o thrir prescnt cil'enmskmces, and h ow seriously thcy mig ht be 

il!eOl\ycni e nc( ~ ll if these bws ,n~rc en1'orc('c1. I 

A Q'oo(l c:xamlJlc of Ulis m~LY IJC fUl'nisllcc1, in )1[tssinQ', lly tile r etail cnl'tl'ic1o'o-iillino' 
v ~ . ~J 

~ ~ 

l r{l(k, "which is princiJ,:llly eOll(ludl'(l 11.v t~·lllllll~l.kcrs. :Uy tlte ,t Gunpowder Act," 

:?3 & 2·J, Viet. cap. DU, it is no t h,\'ful to fill ~], e~1rt' l'icJg-l'- witllin 100 yards of an 

inll:tlJitc.:d hOLlse UJ.' within 20 y<ll'lls oi: any ot.hel' '\'Ol'kshop eonncdccl with t he manu

faellll'c. 11'0 enforce the law 111'011 this point would simply destroy the whole of this 

IlnpnrtanL trndc, which has become estal1lish eL1 since t he Gnnpowclcl' Act WilS passed. t 

11'JI C g;u1.1 lJJakcrs knee, l to,\,evol', ~;olvcd UlC diHicultv lJV sililply treatinu' t lte Ad as a 

l1ca(llcltcr; :t.nd it "was not untilnJr. DongaU, of SL J~~rlll~,) ' SCree't, ,VilS fiD~cl (,..Lth of lIlay 

].')71) fo r filljll~ c ~\l.'lr iLl ges ill Ili s !Jack sho p, Lkd; UICY llecame al ive to 11le intolerable 

J) ;t{\U'C' <1 f Ow l'cs trici.ions "which the existin~' Ad, if strictly enforced, would impose 

llpon (hem . I shaH have mlll'() to sa,y upon th is p oint wIlen I eome to deal with t hi s 

p:ll·ti c:ll hl' brnnelt of Ute su1)j cd ; [or the present J (1esirc only to adduce this singlc 

illus{ration of the obsolet e and llllSatisf'nctol'y charader o ,~~ UIC present Ad. I shall. 

]l:mJ 1l1,llly snch illustrations to !>upply in clcahug' ,yitlt the snLjed; but it will perhaps 

1)e cOI1Yl'nicJll, uc.fore I FO to details, first to sbk of wltat tlic present la,v upon tlte 

s1l1Jjcd consis ts, and theH to sIlO\\' that this law has l)ccn repeatcdly, I mig'ld; perhnps 

;lil1losi say ill\-:1l'i;1bly, l'ecogn ised ~l S Ulls[\,tisi'aetory by t h ose who lw,ve had occasion to 

deal with it uHiei;dly; tha t ill consc(lllcnee 0[' it.s cHlmittcd c1cfcds its repeal or amend .. 

lllCHt \\' ::1.5 aet.ualLy taken in kmcl by Sil' George Grcy ~lS 1:[\,1' back as l SG;j, all(l th[lt 

~ i uelt )" 'pca1 klS been since allmiHecl to l)e necessary l)y :JIr, SeCl'etLLry '\~'alpolo and by 

}onrscl f. ,. 

fj ' lw principal Act Learing' upon the r eguhtioll of thc hadc iu explosives is the 

" Ch1llpo\\'(tCl' ~\"cl," 2~~ & 2,..1 VieL cap. 1:39, ,vhiclt l'l'pca.kd the Act 12 Geo. III. 

e:!]>. (il, lllHlcr which gnnpowder makcrs had worked s inee 1772.t This r epe[11 of t he 

old Act "was rCllc1el'Cfl necessary, no t. so much by thc l'c'Juil'emcnts of Uw gunpowder 

m~t kel's , ashy the necessity \\'hich l)eeamc established.. hy the terrible explosion at 

::\11', YUl':jall's :unmunition and percussion ea.p fadory, in \Nhittall Street, J3i.nningham, 

in] 8:jD, for some legislativo restl'ld,ions in thc maUl1f:lCLure of articles of this description . 

Il'Ite Act of Geo. III. contai.ncd no r egulations fOl' the ma.king of ammunition, fircworks, 

percuss ion eaps, &c., and onc 01' two serious accidents, eulmiua,ting in the ono which I 

han~ namcl1, by whi.ch 21livc.s wcre lost, lecl to the introduction of the Dill of 1860. 

'1'his 13ill was subseqi.1Cntly amencled in some matters of detail by tho Aets 21 and 

2·;) Viet, eap. 130, amI 2;j & 20 Vict.. eap. D8. Sllbsef[l1ently (in 1866) in consequence 

of some sl'rious acci(lents with nitro-glycerine an Act (20 & ~)O Viet. cap . G9, for 

reg ulating the carriage and deposit of dangcrons goods) was passec1, by \\Thieh nitro-

" F or the~c r l'[l:; o lls llwve c:trcfu lly cOll sulted the trade with regal'll to the Illem;ures to be ndopted in order 

t o avo!tI fll!li!l~ ill to :lll}' illlpmcticabk reco /llmel1llat.ioll ~ . 

t At tklt t illle (1860) breech-loading enrtridges were \'cry rarely usc<l, aad thus g UIlIl1n.ker~ were not 

r"'Inin',l , as now, to fill cartridgcs fot' th eir ClI st.OlllCI',', 

t Beforc 177'2 thC'l'e were no I'cgubtiol1 s ns to the making ot' gun powder. 
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C,riJIO was declarcel C( specially clangcrous" within the meaning of the Act, anel 
()l'S were rri ven to TIer Maj esty in Council to declare any other goods specially 'erous, [11l~1 so to r egulate their tra,n spol't. In I SGD the Nitro-glycerine Act (32 13 VicL cap. 11;), ) 'was passed to restrid anell'egulate tho caniago of nitro-glycerin e ts compounds, and to forbid its importation. 
esc five Aets (23 and 24 Vict. eap. 139. ; 24 and 25 VieL cap. 130.; 25 and 26 Viet. IS, ; 20 and 30 Vict. cap . 69.; 32 anel 33 Vict. cap. 113.) comprise the whole of the e Acts upon thc subject of explosivos.·' 
crt; are a Humbel' of loeal Aets, such as the Act 14 anc115 Viet. cap . G7 " relating ; floating magazines in the MCl'sey, t the Liverpool Gunpowder I{oguhl,tion Act of (28 and 29 Viet. ca.p, 27S.) and a, number of Scotch police Acts, clauses of Acts, lo,vers to make byelaws conferred on railway companies, &c., which touch thc in explosives in various places and in various degreos; but the public trado is ltcd by tho five Acts which I have named. And in measuring tho suillciency lerwise of the existing la.w upon the subject of explosives it is to these Acts tlmt .. 1st look. 
,hus appears, that almost immediately after the passing of the Gunpowder Act Evidence of ;() (23 & 24 Vict . c<tp. 139.), it was founel necessary to supplement it with new thn recog-

nised (in 18Gl by the Act 2tJ! I,.'\t; 25 Vict, cap . 130., o,ncl in 1862 by the Act 25 & 26 uefieiencie:l ~ap . 08,), to correct i,orne of its defects or to modify some of its provisions. And of existing ,inle to time i t has been founel JlC~cessary to take special powers with regard to hwfumishcu Jlar l)la GCS (as in the case of the Liyerpool Act of 18(5) to sUI)plement the by t he 
rcpelLtcu Boies of the public ltd.. 
attem pts to l1 , when nitro-glycerine camc into usc, it was perceiYcel that tllc existing Acts remedy it by to regulat.e 01' apply to this cbllgerous material. SLlpplen:cll-Act for th e carriage o,ncl deposit of cbng-erous goods W[tS o,cconlingly passed illl)' legls:3 ; and, after m any lives had l)ecn lost by the abscnce of sufficient restrictions, a, tlOl1. tl'o-glycel'ine Act of 1869 was passed. 

;e circumsbnces [1,[1'01'(1 evidence of a fr equent practieall'ocognition of the deficien. the Gunpowdcr Act, and of the applic~~tioll from time to time of amendments. 

the l' c~d. (l'ncsLioll is Dot so much lJO"- the prcsent legislation ha~l been roached, 'Lhor lcg-isbl ion whit:h may lJe sa,id to have tnken its rise in panie and to havo ~ :li ntuinul l )y patchwork, is likely to be satisfactory, as Ivhether it is s[~tisfacto)'y. ulLs m,lY lw.yu 1)00n dumsily arrived at, but the question fo1' presGnt consideration 
JJO:-iC r es ults H OII' ::;uiIiclcnt. ? 
.llnow proceed 1.0 show tlwt t.his question has been substantially n,nswerc(l in 
~at ivc oycr and oyer again by various authorities, ::mel thc~t n, mass of evidence cited against tho A cts as they nolY stand. 
ly hau the Gunpowdcr Act passed when o.ou11s.o1's opinion was given to the ha t the licensing authoritics aro not empoI\'crcdto limit tho time for which 

Accnl11 tlinLioil oi 
test. imollY as to 
the dcfi ciuncie:; 
of Lhe b w 
l'elnLinK (0 
t:xph,sivcs . 
Opinion of 
co unsd us to 
a defcct or Q' l'antCll b.y t hem arc to ol,)crate. t ~ 
omis~ion in ) lllnion clisdosed a flaw of no ordinary clmractcr; 1Jut the existence of this Haw 1 A 

.1 
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tiC Hct. ieYe, not gellC'rally kno,\Vll, Ol' if known, tho licensing authorities have treated Ll-oxisLcn L I bdieyc 1 am correct in stating' tlmt all licenses granted in the ,li tall distl'ict ullCler tho GlU1powclor Act are licenses of limited dura,tion, y l)eing grant cd for twelve months ; but, according to tho opinion of counsel to a!Jove, it would seem that t his limibtion is illegal. 
cd wi t It Lhe fact that therc is n o power of suspension or ::Lbl'og::Ltion of a license te Ad, wo havLl as a rLlsult, that n. place once licensed is [llways licensed, ; tandiJ\~' that var i.ous local circulUstances may render the l'emov::Ll of the fadory other si to c::;slmti,Ll in the interests of public s::Lfety. \, :plosiull of t lw L oUie Sleigh::Lt Liverpool in the spring of 1864 n,ud the explosion The ser ious f ,.Hall's I110,gnzine at Erith, in October of thc salle year, nn,tumlly directed public cxplosion ~ in {, ' fo rcibly to tho oxisting law upon the subject of explosives; and t he result t

1
1
86

l
4 

lcc1l t? . , 1 ~l ' f' .. . Ie aw )elllg ycstigntion Wl110 1 ensuec was a strong expresSlOn 0 opllllon as to the neceSSIty looked into, ision of 1he law on the p::Lrt of all the offlcors who were consulted upon the when it was mel on Ute pal't of some public bodies by "thorn the m::Lttel' was taken up. fouuu to be 
very unsltLis' 

~ llill lInd ~illliln l' arti cles arc r egulated Ly spccial Acts; t.he prcsent report doc;; not deal with of th ft t c 111';::, 
'Wl'r~ \l'l lieh lly th is Act WC; I'C vestcd in the Master-Genem! of [li e Ordnance werc by lB & 19 Viet. :11l"t'CI'I'Cti to one oi' llcr I1Iaj csty's Principal Secretaries. 
:1 vI' Sir ,Yilli aul Atucrtoll am! ~:lir l\,oundelll'almer, October 15, ISG!. 
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GUNPOWDER ACT 1860 

I. Repealed 9 and 10 William II c7j 5 GIl c12(I)j 12 GIll c6l. 

II. Manufacture to take place only in a licensed place. 

Limited quantities that could be worked on in a single mill, 
corning house etc. 

Limited total quantities in buildings (working) 

Magazines must be provided of well and substantial construction 
of brick or stone. 

Magazines must be licensed. 

All finished powder to be removed diligently to magazine. 

Stores and magazines must be fitted with lightning conductors. 

III. Occupiers of existing magazines not meeting 140 yds safety 
distance may present a Memorial to the Secretary of State 
showing why it is impracticable or otherwise that the distance 
of 140 yds cannot or should not be met. 

IV. Penalties. 

V. No charcoal must be kept within 20 yds of a mill etc. 

VI. Licence required for manufacture of percussion caps, ammunition, 
fireworks, fulminating mercury, and other preparations of 
equally explosive power. 

VII. 

VIII. 

IX. 

X. 

The following distances must be kept from dwelling places or 
places of employment: 

Percussion caps 
Ammunition 
Fireworks 
Fulminating Mercury etc 

50 yds 
100 yds 

50 yds 
100 yds 

Licences required for keeping more than a minimum quantity of 
the above explosives. 

Lays down conditions of manufacture, safety distances, and 
quantities to be kept. 

Penalties. 

Fireworks, licence for sale, no sale to people under 16. 

Throwing fireworks in street. 

JP at Quarter Sessions shall licence factories and magazines 
for gunpowder. 

1 



XI. JP at Quarter Sessions shall licence factories and magazines 
for ammunition etc. 

XII. 14 days notice of intent required when applying for licence. 

XIII. 

XIV. 

XV. 

XVI. 

XVII. 

XVIII. 

In England this shall be given to the Church Warden of the 
Parish, in Scotland to a Schoolmaster, and in Ireland to 
the Clerk of the Union. 

Notice to be fixed on door or wall of church. 

JPs may put conditions on licence for structures, mounds etc. 

Appeal to Secretary of State. 

Rules shall be made by owners of factories and magazines. 

Penalties for doing dangerous things in mills etc. 

Secretary of State may authorise Inspector to see if regula
tion are obeyed. 

Dealers shall not keep more than 200 Ib of gunpowder. 

A non-dealer shall not keep more than 50 Ib of gunpowder. 

XIX. Mines, quarries etc may keep up to 4000 Ib of gunpowder. 

XV. Conveyance. Not more than 30 barrels to be conveyed unless 
in specially-constructed van then 40 barrels may be conveyed 
with no more than 100 Ib of gunpowder per barrel. 

XXI. Condemned powder. 

XXII. No smoking or lights. 

XXIII. Undue delay in loading gunpowder. 

XXIV. Only applies to more than 100 Ib of gunpowder. 

xxv. JPs may issue search warrants for gunpowder. 

XXVI. Vessels in Thames. 

XXVII. Vessels in Thames. 

XXVIII. Penalties. 

XXIX. Ireland. 

xxx. Crown Exemption. 

XXXI. Crown Exemption. 

XXXII. Proof House exemption. 
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XXXIII. Below Blackwall. 

xxxv. 
XXXVI. Definitions etc. 
XXXVII. 

GUNPOWDER ACT 1862 

Sections 25 and 27 of the Gunpowder Act 1860 apply to other explosives. 

3 
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1770 ACT 11 GEORGE III C.35 

An Act for r educing into one Act of Parliament the several laws relating to 
the keeping and carriage of gunpowder, and for more effectually preventi ng 
mischiefs by keeping or carrying gunpowder into great quantities. 

Whereas the several Acts which regulate the keeping and carriage of gunpowder 
within England are defective, and require amendment, and the reducing of them 
into one law would facilitate their execution: and whereas there is, at 
present, no provision for regulating the keeping and carri age of gunpowder i n 
Scotland: be it therefore enacted by the King's most excellent Majesty, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Lords of spiritual and temporal, and 
Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, That no person or persons shall have or keep, at anyone time, being a 
dealer or dealers in gunpowder, more than 20011Eof gunpowder, and not being 
such, more than 501 bs <Olf gunpowder, in any house, mill, magazine, storehouse, 
warehouse, shop, cellar, yard, wharf, or other building or place , occupied by 
the same person or persons, (all buildings and places adjoining to each other, 
and occupied together, being to be deemed one house or place within this Act) 
or on any r i ver or other water, except in carriages loading or unloading, or 
passing on the land, or in ships, boats, or vessels loading or unloading, or 
passing on any river or any other water, or detained there by the tide or bad 
weather, within the following limits; that is to say, within the cities of 
London or Westminster, or within 3 miles of either of them; or within any City, 
Borough, or market town of Great Britain, or within 1 mile of the same: or 
within 2 miles of any palace or house of residence of his present Majesty, his 
heirs or successors, or of her present Majesty the Queen, or any Queen Consort 
or Dowager; or within 1 mile of any gunpowder magazine belonging to His Majesty, 
his heirs or successors; or within t mile of any parish church; or in any 
other part of Britain, (except in places where it shall be lawful to keep 
unlimited quantities of gunpowder by force of the provisions hereinafter_ 
contained) pnp;wi. ng or forfeiting all the gunpowder in specie beyond the quantity 
hereby allowed to be kept, and the barrels._ in which such gunpowder shall be, 
and also 1 shilling for every pound of gunpowder beyond such allowed quantity. 

II. And, in order to provide the safe carriage of gunpowder, be it further 
enacted, That no person or persons shall have or convey, at anyone time, within 
Great Britain, more than 2,0001b of gunpowder in any wagon, cart or other 
carriage, by land, or more than 5,0001bBof gunpowder in any barge, boat, or 
other vessel, by water (except in vessels with gunpowder on board, imported 
from or to be exported to any place beyond sea); and all gunpowder conveyed on 
land or water (except in such vessels for importation or exportation of 
gunpowder, as aforesaid) shall be in barrel 's close joined and hooped, without 
any iron about them and so secured that no part of the gunpowder be scattered 
in the passage, and each barrel . shall contain no more than 1001bsof gunpowder; 
and, when conveyed by land, shall be entirely enclosed in a leather bag, or a 
bag commonly called a salt petre bag; and every carriage or vessel (except such 
vessels as aforesaid), in which gunpowder shall be conveyed by land or water 
shall have a complete covering of wood, painted cloth, tarpaulin, or wadmill
tilts, over all flat part of the carriage or vessel in which the gunpowder 
barrels c shall be placed, and all gunpowder whi ch shall b e carri ed nr conveyed 
(except in such vessels for importation or exportation of gunpowder as aforesaid) 
within any part of Great Britain, in greater quantity or in other manner that 
is herein before prescribed; and the barrels in which such gunpowder shall be 
may be seized by any person or persons, who shall have the same authority to ' 
remove such gunpowder and barrels? and to use for that purpose, (during the 
space of 24 hours after seizure) the carriage or vessel in which such gunpowder 
shall be seized, . and the tackli~ beasts, and accoutrements belonging thereto, on 
the terms of pay~ng a recompense for the use thereof, and to detain such 



gunpowder and barrels as is hereinafter given to persons searching under a 
warrant of a Justice of the Peace; and such seizure shall be, for his, her, 
or their own use, on conviction of the offender or offenders. 

III. And, for the more easy discovery of the keeping and carriage of gunpowder, 
contrary to the provisions hereinbefore made; be it further enacted, That it 
shall be lawful for any Justice of the Peace of the County or other Division 
within Great Britain, in which gunpowder is suspected to be kept or carried, 
contrary to this Act, on demand made, and a reasonable cause assigned, upon 
oath by any person or persons, to issue a warrant or warrants under his hand 
and seal, for searching in the daytime any houses, storehouses, warehouses, 
shops, cellars, yards, wharfs, or other places, or any carriages, ships, boats, 
or other vessels, in which such gunpowder is suspected to be kept or carried, 
contrary to this Act; and that all gunpowder found upon such search, to be kept 
or carried contrary to this Act, and also the gunpowder barrels 9 " shall be 
immediately seized by the searcher or searchers, who shall with all convenient 
speed, after the seizure, remove such gunpowder and the barrels ,. in which it 
shall be, to such proper places as they, in conformity to the restrictions of 
this Act, shall think most convenient; and in the case of any such gunpowder 
seized in carriage or vessel, may use for the purpose of removal, during the 
space of 24 hours after seizure, such carriage or vessel, with the tackling, 
beasts, and accoutrements belong thereto, paying afterwards to the owner or 
owners thereof a sufficient recompense for the use thereof, to be settled by 
the Justices before whom the complaint shall be heard, after the seizure; and 
in case of non-payment, immediately after settlement for such justices to be, 
to be recoverable by distresses and sale of the parties, goods, and chattels, 
as in hereafter directed, concerning the pecuniary panalties of this Act, and 
may detain such gunpower, and the barrelS.: in which it shall be, till it 
shall be adjudged whether the same shall be forfeited, and shall not be liable 
to any suit for such de~ainer, or for any loss of or damage which may happen, 
to the said gunpowder 011 barreJi:t, ~ other than by the wilful Acts or neglecting 
them, or the persons with whom they shall entrust the keeping thereof. 

IV. And whereas it may be necessary to have some places appOinted, in which 
it may be lawful to erect or make new iDills for making, and magazine for 
storehouses for keeping, unlimited quantities of gunpowder; be it therefore 
enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Justices of the Peace of each County, 
or other Division within Great Britain, at their general quarter sessions of 
the peace, upon application made to them by any person or persons (SUCh person 
or persons having given notice in writing of the intention to make such 
application, 14 days before making it, to an overseer or church warden of the 
parish or place in which it is proposed to erect or make any such new mill, 
magazine, or storehouse, or of an adjoining parish, if the place shall be extra 
par00chial, which overseer or church warden is hereby required to cause such 
notice to publicly read on the Sunday next ensuing, in the parish church after 
di·vine service), from time to time, to licence the erecting or making of such 
mills, mag~zines, or s'l;orehouses, for making or keeping unlimited quanti ties 
gunpowder in such places, not being within London or Westminster, or any upper 
limits within Great Britain, hereinbefore particularly described, as to such 
justices shall appear most proper for that purpose. 

V.Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted, That no person shall be 
liable to any penalty or prosecution under this Act, for keeping unlimited 
quantities of gunpowder, without such licences of the Justice, in any magazine 
or storehouse already built o~ u~ea for that prupose, in any place not being 
within London and Westminster, and the upper limits within Great Britain, 
hereinafter before particularly described,uniJI the expiration of 6 calendar 
months after an adjucation by the Justices of the Peace, for the County or 
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upper division, in which any such magazine or storehouse shall be, at theri 
general quarter sessions of the peace, that the same is dangerous (it being 
hereby declared they shall not have auth0rity to make any such adjudication, 
except on complaint made to them of any such magazine or storehouse, by some 
householder of the parish or place in which the magazine or storehouse shall 
be; and, after due summons of the owner or owners of the magazine or storehouse ) 
complained of , to answer such complaint and examination, on oath that the 
witnesses produce to support or invalidate such complaint), and also that no 
person shall be liable any any time to any penality or prosecution whatsoever, 
for keeping unlimited quantities of gunpowder without such -licence of the 
Justices of the Peace, in any magazine or storehouse erected by appointment ,of 
the Justices of Peace under the power given to them, by any of the former Acts 
regulating the keeping and carriage of gunpowder" 

VI. And whereas leases, or agreements for leases, may have been made of 
magazines, storehouses, or other places keeping gunpowder, and, in consequence 
of the fact, it may become unlawful to keep unlimited quantities of gunpowders 
in some of such magazines, storehouses, or places; be it therefore enacted, 
That in every such case it shall and may be lawful for the lessee or tenant of 
any such magazine, storehouse, or place for keeping gunpowder, to make void any 
such lease or agreement, upon giving 3 calendar months notice in writing to the 
lessor or owner of such magazine, storehouse, or place, of the desire of the 
tenants who have such lease or agreement determined; and upon paying to such 
lessor or owner, all rent and sums of money which shall become due for the same, 
to the time of determination limited in such notice, and upon perfo~ all 
covenants and agreements on the part of the lessee or tenant to that time" 

VII. And, for securing of the great number of ships and ,vessels lying in the 
River Thames, and of the dock yards, wharfs, and buildings, on, the side of the 
Thames above Blackwall ; be it further enacted, That no master or commanders of 
any ship or other vessel, lying in the Thames, and outward bound, shall receive 
or permit to be received on board any such ship or vessel, more than 25lbsof 
gunpowder (except for the King's service) before arrival of such ship or vessel 
at, oyer - against or below Blackwall ; and that the master or commander of every 
ship or vessel coming into the River Thames, shall (except in the case of 
gunpowder f or the King's service) put on shore in proper places, in conformity 
to the restrictions of this Act, all the gunpowder on board such ship or vessel, 
above the quantity of 25lbs either before the arrival of such ship or vessel at 
Blackwall, or within 24 hours (if the weather shall permit) after coming t o an 
anchor there, t o the place of unloading there, and shall not afterwards have on 
board 25lbs of gunpowder, (except for the King's service) on paying or forfeiting, 
for every offence in any of these said cases, all the gunpowder found on board 
above the weight of 25lbs 9 and the barrells in which such gunpowder shall be, also 
1 s4i~ling for every pound of gunpowder above the quantity of 251b. 

VIII. And, for the better disoovery of masters or commanders of inward or outward 
bound ships, who shall have gunpowder in their ships or vessels in the Thames, 
contrary to this Act, be it further enacted, that the master, warden and assistance 
of the corporation of the Trinity House of ,Deptford Stroud, in the County of Kent, 
f or the time being shall, from time to time, appoint 1 or more person or persons, 
a searcher or searchers, for unlawful quantities of gunpowder in ships or other 
vessels in the Thames ; which person or persons, so appointed, Qr hereby authoriseQ, 
at any time between sun--rising and sun setting, to enter any ship or vessel 
(except His ~mjesty's) in the River Thames above Blackwall, and to search the same 
f or unlawful quantities of gunpowder; and also shall have the same powers for 
.seizing, removing to proper places, and detaining all such unlawful quantities of 
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gunpowder found on board any such ship or vessel, and the barrels · in which such 
gunpowder shall be, as are hereinbefore given to persons searching for unlawful 
quantities of gunpowder under a warrant of a Justice of the Peace. 

IX. And be it fuxther enacted, That all penalties created by this Act shall be 
recovenable before two or more Justices of the Peace for the County or other 
Division in which the offence shall be committed, on proof of the offence by the 
oath or oaths of one or more credible witnesses or witness, or on confession of 
the offender, and shall belong to the informer or informers prosecuting for the 
same; and where the penalty shall be pecuniary in case of non-payment, it shall 
be levied by distress and sale of the offenders goods,and chattels, by warrant 
under the hands and seals of such Justices; and the overplus of the money raised 
after deducting for penality and the expenses and distress and sale, shall be 
rendered to the owner; and for want of sufficient distxess the offender shall be 
sent by such Justices to the House of Correction, there to be kept to hard labour 
any t i me not exceeding 3 months nor less than 1 month, as such Justices shall 
think most proper. 

X. And be it further enacted, That no person shall be liable to any prosecution 
for any offence against this Act, unless such prosucution shall be commit within 
14 days after seizure of the gunpowder, or commission of the offence where there 
shall not be any seizure; and that if any suit or action shall be proseuuted in 
England against any person or persons for anything done in puxsuance of this Act, 
such person or persons may plead the general issue, and give this Act for the 
special matter in evidence that any trial to be add thereupon, and that the same 
was done by authority of this Act; ~~d if a verdict shall pass for the defendant 
or defendants, or the plaintiff or plaintiffs shall become nonsuit, or discontinue 
his, her, or their action or actions after issue joined; and if, on demurrer or 
otherwise judgement shall be given against the plaintiff or plaintiffs, the 
defendant or defendants shall recover treble costs, and have the like remedy for 
the same as any defendant have by law in other cases. 

XI. And be it further enacted, That all actions, suits, and prosecutions, to be 
commenced in England against any person or persons for anything to be done in 
pursuance of this Act shall be laid and tried in the County or Place where the 
fact was committed. And shall be commenced within 6 calendar months after the 
fact committed, and not otherwise. 

XII. Provided always, that be if further enacted, That this Act shall not extend 
to any storehouse - mill or magazine belonging to his Majesty, his heirs or 
successors, wherein gunpowder or other stores, shall be kept; or to hinder the 
trial of gunpowder by Ills Majesty's Officers, as is usual for the service of HiS 
Majesty, his heirs or successors; or to any mill belonging to private persons 
already built, and used for making gunpowder; or to any storehouses, magazines, 
or other offices, near or adjoining such mills ; or to the magazines erected for 
keeping gunpowder at Barking Creeks Mouth, in the County of Essex, and Erith Level, 
in the County of Kent ; or to the magazinffior storehouses now erected near Liverpool, 
in the County of Lancaster, or the City of Bristol; or to the carriage of gunpowder 
to or from the King's magazines under an order of the King's Board of Ordnance, or 
with forces on their march. 

XIII. And be it further enacted, That this Act shall begin to have force on the 
1st day of August, One Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy One; and that from and 
immediately after the commencement thereof, an Act made in the fifth year of His 
late Majesty King George I, entitled, an Act for preventing the mischiefs which 
may happen by keeping too great quantities of gunpowder in_ o~ near the cities of 
London and westminster, or the suburbs thereof; and also an Act made in the 



-5 

11th year of His late Majesty King George I, entitled an Act for aking more 
effectual an Act passGQinthe 5th year of His N~jestyls reign, entitled and Act 
for preventing the mischeifs which may happen on keeping too great quantities of 
gunpowder in or near the cities of London and Westminster, or the suburbs thereof ; 
and also so much of an Act made in the 5th year of His late Majesty King George II, 
titled an Act for the better regulation and government of pilots licensed by the 
corporation of Trinity House for deptford Stroud in the County of Kent; and to 
prevent mischiefs and annoyances upon the River Thames below London Bridge, as 
relates to the having and searching for the gunpowder on board ships or vessels in 
the Thames at or below Blackwall; and also an Act made in the 15th year of His 
late Majesty King George II, entitled, an Act for preventing the mischiefs which 
may happen by keeping dangerous quantities of gunpowder in or near the cities of 
London and Westminster; aad also an Act made in the 22nd year of His said late 
Majesty Ki~g II, entitled, an Act to prevent the mischiefs which may happen by 
keeping too great quantities of gunpowder in anyone place, or carrying too great 
quantities of gunpowder together from one place to another, shall be, and the 
same are hereby repealed. 
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An10ng such occurrences the first place must be given to t.he dastardly [lssassinil.tioll of the 
Czar of Russia by persons connected with the Socialist or so-called Nihilist party, on t.he 
13th March, by means of a bomb containing a somewhat complicated collection of explosives, 
designed to produce an explosion by concuss ion, the main effect being produced by what is 
described as gun-cotton saturated with nit.ro-glycerine. The two bombs which were thrown 
proved fatal not only to the Czar but to three other persons (of ""hom one was attnchecl to his 
personal escort), and injured more or less severely 17 other persons (of whom eight belonged 
to the Czar's personal guard). ' 

It may be not uninteresting to place on record the circumstances connected with t.hi s most 
tragical event, as detailed in the official act of accusation. 1'he account there given runs as 
follows :-

" Shortly after two o'clock on March 1-13, the Emperor left the IVIichael Palace in his 
carriage, accompanied by the :usual escort, and passing down ]~ngineer Street turned to the right 
along the bank of the Catherine Canal. BelJind, in a sledge, came Colonel Dvorjitsky, poliw 
master, and behind him again Captain Koch and .Mn:ior Koolibiakin. 'rhe c:arriage had gone 
only 50 fathom s from the corner of Engincel' Street 'v"hen, at a quarter past two o'clock precisely, 
a terrible explosion took place beneath the carriage. Jumping from his sledge, and seeing that 
by the canal railings some soldiers were holding a man, Dvorjitsky , rushed to the Imperial 
carriage, opened the door, and informed his , Majes~y, who stepped ont nnhurt, that the assassin 
was callght. By order of the Emperor the witness accompanied him to the sJ10t where the man 
Reesakoff was held amidst a gathering crowd of people. Lieutenant Ruclikoff, not recognisil1g 
the Emperor at once exclaimed, .' How is his Majesty?' to which the Emperor, standing, 
10 paces from Reesakoff, and glancing around, said, 'Thank God, I am unhurt; but see,' 
pointing to a wounded cossack lying neal' the carriage, and then to a boy crying wi th pail!. 
lleesakoff, hearing the words of the Emperor, said, ' Is it t.hanks to God yet? ' Meantime 
Dvorjitsky took from the soldiers a revolver ai1cl knife found in the prisoner's pockets. Thc 
Emperor, stepping up to Reesakoff, asked if he indeed had fired, and receiving a reply in the 
affirmatiV3, dem?,nc1ecl his name and occupation. The prisoner answered' Glazoff, workman.' 

" As the Emperor turned and stepped a few paces towards the spot where the explosion 
took place', keeping to the railings of the can'al, a second explosion occurred behind him close 
to his feet. :B'or a few seconds a cloud of smoke, powdered snow, frngments of cloth, &c" 
hid everything from sight, but when it cleared off n. fearful picture presented itself. 'rhe 
Em perol' leaned with his back against a buttress of the canal, holding on to the railings with 
hcith hands, vvithout cloak or cap, covered with blood and breathing with difficulty. His 
bared legs were shattered, blood poured from them, the flesh hung in pieces, and there was 
blood on his face. On the ground were the bloody fragments of his military cloak. 

" DVOljitsky, also wounded, raised himself from the ground as the Emperor said, S2arce 
audibly, ( Help! ' and ran up, together with several others. Some one gave a handkerchief. 
rrbe Emperor put it to his fac'e, saying with a faint voice, 'It is cold-cold.' Then those 
around him took up the sufferer, who was already losing consciousness, and, assisted by thc 
Grand Duke Michael, who came dashing up, laid him on the sledge of Colonel Dvorjitsky, 
Lieutenant Count Hendrikoff placing his own forage cap on the Emperor's head. 'rhe Grand 
Duke Michael, leaning over his brother, asked him if he could heal'. The Emperor replied 
quietly, (I hear.' rro fmther questions how he felt he only answered, 'Quicker, to the 
( Palace,' and then ' as if in answer to the proposal of Staff-Captain Franks to carry him into 
the nearest house to procure help, the Emperor said, ' 'T'ake me to the Palace, there to die.' 
These were the las t words of the dying monarch heard by the witnesses. The sledge was 
chosen because the carriage was seriously damaged. Major Koolibiakin sat with tbe Emperor 
in it, and with the help of two cossacks of the escort, conveyed him to the -Winter Palace. 

" The Emperor died at 3.35. Of his personal followin g nine were wounded more or Jess 
seriously, of whem one ' has since died, and of the police and others, 11 were wounded, two, 
including the boy before mentioned, succllmbing within a few hours." ' 

1'he assassination of President Garfield, of the United States, by Guiteau, on the 2nd July 
18tH, r.lthough effected by the use of an explosive can scarcely, as it was a ca>;e of shooting 
and not of explosion proper, be deemed to fall within the scope of this !leport, except in so 
far as a word of passing notice of the same ~eems to he suggested by the assassination of the 
Ruler of another great nation above referred to, and by the,fact that it is one of the large crop 
of political crimes of which the year 1881 has been only too fruitful. 

Of the malicious explosions actually accomplished in this country, that which was effected 
on the Hth January a.t the Salford Barracks is ha.ppily, though somewhat remri.rkably, the 
on1y one in which, to our knowledge, any loss of life occurred. On this occasion, whell a.s it 
nppcars some dynamite hud been introcluced (probably thro ll g~l a hole in the wall , formed by 
the removal of a" grid") in the meat store of the barncks, and there exploded, a boy and 
womnn were injured, a.nd the former died afterwards from the effects. 'rhe iiljnry done 
to t.he l)aJ"I"acks was) except in respect. of t.he st.o re where t.he explosion actnalJ'yoccurred, 
illsigll ifir: ln f" ' 
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An Act to regulate the making, keeping, and carriage of gunpowder, vlithin Great 
Bri tain; and to repeal la"\vs herebeforeto made for any of those puI'1)oses. 

Whereas the manufacture of gunpowder within Great Britain, are necessary to 
be encouraged in respect of the value of gunpowder, as an article of defence and 
commerce yet ought to be regulated by law, in order to prevent the great 
mischiefs which may arise from explosions occasioned by the improper construction 
and use of the mills, engines, and buildings , employed in the making of gunpowder, 
and for keeping and carrying gunpowder in too great quantities, or in an improper 
manner: .and vlhereas the Act passed in the last session of Parliament, entitled, 
An Act for reducing into 1 Act to the Parliament of the several laws relating to 
the keeping and carriage of gunpowder, and for more effectually preventing 
mischiefs, by keeping or carrying gunpowder in too great quantities, contains no 
provision for regulating the making of gunpowder, and is in other respects 

J effective , on which account it may be convenient to repeal for the said Act, and, 
in the room thereof, to have a new law regulating, as well the maldng as the 
keeping and carriage of gunpowder; be it therefore enacted by the King's most 
excellent Majesty, by and with the advise and consent of the Lords of spiritual 
and temporal, and commons in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, That no person or persons shall use, or caused to be used any mill or 
mills, or other engine or engines, for the making of gunpowder, or in any manner 
manufacture of gunpowder in any place or places within Great Britain, except in 
mills. and other places where the manufacture of gunpowder shall be actually carrying 
on at the time of the commencement of this Act, or where it shall afterwards become 
lawful to carry on such manufacture, by obtaining a licence for that purpose, 
under the provisions hereinafter contained, upon ' paying Qr forfeiting all gunpowder 
manufactured contrary to the aforesaid provision, and also 2 shillings for every 
pound of such gunpowder. 

II. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no person or 
persons vlhatsoever shall, for the making of gunpowder, employ, work, or use, any 
mill or engine, worked with a pestle or pestles, and commonly called Pestle Mill, 
upon paying or forfeiting all gunpowder manufactured therein, and also 2· .. shillings 
for every pound of such gunpowder. 

III. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no person or 
persons whatsoever shall, in or with any mill or engine used for the making of 
gunpo"\vder, make or cause to be made, at any one time under any single pair of mill 
stones, any ~uantity of gunpowder, or materials to be made into gunpowder, 
exceeding 401bs, upon paying or forfeiting all gunpowder so made at one time, 
and exceeding the said quantity of 401bs, and also 2 shillings for every pound of 
such gunpowder. 

IV. Provided all is, and be it further- enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
no person or persons shall liable to any prosecution under this Act, for using 
any pestle mill or mills in the making of gunpowder, or for making above the 
quantity of 40lbs of gunpowder at a time, under every single pair of mill stones 
in any one mill, till after the expiration of 1 year from the time of the 
commencement of this Act. 

V. Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
nothing in this Act contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to the 
powder mills at t~is time erected in the parishes of Battle, Crowhurst, 
Seddlescomb, and Brede, in the County of Sussex, so far as relates to the making 
of such fine fouling gunpowder only, as is Imown and dist:ingu:i.shed by the name of 
Battle powder. 
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VI. .And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no person or 
persons whatsoever shalL dry or cause to be dried, any one time, in any one stove 
or place, used for the drying of gunpowder, any quantity of gunpovlder exceeding 
40cwt, upon paying or forfeiting all gunpovlCler above the said quantity of 40cwt, 
and the sum of 2 shillings for every pound of such gunpowder. 

VII. .And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall not be 
lawful for any person or persons ivhatsoever to keep in any cODling house, d.rying 
house, dusting house, or other place, used for or in the rna.k.ing of gunpowder, or 
in any building adjoining or belonging thereto, (except magazines or storehouses 
constructed ivi th stone or brick, and situate 50 yards at least from the gunpowder 
mill or mills,) or any greater quantity of gunpowder than shall be necessary for 
the immediate work then carrying on in Sli.ch.~c0cl.ling house, drying house, dusting 
house, or other place used for or in the ~~ of gunpower, upon paying or 
forfeiting all the gunpowder kept above such necessary quantity, and the sum of 
2 shilling~ for every pound of such gunpowder. 

VIII. .And be it fu.rther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all and every 
person or persons, keeping or using any mill or mills, or otber engine or engines, 
for the rna.k.ing of gunp0i<Tder, shall besides the magazine or magazines, and store
houses, near their mills, have or provide a good and sufficient magazine or 
magazines, remote from their respective mills, for the purpose of receiving and 
safe keeping all the gunp0i<Tder made at such mill or mills, as soon as the same can, 
from time to time, be conveniently removed thereto, (i<Thich last mentioned 
magazine or magazines shall be i<Tell and substantially built with brick or stone, 
near the River Thames, and below Blackwall, or in some other convenient place to 
be liyensed by the Justices of the Peace, in manner hereiafter mentioned, ) upon 
paying ~uhat all and every person or persons making gunpowder, Vli thout having such 
magazine or magazines remote from their mills or other places :of making gunpoifder, 
shall forfeit the sum of £25 for every month during which such person or persons 
shall make gunp0i<Tder Vli thout having such magazine or magazines, and the sum of £5 
for every day during which he, she, or they (not being hindered by the stress of 
weather, or other justic pe&iment) sball Vlilfully neglect or delay removing, i<Tith 
due diligence, the gunpoio,T.der made at such mill or mills, from thence, or from the 
magazine or magazines, and storehouses adjoining thereto, to the magazine or 
magazines so to be situate remote from the mill. 

IX. Provided ahlays, and be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
no maker or makers of gunpowder shall be liable to any prosecution under this Act, 
for not having a magazine or magazines remote from the respective gunp0i<Tder mill 
or mills, till after the expiration of 1 year, from the time of the commencement 
of this Act. 

X. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all and every 
maker and makers of gunpowder, i<Tho shall keep, or permit to be kept, any charcoal 
within 20 yards of any mill or mills, or other engine or engines, for making 
gunpoivder, or of any drying, cooling, or dusting house, or magazine or storehouse 
thereto belonging, shall forfeit the sum of £5 for every i<Teek during i-lhich such 
charcoal shall be so kept. 

XI. .And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no person or 
per~ons shall have or keep, at anyone time, being a dealer or dealers in 
~i<Tder, more than 2001bs ·of gunpuwder; and not being such, more than 50lbs of 
gurlp1oi<Tder, in any house, mill, magazine, storehouse, warehouse, sho:p, cellar, 
yard, i<Tharf, or other building or place, occupied by the same :person or persons, 
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(all buildings and places adjoining to each other and occupied together, Qeing 
to be deemed 1 house or place within this Act, ) or on any river or other water, 
(except in carriages loading or unloading or passing on the land, ~ or in ships, 
boats, or vessels, loading or unloading, or passing on any river, or other water, 
or detained there by the tide or bad weather,) within the following limits; (that 
is to say,) within the cities of London or Westminster, or within 3 miles of 
ei ther them, or ",i thin any city, borough, or market town of Great Britain, or 
1 mile of the same, or \vi thin 2 miles of any Palace of House of residence of His 
present Majesty, his heirs or successors, or of Her present Majesty the Queen, 
or any Queen and Consort, or Dowager, or within 2 miles of any gunpowder 
magazine, belonging to His Majesty, his heirs or successors, or within ~ a mile 
of any Parish Church, or in any other part of Great Britain, (except in mills or 
other places which at the commencement of this Act shall be used for the making 
of gunpowder, and the magazines, storehouses, and offices near to adjoining and 
belonging, and in the places where it shall be la\dul to make gunpowder, or to 
keep greater or unlimited quantities of gunpowder, by force of the provisions 
hereinafter contained,) on paying or forfeiting all the gunpowder beyond the 
quanti ty hereby allowed to be kept, and the barrels in ",hich such gunpowder shall 
be; and also 2 shillings for every pound of gunpowder beyong such allowed quantity. 

XII. Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
it shall and may be lawful for any person or persons to keep, for the use of any 
mine or colliery, any quantity of gunpowder not exceeding 300lbs weight, in any 
magazine or warehouse, so as such magazine or warehouse be within 200 yards of 
the respective mine or colliery for the use of such gunpowder shall be kept, and 
also that such magazine:or warehouse be not within any of the limits hereinbefore 
particularly described. 

XIII. And whereas it may be necessary to have some places appointed, in which it 
may be lawful to erect nm.,r mills, or other engines, for malcing gunpowder, with 
proper magazines and offices adjoining thereto, and to have magazines for keeping 
unlimited quarrtities of gunpowder in places where there are no mills, be it 
therefore enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Justices of the Peace for each 
County, Dr otherTIivision, within Great Britain, at their general quarter sessions 
of the peace, upon application made to them by any person or persons, ( such 
person or persons having given notice in writing of the intention to make such 
application, as also of the place or places proposed for such purposes respectively, 
14 days before making it, to an overseer or church warden of the parish or place 
in vlhich it is proposed to erect or make any such new mill, and offices or 
magazine, or adjoining the parish, if the place shall be extra parochial; which 
overseer or church warden is hereby required to cause such notice to be publicly
read on the Sunday next ensuing, in the parish church after divine service,) from 
time to time, to licence the erecting or having of such mills for making gunpowder, 
and proper offices adjoining thereto or such magazines for keeping unlimited 
quantities of gunpowder in such places not being within London or Westminster, 
or any other limit within Great Britian, hereinbefore particularly described. 

xrv. And vlhereas it would be proper that ire ·determination of the said court of 
quarter sessions, on any such application, should not be final, but that any person 
or persons who shall be refused such licence or appointment by the said court of 
quarter sessions, should have an opportunity of bringing his or their case before 
the court of King! s funch, in order that the said court may finally hear and 
determine the same; be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in 
every case where the said court of quarter sessions shall Dn such application made 
as aforesaid, refuse to licence any such near mills and magazines for making and 
keeping gunpowder, or to appoint pieces of ground for magazines of gunpowder, 
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remote from any mills, it shall be lawful for all persons who may _think themselves 
aggrieves by such refusal, to apply to such court or ~uarter sessions for a 
special case thereupon; and the Justices then present shall, and are hereby 
required, to certify the special circumstances of the case in question, together 
with the proofs offered for and against the application, in order that the said 

·case and proceedings may be removed, by writ of Certiorari, into the court of 
King's Bench; and the said Justices shall, and they are hereby required, in their 
return to such writ of Certiorari, to satate such special case, to the end that 
the said court lUng's Bench may judge the real merits thereof; and if upon the 
whole matter it shall appear to the satisfaction of the said court of King's 
Bench that the Justices ought not to have refused the said licence or appointment, 
then, and in such case, the said court shall have power, and is hereby directed 
to mruce an order upon the said Justices to grant such licence, or make such 
appointment, without any fresh application, at their next general quarter 
sessions of the peace; andoto be incurred by reason of such writ of Certiorari, 
shall be a\varded according to the discretion of the said court M King's Bench. 

xv. Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted, That no person shall be 
liable to pay penalty or prosecution under this Act, for keeping unlimited 
quanti ties of gunpowder, without such licences of the Justices, in '.any magazine 
apart and remote from any gunpowder mill, and already built and used for that 
purpose, in any place not being within London and Westminster, and the other 
limits within Great Britain hereinbefore particularly described, until the 
expiration of 6 calendar months after an adjudication by the Justices of the Peace 
for the County of other Division, in which such magazine shall be, at their 
general quarter sessions of the peace, that the same is dangerous; it being hereby 
declared that they shall not have authority to make any such adjudication, 
except on complaint made to them of any such magazine, by some householder of the 
parish or place in which the magazine shall be, and after due summons of the mmer 
or owners of the magazine complained of, to answer such complaints; and after such 
examination on oath the witnesses produced, to support or invalidate mlch 
complaint; and also that no person shall be liable, at any time, any penalty or 
prosecution whatsoever, for keeping unlimited quantities of gunpOlvder, without 
such licence of the Justices of Peace, in any magazine erected by appointment of 
the Justices of the Peace, under the power given to them by any of the former Acts 
regulating the keeping and carriage of gunpowder. 

XVI. And whereas by this Act the mrucers of gunpowder will be liable to panalties 
for not having magazines remote from their mills and in some cases they may not 
be able to agree for the purchase of pieces of ground proper for such magazines; 
be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the Justices of the Peace 
for each County or upper Division within Great Britain, shall on application made 
to them at their general quarter sessions of the peace, by any maker or makers of 
gunpowder, from time to time, the point proper and convenient pieces of ground, 
(not being ,>Ii thin London or '"estminster, or any other limits of Great Britain, 
hereinbefore particularly described, and not exceeding 1 acre in any one place,) 
with the use of convenient road thereto, on which pieces so to be appointed, such 
makers of gunpowder may erect magazines for keeping gunpowder in any quantity, 
a:t:ter having agreed with the owner on such grounds for the purchase of the same; 
and if any such owner shall not agree, or by reason of any pediment cannot so agree, 
such Justices shall issue a warrant to the Sheriff of the County, or other officer 
having return of writs within their jurisdiction, to empower and return before 
them at such time and places as shall be appointed by such warrant, a sufficient 
jury, who, upon their oaths, to be administered by the said Justices, shall 
enquire into the true value of the said pieces of ground, with the use of such 
convenient roads thereto, and their verdict shall be kept with the records of the 
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said sessions respectively; and the judgement of the said Justices thereon shall 
be final and conclusive to all parties; and for that end the said Justices shall 
have power to send for any persons interested, and to examine any parti9s or 
witnesses upon oath; and the sums of money so to be assessed and adjudged not 
exceeding 30 years of purchase shall be paid to the owners of the said land, 
according to their respective interest therein, in such proportions and shall be 
adjudged by the said Justices; and such payment, or in case of refusal to 
accept the money, then upon leaving the same with the J"ustices, for the benefit 
of the owners, the inheritance of the said ground, and the use of the said roads 
thereto, shall be vested in the purchases thereof, theirs heirs and assigns, for 
the purpose aforesaid and not othervlise. 

XVII. And whereas leases or agreements for leases may have been made of 
magazines or other places for keeping gunpowder, and, in consequence of this Act, 
it may become unlawful to keep unlimi ted quantities of gunpm-Tder in some of such 
mag~zines or places; be it therefore enacted, That in every such case it shall 
and may be lawful for the lessee or tenant of any such magazine "or place for 
keeping gunpowder, to make void any such lease or agreement, upon giving 3 calendar 
months notice in writing to the lessor or owner for such magazine or place, of the 
desire of the tenant to have such lease or agreement determined, and upon paying 
to such lessor or owner all rents and sums of money which shall become due for the 
same, to the time of determination limited in sUch notice, and upon performing 
all covenants and agreements on the part of the lessee or tenant to that time . 

XVIII. And be it further enacted, That no person or persons shall have or convey 
at any one time witbin Great Britain more than 25 barrels of gunpowder, in any 
wagon, cart, or other carriage by land, or more than 200 barrels of gunpowder, in 
any barge, boat, or other vessel by water, (except in vessels with gunpowder 
imported from, or to be exported to, any place beyond the sea, or going postwise,) 
and all gunpowder conveyed on land or water, (except in such vessels for importation 
or exportation of gunpowder, or going coastwise,) shall be in barrels close joined 
and hooped, without any iron about them, and so secured that no part of the 
gunpowder be scattered in the passage; and each barrel shall contain no more than 
100lbs of gunpowder; and when conveyed by land it shall be entirely enclosed in a 
leather bag, or a bag commonly called a salt petre bag; and every carriage in 
which gunpowder shall be conveyed by land, it shall have a complete covering of 
wood, painted cloth, tarpaulin, or wadmill-tilts, over all the gunpowder therein 
contained: and also no gunpowder shall be conveyed in any barge, boat, upper 
vessel by water, (except in vesse~with gunpowder imported, or to be exported in 

1m manner of aforesaid, for coastwise, ) that had not pa;y . close deck; and soon as 
any gunpowder is put on board such vessel, all such gunpowder shall be covered 
with raw hides or ta~aulins; and all gunpowder which shall be carried or conveyed, 
(except in such vessels with gunpowder for importation or exportation aforesaid, 
or going coastwise,) within any part of Great Britain, in greater quantity, or in 
other manner than is hereinbefore prescribed, and the barrels in '-Thich such 
gunpowder shall be, may be seized by any person or persons who shall have the same 
authority to remove such gunpowder and barrels, and to use for that purpose, 
during the space of 24 hours after seizure, the carriage or vessel in which such 
gunpowder shall be seized, and the tackling, beasts, and accoutrements belonging 
thereto, on terms of paying a recompense for the use thereof; and to detain such 
gunpowder and barrels as is hereinafter given to persons searching Under a 
warrant of a Justince of the Peace; and such seizures shall be for his, her, or 
their own use, on conviction of the offender or offenders. 

XIX. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That when any boat, 
barge, or vessel, having stale, condemned, returned gunpowder on board, arrives at 
the wharf, key, or other place where the same is intended to be landed, no 
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persons shall begin to unload, or shall bring down to such wharf, key, or other 
place, with intent to load in such vessel any other gunpowder, until the whole, 
or part of such stale, condemned, or returned gunpowder, be first unloaded and 
carried away from such wharf, key, or other place of landing; and after such 
unloading and carrying away part of such gunpowder, no person or persons shall 
begin to load, or shall bring down, with· intent to load, any greater quantity 
of other gunpowder and the part unloaded carried away, on paying or forfeiting 
all such gunpowder as shall be so brought down or loaded contrary to the 
aforesaid provision. 

xx. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person or 
persons, having the care or management of any barge, boat, or other vessel 
whatsoever, (except ships or vessels Iii th gunpOl<lder on board imported from, or to 
be exported to places beyond sea, or going coastwise), loaded with gunpowder, or 
any other person on board the same, shall bring, have, or use, or permit any 
person or persons to bring, have, or use any charcoal or other combustible matter, 
or any fire or lighted candle, or shall smoak, or wittingly perr.rti.t any person to 
smoak, on board the same, all and every such person rnd persons shall forfeit the 
sum of £5. 

XXI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no person or 
persons having in the care of any l<lagon, cart, or other carriage, used for the 
conveyance of gunpOl<lder by land, shall, after beginning to· place or l oad therein 
any quantity of gunpowder, or beginning' to unload the same thereout, stock or 
stay at any place of loading, or in the loading or unloading, suffer any longer 
time to pass with the use of all due diligence shall be reasonably necessary for 
the purpose of loading or unloading; and no person or persons having the charge 
or care of any barge, boat, or other vessel used for the conveyance of gunpowder 
by· water, ~xcept in the case of vessels loading for importation or exportation of 
gunpowder to or from places beyond the sea, or going coastwise), shall, after 
beginning to load or unload any quantity of gunpowder, stock or stay at any wharf, 
key, or other place of loading, or in the loading or unloading thereof suffer aD~ 
longer time to pass than ,.;i th the use of all due diligence shall be reasonably 
necessary for the purpose or loading or unloading, not exceeding 18 hours, unless 
hindered by the weather; and every such barge, boat, or vessel, (except such 
vessels as aforesaid), having so completed her loading shall depart from the place 
of loading under a course be first ensuing the tide, unless hindered by stress 
of ,.;eather, or other just impediment; and no person shall load, taking, carry, or 
convey, in any wagon, cart, or other land carraige JabaIM-"'Wi.ih gunpowder, or in any 
barge, boat, vessel labelled ,iith gunpowder, on any river, (except in the case of 
vessels labelled with gunpowder for importation from, or exportation to, places 
beyond sea, or going coastliise), any other laiding of any kind whatsoever; and 
all and every person and persons offending against any of the aforesaid provisions 
for loading and unloading, shall, for each offence, forfeit the sum of £10. 

XXII. Provided always, and be it f'urther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
none of the aforesaid provisions for, or relative to, the conveyance of gunpowder, 
or the loading or unloading thereof, shall extend to any other wagon, cart, or a 
land carriage, or any other barge, boat, or vessel, then such as sh.all be loaded 
withj employed in, conveying a quantity of gunpOl<lder exceeding 100lbs weight. 

XXIII. And, for the more easy discovery of the making, keeping, carriage of 
gunpowder contrary to the provisions hereinbefore made, be it further enacted, That 
it shall be lawf'ul for any Justice of the Peace of any County, or upper Division 
within Great Britain, in which gunpowder is suspected to be made, kept, or carried, 
contrary to this Act, on demand made, and that reasonable cause assigned upon oath 
by any person or persons, to issue a warrant or I.;arrants, under his hand and seal, 
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for searching, in the daytime, any house, mill, magazine, storehouse, warehouse, 
shop, cellar, yard, wharf, or other place, or any carriage, ship, boat, or 
vessel, in which such gunpowder is suspected to be made, kept, or carried, 
contrary to this Act; and that all gunpowder found upon ,such search to be made, 
kept, or carried, contrary to this Act, and also the gunpowder barrels, shall 
be immediately seized of a searcher or searchers, who shall, with all convenient 
speed after the seizure, remove such gunpowder and barrels in which it shall be, 
to such proper places as they, in conformity to the restrictions of this Act, 
shall think fit; and in the case of any such gunpowder seized in any carriage or 
vessel, may use for the purpose of removal, during the space of 24 hours after 
the seizure, to such carriage or vessel, with the tackling, beasts, accoutrements 
belonging to, (paying afterwards to the owner or owners thereof as sufficient 
recompense for the use thereof, to be settled by Justices before whom the 
complaint shall be heard, after the sei "ZlITe; and in case of non-P8\YlIlent, 
immediately after settlement by such Justices, to be recoverable by distress and 
sale of the parties goods and chattels, as is hereinafter directed concerning 
the pecuniary penalties of this Act); and may detain such gunpowder and the 
barrels in '\'ihich i t shall be, till it shall be adjudged, on a hearing before 
any tvlO or more such Justices, vThere the same shall be forfeited; and such 
searcher or searchers, seizer of seizers, shall not be liable to any suit for such 
detainer, or for any loss of or damage which may happen to the said gunpo"Tder or 
barrels, other than by the lawfUl acts or neglects of them, or the persons with 
"'hom they shall entrust the keeping thereof. 

XXIV. And, for security of the grea·~ number of ships and vessels lying in the 
River Thames, and of the doele yards, wharfs, and buildings, on the sides of the 
Thames above Elac.bTall, be it further enacted, That no master or commander of 
any ship or other vessel lying in the Thames, and out"lard bound shall receive, or 
permit to be received, on board any such ship or vessel more than 25lbs of 
gunpowder, (except fut" ,iJae!ling 's service) before the arrival of such ship or vessel 
at, over-against, or below Elackwall; and that the master or commander of every 
ship or vessel coming into the River Thames, shall (except in the case of 
gunpowder for the King's service) put on shore in proper places, in the 
confonni ty to the restrictions of this Act, all the gunpovTder on board such ship 
or vessel above the quantity of 251bs, either before the arrival of such ship or 
vessel at Elacbmll, or within 24 hours, (if the ,·mather shall pe:L'mit), after 
coming to an anchor there, or to the place of unloading there, and shall not 
afterwards have on board more than 25lbs of gunpOl-lder, (except for the King's 
service), on paying or forfeiting for every offence, in any of the said cases, 
all the gunpowder found on board above the '\'might of 251bs, and the barrels in 
which such gunpo,.,der shall be, and also 2 shillings for every pound of gunpowder 
above the quantity of 251bs. 

xxv. And, for the better discorvery of masters or commanders of in"Tard or 
out''lara bound ships, who shall have gunpovTder in their ships or vessels in the 
Thames contrary to this Act, be it further enacted, That the master warden, and 
assistance for the corporation of the Trinity Hause of Deptford StrQnd, in the 
County of Kent, for the time being, shall, from time to time, to appoint one or 
more person or persons, a searcher or searchers for unlavTful quantities of 
gunpowder in ships or other vessels in the River Thames, ,.,rhich person or persons, 
so appointed, or hereby authorised, at any time betvleen sun rising and S1.m setting, 
to enter aIJY ship or vessel (except His Majesty's ships) in the River Thames 
above Elackwall, and to search the same for unla,.,rf'ul quantities of gunpovTder, and 
also shall have the same po,.,ers of seizing, removing to proper places, and 
deta.ining all such unlawfUl quanti ties of gunpowder found on board any such ship 
or vessel, and the barrels in which such gunpOl.,rder shall be, as are hereinbefore 
given to persons searching for unlawful quanti ties of gunpovlder under \-Tarrant of 
the Justice of the Peace. 



-8-

XXVI. .And be it further enacted, That all penalties created by this Act, shall 
be recoverable before ~'o or more Justices of the Peace for the County or other 
Division in which the offence shall be committ ed, or proof of the offence, by 
the oath or oaths of one or more dredible "litnesses or ,..,itness, or on confession 
of the offender; and one moiety of each penalty shall belong to Bis Majesty, 
his heirs or successors, and the ' other moiety thereof to the informer or 
informers prosecuting for the same; and "There the penalty shall be peC'l.ll'l.iary, in 
case of non-payment, it shall be levied by distress and sale of the offenders 
goods and chattels, by warrant under the hands and seals of such Justices; and · 
the overplus of the money raised, after deducting the penalty, and the expenses 
of the distress and the sale, shall be rendered to the owner; and for '-lant of 
sufficient distress, the offender shall be sent, by such Justices, to the house 
of correction, there to be-kept to hard labour for any time not exceeding 6 
months, nor less than 3 months, as such Justices shall think most proper. 

XXVII. And be it further enacted, That no person shall be liable to any 
prosecution for any offence against this Act, unless such prosecution shall be 
commenced within 14 days after seizure of the gunpo''lder, or commission 'of the 
offence, where there shall not be any sei~e; and that if any suit or action 
shall be prosecuted in England, against any person or persons for anything done 
in pursuance of this Act such person or persons may plead the general issue, may 
give this Act, or the special matter in evidence, and any trial to be add 
thereupon, and that the same was done by authority of this Act; and if a person 
shall pass for the defendant or defendants, or the plaintiff or plaintiffs shall 
become nonsuit, or discontinue his, her, or their action or actions after issue 
joined, or if upon demurrer, or otheri-Tise, judgement shall be given against the 
plaintiff of plaintiffs, the defendant or defendants shall recover treble costs, 
and have the like remedy for the. 'same, as any defendants have ' by lavl in other 
cases. 

XXVIII. And be it further enacted, That all actions suits, and prosecutions, 
t o be commenced in England, against any person or persons, f or anything to be 
done in pursuance of thi s Act, shall be l aid and tried in the count y or place 
'vhere the act Has commit ted, and shall be commEn ced "rithin 6 calendar months 
after the fact cormni tted, and not otheI'1-1ise. 

XXIX. Provided alivays, and be it further enacted, That this Act shall not 
extend, or be any Hays construed to ext end, to any mills or other buildi ngs 
erect ed, or which may hereafter be erected, f or t he purpose of makip~ gunpowder, 
in any lands belonging to His Majesty, his heirs or successors, or to the keeping 
of gunpowder or any storehouse or magazine belonging to His Majesty, his heirs or 
successors, or to hinder the trial of gunp01vder by His !1ajesty I s officers, and is 
usual, for the service of His 11ajesty, his heirs or successors, or to the 
keeping of gunpmlder at the magazines that nOvl erected for that purpose, of 
Earking, Creeks Mouth, in the County of Essex and Erith Level, in the County of 
Kent, or to the: keeping' of gunp01'lder of the magazines or storehouses now erected 
near Liverpool, in the County of Lancaster, or the City of Eristol, or t o the 
carriage of gunpoi'lder, t o or from the Kingfs magazine, under a special and expressed 
order of the Kingls Eoard of Ordnance; such order to contain the quantity of 
gunpoHder so to be carr ied, and the time for ,.,hich such ordnance shall be enforced; 
or t o t he carriage of gunp01"der ,.,ith 'forces on their march, or with the militia, 
during t heir annual exercise; or vThich shall be sent for the use of such forces 
or militias . 

XXX . Provided also, and be it further enacted, that this present Act shall not 
extend to hinder any person or persons from- earrying or conveying an UL~limited 
quantity of gunpowder, in such cloSe decked vessels, and manner as hereinbefore 
directed, from any ships or vessels lying belo';, Elacblall, to any of the 
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magazines for gunpowder, so situate belo"T :SlacbTall, or from such magazines to 
any ships or vessels lying below :Slacb/all, and going to any place beyond sea, 
or coast'·lise. 

XXXI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Act shall 
commence, and begin to be enforced, on the 1st day of July, One Thousand Seven 
Hundred and Seventy-Two; and from and immediately after the commencement 
thereof, an Act made of the last session of this present Parliament, (entitled, 
An Act for reducing into one Act of Parliament several laws relating to the 
keeping and carriage of gunpovlder, and for the more effectually preventing 
mischiefs, by keeping or carrying gunpO'\vder into great quantities ) , and all form 
of statutes so far as they relate to the keepil~ and carriage of gunpowder, shall 
be and the same are hereby repealed. 



1770 ACT 11 GEORGE III C.35 

An Act for reducing into one Act of Parliament the several laws relating to 
the keeping and carriage of gunpowder, and for more effectually preventing 
mischiefs by keeping or carrying gunpowder into great quantities. 

Whereas the several Acts which regulate the keeping and carriage of gunpowder 
within England are defective, and require amendment, and the reducing of them 
into one law would facilitate their execution: and whereas there is, at 
present, no provision for regulating the keeping and carriage of gunpowder in 
Scotland: be it therefore enacted by the King's most excellent Majesty, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Lords 0{ spiritual and temporal, and 
Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, That no person or persons shall have or keep, at anyone time, being a 
dealer or dealers in gunpowder, more than 200lrnof gunpowder, and not being 
such, more than 50lbs cl' gunpowder, in any houge, mill, magazine, storehouse, 
warehouse, shop, cellar, yard, wharf, or other building or place, occupied by 
the same person or persons, (all buildings and places adjoining to each other, 
and occupied together, being to be deemed one house or place within this Act) 
or on any river or other water, except in carriages loading or unloading, or 
passing on the land, or in ships, boats, or vessels loading or unloading, or 
passing on any river or any other water, or detained there by the tide or bad 
weather, within the fol lowing limits; that is to say, within 'the cities of 
London or Westminster, or wi thin 3 miles of either of them; or "./i thin any City, 
Borough, or market town of Great Britain, or within 1 mile of the same: or 
within 2 miles of-any palace or house of residence of his present Majesty, his 
heirs or successors, or of her present Majesty the Queen, or any QMeen Consort 
or Dowager; or within 1 mile of any gunpowder magazine belonging to His Majesty , 
his heirs or successors; or within ~ mile of any parish church; or in any 
other part of Britain, (except in places where it shall be lawful to keep 
unlimited quantities of gunpowder by force of the provisions hereinafter_ 
contained) 9l1PWi ng or forfeiting all the gunpowder in specie beyond the quantity 
hereby allowed to be kept, and the barrels in which such ~npowder shall be, 
and also 1 shilling for every pound of gunpowder beyond such allowed quantity. 

II. And, in order to provide the safe carriage of gunpowder, be it further 
enacted, That no person or persons shall have or convey, at anyone time, within 
Great Britain, more than 2,0001b of gunpowder in any wagon, cart or other 
carriage, by land, or more than 5,0001bsof gunpowder in any barge, boat, or 
other vessel, by water (except in vessels with gunpowder on board, imported 
from or to be exported to any place beyond sea); and all gunpowder conveyed on 
land or water (except in such vessels for importation or exportation of 
gunpowder, as aforesaid) shall be in barrels close j oined and hooped, without 
any iron about them and so secured ,that no part of the gunpowder be scattered 
in the passage, and each barrel shal l contain no more than 100lbsof gunpowder; 
and, when conveyed by land, shall be entirely enclosed in a leather bag, or a 
bag commonly called a salt petre bag; and every carriage or vessel ( except such 
vessels as aforesaid), in which gunpowder shall be conveyed by land or water 
shall have a complete covering of wood, painted cloth, tarpaulin, or wadmill
tilts, over all flat part of the carriage or vessel in which the gunpowder 
barrels ' shall be placed, and all gunpowder which shall be carried or conveyed 
(except in such vessels for importation or exportation of gunpowder as aforesaid) 
within any part of Great Britain, in greater quantity or in other manner that 
is herein before prescribed; and the barrels in which such gunpowder shall be, 
may be seized by any person or persons, who shall have the same authority to 
remove such gunpowder and barrels" and to use for that purpose, (during the 
space of 24 hours after seizt~e ) the carriage or vessel in which such gunpowder 
shall be seized, and the tackli~ beasts, and accoutrements belonging thereto, on 
the terms of paying a recompense for the use thereof, and to detain such 
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gunpowder and barrels as is hereinafter given to persons searching under a 
warrant of a Justice of the Peace; and such seizure shall be? for his, her? 
or their own use, on conviction of the offender or offenderso 

III. And, for the more easy discovery of the keeping and carriage of gunpowder? 
contrary to the provisions hereinbefore made; be it further enacted, That it 
shall be lawful for any Justice of the Peace of the County or other Division 
within Great Britain? in which gunpowder is suspected to be kept or carried, 
contrary to this Act, on demand made, and a reasonable cause assigned, upon 
oath by any person or persons, to issue a warrant or warrants under his hand 
and seal, for searching in the daytime any houses, storehouses, warehousesv 
shops? cellars, yards? wharfs, or other places, or any carriages, ships, boatsv 
or other vessels? in which such gunpowder is suspected to be kept or carried? 
contrary to this Act; and that all gunpowder found upon such search, to be kept 
or carried contrary to this Act, and also the gunpo,fder barrels 9 " shall be 
immediately seized by the searcher or searchers, who shall with all convenient 
speed, after the seizure, remove such gunpowder and the barrels in which it 
shall be, to such proper places as they, in conformHy to the restrictions of 
this Act, shall think most convenient; and in the case of any such gunpowder 
seized in carriage or vessel, may use for the purpose of removal, during the 
space of 24 hours after seizure, such carriage or vessel? with the tackling? 
beasts, and accoutrements belong thereto, paying afterwards to the owner or 
owners thereof a sufficient recompelwe for the use thereof, to be settled by 
the Justices before whom the complaint shall be heard, after the seizure; and 
in case of non-payment, immediately after settlement for such justices to be? 
to be recoverable by distresses and sale of the parties, goods, and chattels, 
as in hereafter directed, concerning the pecuniary panalties of this Act, and 
may detain such gunpower, and the barrels ' in which it shall be, till it 
shall be adjudged whether the same shall be forfeited, and shall not be liable 
to any suit for such detainer, or for any loss of or damage which may happen? 
to the said gunpowder or barrelS" other than by the wilful Acts or neglecting 
them, or the persons with whom they shall entrust the keeping thereof o 

IV. And whereas it may be necessa~J to have some places appointed, in which 
it may be lawful to erect or mruce new mills for ma~ing, and magazine for 
storehouses for keeping, unlimited quantities of gunpowder: be it therefore 
enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Justices of the Peace of each Countyv 
or other Division within Great Britain, at their general quarter sessions of 
the peace, upon application made to them by any person or persons (SUCh pers on 
or persons having given notice in writing of the intention to ma~e such 
application, 14 days before making it, to an overseer or church \ .. arden of the 
parish or place in which it is proposed to erect or make any such new mill, 
magazine, or st or ehouse, or of rul adjoining parish, if the place shall be extra 
paroochial, which overseer or church 'darden is hereby required to cause such 
notice to publicly read on the Sunday next ensuing , in the parish church after 
divine service ), from time to time, t o licence the erecting or making of such 
mills, magazines , or s::orehouses, for making or keeping unlimited quanti ties 
gunpowder in su ch places, not being within London or Westmins t er , or any upper 
limi ts vIi thin Great Britain, hereinbefore particularly described, as to such 
justices shall appear most proper for that purpose. 

V. Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted, That no person shall be 
liable to any penalty or prosecution under this Act, for keeping unlimited 
quanti ties of gunpowder, vIi thout such licences of the Justice , in any magazine 
or storehouse already built o~ used for that p~pose, in any place not being 
within London and Westminster, and the upper limits within Great Britain, 
hereinafter before particularly described,untJl the expiration of 6 calendar 
months after an adjucation by the ,Justices of the Peace, for the County or 
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upper division, in which any such magazine or storehouse shall be, at theri 
general quarter sessions of the peace, that the same is dangerou.s (it being' 
hereby declared they shall not have authority to make any such adjudication, 
except on complaint made to them of any such magazine or storehouse, by some 
householder of the parish or place in which the magazine or storehouse shall 
be; and, after due summons of the owner or owners of the magazine or storehouse ; 
complained of, to anSvler such complaint and examination, on oath that the 
witnesses produce to support or invalidate such complaint), and also that no 
person shall be liable any any time to any penality or prosecution whatsoever , 
for keeping unlimited quantities of gunpowder without such licence of the 
Justices of the Peace, in any magazllle or storehouse erected by appointment ·of 
the Justices of Peace under the power given to them, by any of the former Acts 
regulating the keeping and carriage of gunpowdero 

VI. And whereas leases, or agreements for leases, may have been made of 
magazines, storehouses, or other places keeping gunpowder, and, .in consequence 
of the fact, it may become unlawful to keep unlimited quantities of gunpowders 
in some of such magazines, storehouses, or places; be it therefore enacted, 
That in every such case it shall and may be la\vful for the lessee or tenant of 
any such magazine, storehouse, or place for keeping gunpowder, to mruce void any 
such lease or agreement, upon giving 3 calendar months notice in \vriting to the 
lessor or owner of such mag-dzine, storehouse, or place, of the desire of' the 
tenants who have such lease or agreement determined; and upon paying to such 
lessor or owner, all rent and sums of money which shall become due for the same, 
to the time of determination limited in such notice, and upon performan±llg all 
covenants and agreements on the part of the lessee or tenant to that time o 

VII. And, for securing of the great number of ships and vessels lying in the 
River Thames, and of the dock yards, wharfs, and buildings, on the side of the 
Thames above Blackwall; be it further enacted, That no master or commanders of 
any ship or other vessel, lying in the Thames, and outward bound, shall receive 
or permit to be received on board any such ship or vessel, more than 25lbsof 
gunpowder (except for the King1s service) before arrival of such ship or vessel 
at, over - against or below Blackwall; and that the master or commander of every 
ship or vessel coming into the River Thames, shall (except in the case of 
gunpo\vder for the King1s service) put on shore in proper places, in conformity 
to the restrictions of this Act, all the gunpowder on board such ship or vessel, 
above the quantity of 251bs either before the arrival of such ship or vessel at 
Blackwall, or within 24 hours (if the weather shall permit) after coming to an 
anchor there, to the place of unloading there, and shall not afterwards have on 
board 251bs of gunpm,rder, (except for the King1s service) on paying or forfeiting, 
for every offence in any of these said cases, all the gunpowder found on board 
above the weight of 251l:Ej and the barrells in which such gunpowder shall be, also 
1 shilling for every pound of gunpowder above the quantity of 251b. 

VIII. And, for the better discovery of masters or commanders of inward or outward 
bound ships, \vho shall have gunpowder in their ships or vessels in the Thames, 
contrary to this Act, be it further enacted, that the master, warden and assist~nce 
of the corporation of the Trinity House of .Deptford Stroud, in the County of Kent, 
f or the time being shall, from time to time, appoint 1 or more person or persons, 
a searcher or searchers, for unlawful quantities of gunpowder in ships or other 
vessels in the Thames ; which person or persons, so appointed, Qr hereby authorise<i, 
at any time bet\veen sun- rising and sun setting, to enter any ship or vessel 
(except His Majesty1s) in the River Thames above Blackwall, and to search the same 
for unlawful quantities of gunpowder; and also shall have the same powers for 
.seizing, removing to proper places, and detaining all such unlavlful quanti ties of 
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gunpowder found on board any such ship or vessel, and the barrels 
gunpovlder shall be, as are hereinbefore given to persons searching 
quantities of gunpowder under a warrant of a Justice of the Peace. 

in which such 
f or unlawful 

IX. And be it further enacted, That all penalties created by this Act shall be 
recove~ble before two or more Justices of the Peace for the County or other 
Division in which the offence shall be committed, on proof of the offence by the 
oath or oaths of one or more credible Hitnesses or witness, or on confession of 
the offender, and shall belong to the informer or informers prosecuting for the 
same; and where the penalty shall be pec·uniary in case of non-payment, it shall 
be levied by distress and sale of the offenders goods,and chattels, by warrant 
under the hands and seals of such Justices; and the overplus of the money raised 
after deducting for penality and the expenses and distress and sale, shall be 
rendered to the owner; and for want of sufficient distress the offender shall be 
sent by such Justices to the House of Correction, there to be kept to hard labour 
any time not exceeding 3 months nor less than 1 month, as such J~stices shall 
think most proper. 

X. And be it further enacted, That no person shall be liable to any prosecution 
for any offence against this Act, unless such prosucuti on shall be commit within 
14 days after seizure of the gunpo,vder, or commission of the offence 'IThere there 
shall not be any seizure; and that if any suit or action shall be prosecuted in 
England against any person or persons for anything done in pvxsuance of this Act, 
such person or persons may plead t he general issue, and give this Act for the 
special matter in evidence that any trial to be add thereupon, and that the same 
was done by authority of this Act; ~~d if a verdict shall pass for the defendant 
or defendants, or the plaintiff or plaintiffs shall become nonsuit, or discontinue 
his, her, or their action or actions after issue joined; and if, on demurrer or 
otherwise judgement shall be given against the plaintiff or plaintiffs, the 
defendant or defendants shall recover treble costs, and have the like remedy for 
the same as any defendant have by law in other cases. 

XI. And be it further enacted, That all act i ons, suits, and prosecutions, to be 
commenced in England against any person or persons for anything to be done in 
pursuance of this Act shall be laid and tri ed in the County or Place \-There the 
fact was committed. And shall be commenced within 6 calendar months after the 
fact committed, and not otherwise. 

XII. Provided always, that be if further enacted, That this Act shall not extend 
to any storehouse - mill or magazine belonging to his Majesty, his heirs or 
successors, wherein gunpowder or other stores, shall be kept; or to hinder the 
trial of gunpowder by Ills Majesty 's Officers, as is usual for the service of HiS 
Majesty, his heirs or successors; or to any mill belonging to private persons 
already built, and used for m~cing gunpowder; or to any storehouses, magazines , 
or other offices, near or adjoining such mills; or to the magazines erected for 
keeping gunpowder at Barking Creeks Mouth, in the County of Essex, and Erith Level, 
in the County of Kent; or to the magazines or storehouses now erected near Liverpool, 
in the County of Lancaster, or the City of Bristol; or to the carriage of gunpowder 
to or from .the King's magazines under an order of the King's Board of Ordnance, or 
,vi th forces on their march. 

XIII. And be it further enacted, That this Act shall begin to have force on the 
1st day of August, One Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy One; and that from and 
immediately after the commencement thereof , an Act made in the fifth year of His 
late Majesty King George I, entitled, an Act for preventing the mischiefs \-Thich 
may happen by keeping too great quantities of gunpowder in .or near the cities of 
London and Westminster , or the suburbs thereof; and also an Act made in the 
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11th year of His late Majesty King George I, entitled an Act for aking more 
effectual an Act pass8~in the 5th year of His J1ajesty's reign, entitled and Act 
for preventing the mischeifs which may happen on keeping too great quantities of 
gunpowder in or near the cities of London and Westminster, or the suburbs thereof; 
and also so much of aD Act made in the 5th year of His late Majesty King George II, 
titled an Act for the better regulation and government of pilots licensed by the 
corporation of Trinity House for j)eptford Stroud in the County of Kent; and to 
prevent mischiefs and annoyances upon the River Thames below London Bridge, as 
relates to the having and searching for the gunpowder on board ships or vessels in 
the Thames at or below Blackwall; and also an Act made in the15th year of His 
late Majesty King George II, entitled, an Act for preventing the mischiefs which 
may happen by keeping dangerous quantities of gunpowder in or near the cities of 
London and Westminster; and also an Act made in the 22nd year of His said late 
Majesty King II, entitled, an Act to prevent the mischiefs which may happen by 
keeping too great quantities of gunpowder in anyone place, or carrying too great 
quantities of gunpowder together from one place to another, shall be, and the 
same are hereby repealed. 



GUNPOWDER ACT 1860 

I . Repealed 9 and 10 William II c7j 5 GIl c12(I)j 12 GIll c61 . 

II . Manufactur e to take place only in a licensed place . 

Limited quantities that could be worked on in a single mill , 
corning house etc. 

Limited total quantities in buildings (working) 

Magazines must be provided of well and substantial construction 
of brick or stone. 

Magazines must be licensed . 

All finished powder to be removed diligently to magazine . 

Stores and magazines must be fitted with lightning conductors . 

III. Occupiers of existing magazines not meeting 140 yds safety 
distance may present a Memorial to the Secretary of State 
showing why it is impracticable or otherwise that the distance 
of 140 yds cannot or should not be met. 

IV. Penalties. 

V. No charcoal must be kept within 20 yds of a mill etc. 

VI. Licence required for manufacture of percussion caps, ammunition , 
fireworks, fulminating mercury, and other preparations of 
equally explosive power . 

VII . 

VIII. 

IX . 

X. 

The following distances must be kept from dwelling places or 
places of employment: 

Percussion caps 
Ammunition 
Fireworks 
FUlminating Mercury etc 

50 yds 
100 yds 

50 yds 
100 yds 

Licences r equired for keeping more than a minimum quantity of 
the above explosives. 

Lays down conditions of manufacture, safety distances, and 
quantities to be kept . 

Penalties . 

Fireworks , licence for sale, no sale to people under 16. 

Throwing f ireworks in street . 

JP at QUarter Sessions shall licence factories and magazines 
for gunpowder . 
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XI. JP at Quarter Sessions shall licence factories and magazines 
for ammunition etc. 

XII. 14 days notice of intent required when applying for licence. 

XIII. 

XIV. 

XV. 

XVI. 

XVII. 

XVIII. 

In England this shall be given to the Church Warden of the 
Parish, in Scotland to a Schoolmaster, and in Ireland to 
the Clerk of the Union. 

Notice to be fixed on door or wall of church. 

JPs may put conditions on licence for structures, mounds etc. 

Appeal to Secretary of State. 

Rules shall be made by owners of factories and magazines. 

Penalties for doing dangerous things in mills etc. . 

Secretary of State may authorise Inspector to see if regula
tion are obeyed. 

Dealers shall not keep more than 200 lb of gunpowder. 

A non-dealer shall not keep more than 50 Ib of gunpowder. 

XIX. Mines, quarries etc may keep up to 4000 Ib of gunpowder. 

XV. Conveyance. Not more than 30 barrels to be conveyed unless 
in specially-constructed van then 40 barrels may be conveyed 
with no more than 100 Ib of gunpowder per barrel. 

XXI. Condemned powder. 

XXII. No smoking or lights. 

XXIII. Undue delay in loading gunpowder. 

XXIV. Only applies to more than 100 Ib of gunpowder. 

xxv. JPs may issue search warrants for gunpowder. 

XXVI. Vessels in Thames. 

XXVII. Vessels in Thames. 

XXVIII. Penalties. 

XXIX. Ireland. 

xxx. Crown Exemption. 

XXXI. Crown Exemption. 

XXXII. Proof House exemption. 
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XXXIII. Below Blackwall. 

xxxv. 
XXXVI. Definitions etc. 
XXXVII. 

GUNPOWDER ACT 1862 

Sections 25 and 27 of the Gunpowder Act 1860 apply to other explosiveso 
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1770 ACT -11 GEORGE III C. 35 

An Act for reducing into one Act of Parliament the several laws relating to 
the keeping and carriage of gunpowder, and for more effectually preventing 
mischiefs by keeping or carrying gunpowder into great qurultities. 

Whereas the several Acts which regulate the keeping and carriage of gunpowder 
within England are defective , and require amendment, and the reducing of them 
into one law would facilitate their execution: and whereas there is, at 
present, no provision for regulating the keeping and carriage of gunpowder in 
Scotland: be it therefore enacted by the King's most excellent Majesty, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Lords of spiritual and temporal, and 
Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, That no person or persons shall have or keep, at anyone time, being a 
dealer or dealers in gunpowder, more than 200ltsof gunpowder, and not being 
such, more than 50lbs .a gunpowder, in any house, mill, magazine, storehouse, 
'tlarehouse, shop, cellar, yard, wharf, or other building or place, occupied by 
the same person or persons, (all buildings and places adjoining to each other, 
and occupied together, being to be deemed one house or place within this Act) 
or on any river or other water, except in carriages loading or unloading, or 
passing on the l~~d, or in ships, boats, or vessels loading or unloading, or 
passing on any river or any other \.,rater, or detained there by the tide or bad 
\.,reather, wi thin the following limits; that is to say, within the cities of 
London or Westminster, or within 3 miles of either of them; or within any City, 
Borough, or market town of Great Britain, or within 1 mile of the same: or 
within 2 miles of any palace or house of residence of his present Majesty, his 
heirs or successors, or of her present Majesty the Queen, or rulY Queen Consort 
or Dowager; or within 1 mile of any gunpowder magazine belonging to His Majesty, 
his heirs or successors; or within! mile of any parish church; or in any 
other part of Britain, (except in places where it shall be lawful to keep 
unlimited quantities of gunpowder by force of the provisions hereinafter. 
contained)9n~ng or forfeiting all the gunpowder in specie beyond the quantity 
hereby allowed to be kept, and the barrels _ in which such gunpowder shall be, 
and also 1 shilling for every pound of gunpowder beyond such allowed quantity. 

II. And, in order to provide the safe carriage of gunpovlder, be it further 
enacted, That no person or persons shall have or convey, at anyone time, within 
Great Britain, more than 2,0001b of gunpowder in any wagon, cart or other 
carriage, by land, or more than 5,OOOlbSof gunpowder in any barge, boat, or 
other vessel, by water (except in vessels with gunpowder on board, imported 
from or to be exported to any place beyond sea); and all gunpowder conveyed on 
land or water (except in such vessels for importation or exportation of 
gunpowder, as aforesaid) shall be in barrel "s close joined and hooped, without 
any iron about them and so secured that no part of the gunpowder be scattered 
in the passage, and each barrel shall contain no more than 100lbsof gunpowder; 
and, when conveyed by land, shall be entirely enclosed in a leather bag, or a 
bag commonly called a salt petre bag; and every carriage or vessel (exsept such 
vessels as aforesaid), in which gunpowder shall be conveyed by land or water 
shall have a complete covering of wood, painted cloth, tarpaulin, or wailinill
tilts, over all flat part of the carriage or vessel' in vThich the gunpowder 
barrels ~ shall be placed, and all gunpowder which shall be carried or conveyed 
(except in such vessels for importation or exportation of gunpovlder as aforesaid) 
within any part of Great Britain, in greater quantity or in other manner that 
is herein before prescribed; and the barrels in which such gunpowder shall be? 
may be seized by any person or persons, who shall have the same authority to 
remove such gunpowder and barrels,. and to use for that purpose, (during the · 
space of 24 hours after seizure) the carri~e or vessel in which such gunpowder 
shall be seized, and the tackli~ beasts, and accoutrements belonging thereto
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the terms of paying a recompense for the use thereof, and to detain such 
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gunpowder and barrels . as is hereinafter given to persons searching under a 
\iarrant of a Justice of the Peace; and such seizure shall be, for his, her, 
or their own use, on conviction of the offender or offenders o 

III. And, for the more easy discovery of the keeping and carriage of gunpowder? 
contrary to the provisions hereinbefore made; be it further enacted, That it 
shall be lawful for any Justice of the Peace of the County or other Division 
within Great Britain, in which gunpowder is suspected to be kept or carried, 
contrary to this Act, on demand made, and a reasonable cause assigned, upon 
oath by any person or persons, to issue a warrant or warrants under his hand 
and seal, for searching in the daytime any houses, storehouses, warehouses? 
shops, cellars, yards, wharfs, or other places, or any carriages, ships, boatsg 
or other vessels, in which such gunpowder is suspected to be kept or carried, 
contrary to this Act; and that all gunpowder found upon such search, to be kept 
or carried contrary to this Act, and also the gunpowder barrelS 9 0 shall be 
immediately seized by the searcher or searchers, who shall with all convenient 
speed, after the seizure, remove such gunpowder and the barrels :: .. in which it 
shall be, to such proper places as they, in conformity to the restrictions of 
this Act, shall think most convenient; and in the case of any such gunpowder 
seized in carriage or vessel, may use for the purpose of removal, during the 
space of 24 hours after seizure, such carriage or vessel, with the tackling, 
beasts, and accoutrements belong thereto, paying after\iards to the owner or 
owners thereof a sufficient recompense for the use thereof, to be settled by 
the Justices before whom the complaint shall be heard, after the seizure; and 
in case of non-p~ment, immediately after settlement for such justices to be, 
to be recoverable by distresses and sale of the parties, goods, and chattels, 
as in hereafter directed, concerning the pecuniary panalties of this Act, and 
may detain such gunpower, and the barrelS.:: in which it sha.ll be, till it 
·sha.ll be adjudged whether the same shall be forfeited, and shall not be liable 
to any suit for such de~ainer, or for any loss of or damage which may happen, 
to the said gunpowder or barreLS_,') other than by the wilful Acts or neglecting 
them, or the persons with whom they shall entrust the keeping thereof. 

IV. And whereas it may be necessary to have some places appointed, in which 
it may be lawful to erect or make new mills . for making, and magazine for 
storehouses for keeping, unlimited quantities of gunpowder; be it therefore 
enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Justices of the Peace of each County? 
or other Division within Great Britain, at their general quarter sessions of 
the peace, upon application made to them by any person or persons (SUCh person 
or persons having given notice in writing of the intention to make such 
application, 14 days before making it, to an overseer or church warden of the 
parish or place in which it is proposed to erect or make any such new mill, 
magazine, or storehouse, or of an adjoining parish, if the place shall be extra 
paroochial, which overseer or church warden is hereby required to cause such 
notice to publicly read on the Sunday next ensuing, in the parish church after 
divine service), from time to time, to licence the erecting or making of such 
mills, magazines, or s'l~ orehouses, for making or keeping unlimited quanti ties 
gunpowder in such places, not being within London or Westminster, or any upper 
limits within Great Britain, hereinbefore particularly described, as to such 
justices shall appear most proper for that purpose. 

V.Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted, That no person shall be 
liable to any penalty or prosecution under this Act, for keeping unlimited 
quanti ties of gunpowder, vli thout such licences of the Justice, in any magazine 
or storehouse already built o~ used for that prupose, in any place not being 
within London and Westminster, and the upper limits wi thin Great :Sri tain, 
hereinafter before particularly described,urrtil the expiration of 6 calendar 
months after an adjucation by the Justices of the Peace, for the County or 
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upper division, in ,.,hich any such magazine or storehouse shall be, at theri 
general quarter sessions of the peace, that the same is dangerous (it being 
hereby declared they shall not have authority to make any such adjudication, 
except on complaint made to them of any such magazine or s.torehouse, by some 
householder of the parish or place in which the magazine or storehouse shall 
be; and, after due summons of the owner or owners of the magazine or storeho~ge ? 

complained of, to anSHer such complaint and examination, on oath that the 
Hitnesses produce to support or invalidate such complaint), and also that no 
person shall be liable any any time to any penality or prosecution whatsoever, 
for keeping unlimited quantities of gunpoHder without such licence of the 
Justices of the Peace, in any magazine or storehouse erected by appointment ·of 
the Justices of Peace under the power given to them, by ~DY of the former Acts 
regulating the keeping and carriage of gunpowdero 

VL And whereas lea,ses, or agre.ements for leases, may have been made of 
magazines, storehouses, or other places keeping gunpoHder, and,.in consequence 
of the fact, it may become unlaHful to keep unlimited quantities of gunpoHders 
in some of such magazines, storehouses, or places; be it therefore enacted, 
That in every such case it shall and may be laHful for the lessee or tenant of 
any such magazine, storehouse, or place for keeping gunpoHder, to make void any 
such lease or agreement, upon giving 3 calendar months notice in writing to the 
lessor or olmer of such magazine, storehouse, or place, of the desire of the 
tenants vlho have such lease or agreement determined; and upon paying to such 
lessor or owner, all rent and sums of money which shall become due for the same, 
to the time of determination limited in such notice, and upon performan±llg all 
covenants and agreements on the p~rt of the lessee or tenant to that time o 

VII. And, for securing of the great number of ships and -vessels lying in the 
River Thames, and of the dock yards, wharfs, and buildings, on. the side of the 
Thames above BlaclD1all; be it further enacted, That no master or commanders of 
any ship 'or other vessel, lying in the Thames, and outward bound, shall receive 
or permit to be received on board any such ship or vessel, more than 25lbsof 
gunpoHder (except for the King's service) before arrival of such ship or vessel 
at, over - against or below Blackwall; and that the master or commander of every 
ship or vessel coming into the River Thames, shall (except in the case of 
gunpowder f or the King's service) put on shore in proper places, in conformity 
to the restrictions of this Act, all the gunpowder on board such ship or vessel, 
above the quantity of 251bs either before the arrival of such ship or vessel at 
Blackvlall, or within 24 hours (if the weather shall permit) after coming to an 
anchor there, to the place of unloading there, and shall not afteI"',"ards have on 
board 25lbs of gunpowder, (except for the King's service) on raying or forfeiting, 
for every offence in any of these said cases, all the gunpoHder found on board 
above the Height of 251mj and the barrells in which such gunpoHder shall be, also 
1 s4i~ling for every pound of gunpowder above the quantity of 251b. 

VIII. And, for the better discovery of masters or commanders of inward or outward 
bound ships, who shall have gunpowder in their ships or vessels in the Thames, 
contrary to this Act, be it further enacted, that the master, warden and assistance 
of the corporation of the Trinity House of _Deptford Stroud, in the County of Kent, 
for the time being shall, from time to time, appoint 1 or more person or persons, 
a searcher or searchers, for unlaHful quantities of gunpowder in ships or other 
vessels in the Thames; which person or persons, so appointed, Qr hereby authorised, 
at any time behleen sun- rising and sun setting, to enter any ship or vessel 
(except His Majesty' s) in the River Thames above Blackwall, and to search the same 
for unlawful quanti ties of gunp0l1der; and also shall have the same powers for 
seizing, removing t o proper places, and detaining all such unla\flul quantities of 
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gunpovlder found on board any such ship or vessel, and the barrels · in .which such 
gunpowder shall be, as are hereinbefore given to persons searching for unlawful 
quantities of gunpowder under a warrant of a Justice of the Peace. 

IX. And be it further enacted, That all penal ties created' by this Act shall be 
recover.:able before tvTO or more Justices of the Peace for the County or other 
Division in which the offence shall be committed, on proof of the offence by the 
oath or oaths of one or more credible witnesses or witness, or on confession of 
the offender, and shall belong to the informer or informers prosecuting for the 
same; and where the penalty shall be pecuniary in case of non-payment, it shall 
be levied by distress and sale of the offenders goods,and chattels, by warrant 
under the hands and seals of such Justices; and the overplus of the money raised 
after deducting ;for penali ty and the expenses and distress and sale, shall be 
rendered to the ovmer; and for want of sufficient distress the offender shall be 
sent by such Justices to the House of Correction, there to be kept to hard labour 
any time not exceeding 3 months nor less than 1 month, as such Justices shall 
think most proper. . 

X. And be it further enacted, That no person shall be liable to any prosecution 
for any offence against this Act, unless such prosucution shall be commit within 
14 days after seizure of the gunpowder, or commission of the offence where there 
shall not be any seizure; and that if any suit or action shall be prosecuted in 
England against any person or persons for anything done in pursuance of this Act, 
such person or persons may plead the general issue, and give this Act for the 
special matter in evidence that any trial to be add thereupon, and that the S2JUe 
was done by authority of this Act; C!l..'rJ.d if a verdict shall pass for the defendant 
or defendants, or the plaintiff or plaintiffs shall become nonsuit, or discontinue 
his, her, or their action or actions after issue joined; and if, on demurrer or 
othenrise judgement shall be given against the plaintiff or plaintiffs, the 
defendant or defendants shall recover treble costs, and have the like remedy for 
the same as any defendant have by law in other cases. 

XI. And be it further enacted, That all actions, suits, and prosecutions, to be 
commenced in England against any person or persons for anything to be done in 
pursuance of this Act shall be laid and tried in the County or Place where the 
fact was committed. .fund shall be commenced within 6 calendar months after the 
fact committed, and not otherwise. 

XII. Provided always, that be if further enacted, That this Act shall not extend 
to any storehouse - mill or magazine belonging to his Majesty, his heirs or 
successors, wherein gunpowder or other stores, shall be kept; or to hinder the 
trial of gunpowder by His Majesty's Officers, as is usual for the service of HiS 
Majesty, his heirs or successors; or to any mill belonging to private persons 
already built, and used for making gunpowder; or to any storehouses, magazines, 
or other offices, near or adjoining such mills; or to the magazines erected for 
keeping gunpowder at Barking Creeks Mouth, in the County of Essex, and Erith Level, 
in the County of Kent; or to the magazinffior storehouses now erected near Liverpool, 
in the County of Lancaster, or the City of Bristol; or to the carriage of gunpowder 
to or from .the King's magazines under an order of the King's Board of Ordnance, or 
with forces on their march. 

XIII. And be it further enacted, Tl~t this Act shall begin to have force on the 
1st day of August, One Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy One; and that from and 
immediately after the commencement thereof, an Act made in the fifth year of His 
late Majesty King George I, entitled, an Act for preventing the mischiefs which 
may happen by keeping too great quantities of gunpowder in. or near the cities of 
London and westminster, or the suburbs thereof; and also an Act made in the 
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11th year of His late Majesty King George I, entitled an Act for aking more 
effectual an Act passed.. j.n the 5th year of His Majesty I s reign, entitled and Act 
for preventing the mischeifs \'lhich may happen on keeping too great quanti ties of 
gunpowder in or near the cities of London and Westminster, or the suburbs thereof; 
and also so much of an Act made in the 5th year of His late Majesty King George II, 
titled an Act for the better regulation and government of pilots licensed by the 
corporation of Trinity House for deptford Stroud in the County of Kent; and to 
prevent mischiefs and annoyances upon the River Thames below London Bridge, as 
relates to the having and searching for the gunpowder on board ships or vessels in 
the Thames at or belo .... ' Blackwall; and also an Act made in the 15th year of His 
late Majesty King George II, entitled, an Act for preventing the mischiefs which 
may happen by keeping dangerous quantities of gunpowder in or near the cities of 
London and Westminster; and also an Act made in the 22nd year of His said late 
Majesty Ki~g II, entitled, an Act to prevent the mischiefs which may happen by 
keeping too great quanti ties of gunpo"\'lder in anyone place, or carrying too great 
quantities of gunpowder together from one place to another, shall be, and the 
same are hereby repealed. 



12 GEORGE III C.61 1772 

An Act to regulate the making, keeping, and carriage of gunpowder, within Great 
Britain; and to repeal la'i'lS herebeforeto made for any of those purposes. 

Whereas the manufacture of gunpowder within Great Britain, are necessary to 
be encouraged in respect of the value of gunpowder, as an article of defence and 
commerce yet ought to be regulated by law, in order to prevent the great 
mischiefs which may arise from explosions occasioned by the improper construction 
and use of the mills, engines, and buildings, employed in the making of gunpowder, 
and for keeping and carrying gunpowder in too great quantities, or in an improper 
manner: and whereas the Act passed in the last session of Parliament, entitled, 
An Act for reducing into 1 Act to the Parliament of the several la'i'lS relating to 
the· keeping and carriage of gunpowder, and for more effectually preventing 
mischiefs, by keeping or carrying gunpowder in too great quantities, contains no 
provision for regulating the making of gunpowder, and is in other respects 
effective, on which account it may be convenient to repeal for .the said Act, and, 
in the room thereof, to have a ne, ... law regulating, as well the making as the 
keeping and carriage of gunpowder; be it therefore enacted by the King!s most 
excellent Majesty, by and with the advise and consent of the Lords of spiritual 
and temporal, and commons in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, That no person or persons shall use, or caused to be used any mill or 
mills, or other engine or engines, for the making of gunpowder, or in any manner 
manufacture of gunpowder in any place or places within Great Britain, except in 
mills. and other places where the manufacture of gunpowder shall be act~ally carrying 
on at the time of the commencement of this Act, or where it shall afterwards become: 
la,vful to carry on such manufacture, by obtaining a licence for that purpose, 
under the provisions hereinafter contained, upon paying Qr forfeiting all gunpowder 
manufactured contrary t o the aforesaid provision, and also 2 shillings for every 
pound of such gunpowder. 

II. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no person or 
persons whatsoever shall, for the making of gunpowder, employ, work, or use, any 
mill or engine, worked with a pestle or pestles, and commonly called Pestle Mill, 
upon paying or forfeiting all gunpowder manufactured therein, and also 2::shillings 
for every pound of such gunpowder. 

III. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no person or 
persons vlhatsoever shall, in or with any mill or engine used for the making of 
gunpowder, make or cause to be made, at any one time under any single pair of .mill 
stones, any quantity of gunpowder, or materials to be made into gunpowder, 
exceeding 40lbs, upon paying or forfeiting all gunpowder so made at one time, 
and exceeding the said quantity of 401bs, and also 2 shillings for every pound of 
such gunpowder. 

IV. Provided all is, and be it further- enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
no person or persons shall liable to any prosecution under this Act, for using 
any pestle mill or mills in the making of gunpowder, or for making above the 
quanti ty of 401bs of gunpowder at a time, under every single pair of mill stones 
in any one mill, till after the expiration of 1 year from the time of the 
commencement of this Act. 

v. Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
nothing in this Act contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to the 
powder mills at this time erected in the parishes of Battle, Crowhurst, 
Seddlescoinb, and Brede, in the County of Sussex, so far as relates to the malting 
of such fine fouling gunpowder only, as is known and distinguished by the name of 
Battle powder. 
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VI. And be it fu.rther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no person or 
persons whatsoever shaII. dry or cause to be dried, any one time, in any one stove 
or place, used for the drying of gunpowder,. any quantity of gunpov,der exceeding 
40cwt, upon paying or forfeiting all gunpowg,er above the said quantity of 40cwt 9 

and the sum of 2 shillings for every pound of such gunpowdero 

VII. And be it further enacted by the authority 8.foresaid, That it shall not be 
lawful for any person or persons whatsoever to keep in any cooling house, d1:1ring 
house, dusting house, or other place, used for or in the making of gunpowder f or 
in any building adjoining or belonging thereto, (except magazines or storehouses 
constructed with stone or brick, and situate 50 yards at least from the gunpowder 
mill or mills,) or aD~ greater quantity of gunpowder than shall be necessary for 
the immediate vlOrk then carrying on in sUch:~cob.ling house, drying house, dusting 
house, or other place used for or in the ma1~ of gunp01ier, upon paying or 
forfeiting all the gunpowder kept above such necessary quantity, and the sum of 
2 shillings for every pound of such gunpowder. 

VIII. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all and every 
person or persons, keeping or using any mill or mills, or otber engine or engines, 
for the mrucLng of gunpowder, shall besides the magazine or magazines, and store
houses, near their mills, have or provide a good and sufficient magazine or 
magazines, remote from their respective mills, for the purpose of receiving and 
safe keeping all the gunpowder made at such mill or mills, as soon as the same can, 
from time to time, be conveniently removed thereto, (which last mentioned 
magazine or magazines shall be ,,,ell and substantially built with brick or stone, 
near the River Thames, and below J31ackwall, or in some other convenient place to 
be licensed by the Justices of the Peace, in marmer hereiafter mentioned,) upon 
paying .'Ghat all and every person or persons making gunpowder, without having such 
magazine or magazines remote from their mills or other places of making gtmpo,,,der, 
shall forfeit the sum of £25 for every month during which such person or pers~s 
shall make gunpowder without having such magazine or magazines, and the sum of £5 
for every day during which he, she, or they (not being hindered by the stress of 
weather, or other justic pediment) shall wilfully neglect or delay removing, with 
due diligence, the e;unpowder made at such mill or mills, from thence, or from the 
magazine or magazines, and storehouses adjoining thereto, to the magazine or 
magazines so to be situate remote from the mill. 

IX. Provided ahvays, and be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, ~'hat 
no mru(er or makers of gunpowder shall be liable to any prosecution under this Act, 
for not having a magazine or magazines remote from the respective gunpowder mill 
or mills, till after the expiration of 1 year, from the time of the commencement 
of this Act. 

x. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all and every 
mrucer and makers of gunpowder, who shall keep, or permit to be kept, any charcoal 
vnthin 20 yards of any mill or mills, or other engine or engines, for making 
gunpowder, or of any drying, cooling, or dusting house, or magazine or storehouse 
thereto belongi,."'1.g, shall forfei t.the sum of £5 for every ,,,eek during which such 
charcoal shall be so kept. 

XI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no person or 
persons shall have or keep, at anyone time, being a dealer or dealers in 
~wder, more than 2001bs of gQ"'1.puwder; and not being such, more than 501bs of 
gurlp'owder, in any house, mill, magazine, storehouse, warehouse, shop, cellar, 
yard, ,,,harf, or other building or place, occupied by the same person or persons, 
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(all buildings and places adjoining to each other and occupied together, being 
to be deemed 1 house or place within this Act,) or on any river or other Yffiter, 
(except in carriages loading or unloading or passing on the land, ' or in ships, 
boats, or vessels, loading or unloading, or passing on any river, or other water, 
or detained there by the tide or bad "leather,) within the' following limits; (that 
is to say,) within the cities of London or Westminster, or within 3 miles of 
either them, or within any city, borough, or market town of Great Britain, or 
1 mile of the same, or within 2 miles of any Palace of House of residence of His 
present Majesty, his heirs or successors, or of Her present Majesty the Queen, 
or any Queen and Consort, or Dowager, or within 2 miles of any gunpowder 
magazine, belonging to His Majesty, his heirs or successors, or within ~ a_~le 
of any Parish Church, or in any other part of Great BritaL~, (except in mills or 
other places which at the commencement of this Act shall be used for the making 
of gunpowder, and the magazines, storehouses, and offices near to adjoining and 
belonging, and in the places where it shall be lawful to make gunpo",der, or to 
keep greater or unlimited quantities of gunpowder, by force of the provisions 
hereinafter contained,) on paying or forfeiting all the gunpowder beyond the 
quantity hereby allowed to be kept, and the barrels in which such gunpowder shall 
be; and also 2 shillings for every pound of gunpowder beyong such allowed quantity. 

XII. Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
it shall and may be lawful for any person or persons to keep, for the use of any 
mine or colliery, any '3:uantity of gunpowder not exceeding 300lbs "leight, in any 
magazine or warehouse, so as such magazine or Ivarehouse be wi thin 200 yards of 
the respective mine or colliery for the use of such gunpowder shall be kept, and 
also that such magazine :or vlarehouse be not wi thin any of the limits hereinbefore 
particularly described. 

XIII . And whereas it may be necessary to have some places appointed, in which it 
may be lawful to erect ne\v mills, or other engines, for making gunpowder, with 
proper magazines and offices adjoining thereto, and to have magazines for keeping 
unlimi ted quanti ties of gunpovlder in places where there are no mills, be it 
therefore enacted, TlLat it shall be l awful for the Justices of the Peace for each 
County, or other 'Division, within Great Britain, at their general quarter sessions 
of the peace, upon application made to them by any person or persons, (such 
person or persons having given notice in writing of the intention to make such 
application, as also of the place or places proposed for such purposes respectively, 
14 days before making it, to an overseer or crr~ch warden of the parish or place 
in which it is proposed to erect or make any such new mill, and offices or -' 
magazine, or adjoining the parish, if the place shall be extra parochial; which 
overseer or church warden is hereby required to cause such notice to be publicly
read on the Sunday next ensuing, in the parish church after divine service,) from 
time to time, to licence the erecting or having of such mills for making gunpowder, 
and proper offices adjoining thereto or such magazines for keeping unlimited 
quantities of gunpowder in such places not being within London or Westminster, 
or any other limit within Great Britian, hereinbefore particularly described. 

xrv. And Ivhereas it would be proper that ire ·Ci.eter:mination of the said court of 
quarter sessions, on any such application, should not be final, but that any person 
or persons who shall be refused such licence or appointment by the said court of 
quarter sessions, should have an opportunity of bringing his or their case before 
the court of King's Bench, in order that the said court may finally hear and 
determine the same; be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in 
every case where the said c'ourt of quarter sessions shall "On such application made 
as aforesaid, refuse to licence any such near mills and magazines for making and 
keeping gunpowder, or to appoint pieces of ground for magazines of gunpowder, 
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remote from any mills, it shall be lawful for all persons who may.think themselves 
aggrieves by such refusal, to apply to such court or quarter sessions for a 
special case thereupon; and the Justices then present shall, and are hereby 
required, to certify the special circumstances of the case in question, together 
with the proofs offered for and against the application, in order that the said 
case and proceedings may be ~emoved, by writ of Certiorari, into the court of 
King's Bench; and the said Justices shall, and they are hereby required, in their 
return to such writ of Certiorari, to satate such special case, to the end that 
the said court King1s Bench may judge the real merits thereof; and if upon the 
whole matter it shall appear to the satisfaction of the said court of King's 
Bench that the Justices ought not to have refused the said licence or appointment, 
then, and i.n such case, the said court shall have power, and is hereby directed. 
to make an order upon the said Justices to grant such licence, or make such 
appointment, without any fresh application, at their next general quarter 
sessions of the peace; and - -to be incurred by reason of such writ of Certiorari , 
shall be a''larded according to the discretion of the said court 6f King's Bench. 

xv. Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted, That no person shall be 
liable to pay penalty or prosecution under this Act, for keeping unlimited 
quantities of gunpo'vder, 1vithout such licences of the Justices, in-any magazine 
apart and remote from any gunpowder mill, and already built and used for that 
purpose, in any place not being vTi thin London and westminster, and the other 
limits within Great Britain hereinbefore particularly described, until the 
expiration of 6 calendar months after an adjudication by the Justices of the Peace 
for the County of other Division, in which such magazine shall be, at their 
general quarter sessions of the peace, that the same is dangerous; it being hereby 
declared that they shall not have authority to ll2l(e any such adjudication, 
except on complaint made to them of any such magazine, by some householder of the 
parish or place in which the magazine shall be, and after due summons of the owner 
or owners of the magazine complained of, to answer such complaints; and after such 
examination on oath the vii tnesses produced, to support or invalidate such 
complaint; and also that no person shall be liable, at any time, any penalty or 
prosecution whatsoever, for keeping unlimited quantities of gunpowder, without 
such licence of the Justices of Peace, in any magazine erected by appointment of 
the Justices of the Peace, under the power given to them by any of the former Acts 
regulating the keeping and carriage of gunpowder. 

XVI. And whereas by t his Act the ll2l(ers of gunpowder will be liable to panalties 
for not having magazines remote from their mills and in some cases they may not 
be able to agree for the purchase of pieces of ground proper for such magazines; 
be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the Justices of the Peace 
for each County or upper Division within Great Britain, shall on application made 
to them at their general quarter sessions of the peace, by any maker or illcl(ers of 
gunpolvder, from time to time, the point proper and convenient pieces of ground, 
(not being within London or Westminster, or any other limits of Great Britain, 
hereinbefore particularly described, and not exceeding 1 acre in anyone place,) 
with the use of convenient road thereto, on which pieces so to be appointed, such 
makers of gunpowder may erect magazines for keeping gunpowder in any quantity, 
a~ter having agreed with the owner on such grounds for the purchase of the same; 
and if any such owner shall not agree, or by reason of any pediment cannot so agree, 
such Justices shaJ.l issue a '\varrant to the Sheriff of the County, or other officer 
having return of writs within their jurisdiction, to empower and return before 
them at such time and places as shall be appointed by such warrru1t, a sufficient 
jury, who, upon their oaths, to be administered by the said JtlStices, shall 
enquire into the true value of the said pieces of ground, with the use of such 
convenient roads thereto, and their verdict shall be kept with the records of the 
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said sessions respectively; and the judgement of the said Justices thereon shall 
be final and conclusive to all parties; and for that end the said Justices shall 
have power to send for any persons interested, and to examine any parties or 
witnesses upon oath; and the sums of money so to be assessed and a~judged not 
exceeding 30 years of purchase shall be paid to the owners' of the said land, 
according to their respective interest therein, in such proportions and shall be 
adjudged by the said Justices; and such payment, or in case of refusal to 
accept the money, then upon leaving the same with the Justices, for the benefit 
of the owners, the inheritance of the said ground, and the use of the said roads 
thereto, shall be vested in the purchases thereof, theirs heirs and assigns, for 
the purpose aforesaid and not otherwise. 

XVII. And vThereas leases or agreements for leases may have been made of 
magazines or other places for keeping gunpowder, and, in consequence of this Act, 
it may become unlawful to keep unlimited quantities of gunpowder in some of such 
mag~zines or places; be it therefore enacted, That in every such case it shall 
and may be lavTful for the lessee or tenant of any such magazine· or place for 
keeping gunpowder, to make void any such lease or agreement, upon giving 3 calendar 
months notice in writing to the lessor or owner for such magazine or place, of the 
desire of the tenant to have such lease or agreement determined, and upon paying 
to such lessor or owner all rents and sums of money which shall become due for the 
same, to the time of determination limited in sUch notice, and upon performing 
all covenants and ag:r:'eements o:p the · part of the . lessee or tenant to that time. 

XVIII. And be it further enacted, That no person or persons shall have or convey 
at any one time 'vithin Great Britain more than 25 barrels of gunpowder, in any 
wagon, cart, or other carriage by land, or more than 200 barrels of gunpowder, in 
any barge, boat, or other vessel by water, (except in vessels with gunpowder 
imported from, or to be exported to, any place beyond the sea, or going postwise,) 
and all gunpowder conveyed on land or water, (except in such vessels for importation 
or exportation of gunpOlvder, or going coastwise,) shall be in barrels close joined 
and hooped, without any iron about them, and so secured that no part of the 
gunpOlvder be scattered in the passagei and each barrel shall contain no more than 
100lbs of gunpowder; and when conveyed by land it shall be entirely enclosed in a 
leather bag, or a bag commonly called a saltpetre bag; and every carriage in 
which gunpowder shall be conveyed by land, it shall have a complete covering of 
wood, painted cloth, tarpaulin, or wadmill-tilts, over all the gunpowder therein 
contained: and also no gunpowder shall be conveyed in any ba:rge, boat, upper 
vessel by water, (except in vesse~with gunpowder imported, or to be exported in 

1remanner of aforesaid, for coastwise,) that had not p~ ' close deck; and soon as 
any gunpowder is put on board such vessel, all such gunpowder shall be covered 
wi th rayT hides or tarpaulins; and all gunpowder which shall be carried or conveyed, 
(except in such vessels with gunpowder for importation or exportation aforesaid, 
or going coastwise,) within any part of Great Britain, in greater quantity, or in 
other mam1er than is hereinbefore prescribed, and the barrels in which such 
gunpowder shall be, may be seized by any person or persons who shall have the same 
authority to remove such gunpowder and barrels, and to use for that purpose, 
during the space of 24 hours after seizure, the carriage or vessel in which such 
gunpowder shall be seized, and the tackling, beasts, and accoutrements belonging 
thereto, on terms of paying a recompense for the use thereof; and to detain such 
gunpowder and barrels as is hereinafter given to · persons searching under a 
warrant of a Justince of the Peace; and such seizures shall be for his , her, or 
their own use, on conviction of the offender or offenders. 

XIX. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That when any boat, 
barge, or vessel, having stale, condemned, returned gunpoyTder on board, ar:.dves at 
the wharf, key, or other place where the same is intended to be landed, no 
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persons shall begin to unload, or shall bring down to such whar~, key, or other 
place, with intent to load in such vessel any other gunpowder, until the whole p 

or part of such stale, condemned, or returned gunpowder, be first unloaded and 
carried away from such wharf, key, or other place of landing; and after such 
unloading and carrying a'vay part of such gunpowder, no person or persons shall 
begin to load, or shall bring down, with' intent to load, any greater Cluanti·Gy 
of other gunpowder and the part unloaded carried away, on paying or forfeiting 
all such gunpowder as shall be so brought down or loaded contrary to the 
aforesaid provision. 

xx. 1l..nd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if any person or 
persons, having the care or management of any barge, boat, or other vessel 
whatsoever, (except ships or vessels with gunpowder on board imported from, or to 
be exported to places beyond sea, or going coastwise), loaded 'vi th gunpowder, or 
any other person on board the same, shall bring, have, or use, or permit any 
person or persons to bring, have, or use any charcoal or other combustible matter, 
or any fire or lighted candle, or shall smoak, or wittingly pe:rIilit any person to 
smoak, on board the same, all and every such person end persons shall forfeit the 
sum of £5. 

XXI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no person or 
persons having in the care of any wagon, cart, or other carriage, used for the 
conveyance of gunpowder by land, shall, after beginning to' place or load therein 
any Cluantity of gunpowder, or beginning to unload the same thereout, stock or 
stay at any place of loading, or in the loading or unloading, suffer any longer 
time to pass with the use of all due diligence shall be reasonably necessary for 
the puxpose of loading or unloading; and no person or persons having the charge 
or care of any barge, boat, or other vessel used for the conveyance of gunpowder 
by water, ~xcept in the case of vessels loading for importation or exportation of 
gunpowder to or from places beyond the sea, or going coastwise), sh8~1, after 
beginning to load or unload any Cluantity of gunpowder, stock or stay at any wharf, 
key, or other place of loading, or in the loading or unloading thereof suffer any 
longer time to pass than ,d th the use of all due diligence shall be reasonably 
necessary for the puxpose or loading or unloading, not exceeding 18 hours, unless 
hindered by the weather; and every such barge, boat, or vessel, (except such 
vessels as aforesaid); having so completed her loading shall depart from the place 
of loading under a course be first ensuing the tide, unless hindered by stress 
of weather, or other just impediment; and no person shall load, taking, carry, or 
convey, in any wagon, cart, or other land carraige :Ja:bElliild.-'W.tih gunpowder, or in any 
barge, boat, vessel labelled with gunpowder, on any river, (except in the case of 
vessels labelled with gunpowder for importation from, or exportation to, places 
beyond sea, or going coastwise), any other laiding of any kind whatsoever; and 
all and every person and persons offending against any of the aforesaid provisions 
for loading and unloading, shall, for each offence, forfeit the sum of £10. 

XXII. Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority aforeSaid, That 
none of the aforesaid provisions for, or relative to, the conveyance of gunpowder, 
or the loading or unloading thereof, shall extend to any other wagon, cart, or a 
land carriage, or any other barge, boat, or vessel, then such as: s4all be loaded 
witl1.! employed ,in, conveying a Cluantity of gunpowder exceeding 1001bs weighto 

XXIII. And, for the more easy discovery of the making, keeping, carriage of 
gunpowder contrary to the provisions hereinbefore made, be it further enacted, That 
it shall be lawfUl for any Justice of the Peace of any County, or upper Division 
within Great Eritain, in which gunpowder is suspected to be made, kept, or carried, 
contrary to this Act, on demand made, and that reasonable cause assigned upon oath 
by any person or persons, to issue a warrant or warrants, under his hand and seal, 
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for searching, in the daytime, any house, mill, magazine, storehouse, vffiXehouse g 

shop, cellar, yard, wharf, or other place, or any carriage, ship, boat, or 
vessel, in vThich such gunpowder is suspected to be made, kept, or carried, 
contrary to this Act; and that all gunpowder found upon ' ,such search to be made, 
kept, or carried, contrary to this Act, and also the gunpowder barrels, shall 
be immediately seized of a searcher or searchers, who shall, with all convenient 
speed after the seizure, remove such gunpowder and barrels in which it shall be, 
to such proper places as they, in conformity to the restrictions of this Act, 
shall think fit; and in the case of any such gunpowder seized in any carriage or 
vessel, may use for the purpose of removal, during the space of 24 hour3 after 
the seizure, to such carriage or vessel, vTi th the tackling, beasts, accoutrements 
belonging to, (paying afterwards to the owner or owners thereof as sufficient 
recompense for the use thereof, to be settled by Justices before whom the 
complaint shall be heard, after the sei'Z"u.re; and in case of non-pavrment, 
immediately after settlement by such Justices, to be recoverable by distress and 
sale of the parties goods and chattels, as is hereinafter directed concerning 
the pecuniary penalties of this Act); and may detain such gunpowder and the 
barrels in which it shall be, till it shall be adjudged, on a hearing before 
any two or more such Justices, '\-/here the same shall be forfeited; and such 
searcher or searchers, seizer of seizers, shall not be liable to any suit for suCh 
detainer, or for any loss of or damage which may happen to the said gunpovTder or 
barrels, other than by the lavnul acts or neglects of them, or the persons vrith 
vThom they shall entrust the keeping thereof. ' 

XXIV. And, for security of the great number of ships and vessels lying in the 
River Thames, and of the dock yards, ,.,harfs, and buildings, on the sides of the 
Thames above Blackwall, be it further enacted, That no master or commander of 
any ship or other vessel lying in the Thames, and outvTard bound shall receive, or 
permit to be received, on board any such ship or vessel more than 25lb8 of 
gunpm.,der, (except fur :theKingls service) before the arrival of such ship or vessel 
at, over-against, or below Blackwall; and that the master or commander of every 
ship or vessel coming into the River Thames, shall (except in the case of 
gunpowder for the Kingls service) put on shore in proper places, in the 
conformi ty to the restrictions of this Act, all the gunp0v-Tder on board such ship 
or vessel above the quantity of 25lbs, either before the arrival of such ship or 
vessel at Blackwall, or within 24 hours, (if the weather shall permit), after 
coming to an anchor there, or to the place of unloading there, and.. shall not 
afterwards have on board. more than 25lbs of gunpm'lder, (except for the King's 
service), on paying or forfeiting for every offence, in any of the said cases, 
all the gunpm.,der found on board above the vFeight of 25lbs, and the barrels in 
''lhich such gunpo'\.;der shall be, and also 2 shillings for every pound of gunpovTder 
above the quantity of 25lbs. 

XXV. And, for the better discorvery of masters or commanders of inward or 
outvTard bound ships, who shall have gunpowder in their ships or vessels in the 
Thames contrary to this Act, be it further enacted, That the master Wl."den, and 
assistance for the corporation of the Trinity House of Deptford Strim.d, in the 
County of Kent, for the time being, shall, from time to time, to appoint one or 
more person or persons, a searcher or searchers for unlawful quantities of 
gunpowder in ships or other vessels in the River Thames, which person or persons, 
so appointed, or hereby authorised, at any time bet'\'leaTl sun rising and sun setting, 
to enter any ship or vessel (except His Majesty's ships) in the River Thames 
above Blackwa1l, and to search the same for unlawful quantities of gunpowder, and 
also shall have the same powers of seizing, removing to proper places, and 
deta.ining all such unlawful quanti ties of gunpovlder found on board. any such ship 
or vessel, and the barrels in which such gunpm.,der shall be, as are hereinbefore 
given to persons searching for unlawful quantities of gunpo"Tder under 1-Tarrant of 
the Justice of the Peace. 
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XXVI. And be it further enacted, That all penalties created by this Act, shall 
be recoverable before ~~o or more Justices of the Peace for the County or o~~er 
Division in which the offence shall be committ ed, or proof of the offence, by 
the oath or oaths of one or more dredible witnesses or idtness, or on confession 
of the offender; and one moiety of each penalty shall belong to His Majesty, 
his heirs or successors, and the' other moiety thereof to the informer or 
informers prosecuting for the same; and "There the penalty shall be pecuniary, in 
case of non-payment, it shall be levied by distress and sale of the offenders 
goods and chattels, by wa:rra.nt under the hanOO and seals of such Justices; and 
the overplus of the money raised, after deducting the penalty, and the expenses 
of the distress and the sale, shall be rendered to the owner; and for i'Tant of 
sufficient distress, the offender shall be sent, by such Justices, to the house 
of correction, there to be-kept to hard labour for any time not exceeding 6 
months, nor less than 3 months, as such Justices shall think most proper, 

XXVII. And be it further enacted, That no person shall be liable to any 
prosecution for any offence against this Act, unless such pros ecution shall be 
commenced idthin 14 ~s after seizure of the gunpo"lder, or commission -of the 
offence, where there shall not be any seizure; and that if any suit or action 
shall be prosecuted in England, against any person or persons for anything done 
in pursuance of this Act such person or persons Ill.a\Y plead the general issue, Illa\Y 
give this Act, or the special matter in evidence , and any trial to be add 
thereupon, and that the same was done by authority of this Act; and if a person 
shall pass for the defendant or defendants, or the plaintiff or plaintiffs shall 
become nonsuit, or discontinue his, her, or their action or actions after issue 
joined, or if upon demurrer, or otherwise, judgement shall be given against the 
plaintiff of plaintiffs, the defendant or defendants shall recover treble costs, 
and have the like remedy for the. 'same, as any defendants have ' by la"l in other 
cases .. 

XXVIII. And be it further enacted, That all actions suits, and prosecutions, 
to be commenced in England, against any person or persons, for anything to be 
done in pursuance of this Act, shall be laid and tried in the county or place 
,.,here the act vlaS committed, and shall be commenced "Ii thin 6 calendar months 
after the fact committed, and not otherlvise. 

XXIX. Provided alioJays, and be it further enacted, That this Act shall not 
extend, or be any i~ayS construed to extend, to any mills or other buildings 
erected, or which may hereafter be erected, for the purpose of maki~~ gunpowder, 
in any lands belonging to His Majesty, his heirs or successors, or to the keeping 
of gunpOi'Tder or any storehouse or magazine belonging to His Majesty, his heirs or 
successors, or to hinder the trial of gunpoifder by His Majesty's officers, and is 
usual, for the service of His Y~jesty, his heirs or successors, or to the 
keeping of gunp0'\'Tder at the magazines that no,., erected for that purpose, of 
Barking, Creeks Mouth, in the County of Essex and Erith Level, in the COlunty of 
Kent, or to the: keeping of gunpoi'lder of the magazines or storehouses nOi-l erected 
near Liverpool, in the County of Lancaster, or the City of Bristol, or to the 
carriage of gunpoi'lder, t o or from the King's magazine, under a special and expresse< 
order of the King"s Board of Ordnance; such order to contain the quantity of 
gunpo",der so to be carried, and the time f or which such ordnance shall be enforced; 
or to the carriage of gunpOi"der ,vi th 'forces on their march, or with the militia, 
during their annual exercise; or "Thich shall be sent for the u s e of such forces 
or militias. 

xxx. Provided also, and be it further enacted, that this present Act shall not 
ercend to hinder any person or persons from· Carrying or conveying an unlimited 
quantity of gunpOivder, in such close decked vessels, and marmer as hereinbefore 
directed, from any ships or vessels lying belovl Blacblall, to any of the 
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magazines for gunpowder, so situate below Blac~lall, or from such magazines to 
any ships or vessels lying belo,'i Blac~all, and going to any place beyond sea , 
or coast'\'lise. 

XXXI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Act shall 
commence, and begin to be enforced, on the 1st day of July, One Thousand Seven 
Hundred and Seventy-Two; and from and immediately after the commencement 
thereof, an Act made of the last session of this present Parliament, ( entitled , 
An Act for reducing into one Act of Parliament several 1m-IS relating to the 
keeping and carriage of gunpm'lder, and for .the · more effectually preventing 
mischiefs, by keeping or carrying gunpm'lder into great quantities ) , and all form 
of statutes so far as they relate to the keepil~ and c~~iage of gunpowder, shall 
be and the same are hereby repealed. 



12 GEORGE III c.61 1772 

An Act to regulate the making, keeping, and carriage of gunpowder, within Great 
Britain; and t o repeal laws herebeforeto made for any of those purposes. 

Whereas the manufacture of gunpowder within Great Britain, are necessary to 
be encouraged in respect of the value of gunpowder, as an article of defence and 
commerce yet ought to be regulated by law, in order to prevent the great 
mischiefs which may arise from explosions occasioned by the improper construction 
and use of the mills, engines, and buildings, employed in the making of gunpowder, 
and for keeping and carrying gunpowder in too great quantities, or in an improper 
manner: and whereas the Act passed in the last session of Parliament, entitled, 
An Act for reducing into 1 Act to the Parliament of the several laws relating to 
the keeping and carriage of gunpowder, and for more effectually preventing 
mischiefs, by keeping or carrying gunpowder in teo great quantities, contains no 
provision for regulating the making of gunpowder, and is in other respects 
effective, on which account it may be convenient to repeal for the said Act, and, 
in the room thereof, to have a new law regulating, as well the making as the 
keeping and carriage of gunpowder; be it therefore enacted by the King's most , 
excellent Majesty, by and with the advise and consent of the Lords of spiritual 
and temporal, and commons in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, That no person or persons shall use, or caused to be used any mill or 
mills, or other engine or engines, for the making of gunpowder, or in any manner 
manufacture of gunpowder in any place or places within Great Britain, except in 
mi l ls. and other places where the manufacture of gunpowder shall be actually carrying 
on at the time of the commencement of this Act, or where it shall afterwards become· 
lawful to carry on such manufacture, by obtaining a licence for that purpose, 
under the provisions hereinafter contained, upon paying ur forfeiting all gunpowder 
manufactured contrary to the aforesaid provision, and also 2 shillings for every 
pound of such gunpowder. 

II. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no person or 
persons whatsoever shall, for the making of gunpowder, employ, work, or use, any 
mill or engine, worked with a pestle or pestles, and commonly called Pestle Mill, 
upon paying or forfeiting all gunpowder manufactured therein, and also 2·._'shillings 
for every pound of such gunpowder. 

III. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no person or 
persons whatsoever shall, in or with any mill or engine used for the making of 
gunpowder, make or cause to be made, at any one time under any single pair of mIl 
stones, any quantity of gunpowder, or materials to be made into gunpowder, 
exceeding 401bs, upon paying or forfeiting all gunpowder so made at one time, 
and exceeding the said quantity of 401bs, and also 2 shillings for every pound of 
such gunpowder. 

IV. Provided all is, and be it fu.:r.t1:l.er- enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
no person or persons shall liable to any prosecution under this Act, tor using 
any pestle mill or mills in the making of gunpowder, or for making above the 
quantity of 40lbs of gunpowder at a time, under every single pair of mill stones 
in any one mill, till after the expiration of 1 year from the time of the 
commencement of this Act. 

V. Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
nothing in this Act contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to the 
powder mills at this time erected in the parishes of Battle, Crowhurst, 
Seddlescoinb, and Brede, in the County of Sussex, so far as relates to the making 
of such fine fouling gunpowder only, as is known and distinguished by the name of 
Battle powder. 
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VI. .And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no person or 
persons whatsoever shall dxy or cause to be dried, any one time, in any one stove 
or place, used for the dxying of gunpowder, any quantity of gunpowder exceeding 
40cwt, upon paying or forfeiting all gunpow~er above the said quantity of 40cwt, 
and the sum of 2 shillings for every pound of such gunpowder. 

VII. .And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall not be 
lawful for any person or persons whatsoever to keep in any cooling house, d.J:1ring 
house, dusting house, or other place, used for or in the making of gunpowder, or 
in any building adjoining or belonging thereto, (except magazines or storehouses 
constructed with stone or brick, and situate 50 yards at least from the gunpowder 
mill or mills,) or any greater quantity of ~powder than shall be necessary for 
the innnediate work then carrying on in sU.ch.~ceQling house, dxying house, dusting 
house, or other place used for or in the ~ of gunpower, upon paying or 
forfeiting all the gunpowder kept above such necessary quantity, and the sum of 
2 shillings for every pound of such gunpowder. 

VIII. .And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all and every 
person or persons, keeping or using any mill or mills, or other engine or engines, 
for the making of gunpowder, shall besides the magazine or magazines, and store
houses, near their mills, have or provide a good and sufficient magazine or 
magazines, remote from their respective mills, for the purpose of receiving and 
safe keeping all the gunpowder made at such mill or mills, as soon as the same can, 
from time to time, be conveniently removed thereto, (which last mentioned 
magazine or magazines shall be well and substantially built with brick or stone, 
near the River Thames, and below Blackwall, or in some other convenient place to 
be licensed by the Justices of the Peace, in manner hereiafter mentioned,) upon 
paying that all and every person or persons making gunpowder, without having such 
magazine or magazines remote from their mills or other places Df making gunpowder, 
shall forfeit the sum of £25 for every month during which such person or persons 
shall make gunpowder without having such magazine or magazines, and the sum of £5 
for every day dur~ which he, she, or they (not being hindered by the stress of 
weather, or other justic pefubnent) shall wilfully neglect or' delay removing, with 
due diligence, the gunpow,der made at such mill or mills, from thence, or from the 
magazine or magazines, and storehouses adjoining thereto, to the magazine or 
magazines so to be situate remote from the mill. 

IX. Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
no maker or makers of gunpowder shall be liable to any prosecution under this Act, 
for not having a magazine or magazines remote from the respective gunpowder mill 
or mills, till after the expiration of 1 year, from the time of the commencement 
of this Act. 

x. .And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all and every 
maker and makers of gunpowder, who shall keep, or permit to be kept, any charcoal 
within 20 yards of any mill or mills, or other engine or engines, for making 
gunpowder, or of any dxying, cooling, or dusting house, or magazine or storehouse 
thereto belongi,.'Ylg' shall forfei t , .the sum of £5 for every '\'leek during which such 
charcoal shall be so kept. 

XI. .And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no person or 
per?ons Shall have or keep, at anyone time, being a dealer or dealers in 
gu;r:J;P,Owder, more than 200lbs of gunpowder; and not being such, more than 50lbs of 
~J?bwder, in any house, mill, magazine, storehouse, warehouse, shop, cellar, 
yard, wharf, or other building or place, occupied by the same person or persons, 
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(all buildings and places adjoining to each other and occupied together, being 
to be deemed 1 house or place vlithin this Act,) or on any river or other water, 
(except in carriages loading or unloading or passing on the land, ' or in ships, 
boats, or vessels, loading or unloading, or passing on any river, or other water, 
or detained there by the tide or bad weather,) within the following limits; (that 
is to say,) within the cities of London or Westminster, or within 3 miles of 
either them, or within any city, borough, or market town of Great Britain, or 
1 mile of the same, or within 2 miles of any Palace of House of residence of His 
present Majesty, his heirs or successors, or of Her present Majesty the Queen, 
or any Queen and Consort, or Dowager, or within 2 miles of any gunpowder 
magazine, belonging to His Majesty, his heirs or successors, or within ~ a _mile 
of any Parish Church, or in any other part of Great Britain, (except in mills or 
other places which at the commencement of this Act shall be used for the making 
of gunpowder, and the magazines, storehouses, and offices near to adjoining and 
belonging, and in the places where it shall be lawful to make gunpowder, or to 
keep greater or unlimited quantities of gunpowder, by force of the provisions 
hereinafter contained,) on paying or forfeiting all the gunpowder beyond the 
quantity hereby allowed to be kept, and the barrels in which such gunpowder shall 
be; and also 2 shillings for every pound of gunpowder beyong such allowed quantity. 

XII. Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
it shall and may be lawful for any person or persons to keep, for the use of any 
mine or colliery, any quantity of gunpowder not exceeding 300lbs weight, in any 
magazine or warehouse, so as such magazine or warehouse be within 200 yards of 
the respective mine or colliery for the use of such gunpowder shall be kept, and 
also that such magazine, :or warehouse be not wi thin any of the limits hereinbefore 
particularly described. 

XIII. And whereas it may be necessary to have some places appointed, in which it 
may be lawful to erect new mills, or other engines, for making gunpowder, with 
proper magazines and offices adjoining thereto, and to have magazines for keeping 
unlimited quantities of gunpowder in places where there are no mills, be it 
therefore enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Justices of the Peace for each 
County, 'Or other 'Division, vii thin Great Britain, at their general quarter sessions 
of the peace, upon application made to them by any person or persons, (such 
person or persons having given notice in writing of the intention to make such 
application, as also of the place or places proposed for such purposes respectively, 
14 days before making it, to an overseer or chUrch warden of the parish or place 
in which it is proposed to erect or make any such new mill, and offices or 
magazine, or adjoining the parish, if the place shall be extra parochial; which 
overseer or church warden is hereby required to cause such notice to be publicly
read on the Sunday next ensuing, in the parish church after davine service,) from 
time to time, to licence the erecting or having of such mills for making gunpowder, 
and proper offices adjoining thereto or such magazines for keeping unlimited 
quantities of gunpowder in such places not being within London or Westminster, 
or any other limit within Great Britian, hereinbefore particularly described. 

XIV. And whereas it would be proper that~ ,det~nation of the said court of 
quarter sessions, on any such application, should not be final, but that any person 
or persons who shall be refused such licence or appointment by the said court of 
quarter sessions, should have an opportunity of bringing his or their case before 
the court of King's :B9nch, in order that the said court may finally hear and 
determine the same; be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That in 
every case where the said court of quarter sessions shall 'On such application made 
as aforesaid, refuse to licence any such near mills and magazines for making and 
keeping gunpowder, or to appoint pieces of ground for magazines of gunpowder, 
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remote from any mills, it shall be lawful for all persons who may _think themselves 
aggrieves by such refusal, to apply to such court or ~uarter sessions for a 
special case thereupon; and the Justices then present shall, and are hereby 
required, to certify the special circumstances of the case in question, together 
with the proofs offered for and against the application, in order that the said 
case and proceedings may be ~emoved, by writ of Certiorari, into the court of 
King's Bench; and the said Justices shall, and they are hereby required, in their 
return to such writ of Certiorari, to satate such special case, to the end that 
the said court King's Bench may judge the real merits thereof; and if upon the 
whole matter it shall appear to the satisfaction of the said court of I(ing's 
Bench that the Justices ought not to have refused the said licence or appointment, 
then, and in such case, the said court shall have power, and is hereby directed 
to make an order upon the said Justices to grant such licence, or make such 
appointment, without any fresh application, at their next general quarter 
sessions of the peace ; and ·to be incurred by reason of such writ of Certiorari, 
shall be awarded according to the discretion of the said court of King's Bench. 

xv. Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted, That no person shall be 
liable to pay penalty or prosecution under this Act, for keeping unlimited 
quantities of gunpowder, without such licences of the Justices, in,·any magazine 
apart and remote _ f~om any gunpowder mill, and already built and used for that 
FUXpose, in any place not being within London and westminster, and the other 
limits within Great Britain hereinbefore particularly described, until the 
expiration of 6 calendar months after an adjudication by the Justices of the Peace 
for the County of other Division, in which such magazine shall be, at their 
general quarter sessions of the peace, that the same is dangerous; it being hereby 
declared that they shall not have authority to make any such adjudication, 
except on complaint made to them of any such magazine, by some householder of the 
parish or place in which the magazine shall be, and after due summons of the owner 
or owners of the magazine complained of, to answer such complaints; and after such 
examination on oath the witnesses produced, to support or invalidate such 
complaint; and also that no person shall be liable, at any time, any penalty or 
prosecution whatsoever, for keeping unlimited quantities of gunpowder, without 
such licence of the Justices of Peace, in any magazine erected by appointment of 
the Justices of the Peace, under the power given to them by any of the former Acts 
regulating the keeping and carriage of gunpowder. 

XVI. And whereas by this Act the makers of gunpowder will be liable to panalties 
for not having magazines remote from their mills and in some cases they may not 
be able to agree for the purchase of pieces of ground proper for such magazines ; 
be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the Justices of the Peace 
for each County or upper Division within Great Britain, shall on application made 
to them at their general quarter sessions of the peace, by any maker or makers of 
gunpowder, from time to time, the point proper and convenient pieces of ground, 
(not being within London or Westminster, or any other limits of Great Britain, 
hereinbefore particularly described, and not exceeding 1 acre in any one place,) 
with the use of convenient road thereto, on which pieces so to be appointed, such 
makers of gunpowder may erect magazines for keeping gunpowder in any quantity, 
a:f;ter having agreed with the owner on such grounds for the purchase of the same; 
and if any such owner shall not agree, or by reason of any pediment cannot so agree, 
such Justices shall issue a warrant to the Sheriff of the County, or other officer 
having return of writs within their jurisdiction, to empower and return before 
them at such time and places as shall be appointed by such warrant, a sufficient 
jury, who, upon their oaths, to be administered by the said JU$tices, shall 
enquire into the true value of the said pieces of ground, with the use of such 
convenient roads thereto, and their verdict shall be kept with the records of the 
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said sessions respectively; and the judgement of the said Justices thereon shall 
be final and conclusive to all parties; and for that end the said Justices shall 
have power to send for any persons interested, and to examine any parties or 
witnesses upon oath; and the sums of money so to be as sessed and adjudged not 
exceeding 30 years of purchase shall be paid to the owners of the said land, 
according to their respective interest therein, in such proportions and shall be 
adjudged by the said Justices; and such payment, or in case of refusal to 
accept the money, then upon leaving the same with the .Justices, for the benefit 
of the owners, the inheritance of the said ground, and the use of the said roads 
thereto, shall be vested in the purchases thereof, theirs heirs and assigns, for 
the purpose aforesaid and not otherwise . 

XVII. And whereas leases or agreements for leases may have been made of 
magazines or other places for keeping gunpowder, and, in consequence of this Act, 
it may become unlawful to keep unlimited quantities of gunpowder in some of such 
magazines or places; be it therefore enacted, That in every such case it shall 
and may be lawful for the lessee or tenant of any such magazine or place for 
keeping gunpowder, to make void any such lease or agreement, upon giving 3 calendar 
months notice in writing to the lessor or owner f or such magazine or place, of the 
desire of the tenant to have such lease or agreement determined, and upon paying 
to such lessor or owner all rents and sums of money which shall become due for the 
same, to the time of determination limited in silch notice, and upon performing 
all covenants and agreements o~ the part - of the lessee or tenant to that time. 

XVIII. And be it further enacted, That no person or persons shall have or convey 
at any one time within Great Britain more than 25 barrels of gunpowder, in any 
wagon, cart, or other carriage by land, or more than 200 barrels of gunpowder, in 
any barge, boat, or other vessel by water, (except in vessels with gunpowder 
imported from, or to be exported to, any place beyond the sea, or going postwise,) 
and all gunpowder conveyed on land or water, (except in such vessels for importation 
or exportation of gunpowder, or going coastwise,) shall be in barrels close joined 
and hooped, without any iron about them, and so secured that no part of the 
gunpowder be scattered in the passage; and each barrel shall contain no more than 
100lbs of gunpowder; and when conveyed by land it shall be entirely enclosed in a 
leather bag, or a bag commonly called a salt petre bag; and every carriage in 
which gunpowder shall be conveyed by land, it shall have a complete covering of 
wood, painted cloth, tarpaulin, or wadmill-tilts, over all the gunpowder therein 
contained: and also no gunpowder shall be conveyed in any barge, boat, upper 
vessel by water, (except in vesse~with gunpowder imported, or to be exported in 

iremanner of aforesaid, for coastwise , ) that had not P8\Y ' close deck; and soon as 
any gunpowder is put on board such vessel, all such gunpowder shall be covered 
with raw hides or tarpaulins; and all gunpowder which shall be carried or conveyed, 
(except in such vessels with gunpowder for importation or exportation aforesaid, 
or going coastwise,) within any part of Great Britain, in greater quantity, or in 
other ~~er than is hereinbefore prescribed, and the barrels in which such 
gunpowder shall be, may be seized by any person or persons who shall have the same 
authority to remove such gunpowder and barrels, and to use for that purpose, 
during the space of 24 hours after seizure, the carriage or vessel in which such 
gunpowder shall be seized, and the tackling, beasts, and acc.outrements belonging 
thereto, on terms of paying a recompense for the use thereof; and to detain such 
gunpowder and barrels as is hereinafter given to persons searching tinder a 
warrant of a Justince of the Peace; and such seizures shall be for his, her, or 
their own use, on conviction of the offender or offenders. 

XIX. Arld be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That when any boat, 
barge, or vessel, having stale, condemned, returned gunpowder on board, arrives at 
the wharf, key, or other place where the same is intended to be landed, no 
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persons shall begin to unload, or shall bring down to such wharf, key, or other 
place, with intent to load in such vessel any other gunpowder, until the whole, 
or part of such stale, condemned, or returned gunpowder, be first unloaded and 
carried away from such wharf, key, or other place of landing; and after such 
unloading and carrying away part of such gunpowder, no person or persons shall 
begin to load, or shall bring down, with intent to load, a.:n;r greater quantity 
of other gunpowder and the part unloaded carried away, on paying or forfeiting 
all such gunpowder as shall be so brought down or loaded contrary to the 
aforesaid provision. 

xx. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if a.:n;r person or 
persons, having the care or management of a.:n;r barge, boat, or other vessel 
whatsoever, (except ships or vessels with gunpowder on board imported from, or to 
be exported to places beyond sea, or going coastwise), loaded with gunpowder, or 
a.:n;r other person on board the same, shall bring, have, or use, or permit a.:n;r 
person or persons to bring, have, or use a.:n;r charcoal or other combustible matter, 
or a.:n;r fire or lighted candle, or shall smoak, or wittingly permit a.:n;r person to 
smoak, on board the same, all and every such person ood persons shall forfeit the 
sum of £5. 

XXI. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no person or 
persons having ill the care of a.:n;r wagon, cart, or other carriage, used for the 
conveyance of gunpowder by land, shall, after beginning to' place or load therein 
a.:n;r quantity of gunpowder, or beginning to unload the same thereout, stock or 
stay at a.:n;r place of loading, or in the loading or unloading, suffer a.:n;r longer 
time to pass with the use of all due diligence shall be reasonably necessary for 
the purpose of loading or unloading; and no person or persons having the charge 
or care of a.:n;r barge, boat, or other vessel used for the conveyance of gunpowder 
by water, ~xcept in the case of vessels loading for importation or exportation of 
gunpowder to or from places beyond the sea, or going coastwise ), shall, after 
beginning to load or unload any quantity of gunpowder, stock or stay at a.:n;r wharf, 
key, or other place of loading, or in the loading or unloading thereof suffer a.:n;r 
longer time to pass than with the use of all due diligence shall be reasonably 
necessary for the purpose or loading or unloading, not exceeding 18 hours, unless 
hindered by the weather; and every such barge, boat, or vessel, (except such 
vessels as aforesaid), having so completed her loading shall depart from the place 
of loading under a course be first ensuing the tide, unless hindered by stress 
of weather, or other just impediment; and no person shall load, taking, carry, or 
convey, in a.:n;r wagon, cart, or other land carraige Jal::>9IJed- "Wi.'I:h gunpowder, or in a.:n;r 
barge, boat, vessel labelled with gunpowder, on a.:n;r river, (except in the case of 
vessels labelled with gunpowder for importation from, or exportation to, places 
beyond sea, or going coastwise), a.:n;r other laiding of a.:n;r kind whatsoever; and 
all and every person and persons offending against a.:n;r of the aforesaid provisions 
for loading and unloading, shall, for each offence, forfeit the sum of £10. 

XXII. Provided always, and be it .further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
none of the aforesaid provisions for, or relative to, the conveyance of gunpowder, 
or the loading or unloading thereof, shall extend to a.:n;r other wagon, cart, or a 
land carriage, or a.:n;r other barge, boat, or vessel, then such as. agall be loaded 
with, employed ,in, conveying a quantity of gunpowder exceeding 100lbs weight. 

XXIII. And, for the more easy discovery of the making, keeping, carriage of' 
gunpowder contrary to the provisions hereinbefore made, be it .further enacted, That 
it shall be lawf'ul for a.:n;r Justice of the Peace of a.:n;r County, or upper Division 
within Great Britain, in which gunpowder is suspected to be made, kept, or carried, 
contrary to this Act, on demand made, and that reasonable cause assigned upon oath 
by a.:n;r person or persons, to issue a warrant or warrants, under his hand and seal, 
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for searching, in the daytime, any house, mill, magazine, storehouse, warehouse, 
shop, cellar, yard, wharf, or other place, or any carriage, ship, boat, or 
vessel, in which such gunpowder is suspected to be made, kept, or carried, 
contrary to this Act; and that all gunpowder found upon .such search to be made, 
kept, or carried, contrary to this Act, and also the gunpowder barrels, shall 
be immediately seized of a searcher or searchers, who shall, with all convenient 
speed after the seizure, remove such gunpowder and barrels in which it shall be, 
to such proper places as they, in conformity to the restrictions of this Act, 
shall think fit; and in the case of any such gunpowder seized in any carriage or 
vessel, may use for the purpose of removal, during the space of 24 hours after 
the seizure, to such carriage or vessel, with the tackling, beasts, accoutrements 
belonging to, (paying afterwards to the owner or owners thereof as sufficient 
recompense for the use thereof, to be settled by Justices before whom the 
complaint shall be heard, after the seizu.re~ and in case of non-I>a\YIIlent, 
immediately after settlement by such Justices, to be recoverable by distress and 
Sale of the parties goods and chattels, as is hereinafter directed concerning 
the pecuniary penalties of this Act); and lIlB\Y detain such gunpowder and the 
barrels in which i t shall be, till it shall be adjudged, on a hearing before 
a;ny t-v1O or more such Justices, where the same shall be forfeited; and such 
searcher or searchers, seizer of seizers, shall not be liable to a;ny suit for such 
detainer, or for a;ny loss of or damage which may happen to the said gunpo"rder or 
barrels, other than by the lawful acts or neglects of them, or the persons with 
whom they shall entrust the keeping thereof. 

XXIV. And, for security of the great number of ships and vessels lying in the 
River Thames, and of the dock yards, wharfs, and buildings, on the sides of the 
Thames above E1ackwall, be it further enacted, That no master or commander of 
any ship or other vessel lying in the Thames, and outward bound shall receive, or 
permit to be received, on board any such ship or vessel more t~~ 251bs of 
gunpowder, (~k :6ae King's service) before the arrival of such ship or vessel 
at, over-against, or below E1ackwall; and that the master or commander of every 
ship or vessel coming into the River Thames, shall (except in the case of 
gunpowder for the King's service) put on shore in proper places, in the 
conformity to the restrictions of this Act, all the gunpowder on board such ship 
or vessel above the quantity of 251bs, either before the arrival of such ship or 
vessel at Elackwal1, or within 24 hours, (if the weather shall permit), after 
coming to an anchor there, or to the place of unloading there, and shall not 
afterwards have on board more than 25lbs of gunpowder, (except for the King's 
service), on paying or forfeiting for every offence, in a;ny of the said cases, 
all the gunpowder found on board above the l1eight of 251bs, and the barrels in 
which such gunpowder shall be, and also 2 -shillings for every pound of gunpowder 
above the quantity of 251bs. 

XXV. And, for the better discorvery of masters or commanders of inward or 
outi'1a.rd bound ships, who shall have gunpo",der in their ships or vessels in the 
Thames contrary to this Act, be it further enacted, That the master wa:rden, and 
assistance for the corporation of the Trinity House of Deptford Strind, in the 
County of Kent, for the time being, shall, from time to time, to appoint one or 
more person or persons, a searcher or searchers for unlawful quantities of 
gunpowder in ships or other vessels in the River Thames, which person or persons, 
so appointed, or hereby authorised, at a;ny time bet-vleen sun rising and sun setting, 
to enter a;ny ship or vessel (except His Majesty's ships) in the River Thames 
above Elackwal1, and to search the same for unlawful quantities of gunpoi"der, and 
also shall have the same powers of seizing, removing to proper places, and 
detaining all such unlawfUl quanti ties of gunpowder found on board a;ny such ship 
or vessel, and the barrels in ,,,hich such gunpowder shall be, as are hereinbefore 
given to persons searching for unlawful quantities of gunpowder under warrant of 
the Justice of the Peace. 
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XXVI. And be it furlher enacted, That all penalties created by this Act, shall 
be recoverable before two or more Justices of the Peace for the County or o~~er 
Division in which the offence shall be committed, or proof of the offence, by 
the oath or oaths of one or more dredible witnesses or witness, or on confession 
of the offender; and one moiety of each penalty shall belong to His Majesty, 
his heirs or successors, and the other moiety thereof to the informer or 
informers prosecuting for the same; and where the penalty shall be pecuniary, in 
case of non-payment, it shall be levied by distress and sale of the offenders 
goods and chattels, by warrant under the hancE and seals of such Justices; and 
the overplus of the money raised, after deducting the penalty, and the expenses 
of the distress and the sale, shall be rendered to the ower; and for "rant of 
sufficient distress, the offender shall be sent, by such Justices, to the house 
of correction, there to be -kept to hard labour for any time not exceeding 6 
months, nor less than 3 months, as such Justices shall think most proper, 

XXVII. And be it furlher enacted, That no person shall be liable to any 
prosecution for any offence against this Act, unless such prosecution shall be 
commenced within 14 days after sei~e of the gunpowder, or commission "of the 
offence, where there shall not be any sei~e; and that if any suit or action 
shall be prosecuted in England, against any person or persons for anything done 
in pursuance of this Act such person or persons ID.a\V plead the general issue, ID.a\V 
give this Act, or the special matter in evidence, and any trial to be add 
thereupon, and tha,t the same was ' done by authority of this Act; and if a person 
shall pass for the defendant or defendants, or the plaintiff or plaintiffs shall 
become nonsuit, or discontinue his, her, or their action or actions after issue 
joined, or if upon demu.rrer, or other\!1ise, judgement shall be given against the 
plaintiff of plaintiffs, the defendant or defendants shall recover treble costs, 
and have the like remedy for the. 'same, as any defendants have ' by lal'l in other 
cases. 

XXVIII. And be it furlher enacted, That all actions suits, and prosecutions, 
t o be commenced in England, against any person or persons, for anything to be 
done in pursuance of this Act, shall be laid and tried in the county or place 
,V'here the act was committed, and shall be commEnced l'lithin 6 calendar months 
after the fact committed, and not othenV'ise. 

XXIX. Provided al,.,ays, and be it further enacted, That this Act shall not 
extend, or be any ways construed to extend, to any mills or other buildings 
erected, or which may hereafter be erected, for the purpose of maki~~ gunpowder, 
in any lro1ds belonging to His Majesty, his heirs or successors, or to the keeping 
of gunpowder or any storehouse or magazine belonging to His Majesty, his heirs or 
successors, or to hinder the trial of gunpowder by His Majesty's officers, and is 
usual, for the service of His Majesty, his heirs or successors, or to the 
keeping of gunpowder at the magazines that now erected for that purpose, of 
Barking, Creeks Mouth, in the County of Essex and Erith Level, in the County of 
Kent, or to tha ke~ping of gunpowder of the magazines or stor ehouses now erected 
near Liverpool, in the County of Lancaster, or the City of Bristol, or to the 
carriage of gunpo,\,lder, t o or from the King's magazine, under a special and expressed 
order of the King's Board of Ordnance; such order to contain the quantity of 
gunpowder so to be carried, and the time for which such ordnance shall be enforced; 
or t o the carriage of gunpowder ,.,i th 'forces on their march, or with the militia, 
during their annual exercise; or ",hich shall be sent f or the use of such forces 
or militias. 

xxx. Provided also, and be it further enacted, that this present Act shall not 
extend to hinder any person or persons from ~ing or conveying an unlimited 
quantity of gunpowder, in such cloSe decked vessels, and manner as hereinbefore 
directed, from any ships or vessels lying below BlackxTall, to any of the 
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magazines for gunpOioJ'der, so situate belovT Blackvlall, or from such magazines to 
any ships or vessels lying below Blac}a.,all, and going' to any place beyond sea, 
or coastwise. 

XXXI. .And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That this Act shall 
commence, and begin to be enforced, on the 1st day of July, One Thousand Seven 
Hundred and Seventy-Tl.,o; and from and immediately after the commencement 
thereof, an Act made of the last session of this present Parliament, (entitled, 
An Act for reducing into one Act of Parliament several laws relating to the 
keeping and carriage of gunpowder, and for the more effectually preventing 
mischiefs, by keeping or carrying gunpOioJ'der into great quantities), and all form 
of statutes so far as they relate to the keepil~ and carriage of gunpowder, shall 
be and the same are hereby repealed. 


