


2. ' Bob ' Berry 
In the Victorian and Edwardian eras in a town such as Waltham Abbey dominated 
by one industry or factory it was not uncommon for sons to follow fathers into the 
same factory and this gave rise to several ' dynasties' . 
Economic pressures meant that there was pressure for sons to start employment 
after leaving school at 15. There was an onus on employers to make an age check 
on young persons and this could be done by a formal requisition on the Registrar of 
Births and Deaths and an official form was provided for this purpose (see picture) 
The Berry family were an example of continuing employment at the Royal Gun
powder Factory. James Berry was a labourer there and at the age of 14 in 1901 
his son Samuel Robert applied for employment as a boy. The copies show the 
Factory 's Requisition for a birth certificate with Factory stamp bottom left and 
Samuel 's birth certificate . 

The photograph appears in a book written by Samuel's daughter Enid, now Enid 
Clay, born in 1920 at 15 Woollard Street, entitled ( 1 can Remember ( with recol
lections of life in the Waltham Abbey area from the late 1920s onwards. It pro
vides a vivid picture of social conditions from that time. 

Samuel, later known locally as ' Old Bob', spent his working life at the Factory, 
achieving the position of foreman. He retired in 1955 aged 68 and awarded the 
Imperial Service Medal. 
Les Tucker 

The experience of boys at the Mills could provide a treasure trove of incidents 
etc. Please send any memories which could be published in Touchpaper to the 
Editor. 

[14] 

Robert Berry - Birth Certificate & Requisition Form 
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IMPERIAL SERVICE MEDALS 
AWARDED TO WALTHAM MEN 

AT a ceremony in Hoppit Hall at the E.R.D.E. 01\ Tuesday, 
two Waltham Abbey residents. Mr. Samuel Robert Berry, 

of 76, Honey Lane, and Mr. Edward Henry Jackson, of 
40. Roullton Road, each received the Imperial Service Medal 
to marl. their long and m eritorious government service. 

Both entered government ser
vice at Waltham Abbey as boysl 
in 1901. Mr. Berry, who is 65, Berry occurs very frequently, 
is still employed at the fa ctory and I am sure that the Mr. Berry 
and is a laboratory worker. Mr. present is rel:J ;ed to this distin
Jackson, at the t ime of h is guished famil y. As regards J ack_ 
retirement in July of this year , sons, ther e have been some 
was employed as a pa inter. He notorious a 11 d distinguished 

is 65. J acksons associa,ted with this 
Many colleagues of Mr. Berry establishment. but for the pur

and . Mr. Jackson attended the pose of this presentation, we will 
p r esentation, which was made by assume that the Mr. Jackson 
Dr. C. H. J6hnson, Chief Supt. 
of the E.R.D.E. 

UNBLEMISHED RECORDS 

Dr. Johnson said: "Two of our 

present is ot t.he distinguished 
line of Jacksons who have 
served this establishment from 
time to time." 

colleagues have been awarded Dr. Johnson then made the 
the Imperial Service Medal fo r awards to the two . sta lwarts 

amid cheering and clapping from long service and unb lemished 
r ecords. It is, therefore. my their colleagues. 

privilege to m ake the presenta- Mr. Berry and Mr. J ackson 
tions on behalf of Her Majesty suitably responded and thanked ( 
the Queen. It is a very great Dr. Johnson, Mr. Berry adding 
honour for the establishment and that when he eventually retired 
I am very pleased to be associa - he would always rememn the \ 
ted with it. Certa inly, we feel happy time he had at the 
that the award of three medals factory. 
within the last few months is 
something about which we can 
all feel justly proud. 

A DISTINGUISHED HISTORY 

"As you know, this place has a 
long and distinguished history, 
and if you look back into the 
records of the past 100-150 year s, ( 

I you will find that the name 1 
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