Whse 1974

Fin ey
o i Mhme
\T188 —1 193



i am, SBir,
Yourhhumble servant, -

(sgd) Wm., Congreve.
Deputy Comptroller,

P.S. You will please to observe that if hfreafter ou should have
any Horse Mills erected, or any new Water M 8 whose Runners cannot
go at the rate of Six Revolutlons in a Minute as your present Mills
are capable of doing you must never think of working your charges so
short a time as 3 hours but must work them in proportion to the weight
of such new Runners and the Veloclty with which they move, compared
with the Weight and Velocity of your present Runners, ,

T think it is necessary to give you this caution because 2
hours and a ga%g, the time you formerly worked your charges was not
sufficient to Incorporate your Ingredients so as to make a Durable

Grain, S

To: Mr. Wm. Newton,
Master Worker at the Royal Powder
Mills, Waltham Abbey, '

g See letter dated 17th October, 1804,

nﬁﬁ? This letter is interesting as it gives many particulars as to
the Manufacturer of Gunpowder as carried out in 1788, end there
seem to be very few records remaining,

Goodwood
16th Jept, 1788,

Gentlemen,

Major Congreve having transmitted to me your Report to him of
the 4th instant. respecting the State of the Locks upon the Navigation
Cut of the River Lee from the Town of Waltham Abbey up to King 'a Welr,
in which you state that they are so much out of repalr as to cause &
great waste of water to the Injury of the Powder Mills, which waste of
water is particularly forbid by Act of Parliament, I am to deslire
that you will immedistely make a regulsr complaint of this to Mr. Rooke
 Attorney at Hertford and desire him to lay it before the Trustees of
‘.ﬁﬁe Navigation at their first meeting and take such other steps as may
"he directed by the Acts of Parliament in order that proper measures

may be adopted to remedy the abuses or neglect you complain of«

I am, Gentlemen,
Your most obedient humble Servant,

(sgd) Richmond, eta,

Respective O0fficers,
Waltham Abbey.

#; ' 31 Dec., 1788.

The Board direct &hat owing to the mischief dome in the gtorekouse
by the Rats & cats be kept by the Store hwouse man and that he be pald
44 per week for each. ' o
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{{ ROYAL POWDER MILLS,
14 WALTHAM ABBEY,

18 April, 1vos

up the ladder with g sack of charcoal he fell down but received
‘but 1ittle injury, Jno Mason, another Labr said to him "Redman,
you have had g drop of Mr. Ways 8pring watep too much thig morning'

. When all the coal was unloadeq Mason said to Mr. Goodfellow
(Master Mixer) n1g 14 8 pity that you let Redman 80 up the ladder,
Goodfellow answered "If I wag to say anything to him 1 should get
nyself ebused ang you had better hold youp tongue, "

the Service, having been guilty of ove offences of coming to
his duty in liquor ang fighting in the Works,

We requegt your commandsg whether Redman ghould be continued in
the agb

We are, ' .
My Lord puke ete,

(sgd) J.w. H.

Honble Boarg of Ordnance,

20 Feb, 1793,

My Lord Duke, ete,

We hugbly beg to represent :
constantly employed by thig Office ag Gunpowder mekers and Bargemen
are aprehensive of being deteineg by the Impress O0fficel on the
River Thames, We request that you wily be pleased to grant them
protection, ‘

Jno. Cook

Jno. Turnham
Wm, Fullepr,

ﬂﬁﬂ!g , We are etc,

(agd) J‘WO RQC;
} "seizea by the Press Gang", |
ROYAL POWDER MILLs,

WALTHAM ABBEY,
3 May, 1794,

We beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 29t
ulto, respeeting the personavempIOygdﬂin the Roval Pamwaos s



Ly
(K)O?IZ\ {
Notwithstanding the repeated caution given to him he came to teke hils
turn of duty to work two Mills (from 6 to 12 o'clock at night) so much
in liguor that we were obliged to send him home, and have suspended
him until we receive your commands whether he is to he discharged from
the Service,

We are My Lord Duke & Rt. Honble & Honble Gentm,
Your most obedient & Most Humble Servants,

(sgd ) Gas Wright Jno Clowdesly,

Honble Board of QOrdnanceé.

ROYAI, POWDER MILLS,
WALTHANM ABBEY,

10 Octo.1789,

;?%i¥ sir,

i John 8mith, a lebourer at this place who came from Paversham has
been upon the slck list since the 28 Ang, last, His disorder has been
chiefly an sgue, I have frequently observed him to walk about at im-
proper times for a person having that disorder upon him,

= Yesterday there was a Horse race at Endfield meadows and tho' the &

Y ters were so much out that no person could walk wlthout helng half lef
deep in water yet Smith went there and stayed several hours in the Wet a
Dirt which wuas dangerous for anyone in full health,

a The Leabourers apeak much of .his behaviour and 1 am afraid it will b
88 | a bad precedent for others to play loose whentthey may happen to bHe unwe
i I have mentioned this matter to receive your direc¢tions in whet manner t
| man is to be treated.

I am, Sir,
Your most obedient hunmble Servant,

(egd) J.W. Wright..
The Controller of the Royal Laboratory.

ROYAL POWDER MILLS,
4 Feb, 1790,

# 1.0rd Duke & Rt. Honble & Honble GentM™,

We beg leave to report that this morning at one o'clock one of the Queen
Mead Mille blew up which entirely unroofed the same. The Charge had be
worked an hour, ‘fhos. Graylin the Millman on duty had just shoved the
charge up and swept down the Curb and Cheese and was going towards the 4
to do the mame duty in the other Mill when the Blow happened. It aet £
to his Jacket but he receilved no other injury,

We beg to represent that the Huartering in the roof will do again
the govering boards must be new as the old ohes are go much injured by b
split end the nall holes do much tore open that they will not keep out r¢
We are going to repair the Mill that 1t may be set to work as soon as
pessible which we hope will meet with your approbation,

On the 23 Sept last we received your Commands Lo send the Bire Kngill
to the Tower to be Inspected and the necessary repairs done to thent.

We humbly beg to represent the bad consequences which may huappéen by
the Enginesasbeing sent from this place. as their use mav ha hnnh1v expeci



