


Top-secret
tour

for Duke

A BRIGHT red Wessex
helicopter of the Queen’s
Flight hovered over Walt-
ham Abbey yesterday
(Thursday) morning and
landed in the grounds of
PERME, the top-secret
Ministry of Defence es-
tablishment in the town.

And cut of the heli-
copter  stepped Prince
Richard, Duke of
Gloucester, who was ar-
riving to make a goodwill
tour of the factory.

He was greeted by the
new Lord Lieutenant of
Essex, Admiral Sir And-
rew Lewis, who presented
Mr. R. P. Laurie, High
Sheriff of Essex, to the
Royal visitor.

The director of PERME,
Dr. F. H. Panton, then
presented staff at the
establishment to Prince
Richard before taking him
on a tour of the premises.

The. Duke -also met the
chairman of Epping For-
est District Council, Cr.
Bob O’Malley.

During the tour Prince
Richard was given a pot-
ted ' historyv of the estab-
lishment by Mr. M. Mec-
Laren, head of its library
information service. The
Duke unveiled a plaque
commemonrating his visit.

BARGE

He then toured the var-
jous workshops and ex-
hibition halls and was
presented with a model of
a gunpowder barge as a
memento of his visit.

He then met the establsh-
ment’s fire and ambulance-
men, visited the nearby
Quinton Hill establishment
site in Sewardstone Road,
Waltham Abbey, and then
returned to the Highbridge
Street establishment and
left by helicopter to travel
to the other PERME site
at Westeott in Bucking-
bamshire. - w—
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