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headed. The willed crop is thm packe'd down tightly REBECCA THATCHER 

) IlIldcr black polythene' clamps, and in these anaefobic 
, 

, I cOlldiriolls \\'ill mar life inro silage'. The pefmanrllt 
, I 

I 
I 

p;t~tlll('S or tlJ(' Oak Fide! and Hanky Firld, whefe a G wder valley I i I' 

f mixl'd pl)plllarion or rye 'grass('s, cOCkS'!)()I, meadow unpo 'I' t' '1 ! 

I 
kSllln and tilllothy flourish, w(' kan' to grow a kw 

: \\,l'l'ks longer Iw!iJl'(, ('ulting !Clf hay. I'lwtll.lirllphJ ~¥ Dob C"llill..f Ill: ! 
I \\'alking quierlv anoss the old lurfon the Hanky Fidd 

, 'I' 

II.(LIY I LUll!' upon rh!' shal/ow scrape ofa nesl, set in the 
I I 

hollow /),. an old huo/' print and half cove fed by the HOT A~D OUT of breath, I struggled to the top of the hill, 1 

(J\C"rhanging dried mud. Just a few hent straw ~hafts to the ancient chapel ofSt Martha astride the Pilgrim's 'I i 
~llrr(Jlllld a clutch of f(,ur pale biscuit-coloured eggs, \\·ay_ I sank down on the seat by the south wall and ' I i 

l!lotded with a darker brown staining. I used to worry gaz~d at the valley of the little river ~illingbour~e below, 1 

"lll)lIt tlte cattk tr('adill~ on lapwing nests when the\' are which lies between the hill and the VIllage of Ch 11 worth a I 

,l;r"zin~ , hilt for all their apparent clumsiness they ~"' alk few miles south of Guildford in Surrey. It was a peaceful I ' 
dc'lil ;111'1\' r(lIll1d thelll. H()\\'('\'cr, although eggs a~e laid scene: horses and cows grazed in the lush grass, a farmer 

irlllll tll(' "lid 01' -'brcl! oll\\,;lrds, the Ilc'sts arc commonlv was loading manure on to a trailrr and peoplt'. were 

r"lllwc! Il\' l;ws Sllt'h ;IS l ;llTillll I'J'OWS, so it's ofirn it " lat~ walkin/{ along till' footp;lIh which kads from thr nllage, 

, I' ,lld\' Iwlllll' W,' 11.1\'" tllj, \'I';II'~ "r,,,.d ",ll('clill/>( alld P,lst thc- !\C'\'('lltc'c'llth.(Tlllury 1Il'lIll1r hilUM' to the'. ('hapc'1. 

11I11111I~'"IIH'r';lIt1h ;t1u.\'(' rite Ille;J(lowlaJld, Their Thl'lillgh Ihr valle'y thl' ri\'('r woulld lis way IIlto tIll' 

1, ,111111 jll~ , 1\ j, 11111 "lIl1ld ,,1' ,'111111111'1' COIIl(' OIlC C' 11101'(", 0 c1i~t.lllc'('. 

T, Jl'I.IJIT ps , F .. rtlllT ;11 \ \'('slbu r\' -Oll-Sc\Trn disrussint: a 

/j" 'J\- fl"ck Ill' -;/)('('11 " jlh lI('j ,~hh()ur: 'Thcm he Ihat li\'C'iy I 

11" )..1111., "!I'1ll d .. I)(' 'arl' sh ip alld 'arf g(lal. Them'l! he til<ll 

1',"Il,!h III (, ;,1 Iha'" /lI' ';11''' p i li to stick Iha filrk ill Iha gra\·y.'­

f.. I rlt 1/ /I'O i / n, ell/m ham, (;louI flla.ltirr. 

Bill il was not always ~o tranqllil. It \,:ao; hllsy rnoll~!t 

to make' \\,illiam Col>hrll, ridill/{ by ill IHR2. fulminate; 

'This valle\'. which .. , s('rms f()rmed lor a scene (If 

innocellce a'nd happiness, has been, .. so pervcrted as to 

make it instrumental in affecting two of the most 

damnable purposes; in carrying into execution two of the 

most damnable inventions that ever sprang from the 

minds of men under the influence of trye devil! namely, 

the making of gunpolL'dtT and of bank-nolts!' 

Of the t~·o, Cobbett much preferred gunpowder which 

could, he pointed out, he 'meritoriously employed' 

against tyrants, To make it required water power and 

charcoaL hoth of which the wooded valley of (he 

Tillinghournc supplied. We may still (race the industry's 
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arcll lW"I"l!I' hcrl', 
()Ill' 'It' I ll!' }' ,,,i(' inl!rl'di ­

"Ill'> "f' t.:llllllCII\'(icr i:-. S,t/I-
1)('11'<', IllI' (,hief' ,SlIIIIT( ' ()I' 
"lli.-l1 \\ ' ;1 ' IllI' drllJlpillg'i 
1111111 dill '"", ;IIHI pi ,t.:t ·IIII,S, :\ 
prl l('(',>,> lilr jlllri!"int; s,t/t­
pl'll'l' " ';tS jlnfi '('(nl ;tl filc 
1H't;illllillg' (If' tile sn'(,Il­

[('(,Ttth ccntur\" and In 
Hi:.!."> the East India C()m­
pan\' set up gunpowder 
mills Oil the cdge or 
\\,illd""r Fornt' , ;\t Ihi" 

l ill lt' rill' 1;'1'01 slrcIl'h('d 

"..11 1111, 1 StllTC'\ ' ;alld if i ... 
1I('II<'II'd 111,11 Ih"..,. , Lld\' 
Illdl, \\'('''' ;11 { :IIII\\'(llfll, III 

11,:;1,. till' ;'I'Jl"illlllll'lIl (If' 
" .!' .. .. ,I , I "" 11 , ; , 11/ I" pl)l\( knll,lk(T III Ill!' Killg 

( /11 : • • Ill /I, /,/1/;, III '/1',"11/1 . ~ I 
\\ ;,,, ,t.:I\'('11 III .';111111(' 

( ' 'i ,I ", 11,, 1,, 1 (" '(lIt.:'· (:,,jlill , ,d tll<" (:ltil\\'lIl'1h mills ,llId 

;/1 " \ I", .1111<' r11<' IIlIh ,llItlIClli,,('(1 t.:lll1p"l\'(kr-IIl"ker" ill 
{i,.. , 1I1I1!11 I , !..~!.IJlI1 J \\ ',1' ICI,IIInllo Ilwlll 1)\, lite (;1'111\ '11 1(, 

( \ it'I ,d tI ,, · LI! {"n ,!l ld ,Ill (lnln' I\',t ~ ~(,11I 10 I1U\'(lrS alld 
I/;i: , 1 1"1,11 ,,!li( IT .., . illSlrtJnill,l!: tlH'Jll III assisl (:orchn' ll 
.111<1 ( :,,! iill' III oi l (1IIi ri lll! cart s and IJoIn.;cs tll 1r:1!l'ijlort 
ill! i" , .. ,,/tor I'r"!1 1 (: l ,i!l\'" rill III LIlIlClClTt , 

\ i " ot ll Ilt i , ; il llC' ,\ lti ll 't 'I ' 1\1 " 11' ' Il l liti, linle I ',tit' ;I!I' 
" ',; ,, 11 I II/ \\tic-I IlIill" 1/11 '1 I IC II\ Iwll'lll! It I \1c'1t.:, 11I 
1':, , 1111\ 11 ,,j ( :IIII\\ClIIII 11I,IIIClr. Cl ll t' (If' I I le' rl'pn"I'IlLlliIT" 
III 1',1 11 1.11 11" 11 1 ClI r/ w I Il I\ 11 ClI C IJildf" rd', lh It'ili , \"11' 11 

,'-,:1 1'"h' ,I II " I' \\11 .1 1' 1" " l'l( ,k "I 'tT lIlt' Inilb, fitn hold 
lw, "1111 ' ,'" I UJI d lll \ 11 IIt,I I !t(. "P t' )]1 1.: 1 .. -)( 11) ()f' !ti, '1 1\ 'Tt 
I:I" IW I I II I 'i ll !I" I1 1 II I \\ () rki ll t.: () J(it-r, 11 did h i m lillk 

, , 

,~(I(ld, ti,l' Ill' loq ;1 lill'llllll ' 
"11 Ihe \ " ' 111111'( ' ;IS the 
(:1'0\\,11 v,'ould not pay its 
bills, and he ended up in ;t 

d e htors ' prison. Still, 
»\lwdcr m ;lking ('olllilllled 
thne for more than two 
hundred \ 'Cars, In I BR:'> th e 
Chilwor'th Gunpowder 
Company was f( )rmcd , the 
t:l c tor\, was r ebuilt and 
('xll'll (in\ IInlil il strelched 
fill' IW() m i les ;tlllllg tlte 
\',dln, Thcll tra g- ically , ill 
1~1(1l : all explosi o n in the 
BI.1Ck Cornin g Hou:-.e 
kill ed six men and injured 
Ill;tny o tilns. [>[> 
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,\ft/I,fll /I" fhaf "'li t gl ouud fht 

J..: I II ,~ ' ,I .~ 11 1/ /' (I It' d t I, 1/ (I if ' 

III n ~ lo, ('rr oml a"tI1ldlill, d, i l~r 1/;, 
,,~tirlo ll of 1Ir , W IJ (n-I, ) " ,1 

(" (, /0 ,1) Ilro'l dril l t Ihrm. 
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/ : // \ ~!tI,j II ! ) /Jf!/II II).:' l!t,' r /"f/\ of It ', n /rllt'ar 1//fll" do "JlII ~ a/ol1,!!. Ihl' 
! , iI. i.. II I ! :', , ' l'//'I! !..:II/IIJ 1 fit' 

IljI' lil,lCk (:"l"!Iil1~ 11,,11'(, \\ ' :I~ :1 t\\(. -s t"rt'\· huildilll!, 
i I,, ' ill\'!T " t,, 1'('\ I)(' ill" hdl l\\' groulld In'f'! ami llllrirr t!'l C 

i ., ;" k , .i' ! I,(' 1:1\ '('1', 11('l'(" l)(lI\cicr C:lk, 's , !1L ld c ill :1 

---t p .! ! .t: c 1'1 1 : l d i ll~. \ \ (Tt' \TII,dlt'd ;}Jld t::r.lllUl.ltcd 1)\, 

111",'1" Id [\\1, \\:ltl'l -,lri\" '1I 111I 1I ~ , FI'IIIII Ill(' ( :"l'lIillg 
11 ",, '" II!I ' T 111('11 \\( ' 1\ ' I.I~ i ll~ 1'"\\(1.-1 ill 11 ,III't 'I, I'll ~I 
I ' ,1111' , 1\ : " Ill" IlII , 1 11"1 1'" '''11)(' lill\ \,lld, ,1\\,,1\ , '('Ill' 
" I , " III.J \\, " I I , ' /' 11 11.1 I d ,Ill d i hI' Ill(' 11 \\" I " 11.1" ('( I 1)(." h 
1 ' 
.1 \\ , " III'''I !, II I 111.,1 IIjI' , ,Ill'" ,,11111' 1"1.1"',"111 (' ,"dd 11.1\'(' 
I,, " 11 ,I ' !',II k !I" III "1 )(' ,,1 1111'11 1,,,,, 1, 1 ~ lll ti llL.: till' I)(,\\(/r-I 
" I! 1 I" 11' " i,' \ 

11., ' ",IIII.I ~ I ' d 11IItldll l:": ' \\1'11' 1"1',111('(1 ,llId ill tll(' Fil':--I 
\\ "1 1,1 \\ ,11 rll<' f." 1111 \ \\111 ~('(I 1\\"111 \ -111111 1,,"11' .1 d,l\ , 
\1 :, I 1/11' \\ ,11, tI)(' <1"111.111<1 I, q ,t..:lllljlll \\dl'l dllll i lli~I1C'<I: .dl 

'i l" ::I ,II1 III.I('II!I('I" .11II,tlt..::1111.11I'd IlIto :\oh('I' ,~ 
1", ,,/ , 1\1 \ " ' , 1.111'1' I, . h(,( ',q1I< ' P,I l'! 1Ii' till ' <"iICllliral gi ;llIt 
1<:1 , ,I[ \( I i!1 1 ~ 122, tll!' ~it(' \\,I S SlIld, It is ;](.\\' oWIH~d 1)\ 

1 ,' t _ 

I',,; , dn 1Ilt/! d .. hri, 1,\ ;"i.'!: r'lI I1:{,(l)' inlu Ih,' rI; 1'1, C> 

(;\lihllilrd Boroul!;h (:llllI lCil ;11 \( 1 is (l1'(' ~ tT\'('d .IS .11\ OpCiI 

span' , 
I !ch the chapel alld ti,llowcd titc li}(ltp'l!li down \0 the 

\',dln' passin~ Chil\\,orlh 1l1.1I\(1!'. IIO\\' till' IHJIII(' ()r Sir 
Liollcl alld Lady lIeald, Lady I\eald told IllC that thc 
man(lr was built on the' site of an c\('n'llth-cclltuI'Y 
ll1o nastC'fY and pointe'd out a ste\\' pOlld ill the garck;i 
\\"h ich was a source of fish It II' t he mOll ks, The manor s;! \\' 
the building and thc disappearallcc or the gunpo\\'der 
1:lctory and remaillcd III1('h,IIU,:('<I by cilill'r, The ollh' 

ch;lIIgc was hrollght ah,,"\ !,\' S;ILlh. 1)1Ic1j( ' ~S or 
\bIIlH.nllll!;h. who li\'('d al 1111' 11I;llIor ill tllc (,:tl'ly p.lrt (II' 
thl' l'i~lrtl'('Irth (,(-lItllr\' alld \,'Iltl ;l(ld('(1 thl' lIorth willg 
alld a walll'd l!;;lnkll, Frolll tltt, 111;11101' I \\,;llkcd .d"ll~ lite 

h;llIk "I' thl' riu'r: 1,luciwllo, ~trl't('h('(1 ill ;t 11;\1,(' li ll' a., hI' 

;IS I ('lIuld Sf' l ', 

I (,;lIll(' UpOIl il row or Il1 i ll~lo l tt , S , h.dr buricd and 
()\'('rg("(Jwll. :\ little 1'1Ir1lrn along s(' \'('r.d " r id, pill.lrs ;lIl d 
;\ hcap or twisted mctal thclI , almost ('(}\'clcd hy i\'y , a 

I , 

: I 
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i, 
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ruilH'rl bllilding, :\cross thc river was part of a narrow 

r;Jih, 'ay - thc f()lllr tite powder had tak en on its way to 

(:hihmrth Slati()ll. Still further along the bank almost at 

Ihe easlrrn end of the site, a whole row ~f derelict 

IJIJildillgs , Ennugh of them remained to sce that thev had 

1)('(11 of tl\'() storeys. the lown below ground leveL the 

po\\dcr mills huilt after the explosio n, 

1'11(' 1,;\()lr s ite \".iIS litt!'rcrl with bricks and tangIt:d 

111<'1.ri. 11111 11;llllre h;lci illl'orporatrd Ihrnt into its plan 

.'".! ,t..:J'.,<i'l.Ilh' tlll'\ ' .IIC di";lppl';'fill~ IIlldl'r a carpet Ill' 

:1I'!lk". 11I.!llll.l,', .lIld in, Thc Irl'l's Ihal h;ld b(,(,lIl'1lt 

cl"" 11 11' 1)!C)" id,' dl.11 ("o.t! h;I\'(' ,c:r()WIl lip ;Igaill, It is 

,11111",1.1' rI·tll.ll d .IIlIII;II"1' illl,(,lllillll' h;,d 1)(,\,(,1' rxisted. 

11 II(' 1\'1'1" hITe 1(lILI\. ""1 Sllre \\'illiam Cobbett would 

ill' \\ cll pl,·;\,,('(1. 0 

Ordnance Survey 

I! i 

( :('u, ,('(I ,"\'lrd, 1)11 till' map-- sitr ofh.lllk. 

This Iwc-l)ul'l.ml!; rnc.lr!()\\' "fgfecll. 
RIIi,,<I n.,\\ I" ;t ho, ;tnd Iris cattlc, 

\\'Iw,(' 1111(,' ,(IC" ('unflJ'ii()n had IWC'Il, 

\\11, ,1 ,1.I~llilit:, ,dl;t! pinTinl! and smiling! 

\\ '1"'11"'11'1'111'.1,':. \\11.11 dc.rliIH: "fd";ltla! 

\\ ' h.11 l!III,""II~. ,,11.11 Iln('ci\' dciil!"tin..;1 

\\ ' 11.111" .. 1111, IlI'fi" .. rlw I; "t iJrl';llh' 

11,,,\ 1111\ 1111"11'1<1 . f"I riif' nl.lkiu..; 

()f d\II,"I!'" 1'''111111 .1 d.I\, 

11 , ." ,!dl Ill'" litl' \,:lln \\IIf '/T . ;Idlin).:. 

~!II \ 1\ Ill', t ,lflll ' , IifllJllIll.!,. ;t\".'Y . 

I ,"Ill! l!""", r!l<' 1""".1 1.;1 ! 111' II.I~' "!I)\\'in~. 

,\ 111"'11,111'<1, IIr .. p.IIIOIplil'(l ,l!;lins, 

I h,' \ If'i"r~ lonl! dead, 1H' \Tf knowing 

Th.1! Iltltllilll! thn f;'lIl!ht fi'f rnn;lins, 

flu,e.h Russell 

BRUCE CAMPBELL 

'.(Jolting at notuTt 

Ringing returns 

SPARROW-HAWKS haw' bern much in thc> news in rrccnt 

years hrcause of their vulnerability to pesticides and 

suhsl'lju('nt rrco\'rry "ftn till' \ 'olulltary I)all 1)1\ tlil' lllo~1 

persist(,nt (If thrs(', For fivl' years I did IIllt sc!' a sillg\(­

(lnc ill ()xfimlshire and it was nllt until I ~177 11I:lt Trn'(JJ' 

Y()UII~ fCllllld Cl pair nrsting ill our parish, (lot in the 

('(mifer in which Harry \\'illiams has placed his bmily 

SCClle (pa~e 1,t7) hut in a lIeld maple. a tree they ha\'r 

chosen ever sincc, \Vc ha\'c now ring-cd twenty young 

birds in b roods of three to five, and fi\'e ha\'c been 

reconred. which is typical of the high returns from 

ringing birds of prey , Two wrre road casual tics in their 

first winter, a third killed itself against glass only a 

month after fledging, the fourth, a cock. was found dead 

ahout 2! miles from its birthplace when :.H years old and 

ma\' havr been shot. Evrn nearer was another cock. 

ca u',glit and released by Adriall cid :'\:n'o ill ()Id 

\\'oo(btock last January, This hiI'd has survi\'cd filr :{~ 

\Tolrs. I)('ill~ rin~ed inJllly 1(17B. Only ollr ofthr fiH ";1<1 

ir;I\'dled any distatl(T: onl" rO;ld ('a~lIally \\,;1:-, foolld sixty 

Illiks awav'at tfoddcsdoll ill lIcflfilfCbhil(,. This is in 

lill(, with ~' hilt /an ~('W'/)II h;\~ r('jl0rtnl IIn thl" Briti~h 

poplllation. whirhis wholly n'si(kllt. dispersing ollly 

short distances ill randolll din'Ctiolls, TIH' int('festin~ 

point to me is that the ~!- and :H-year-old cocks had 

presllmahly srttled so closr to wherc they werr hatC'hcd, 

This suggrsts that there is pknty of room and food in our 

nrig-hbourhood and wc ha\'{' some idea of its nature from 
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