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Miss ¥ Levitt

Head of the Kemmallien Division

British Museum of Natural Huhry ENg 2921
Cromwell Roed

London SE7 o December 1976

Deaxr lMiss Levitt
MAMMALLIAN HIDES

We spoke recently cancerning the upper ranges of thicknesses of animal hides
perticularly the elephent, hippo, rhino, buffalo and cow hides.

The Establishment holds in the Historical Museum the remains of part of a hide
end researches have revealed that these hides used to line the flcor and walls
of some of the wooden single storey buildings, These buildings formed part of
the gunpowder factory which was based upon this site some time ago, 3By
suitable footwear and other preventative measures, the hides in the buimgos
mddtoadmtonmmmnofalpu'kintmmwhram

Any information on the above topic of the hides that is able to be provided
would be gretefully received at ERDE,

Yours sincerely

¢ i Chepman
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15 December 1976
Bgar:s?‘ShaR?an
Your telephone enquiry about the thickness of hides was passed to me for reply.

I made enquiries from the British Leather Manufacturers Research Association,
Milton Park, Egham and received the following information.

Elephant :- L cms to 6 cms.
Hippo := U4 cms to 5 cms.
Cowhide := 0.5 cms to 2.0 cms.

P4
A1l these figures depend upon which part of the hide is sampled. For example
buffalo is very light on the spine and thick on the belly. Hippo hide tends to
thickness where the animals are exposed to battle scars.

Rhino hide was thought to be about the same thickness as Hippo; however in
Grzimek's "Animal life encyclopaedia' Rhino hide is said to be thin in comparison
with hippo hide which takes up to six years to ten satisfactorily and is then 4.5
cms thick. Elephant hide was given as 2 cms to 4 cms thick. It should however be
realised that the hide of the living animal is not the same as the specimens
usually measured, there being a high percentage of water in living skins.

The Zoological Society (London) may be able to help you further in so far as they
deal from time to time with uncured specimens of the species you mentioned.

Ao S

Yours sincerely

G Jackson
Public Services

Members of the staff of the British Library cannot accept liability for the opinions they express on objects submitted for identification or for information,
neither can they give valuations
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15 December 1976

Dear Mr Chapman

Your telephone enquiry about the thickness of hides was passed to me for reply.
I made enquiries from the British Leather Manufacturers Research Association,
Milton Park, Egham and received the following information.

Elephant :- L4 cms to 6 cms.
Hippo := U4 cms to 5 cms.
Cowhide := 0.5 cms to 2.0 cms.

P
A1l these figures depend upon which part of the hide is sampled. For example
buffalo is very light on the spine and thick on the belly. Hippo hide tends to
thickness where the animals are exposed to battle scars.

Rhino hide was thought to be about the same thickness as Hippo; however in
Grzimek's "Animal 1life encyclopaedia'" Rhino hide is said to be thin in comparison
with hippo hide which takes up to six years to ten satisfactorily and is then 15
cms thick. Elephant hide was given as 2 cms to 4 cms thick. It should however be
realised that the hide of the living animal is not the same as the specimens
usually measured, there being a high percentage of water in living skins.

The Zoological Society (London) may be able to help you further in so far as they
deal from time to time with uncured specimens of the species you mentioned.

Yours sincerely
Ju~b/é:ﬁ4h_\\J

G Jackson
Public Services

Members of the staff of the Beitish Library cannot aceept liahility for the opinions they express on objects subnntted for identification or for information,
nedher can they give valuations
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Dear Mr Jackson

Many thanks for your letter of 15 December ooncerning
different animel hides.

I am sure our enguirer will find solace in the
information and the statistics provided.

All best wishes for the season,
Yours sincerely

=

C M Cheapman
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Mr C M Chapman
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Date 7 January 1977

Dear Mr Chapman

I am sorry there has been a delay in answering your
enquiry. Miss Levitt is at present on sick leave but
I will give you the measurements she has obtained to
date from her notes.

The Life of the Hippopotamus by Bradley Smith quotes the
hide of a hippopotamus as being "almost one inch thick".
Sylvia K Sikes in The Natural History of the African
Elephant says that the skin of Loxodonta africana may
reach 3cm, that is over 1 ihch. It seems to me most
unlikely that such exotic skins would have been used
for the purpose you mention, as they would have needed
large quantities.

I have forwarded your original letter and a copy of

this reply to the British Leather Manufacturers Research
Association in the hope that they will be better able

to advise you in this matter.

Yours since%ely ;
e

DAP M HILLS
Mammal Section



