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THE SKUA ROCKET SYSTEM was developed in the middle-1960s
at Bristol Aerojet Ltd. of Banwell, Somerset, United Kingdom. The
series was designed to obtain meteorological readings in the upper
atmosphere and the prototypes were possessed of a 70,000m.(200,000’)
altitude capability. Operational firings were timed to coincide with the
International Quiet Sun Year (IQSY) programme, from the South Uist
island launch site.

The prototypes were boosted from truck-borne tubes utilising a

/] discarding sabot to centralise the projectile in the launcher and cut
q;',i £ down launch dispersion. Throughout the late 1960s and early 1970s the
- = Skua Rocket System proved a great success with over 500 firings being
Vitaminad LX) “oc P8 recorded.
J The model depicted is a SKUA 2 and represents an average example of the marque
e and does not duplicate a specific prototype.
J Enclosed within this pack are the following:-

. Dimensioned drawings of the full-sized Skua 2 taken from
Aeromodeller magazine, July 1984. These are approved by BAJ (the
company Bristol Aerojet Ltd. has become).

. Simple workshop drawing of the model.

. Colour photographs and xerographic prints of full-size Skua 2

prototypes stored at the London Science Museum & University College
London.

. Scale ruler applicable to model @ 1:3.0769 scale.
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THE SKUA ROCKET SYSTEM was developed in the middle-1960s
at Bristol Aerojet Ltd. of Banwell, Somerset, United Kingdom. The
series was designed to obtain meteorological readings in the upper
atmosphere and the prototypes were possessed of a 70,000m.(200,000’)
altitude capability. Operational firings were timed to coincide with the
International Quiet Sun Year (IQSY) programme, from the South Uist
island launch site.

The prototypes were boosted from truck-borne tubes utilising a
discarding sabot to centralise the projectile in the launcher and cut
down launch dispersion. Throughout the late 1960s and early 1970s the
Skua Rocket System proved a great success with over 500 firings being
recorded.

The model depicted is a SKUA 2 and represents an average example of the marque
and does not duplicate a specific prototype.

Enclosed within this pack are the following:-

Dimensioned drawings of the full-sized Skua 2 taken from
Aeromodeller magazine, July 1984. These are approved by BAJ (the
company Bristol Aerojet Ltd. has become).

Simple workshop drawing of the model.
Colour photographs and xerographic prints of full-size Skua 2

prototypes stored at the London Science Museum & University College
London.

Scale ruler applicable to model @ 1:3.0769 scale.
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BRITISH AEROJET SKUA 2

- prototype stored at University College London
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BRITISH AEROJET SKUA 2

Colour Photographs - prototype stored at London Science Museum
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f Full-Size Prototype.

3 Dimensions
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low dispersion. | he exceptional economy Of tNis type Of SOUNaINg rocket system Is due to the use of a simpie
case bonded, end burning, solid propellant charge and a recoverable boost system. The motors are supplied by
the Rocket Propulsion Establishment, and possess a very high performance for their size. The recoverable
boost lands very close to the launcher. A non-recoverable boost can be supplied for firings from ships.

SKUA and PETREL rockets both use the same launcher. This is basically a £3 cm. diameter tube, 10 m. long
which can sitherbe mounted on atruck (the mobilelauncher,) onaturntable orasimple crane (pivot launcher).

PETREL and SKUA can be supplied with standard forward ejecting or clam shell noses.

SKUA ROCKET

242 c.m.

NOSE SEPARATION JOINT IMP MOTOR

\ 13-1c.m. MAX DIAMETER

- : I c.g.

l I

5.M. FLYING DIAMETER RADAR REFLECTIVE PARACHUJTE

SONDE AERIAL
151 c.m. ~!

SONDE

PETREL ROCKET

334 c.m.

PAYLOAD VOLUME
11 LITRE = 670 IN?

19-05 c.in. DIAMETER

¥

‘ o
- \ c.g.
AN ~ [)
\TELEMETRY 3-16 Kg. CENTRE OF GRAVITY

POWER SUPPLIES

64 c.m.

INTERNAL PAYLOAD 10 Kg. LIMITS OF
CENTRE GRAVITY

172 cm. ——————

I % PIVOT l SKUA BOOST l
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Crown Copyright
PLATE IV'———THE”SKUA ROCKET WITH DEVELOPMENT AND LAUNCHING TEAMS
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ALTITUDE
KILOMETRES

i, 85° LAUNCH

APOGEE ALTITUDES

18
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100
90 g
| P
i
§ 70 .
1 B
60 -
50
40 g ¥
& =19-05 cm. £
E
30 - g
20
10 -
0 , - S,
5 10 15 20 kg. L
Weight of PAYLOAD (Everything Forward of Motor) b

Bristol Aerojet Ltd.,
Banwell,
Weston-super-Mare, .
England. :
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