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. ARMS AND EXPLOSIVES. MAY , 1898. 

THELATESIR VIVIAN MAJENDI E . 

It came as a shock to the enti re ind ustry of exp losives to 

read of t he sndden death, at Oxfotd, on the 24th ult., of 

Colonel Sir Vivian D . II'Iajendile, R.A ., K.C .B. In the news· 

paper a.ccounts which have referred to the late Chief Inspec

tor of Explosives we read th<:t he was born in 1836, that he 

entered the Royal Arti llery in 1854, and that he was 

appointed Chief Inspector of Explosives in 1871, and further, 

that he saw a good deal of active ser vice in the earlier put 

of his military career; but the daily newspapers say noth ing 

of the single · minded thoroughness with wh ich he carried on 

the daily routine of his work af the Home Off1ce , dealing only,' 

as they do, with the more sensational incidents of his career, 

when, for instance, at considerable risk to himself, he opened 
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an inferna l machine which , for a ll he knew, might go off a t 

any moment. 

T o those in the explosive trade, however , hi s ceaseless 

activity in the duties of inspection, the courtesy and fa ir

mindedness with which he ca~ried out the stri ngent provisions 

of a highly complicated Act, will always remain among tbe 

keenest recollection s of the past. Sir Vidan Majendie was 

the very best type of Government official, fo r he at all times 

reco~n ised that trade in terests must be considr;red even when 

departmental a uthority gave him the best excuse for disre· 

garding such requirements. In no case, however, was the 

efficiency of bis work allowed to suffer, whatever persona l 

sympathies might suggest. He became Chief In spector ·of 

Explosives when the Act first came into exis tence, a nd he has 

continued in office ever since , and year by year his annual 

reports h ave show n a steady improvement in the condi tions 

of what was originally a da ngerous industry . The precau · 

tions which have been elaborated nnder his care are now 

such that the death -rate by accident in the entire trade is 

littl e more than eight a year, a proportion which will compare 

mos t favourab ly with the ord inary mecha nical ind ustries of 

the coun try. To judge by experience, on e wou ld say that Sir 

Vivian Majendie was never happier tban when carryin g on 

h is work, for the indefatigable ind ustry with which b e replied 

to a ll correspondence, and held himself person ably ava iJ able 

wherever his presence would be advan tageous , was a lesson 

such as many younger men could witb advantage take to heart. 

Whenever he was approach ed with a view to the modification 

of such rules and regulat ions as see med tp bear with unneces

sary hardness upon some section of th e trade, he was always 

r eady to receive rep resentation·s upon the subject, and, where

ever possib le, he prom ptly introdl1ced an Oreler in Council for 

rem edying the ills which hael grown up under changing con

ditions of trade. 

Although so keen on all connected wit h his work, he by no 

mea ns excluded the lighter interests of social enjoyment. 

Above a ll tbings, h e took th e greatest interes t in the doings 

of a large circle of young friends. At the juven il e fancy dress 

ball s at the t-'Iansion House he was a lways the centre of a gay 

throng of children, whose pl ayful intercourse with him showed 

that they were on the best of terms . An especia l SOl1fC(l of 

enjoYlllen t to him was the personal interest he took in the 

choir boys of st. Paul's Cathedral, who co ll ective ly ami indio 

\·idnal ly 100kec1upon him as their best friend. In photography 

he took the keenest deligh t, and the large amount of travellin g 

wh ich his work reqnired gave him excell ent opport unities [or 

gra tifyi ng this taste. 

However, as we saicl above, h is loss in the trade will be 

felt on account of th e en ligh tened manner in which h e carried 

out a d ifficult task . Hi~ coll eagues, Colonel Ford an d Captain 

Thompson , wi ll regret for a long tim e to come that hi s valll alJ le 

experience and guidi ng knowledge is los t to the Exp losives 

Depa r tlllen t of th e Home Office; but wit h such an exa mpl e 

bef.:Jre th em , we h ave no doubt th at Co lonel Ford , as C hi ef 

Inspector, and Captain Thompson, as second ill command, will 

carryon the best ti'adit ions of the department wh ich has 

grown up uncl er th e fos terin g care of their late C hief. T hey 

will be ass isted in t heir work by Cap tain Cooper- Key, whose 

wor k at Woolwich in connection with the testing operations 

carried out under th e provisions of t he Coal lI-lines Regulation 

Act , will fIt hilll for this increase in tbe scope of his work . 

The portra it we give is an exce ll ent lik eness of the late Sir 

Vivian Majenclie. It fully expresses , as so few portra it s do, 

the a lert and ever-ready look which was the most prominent 

characteristi c of the original. 

MR. H. J. HARRISS.-We nnderstand that Mr. H. J. 

Harriss h as recently seve red his connection with the firm of 

Messrs . J oseph Lang & Son, and that he shortly in ten ds to 

open premises where h e will trade in his own name. Mr. 

H arri ss has our very heartiest wishes for his success in .the 

new venture . Vie a re pleased to note tb a t th e members of 

tb e Snrrey County Gun Club have elected to appoin t Mr. 

H arr iss as their armourer in the future , a nd arrangements are 

r apidly proceeding fo r equipping a new ground a t W im bledon 

Park . 
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