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I am, f:ar, 
Youl'hhumble servant, 

(agd) Wm. Congreve. 
Deputy Oomptroller. 

¢ 
P. S. You will please to obatn've -chat !f ,l}fre6ftor yon shou14 have 
any Horae Mills erecte.d; at' any new Water M i1s whose Runners cannot 
go at the rate of Six ReVolution~ in a Minut@ as your present Mills 
are oapabl$ of doing you rnust never think of working your ohargee so 
ahort 8 time as :3 hours but must W,9~k the,m in proportion to the weight 
ot suoh new Runners and the Veloci,t~ with whioh they mQve, oompar$d 
wi th the;, Weight and Veloei ty of youi' present Runner·s. 

Xth1nk it is neoessary to give youth:1e caution because ~ 
.hours a.nd a h~ft' the time you formerly worked your chargee was not 
aui'fiolent tonaorporate your Ing~edienta eo as to make a Durable 
Grain. 

, "t 

To: Jill". Wm. Newton, 
Maater Worker at the Royal Powder 

Mills, Waltham Abbey, 

Bee letter dated 17th Ootober, 1604. 

Thie lette;,;- is lntet-estlng 8e it, sivee mani partioulars as to 
the Manufacturer of Gunpowder as oarried out in 1786, and there 
seem to be very few records r~ntaining. 

Goodwood 

16th Sept, 1788, 

Gentlemen, 

Major Congreve having transmitted to me your Report to him of' 
the 4th instant. respecting the state of the Locka upon the Navigation 
Cut of the River Lee from the Town of Waltham Abbey up to King 'a Weir, 
in which you state that they are so much out, of repair a6 to cauae u 
great waste of water to the Injury of the Powder Uills, which waste of 
water is partioularly forbid by Act ot Parliament, I am to desire 
that you will immediately make a regular compla1.nt of this to Mr. Rooke 

" ~ ttorney at Hertford and' desire him to lay it before the Trustees ot 
~ne Navigation at their first _meeting and take such other steps as may 
- -'be directed by the Acta ot Parliament in order that'&; proper measures 

may be adopted to remedy the abuses or neglect you complain of. 

I am, Gentle~en, 
Your most obedient humble Servant, 

Respeotive Orrioers. 
Wal tham Abbey. 

(agd)R1ohmond, etc. 

31 Dec. 1788. 

The Board direct ahat owing to the miachief done in the storekouGe 
b~ the Rats 3 oats be kept by the store house man and that he be paid 
4d per week for eaoh. ' 

as 

Let 

! 
, i 



() 
o 

'~ My "Lord Dllke &: Rt. Han. & Han. Gentn. 

ROYAL POWDER MILLS, WALTHAM ABBEY. 

18 April, 1792 

We humbly beg to report that on unloading a waggon load of' 
charcoal Jno Redman a Labourer . at thia plaoe was so p1uch in liquor 
(when he oame to work at 6 Oclook in the morning) that on going 
up the ladder with a sack of charcoal he fell do~~ but reoeived 
but' 11 ttle injury. Jno Ma$on~ another LabX' s81d to him "Redman, 
you have had a drop at Mr. Ways Spring water too muoh this morn1ng", 
meaning Gin, on whioh R~dman struck and kioked Mason BH several 
times. whioh t-reatment he had prudence enough not to return. " When Jlll the coal was unloaded Mason said to Mr. Goodfellow 
(Master Mixer) lilt' 1e a pity that you let Redman g6 up the ladder". 
Goodfellow answered "It I waste say anything to him I should get 
myself abused and you hael better hold your tongue. 1I 

We request your oommands whether Redman t1hould be oontinued in 
the Servio~; having been guilty of the above offenoes ot ooming to 
his duty in liquor and f1ghting 1n the Works. 

We are, 
.My Lord Duke etc. 

( a gd) J. ltV • H. 
Ronble Board of Ordnance. 

20 Feb. 1793. My Lord Duke, eto. 
We humbly beg to represent that the underment10ned persona 

constantly employed by this Office sa Gunpowder makers and Bargemen 
are aprehene1V'e of be;1.ng detained by the Impress Of:fioeJ. on the 
River Thanles.. We request that you" will be" pleased to 'grant them 
protection, 

Jno. Oook 
Jno "Turnham Wm. FUller. 

We are etc. 
,(egd) J .W. . RiC. 

... n seized by the preas; Gang" • 

Sir, 

ROYAL POWDER MILLS, WALTHAM . A»~Y • 

3 May, 1794. 

We beg leave to acknowl,edge thereoej-pt ot: your letter ot: 29th 
ul to. respeotingthe persons el11Plbyed in the. Roya.'! 'P1"\,.,ra." .......... ~ 
this plaee Jeml'ling the m .. "".,,... ...... ,_·--'- .... -~---.. . 
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Notwi thstanding the repeated catltion given to him he CHme to tak(~ hie 
turn of duty to wOl~k t.wo Mills (:cx'om 6 to 12 0' clock nt night) so muoh 
in liquor that we were obliged to send him home, and he.vo suspended 
him until we reoei ve your oormnands whether he is to be dischal'ged :from 
the Servioe. 

We are My Lord Du.ke & Rt. Honble & Honble Gentm, 
Your most obedient &: Most Hum'hIe 8ervcmts, 

(sgd, ) aas W:right 

Honble Board of Ordna.noe. 

Jno Olowdesly • 

ROYAll POWDlm MILLS, 
WALTHAM ABBI!;Y. 

10 Ooto.17S9. 

'I -{ Sir, 

i ~ 
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John Smith, a 
been upon ttle siok 
ohiefly an ague. 
proper times tor a 

labourer at this 'place who carne from Ptlversham has 
list since the 28 Ang. last. His clisol'der hUG been 
I have frequently observed him to walk about at im
person having that disorder upon him. 

Yesterday there was a Horse ruce L'1.t Endf1eld meadows and tho t -the w 
••• ters were so much out that no person could walk without being half le~ 

deep in watel~ yet 8mi th went there and stayed several hours in the Wet a 
Dirt which wile dangerous for anyone in full houlth. 

'rhe Labourers speak muoh Of,Jlis behavioup and 1 am afraid iG will b 
a bad preoedent fbr others to play 10080 whentl;t:hey may happen to 1)6 unwe 
I have mentioned this matter to receive your d1reQtions In what manner t 
man 1s to be treated. 

I am, Sir, 
Your mos.t obedient humbJ.e 8el~vant. 

(agd) J.W. Wright. 

The Oontl'oller of' the Hoyal LaboratoJ"Y. 

...... ' l"ord Duke & Rt. Fanble & IIonble Gentm, 

ROYAL POWDER MILLS, 
4 Feb. 1790 • 

We beg leave to report that this morning at one ot olock one of the Queen' 
Mead Mille blew up which entirely unroofed the same. The oharge had bel 
worked an hour. 'rhos. Graylin the Millrnanon duty had juwt shoved the 
Charge up and Bwept down the Curb and Cheese and. wus going towal'ds the dl 
to do the fHlme duty in the other Mill when the Blow happened. It set f: ' 
to his jaoket but he received no other injury. 

We beg to represent that the QUBrt~ring in the roof will do again b1 
the covering boa.rds must be new as the old 0110S are ao much injured by bl 
spii t and the nail hoI en do much tore open that they will not keep out rl 
We are going to popuir the Mill the. tit may be set to worl\: atl Boon as 
possible which we hope will meet wi th :V'om" approbation. 

on the 23 sept J.Bst wo received your Commands to Denc1 th0 Biro Engir 
to the Tower to be Inspected and the necessary repairs done to them. 

We humbly berr to reprosent the bod consequenccB which may happen by 
the gnrrinensbelnlt sent. f'r'om this 'OlallA _ HS th(iJi 1'" HR.!'? mA1r l)A h()l1l"1.v expeo1 


