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A WHITEHALL re
port on the future of the 
Ministry of Defence 
establishment at WaIth
am Abbey has rei:om
mended closure, em
ployees were told on 
Monday. 

The announcement 
came just two days after 
celebrations were held at 
the 195 acre site in Pow
dermill Lane to mark 200 
years service to the 
Crown. 

Spe:lking to Gazette repor
ter Alan Davis, a spokesman 
Crom the Ministry cited "eeo
nomic rm:tors" as the reason 

Cor the prospective relocation 
of the 70 scientists Involved to 
a larger site In Kent. 

The site on which RARDE 
(Royal Armament Research 

and Development Establish
ment) stands, first saw the 
manuCacture oC gunpowder in 
the 17th century, . and as a 
Royal powder mill sold ex-

Open day for 
the 200th 

• anniversary 
TWO hunured years of cont inuous contribution 
to the Crown is being ce leb ra ted at th e Roya l 
Armament Re sea rch and De ve lo pm e nt 
Esta blishme nt in Waltham A bbey. 

The bicentcnary celcbra- the 27t h Fie ld Rc!!inl c nt. 
tions go t undc rway o n Satur- Rova l A rtill ery. allt1 under
da y with a n ore n da y for c m- wa tc r explosio ns at Newto n ', 
ployces . their families and in - Pool. 
yited gucs ts. In thc eve nin o there wa ' :1 

The es tab li sh mc nt is no t fireworks disrl;i~' a nd a h:lr
normally open to the ge nera l bccuc. It is intcl1lJCd to make 
pu blic heca use of thc nature the opc n day d isp lav 111 0re ae
of the work. and this was the ccss ihle loca ll y bv s taging it :1' 
first o r c n day fo r sc lcc ted an exhibition' in' thc' Erping 
pcople SIn CC 196R. Fo rest District Muscum in 

Thcre was an cx tens ive Sun S treet. Wa ltha ll1 Ahbe,·. 
turnou t a t the wce kcnd . \\' ith starting in Dcccmhe r. . 
a grea t deal o f in tcres t heing 
shown in the va rious dc mon 
str a ti o ns and ex hi h it s at the 
site in Po\\'dermill Lane. and 
a spok esm an sa id aftcrwa rds 
that it had been a "vcry suc
cessful day." 

T he varied programme in
cluded a hand conccrt . a di s
play of smokc and nares. a 
policc dOl! disp lav. a de mon
str a ti o n of an ri 170 gu n hI" 
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plosives to both North and 
South during the American 
Civil War. 

If the report's reeom
mendations arc adopted, the 
main site will close by April 
1990, with the Sewardstone 
Road site owned by Royal 
Ordnance being vacated by 

.mid-89. 
The plans come as part of a 

rationalisation programme 
by the Government to set up 
just one research establish
ment for each oC the armed 
services. 

But they leave a question 
mark over the Cuture of some 
50 support staff including 
technicians and industrials 
who comprise halC the work
Corce. 

Unions involved hal'e been 
invited to consider the propo
sals and make representa
tions before a final recom· 
men dation is made to the 
Secretary of State for De
fence, George Younger. 

On Tuesday, the I\linistry's 
spokesman dismissed all talk 
of redundancies as prema
ture. 

"No decision has actually 
been taken, " he said . 

nut if the proposals are 
adopted it will mean the end 
of a long-standing relation
ship hetween Waltham Ahhey 
and the defence industrv and 
Crown. In the days prior to 
the first major re-organisa
tion in 1945 the Royal Gun
powder Factory was the 

I town' biggest employer. 

And as a research 
establishment, work con
tinued to focus on new explo
sives, and better production 
methods, together with 
chemical research into prop
ellents for missiles an o 
'Weapons. 

A final decision on the 
future of RARDE Waltham 
Abbey is not expected untii 
mid-November. 

I1 went 
like 0 
bomh 
'1'1 IERE was a rare ehancL' 
to see inside Wait ham 
" bbey's ro ya l arms researd l 
eSlahli shme nt when it began 
ih bieenten:lry celebra ti oll ' 
a t the weekend. 

Em ployees. their familic , 
:1I111 ~ue s t s were able to ex 
plm': labora tories and mhe l 
paris of Ihe site. 

NeXI month marks ~()I I 
yea rs of nal ion ,il isl' d expl() 
sivcs OpCI' : ll:l~IlS O li the sir ;. 
whic h sla rled life as Jo lll 
Walton's gu npowder mill. 


