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Abbey ClI'lJ,1'ch Monthly refers to thisB!\d event all., . 1 .•• ' :. 

follow8 :-,-" The terrible explosion ' Of abo~t·i. 
1500 pounds of gunpowder whioh oocurred OD' .... 

Decembe'r 13th, about · 2.30 a.m., I>b the Oam': ~, 
Houae, Lower Island, R Ol al . Gunpowder ' . . 
Faotory, has brought sorrow and desolation to'· : 
many homes in the D.elghbourhood, and has · 
cast a deep gloom over the whole pariah. Fifty. ,:. 
years have passed loway since' !\ disaster of~,t.hls ;:. 

• , m!lgnitud~ has ocourred in the rOYlll work8~ In . 
i our parish register of that period we' find that· 
· seven men lost their lives by an exploslon:.6n . ., 7 

., 13th AprU;1843, aDd their mutilated remains 
« . were Interred In the ' churchyard. Nearly 

thirty.two years before that date, on . 27th . 
, November, 1811, elevan mell also rnet with a.. 
: similar violent death, and ten years e!lrlier, on. I 18th April, 1801, nine men were killed by the' 
: that explosion whIch had oJcorred sinoe the 
· mIlIa beoame Government propel ty. . They 
were purohasod by the Board of Ordnance of 

, the owner, John Walton, Esq., ' In the . year 
. 1787. ,'£he fourth ' serioos explooion recorded 
happe.ned near the scene of the recent disaster,. 

: on 16th June, 1870, when five nUIll were fatally ' 
\ Injared, and the saci accidenb on 22nd August. 

[
~ 1890, which cost two poor· men their lives, Is. 
still fresh in our memory." ' . _ . 

'. THE W ALTHAM ABBEY EXPLO· 
:. ' * / • SIONS. • 
~" Odr readers will note with f:ympathetlc· 

· I nteresb the . letter prllltEid beluw, which 
· appeared in t~l' SlJOrtin g Life of l<' riday, 

.,December 29th. We shall be h;\ppy to for.ward" 
any c~ntributlons to the {{ev. lJ', B. J (; hneton, 
if addreesed to us·, The let,er Is as foii0lfs :.~ . 
.' "Sir, -,-;- I hope that, through your kindness, I ' 
may be allowed to make - an appe~l to your 
readers In "cases of Voty excq,t iOlal dist ress \ 
which have come und er my hN!I ~d iate notice. .~ \ 
On Wedne~day, December 13Lb. a . most 
diBRstrons accident oocured at the R oyal GUll, 
p(l'wder Factory, Waltham Abbey. One man 
WBJ ' kilIelJ on the ~pot, and eighb ot hera, after 
great Hullering, succumbed to their irl jlArles, 
T »o Jlf., the dell~ased were ffi ilrtled men ': two · 
Ulore!"WlJre the sole ' support of aged mothers. 
They had 'b'een but a short time In the ('mploy 
of the ' ,.<;l,oternment, and by the regulationa ~ . 
~~- . .!. .>'- '"~ "" ------. - -. _ .. ----.-- '- 1 
r would, therefore; oniy ba entitled to very trifling 1 

I 

ClOmpenliatlon. Since then another disaster has I 
' .()courred ab Waltham Abbey; Last Friday two 

terrible explosions took place at the Oartrldge 
Faotory of Maesfr. Joyce Bnd Co •. All the 

, l'esulhof the!e accident two man have died, Bnd 
, two more Bre·; now in hospltalseverely Injured. 
( It III on. behalf of tbese ~Bd oaeea thab I appeal . . 
,'" I . am oonfident thab when the need of the 
~ berEaved onea Is made known in yonr columns, 
.~: generou8 htlp will be forthooming to s1l"ell the 

fund which Is being laised to assist in their dire 
" distress the widows IInd relatives of t,he dfad 
;: and of the Injured men. The V1car of Waltham 
." Abbl'Y, the Rev. F. B. Johuaton, 'Farm Hill, 

Walthaffi Ahbey, has consenbed to act as 
treasurer of the fond , and subscriptions may be 

, ftnt to him, or to me ao my address. 
Yours, ;ltO., 

W. P. GREENALL. 
Temple House, WaHham Cross, Herts. , . 

• , ; ])Gcemb0r 25 .h, 1893.'" . 

, WrIting to la91; Y'orlnesday's Times upon the 1 
;. .object of the publio subscription, the Mayor 
~." of Hertford says: ,.' It has been decided to 

apply the fund [raised by the subscription] to I 
I;" aSlIlst the families of the victims of the. exploaion 
'. at the Royal Gun powder Factory only. But 

. should . any aubscribers specially desire the 
.. sufferers by the explosion ab Messr". Joyce's 
;:: workllshould be allowed to participate In the 
I fund I~ and thoee who aob with me, will be glad 
i. to be·made acqollinted with their views." 
.i~· '. . ';" . ,'. . ' . ::: . 

~ :" ·;:t ',: ' . TO TH E EDITOR. 
;.. DEAR':." SIR, - Will you kindly, through 
, Jour ' columns, . thank all the members I t and fnends of the Star Football Club I 

for their kindness snd sympathy for our dear 
departed brother, ~dwald Vuwao, who was 

:; , kllled bY' the explosion , of gunpo wde,r In the 
.Government 'mills, and who waB formerly a 

I member of the above club, Our grief wUl nob 
t" allow us to tbank them sufficiently for the 
!. IIplendid wreath whir,h was ' purchased by the 
,'" members and friends of the club for their 
i' , departed member. . Please accept the moat 
; . heartfelt thanks from his widowed mother and 
L his brothers, . '. . . ' 
r , JAME8. GEORGE, JOHN, AND HENRY fuRMAN'. 

~~,:Waltham Ne~town. · . , .... ' •. ' .. ". 
•. . December ",8th" 1893. . .:.~ .. '" : 
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