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North London,l, 
factory that just 

m u nit io rf ' I',:," 
udd -nly 

11 

vanl hed 
E
~ dmontoll Hundred Hi sto ric al Society wi ll hold a spec ial onc-day 
- , confcrence on Novc mber 7, w hich will be open to the public, to mark the 

70th anniversary of th e cnd of the First World War. 
The subjec t of the conference will be the role of Enfield in that war. 

The area hac! what was 
probably the larges t mil
itary h os pital in the 
United Kingdom in Ed
monton, a grea t manu 
factory of small arms at 
Enfie ld Lock, and an 
enormous fac tory for the 
produ c ti on of she lls at 
Ponders End. Of this 

DAVID PAM, a former local hIstory and museums 
officer for the London Borough of Enfield, Is 
chairman of the Edmonton Hundred Historical 
Society. He Is also the author of "History of Enfield 
Chase", and Is now preparing a two-volume history 

. of Enfield, the first of which is due to be published 
in about a year. 

latter , little has yet been resources to war work. Brindley and hi s di
rectors. The company at 
Wolverharhpto n was 
drawing so muc h money 
from the Ponders End 

wri tt en . 
It was on December 22 

19 14 that the Rees 
Rototurbo entered into a 
contrac t w ith the War 
Offiee for the produc ti on 
of eig ht - inch and six -inch 
shell s. 

The Govemment paid 
£80,000, e ighty per cent 
o f th e capi ta l expendi 
ture, and furth e r ad 
vanced £ 137 .()()() to the 
f"i rm as working capital. 

I ~ ees RotOlurbo, before 
th e Great War, was 
IlIakill g elec tric dynamos 
Hlld m o tors, centrifugal 
pUlllpS and other hi gh ly 
specia li sed engineerillg 
produ c ts und e r various 
patents. 

From August 1914. the 
firm devoted all its 

Mr. H.S .£3 . Brindley 
was the London manager 
and he alone h ad de tailed 
knowl edge of shell man
ufacture. Early in 1915, 
the firm procured a 
wo rks a t Ponders End 
w here mantle-pieces had 
fonnerly been made. 

On this s ite was set up 
the Po nd ers End shell 
works. Ample land 
existed for expans ion . 
nrindley was placed in 
charge and the pro 
duction of shell s ex
panded so rapidly that by 
June 1916 11 4,827 e ight
inch shells h ad been 
deli vered to the forces. 

During the first year of 
production, a serious 
dispute arose between 

acco unt to cover its own 
lo sses th a t s hell pro
duction was nearly 
crippled. 

At this same time, 
I1rindl ey faced trouble 
wi th hi s wo rk- force. In 
June 19 15, tJl e night shi ft 
held a m eeting outs ide 
th e factory and refused to 
s tart work. It was a 
dispute over piece-work 
rates. The men at length 
agreed to go in but a t 8 
o'clock, 60 of them 
walked out. 

The ris ing cost of food 
was leading to wage 
demands throughout the 
district. · Even the 

Women and girls working at the factory with one of the voluntary canteen workers in 1915. 

labourers working on the 
council roads threatened 
to strike and secured a 
pay rise from 7 112d to 8d 
an hour. A se ttl ement at 
th e sh e ll works was 
speedily agreed. 

L1 0yd George visited 
Ponders End in February 
1916 to see the new 
dining -room recently 
opened there . Six -inc h, 
eight -in c h and heavy 
ho witzer she ll s were then 
in jJroduction. 

Mr. nrindley continued 
to quarrel w ith or ignore 
his management. !lis 

contract with the com
pany provided for n o 

fixed r·~m unera tio n . He 
was broadly entitled to 
25 per cent of the net 
profit, w hich was very 
large indeed. So large 
was it that in September 
1916 all the profits macle 
at the Ponders End works 
were impounded by the 
Govemmenl. 

The works were greatly 
extended in Apr il 191 7 . 
The contracts wer e 
altered. and Government 
machinery was installed 
for rc-lining and making 

guns. 
The War Office now 

d etermin ed to take over 
the fac tory. Th e com
pan y was offered 
£150,000. w hich would 
appe ar to have been 
generous since th e Go 
vernment h ad large ly 
funded the orig in al cos ts. 
Nevertheless, th e CO I1\ 

pany asked for £200,000. 

The fac tory was finally 
taken over by th e 
Ministry o f Munitions in 
September 191 8. It 
e losed down a t tJle end o f 
the war and many of the 

buildings we re de
mo li shcd in 1920. 

I wo ul d lik e to hear 
from anyo ne who knows 
an y thing about thi s im · 
port,mt factory. It grclV 
suddenly from nothin g 
and became onc of thc 
la rgcs l munitions works 
ill th e country. It the ll 
di sappea red ,md seems to 
h ave been forg ottc n 
local ly. I would al so be 
interes ted in any oth cr 
fac tory doing war work 
dllTing the 19 14 to 19 18 
war. 


