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Royal Gunpowder Factory Prints from Royal Gunpowder Factory photograph albums, 1 to 75. See
WASC 0936.

1 17.1.1861 No 10 Mill lower island explosion with charge of 50lbs of Enfield Powder

2 17.1.1861 No 10 Mill lower island explosion with charge of 50lbs of Enfield Powder

3 17.1.1861 No 10 Mill lower island explosion with charge of 50lbs of Enfield Powder

4 27.5.1861 Group A Mills Explosion

5 22.8.1890 Explosion No 1 Breaking -down house, showing tail stream (NW)

6 22.8.1890 Explosion No 1 Breaking - down house, ruins as seen from traverse (north)
7 7.5.1894 Explosion Quinton Hill Nitro-glycerine Factory washing house north

8 7.5.1894 Explosion Quinton Hill Nitro-glycerine Factory reeling house

9 7.5.1894 Explosion Quinton Hill Nitro-glycerine Factory wash water settling house

10 1897 Nitrating house Edmonsey (SW)

11 1897 Newtons Pool (HN 316)

12 Group B Mills Lower Island showing railway on the western edge of Group B looking NE

13 15.12.1902  Group G Mills Explosion- 57Ibs of MD Cordite Paste in incorporating machine
in Bay 3 and Engine house

14  15.12.1902  Group G Mills Explosion- 57Ibs of MD Cordite Paste in incorporating machine
in Bay 3. Bays 4, 5,and 6 back view

15 15.12.1902 Group G Mills Explosion- Bay 3 Effect on Group E (see also WASC 103)

16 1903 No 1 Glycerine charge house, QH

17 10.5.1904 Front view of Group H

18 10.5.1904 View of Group E showing traverse

19 10.5.1904 Powder boat outside corrugated iron porch on landing stage of Group H (HN
317)

20 1904 Erection of stoves - Cob Mead

21 1904 Erection of magazine - Cob Mead

22  5.1908 Old Dining hall, near main Office

23  5.1909 Guncotton displacement apparatus

24 Beaters and Poachers - Guncotton

25  7.1917 Women stokers (see WASC 813/8)

26  7.1917 Incorporating house - cordite including workers

27  7.1917 Small press house - cordite including workers with staff identification (Miss A
Hopkins; Mrs Taylor nee Mansfield, Miss K Hale)

27-01 Identification sheet - 0443 27

28  7.1917 Large press house - cordite including workers

29  7.1917 Women workers showing different types of dress uniform (functions identified)

29-01 Identification by function on back - 0443 29

30 7.1917 Electric tractor (Rail)

31 7.1917 Oil locomotive and trucks (Rail)

32 7.1917 Guncotton stove setters (workers)

33  7.1917 Guncotton nitrating house (also LF)

34  7.1917 Guncotton boiling house with workers

35 7.1917 Guncotton pulping machines with workers

36  7.1917 Guncotton moulding machines with workers

37 10.1917 Women workers 1917, range of uniforms

38 10.1917 Women workers - saltpetre refinery

39 10.1917 Types of clothing for slightly wet and very wet work

40 Oil locomotive and trucks (Rail)
41 Oil locomotive and trucks on bridge crossing Millhead Stream near Sandhurst Hospital
(Rail)

42 Oil locomotive and trucks looking north (Rail) (also LF)



43 Oil locomotive and trucks looking north towards refinery bridge (Rail) (HN 316 ?)

44 Oil locomotive and trucks looking north east (Rail)

45 Oil locomotive and trucks looking north (Rail)

46  5.1918 Fire brigade, Quinton Hill

47  5.1918 Fire brigade - Quinton Hill . Women workers with man supervisor and staff
identification(M Toole; H Wade; Brown; L Smith; T Waters; Emmie)

47-01 Identification sheet - 0443 47

48 14.11.1918 Air Raid Shelters near Main Office (image missing)

49  25.4.1919 CE water purification

50 23.4.1919 CE sieving house

51 5.5.1921 Guncotton pulping machine for India

52 "Cub" grabbing crane

53 "Cub" grabbing crane

54 Model of plant in use at the RGPF, exhibited in the Brussels Exhibition in 1910.
Destroyed by fire - Acetone Recovery Plant

55 Model of plant in use at the RGPF, exhibited in the Brussels Exhibition in 1910.
Destroyed by fire - Guncotton displacement plant

56 Model of plant in use at the RGPF, exhibited in the Brussels Exhibition in 1910.
Destroyed by fire - Nitroglycerine factory

57 Model of plant in use at the RGPF, exhibited in the Brussels Exhibition in 1910.

Destroyed by fire -Nitric Acid Plant

58  7.1940 Gunpowder No 1 Press House - General view

59  7.1940 Gunpowder No 1 Press House - Pebble Cutting machine

60  7.1940 Gunpowder No 1 Press House - Front view of press

61  7.1940 Gunpowder No 1 Press House - Side view of press

62  7.1940 Gunpowder No 1 Press House - Water wheel

63  7.1940 Gunpowder No 1 Press House - Water wheel from inside and starting wheel

64  7.1940 Gunpowder No 1 Press House - Pump for press driven by electric motor

65  7.1940 Gunpowder No 1 Press House - Pump for press driven by water wheel

66  15.11.1940 Explosion Damage caused by parachute bomb - No 2 reel store. View from
NW corner of traverse

67 15.11.1940 Explosion damage caused by parachute bomb - No 2 reel store. Looking south

68 15.11.1940 Explosion Damage caused by parachute bomb - No 4 Incorporating Mill

69 1.1941 No 1 Breaking Down House - General view looking NE

70 1.1941 No 1 Breaking Down House - Water wheel clutch and gearing

71 1.1941 No 1 Breaking Down House - General view looking W

72  1.1941 No 1 Breaking Down House - Breaking down machine front view

73  1.1941 No 1 Breaking Down House - Breaking down machine back view

74  1.1941 No 1 Breaking Down House - Granulating machine

75 1.1941 No 1 Breaking Down House - Granulating machine with crushing machine
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Women
were drawn on for
labour during World War I,
as the male labour force became insufficient.
They were found satisfactorily employed
on such work as stoking, wheeling in

coal, work in nitroglycerine,
labouring...mixing concrete, etc.”

—PH Evans Supt.RGPF, Waltham Abbey Records, 16.1.1919



Upon arrival at work, employees donned
leather overshoes or exchanged their

own footwear for felt-soled boots.
When spotted outside the Factory their

measured, non-sparking plod came to be
a means of identifying their place of

employ!



To reduce the menace of sparks,
‘Ieather clothing and coverings
were used. Nearly all the
leather work required was
carried out in the Royal

Gunpowder Factory workshop,
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Please Return to:

Lindsay Berry - Marketing Manager
Royal Gunpowder Mills

Powdermill Lane

Waltham Abbey
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