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At the Weald and Downland Mu-
seum, in the tranguillity of the Sussex

~countryside, timber-framed and early

brick buildi have been rescued
from the onslaught of bypasses and
shopping centres. They are painstak-
ingly researched, expertly re-erected
and delightfully set in the agri- mdus-
trial context of the Weald.

Visitors now enjoy regular demon-
Strations of local skills and industries
while at the same time much-needed
Junds are generated for the charitable
trust project.

Burning charcoal at the Weald and
Downland Museum

The museum manages 22 acres of
ged Albert
Peacock to produce S, hazel spars
each week, before an absorbed | public,
fbr thatchzng \vqu. The coppice also
mategigl for hur e-makin
with wattle infill

h orgc and furnaces of the
sixteenth - and - seventeenth-century
Suasexaronmakcrs now fmd ce over
two tonnes of high-quality charcoal
for a growing mar in summer
barbegues.

The activity also explains how the
nearby. village of Chariton got its
name. It had eight such charcoal
kilns. burning continuously, inciden-
tally deforesting the landscape at an
alarming rate.
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