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types developed for specific purposes); these were the incendiary, 
and the medium- and high-capacity explosive bombs.8 

The new bomb facility at Chorley covered all these types, from 
incendiaries and small to medium general purpose bombs of 
401bs to 4,OOOlbs, to the medium- and high-capacity bombs which 

Plate 3.1 (ref 3.15). ranged in size from SOOlbs to the 12,OOOlb Tallboy bombs.9 Chor- Empty shells came 
ley also helped in the development of one-off, specialist bombs, into ROF Chorley 
and in 1943 the factory is reputed to have~filled the bouncing from the 'empty 

man ufacturers', bombs designed by Barnes Wallis, the 9,lSOlb Upkeep (strictly usually one of the 
speaking being a mine). According to some former wartime other 'engineering 

. employe~s, o~~r"N~y;.of.the bQuncing ,bombswere filled>at Chorley - ROFs': -'FhefcaIlie to· ~ ...::.:. .~ ·on Gro-up 8.1(; These were used in May 1943 for the night-time the factory by road 
k h d f · h' h l' d h d and rail, On the attac on teams 0 the RIver Ruhr w lC supp le y ro- factory they were 

electricity for the main industrial complex of the Ruhr valley in received on Group 6 
Germany.ll (later Group 8) in one 

of the 'transit From the beginning of the European war in 1939 the United 
buildings', The plate States had supported Britain on an informal basis. In November shows shells in 

1940, after Roosevelt had been re-elected as president, more formal building B18 in 1941. 
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PRIVATIZATION AND BEYOND 

anq run defence industry. Its size and the scale of working during 
the war were a reflection of Britain's war effort. The maintenance 
of the site long after the war, at a much reduced level, with over 
half the factory mothballed, reflected successive governments' 
belief in a state owned defence industry. This changed with the 
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