


2. ‘ Bob ¢ Berry
In the Victorian and Edwardian eras in a town such as Waltham Abbey dominated
by one industry or factory it was not uncommon for sons to follow fathers into the
same factory and this gave rise to several ‘dynasties’.
Economic pressures meant that there was pressure for sons to start employment
after leaving school at 15. There was an onus on employers to make an age check
on young persons and this could be done by a formal requisition on the Registrar of
Births and Deaths and an official form was provided for this purpose (see picture)
The Berry family were an example of continuing employment at the Royal Gun-
powder Factory. James Berry was a labourer there and at the age of 14 in 1901
his son Samuel Robert applied for employment as a boy. The copies show the
Factory’s Requisition for a birth certificate with Factory stamp bottom left and
Samuel’s copy birth certificate.
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:Photo of Berry'family.
Ii(Bob) Berry is 4th from left
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The photograph appears in a book written by Samuel’s daughter Enid, now Enid
Clay, born in 1920 at 15 Woollard Street, entitled * I can Remember © with recol-
lections of life in the Waltham Abbey area Jrom the late 1920s onwards. It pro-
vides a vivid picture of social conditions Jrom that time.

Samuel, later known locally as ¢ Old Bob *, spent his working life at the Factory,
achieving the position of foreman. He retired in 1955 aged 68 and awarded the
Imperial Service Medal.

Les Tucker

The experience of boys at the Mills could provide a treasure trove of incidents

etc. Please send any memories which could be published in Touchpaper to the
Editor.
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Robert Berry - Birth Certificate & Requisition Form

S s .

BEwE g,
THE PACTORY A% COERSION AT, 1561

i

Srsadurad > . - IR T R L o

EREL DTN M PRET or av KNEEY D 5.0 0¢ un dn porgonen 4 3 . i il W

cmsctol wdh AT KON s BV 0ho 0 1% 10 LADSTR of o R i
Fonbam rory,

OF Birhe wswl Fapet 0 s oia vty o Ok Bonleted b int e B o i bt i tteed
Chodd o B 3P - e b
e e e L= T e ]
N e

Wtk B

1, Mo e, St dedinnct, S e

AR

et iy T oy ) e
2 1 o] mammrammms e | s o e o 55
% e
b y SRS IEHUTRCTRN TS S i)
3 i q 3
N - . dag o, = L, -
Smatarn T,
T =
T 248 i b ke it ~
I T phed 2w ki Ly - e e Ko e s b Tt
e T B R e oy W e s 1 S O R 2 KSR o o PO %0 2.~ T 5
T L S T i S S T R S S
I e et e = e T T JE P e e e by e et o
o] S et ot e P e & o S LTS e 5
{ el L ¢ . Py BN T AT, Pk
= bRl

TR 200 o we BETEY of BREIL

P v Ben pgons oF sl Moitony wiel Wirkabugn e, 300

Shginduadiont Bagbior's et ot RDMOSTON ok
7y Bt
Sy Wacbinisof CARREH st LLEE O o it s o S k R
w ] ommm T een | m s ey iy o R were | RN
bl % sl o st ¥ Sl o Bl
3 |
;
% & A ,
3 KJ”.*I::\ £ v‘fk*« Covam sor "‘""'}‘* ‘M”,“’ . 2 -
ey ARy Mt nie LIS BB e
R S - f e 'v{“ ool e g > <7
A pelibmasnide| o ARikemanad s | e omaitindt Baget A N
e o S g SIS oG P PR
i s £l &
3 { ,'“,, : { 3
1 wee | !
1 i

Frel owtly Whad e shoms: s b Cpr o8 am ity of, B in 4 Bagloiar Bk b, g ity

S s E o ¥ N fr,é’«w Y Mo
L i f”(é‘ 4. E-i“ﬁ: i
g Bt o
W g il ek s
g L
o

K v o

[15]



IMPERIAL

SERVICE MEDALS

AWARDED TO WALTHAM MEN

T a ceremony in Hoppit Hall at the E.R.D.E. on Tuesday,
two Waltham Abbey residents, Mr. Samuel Robert Berry,

of 76, Honey Lane, and Mr.,

Edward Henry Jackson, of

40, Rounton Road, each rececived the Imperial Service Medal
to mark their long and meritorious government service,

Both entered government ser-
vice at Waltham Abbey as boys
in 1901, Mr. Berry, who is 65,
is still employed at the factory
and is a laboratory worker, Mr.
Jackson, at the time of his
retirement in July of this year,
was employed as a painter. He
is 65.

Many colleagues of Mr. Berry
and. Mr. Jackson attended the
presentation, which was made by
Dr. C. H. Johnson, Chief Supt.
of the E.R.D.E.

UNBLEMISHED RECORDS

Dr. Johnson said: “Two of our
colleagues have been awarded
the Imperial Service Medal for
long service and unblemished
records. It is, therefore, my
privilege to make the presenta-
tions on behalf of Her Majesty
.Ithe Queen. It is a very great
honour for the establishment and
I am very pleased to be associa-
ted with it. Certainly, we feel
that the award of three medals
within the last few months is
something about which we can
all feel justly proud.

A DISTINGUISHED HISTORY|

“As you know, this place has a
long and distinguished history,

and if you look back into the
records of the past 100-150 years,
you will find that the name

Berry occurs very frequently,
and I am sure that the Mr. Berry
present is related to this distin-
guished family. As regards Jack-
sons, therc have been some
notorious and distinguished
Jacksons associated with this
establishment, but for the pur-
pose of this presentation, we will
assume that the Mr. Jackson
present is of the distinguished
line of Jacksons who have
served this establishment from

time to time.”

Dr. Johnson then made the
awards to the two ‘stalwarts
amid cheering and clapping from
their colleagues.

Mr. Berry and Mr. Jackson
suitably responded and thanked
Dr. Johnson, Mr, Berry adding
that when he eventually retired
he would always rememcr the
happy time he had at the
factory.
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CERTIFIED COPY of an ENTRY of BIRTIL
t {Issued for the purposes of the ii?‘actory and Workéhop Act, 1891.)
1 S :
{ i

Superintendent Registrg’s District of_,L;DM.OMLON W Z

Registrar’s Sub-Districtlof W/)MMM&// _in the Counti.,V of _ g;dm -
.

-

{ 3
s When and Mo (if ax ‘ | Name aad Surnam l Name and Maiden ank or Profession Signature, Description, and When Signature of
{ where Born, sk o | of Tather, f Surname of Mother. ‘1 of Father. esidence of Informant, oxstered, R%ngiSt’ar'
e MR Attt o0 vt T o s o A S e " Sl e . et i et g, y
| i |

| |
J

e ¥ ' () Bl

Zf TH.

|

I hereby certify that t'xe above is a true gppy of an Entry of, Birth in a Rezister Book i1 ray custody.
Witness !my hand this & = day of W/ L 039 (7.

’ , & Al ? ’

e P " 4

Superintendent R
i (f ‘ i,i

i [Nore.—The word  Superintendent  to be stru

X  CQertific #i8 given by the Registra

W B & L (1138s) —15535-100,000-2-1900 : T e -
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Y {WORKSHOP ACT, 1891,

i & : "
od (Act, or for any purpose

tL!L for the purposes of the asvove-weutioned W
' ¢ Person under the age of

)/ MENT v LABOUR of a Chili or Voung

To the Superintende 1 ag the custody of the Register in which the e th of the under-mentioned

Jerson s registered :— 1

T, the undersigned, hereby pur ome i e ot them, a Certificate of the Birth of the Child o1 @ Or froung Person named in the |
« ‘ oined Hehiod ule, |

Dated this__ - day of ot 19 ;
Signature __; o P f
Yo Address | f :
Occupation | : h , |
2

WHEREAS by Section 20 of the Ty "%zory and Workshop Act, 1891, it is enacted as follows :—‘‘ Where the child or young pergon under the age of sixteen years is required to b

““ thig Act, or for any purpose connected V/ith the elementary education or employment in labour of such child o1 ng:gmon,any person shall, on presenting a written requisition, in such for
“ be from time to time prescribed by the llocal Government Board, and on payment of a fee of gixpence, ntifled to obtain a certified copy under the hand of a registrar or superinten
“ under the Birth and Deaths Registratioh Acts, 1836 to 1874, of the birth of that child or young person; 5 shall on request be supplied without charge by every
“ births, deaths, and marriages.” NOW 'HEREFORE, We, the Local Government Board, in pursuance of th ‘the Statutes in thai alf; hereby Order as follows:—
ArricLe 1.—The requisition to be Zjade to entitle any person to obtain a certified cog of an entry of a e section above-cited shall be in the Form set forth in th
ArticLE II.—This Order shall comq into operation on the First day of January, One thousand eight hun é ’ e .

= GIVEN under tie Seal of Office of the Local Government Board, this Twentieth day

ertained or proved for the purposes of
., and containing such particulnis on may
t registrar, of the entry in ‘e roeister,
uperintendent registrar wud rogictrar of

o Hchedule to this Order. -

in the year One thousand eight hundred and ninety-one.
Signed) OHAS. T. RITC)
Signed

8. B. PROVIS, . ., ant Secretary.

“~
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