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GUNPOWDER ... 

It consisteth of three essentiall ingredients: 

1. BRIMSTONE, whose office is to catch fire and flame 

of a suddain, and convey it to the other two. 

2. CHAR-COAL pulveriz'd, which continueth the fire, 

and quencheth the flame, which otherwise would 

consume the strength thereof. 

3. SALT-PETRE, which causeth a windy exhalation, and 

driveth forth the bullet. 

Thomas Fuller 

The Worthies of England, 1662 
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