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L3/JRS

|4~ pebruary, 1964

Dear 3ir,

The situation regarding the "Short History of the Royal Gunpowder Faotory®
is that the first stocks were exhausted and a reprint which has been on order for
some time is still awaited., To avoid further delay, and to save the trouble of a
leoan, we are sending you for retention one of socme spare copies we cbtained for
our library. We trust that this cleoses the matter satisfactorily for you (and we
shall obtain & replacement im due course from the reprint),

The secend matter yocu raised in your letter of the 6th is the whersabouts of
the manuscript by John Ticking. I regret that we do not know this and 4t is not
known by the librarian at Royal Armement Research and Development Establishment,
Fort Halstead, with whom I have checked., Since we have some interest in
historical matters I should be happy to try and locats it for you. I have
already written to one possible source of information but in case I have to go
further wvould be glai to hear what enquiries, if any, you have alrsady made and
280 avoid treading ths same ground,

Yours faithfully, .,

(J.R. Seymour)

Librarian,

for Directar,

Explesives Research and
Davelopment Establishment

C.P, Ihml, hq..
7, Barrabeen Road,
Cheriton,
Polkestone,

Kent.



‘ ".
N
o
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l 7fti‘obmu'y. 1964

Dear Rr.‘ Bryant,

I have been asked by a private enquirer whether I
know the location of a manuscript ascount of the
Favershan Powder Mill by John Ticking dated 1798.
Illustrations from it are reproduced in Hodgetts?

Rise and Progress of the British Explosives Industry,

1909.

Not unusually I have had to reply in the negative
but remembering your enquiries into Faversham wonder

whether you oan help.

Yours sincerely,

(3 .R. Seymour)

Librarian,

for Directer,

Explosives Research and
Development Establishment

C.S. Bryant, Esq.,
70, West Hill Read,
St. Lecnards,
Sussex,
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WAC 105/02
4'tlhroh. 1964

Dear Mr. Davies,

Thank you for your letter of the 23rd February and for letting me know the
scope of your enquiries for the manuscript by John Ticking. I am scrry to say
that my own first enquiries for it have been unfruitful but I have others in
hand and will let you know how they fare.

I agree that it is a pity that Hodgetts dces not make the ownership or
location clear but wonder if it is trus that he does not give a clue. On p. 29
he says "now owned by Messrs., Curtislsand Harvey+" —The phrase—is—ambiguously
placeg angd GO RO IKNROW 136 Y Oy EIC o alT e 50 oeY

d

7 ' Aserw , "‘ g

The major part of your letter comprises points you wish to put to the
author of the "Short History of ... Waltham Abbey." He, Mr. W,H, Simmons, is
not in government service, but we have forwarded a complete copy of your letter
to him at his last known private address.

I can help a little cn two of the minor points you raise:-

(i) No old mills are preserved at Waltham Abbey. The last were finally
demolished in 1956, The original painting "The last pair of Mills®
is here at E.R.D.E, .

(1) Before making a visit to the Public Record Office to see any particular
document or group of documents I would edvise a preliminary letter
stating the date of the intended visit and what it is wanted to inspect.
Certainly many of the "Supply 5" documents are kept in a remote store
and can not be seen on the day of asking afd The Drayson "Treatise ..."
should still be in P.R.0, custody but may well be in remote atore as
indicated above. At E.R.D.E, we have a complete photocopy of this work.
#e are of course anxicus not to lose it but would be prepared to lend
it to you if you wish, The copying is not entirely satisfactory but
you might find it more convenient having at home.

faithfully,

Lib

for Director,
Explosives Research and
Developaent Establishment

C.P, Davies, Esq.,
7, Narrabeen Road,
Cheriton,

Folkestone, Kent,



WAA 105/02

(e e, 151

Dear Hr. Simmons,

I enclose herewith a copy of a letter dated 23rd February sent to me by
r. C.,P, Davies, of 7, Narrabeen Road, Cheriton, Folkestone, Kent., Also enclosed
for your information is a copy of wny reply to him,

You will see that the bulk of this letter comprises points that lir, Davies
would like to put to you as the author of the "short History of R.G.P.F,"” and I
trust that you will agree it was best to forward the copy to you for this purpose,
(I hope you can read the copy! Not being certain that you are still at the above
address I preferred to hold on to the original).

The manuscript which kr, Davies wishes tc trece (and I should like to know
ebout it and perhaps obtain a copy for E.R.D.E,) is described on page 29 of
Hodgetts® Riss and Progress of the British Explosives Industry (1909) es
"a S book evidently compiled by John Ticking, Master VWorker of the Reoyal
Paversham ¥ills in the yeer 1798, now owned by Messrs, Curtis’s and Harvey,."

A number of illustrations from it are reprcduced in the same book.

Yours sincerely,

|

R, Seymour)
Librarien,
for Director,
Expleosives Research and
Develepment Establishaent

k. WQH. V Sillm,
Five Elms,

Hamp Avenue,
Bridgwater,
Scaerset.



WAA 105/02

I’AYW. 1964

Thank you for your letter of the 2nd and for the trouble you have teken in
enquiring for the John Ticking manuscript at Haidstome.

Dear ir. B:ymt.

At the time I wrote to you first I did not know what steps the enquirer
hed taken to find it himself and I wrote to you in the hope that you could put
your finger on it without trouble and so avoid asking around, However, I did
write asking him what he had done and he says that the only place he has tried
is "the London Library of I.C.I.” It seems that this enquiry was left somewhat
inconclusively and that in view of your information about the Curtis'’s and Harvey
archives it would be worth clearing it up with thea,

Thank you for your offer to take the matter further through the County
Archives pecple. However, before troubling you and them again I will check the
P.R.0, and get the I.C,I. question settled. I will let you know how I get on
with these and if unsuccessful would be most grateful for any additional
assistance.

Incidentally, the enguirer who started all this is a Mr. C.P. Davies of
7, Narrabeen Road, Cheriton, Nr, Folkestone. He is quite unknown to me ocutside
this enquiry end when I first wrote to you I did not feel I could diselose his
name and eddress, However, it is clear that he has a comsiderable knowledge and
interest in gunpowder matters and mills in the south of England and you might
like to get in touch with him some time, Would you mind if I gave him your name
and address for the same purpose?

I understand that Dr. Johnson has recently sent you e copy of the histery
by Mr,. Simnons,

Yours sincerely,

(3 .R. Seymour)
Librarian

L ]
for Directer,
Bxplosives Research and
Development Esteblishment

C.S. Bryant, Esq.,
22, Oaks Road,
Tenterden,

Kent.
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WAC 152/02
-
7 March, 1964

Dear Dr. Paige,

Manuscript book by John Ticking (2)
Cae 122 ducrib% ;mowdor ni
at Faversham, Kent.

I wonder if you can tell us where this manuscript book is? ¥e were asked
if we knew by a private enquirer and should be glad to find out about it for ocur
own interest as well as his,

Before coming to us he tells us that he had approached "the London Librezy
of 1.C.I.," They suggested that he wrote to you but he has not done so. All we
have done is to ask a couple of perscns who might have known about it privately
and we have asked the Kent County Record Office at Maidstone. They do not know
of it but think many of the Curtis and Harvey records among which this might
have been were transferred to I.C.I. S0 it was inevitable that you should be
caught up in the matter!

The only evidence we have for the existence of the bock is in Hodgetts'
"pise and Progress of the British Explosives Industry” (1909). There is e
reference to it in the text on pege 29 and several illustrations froa it are
reproduced, (You probably have Hodgetts but for your convenience I enclose a
photecopy of p. 29 end of one of the illustrations.) Our copy of Hodgetts is
incomplete but I think that he does not anywhere else make clear where the book
wasS.

I hope that this matter will not put you to too much trouble., On my part
it 43 a pleasure to have to write to you since it recalls the visit which
Mr. Melaren and I enjoyed with you a couple of years back.

Yours sincerely,

(3 .R. Seymour)

Librarian,

for Director,

Explosives Research and
Development Establishment

Dr. -0'00. m.

Librarian,

Nobel Division,

Imperial Chemical Industries Ltd.,
Stevenston,

Ayrshire.
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12 Tebruary 1979

Mr. Malcolm McLarem
PERME

Powdermill Lane
Waltham Abbey

Egsex

Dear Mr., McLaremy

T would like to ask for vour help agaim and hope that it is not too much of"
an impositiom,

In reading through- 'The Rise and Progress of the British Explosives

Industry' published under the Auspices of the VII Industrial Congress of
Applied Chemistry by its Explosive Sectiom (Whittaker and Co., Londom, 1909)

T ran across a reference to a manuscript book compiled by a John Ticking,
Master Worker of the Royal Faversham Mills in 1798. Curtis's and Harvey Ltd.,
once owners of the Faversham Mills, seemed to have had the manuscript book in
1909, Curtis's and Harvey were merged with Nobel's Explosives Co., in 1918
which in 1926 merged with other companies to form Imperial Chemical Industries,
I wrote to Mr. A. A, Cole, the Librarian of ICI but he has no knowledge of
the manuscript book. Mr. Percival of the Faversham Society has heard of the
book but does not know of its whereabouts. Are you familiar with this work?

I would certainly like to track it down if it still is in existence,

I have been in touch with Mr. George D. Kelleher regarding information about
the Ballincollig Gunpowder Mill. He mentioned some material in the PRO

which I shall check but also writes that you have a map and a report about
Ballincollig. Would it be possible to see this material or have photocopies
made? The Ballincollig Mill was not sold (according to Mr. Kelleher) to the
Ordnance Office until 1805. This date is a little beyond the scope of my
thesis but I would like some information about the mill in the eighteenth
century, if there was any relationship between it and the Ordnance Office,

I am looking forward to hearing from you.

Sinceifly yours,

Howard A. Farrands

Rdddm Jabot shndk to m'\\lﬂg":&

Howosdt A Facronds
Flak
Nals&{) Cowrt

¥ Dax o Koeod
L\)‘aw\u—(o{.ﬁ\-\ E

IRSA NG SLA(C, Ll &G




e b
256
Howard A Parrends Esq
Flat 3
Wolsey Gourt WAA/405/04 - ENQ 3132
8 Dartaston Road
Wimbledon 23 pebruary 1979

London, SW19 4LI&

Dear kKr Farrends

Thank you for your letter of 12 February conscerning the John Ticking menusoript
book of 1798 and the Ballineollig Gunpowder Mills in Ireland.

We carried out a thorough search in 1964 for the Ticking Menuseript making
approaches to a number of local (Pavershem), GCounty, Government end commercial
orgenisations who mey have some record of its whereabouta.

It is unlikely that enyone would knowlngly destroy such an item bul the possibility
exists that it may have fallen into private hands and may not reappear for meny
yeaxs.

1 em enclosing a photocopy of the map at Ballincollig Powder Mills. The original
lies, unindexed, in a collection of Congreve Rocket Papers in the Public Record
Office as PRO/WO/LL4/6L3 together with rather more flimsy drawings of the
Ballingollig buildings.

All but one of my references to the date of the Royal Powder Mills at Ballincollig
give the dates of 1794 or 1995. However I received a letter from George Kelleher
in Pebruary 1973 which stated that the Mills were founded by Charlss Henry Leslie
in ebout 1793, sold to the Board of Ordnence in 1804 end then re-sold into private
omnership (Tobin's) in 1835. Although I have made no separate writtea record I am
sure that I have come across entries in the late 18th Ceamtury letter books for
Waltham Abbey referring to Ballinecollig as e Governmemt feotory. Perhaps a similar
state of affeirs existed there as at Waltham Abbey where the Government took over
in 1787 using Government employees to produce Govermment powder although the astual
deed of release from John Walton to the Crowmn is dated 1795.

I shall oontinue to look into my old records and if enything comes to light I shall
write to you aghin,

with kind regards.

Yours sincerely

M McLaren
Head of Library Services



01 - 946 7902 FLAT 3 WOLSEY COURT,
8 DARLASTON ROAD,
WIMBLEDON,
LONDON,
S.W.19. 4ALG.

7 August 1979

Mr. Malcolm McLaren
Head of Library Services
PERME

Powdermill Lane

Waltham Abbey

Essex ENQ 1BP

Dear Mr., Mclaren,

When I wrote to you on 12 February about the John Ticking MS I
mentioned that Mr. Arthur Percival of the Faversham Society had

heard of the MS but did not know of its whereabouts. I neglected

to mention that Mr. Percival did say that when the Chart Mills at
Faversham were being restored Mr, Andrew Osborne (who was involved

in the restoration)did run the MS to earth somewhere in Hampshire

or Dorset. Strangely enough Mr. Osborne denied knowing anything
about the MS. Mr. Percival thinks that it might be in private hands
in Hampshire. That certainly does not pin point the location of

the document but it is a small lead and perhaps some library in Hamp-
shire might know the owner. But perhaps you have already investigated
this area.

Shortly before Brigadier 0.F.G. Hogg passed away he told me about

an old letter book, originally kept at the Factory at Waltham Abbey,
which begins with a letter to Major Congreve dated 6 February 1789,
He said that these Waltham Abbey papers might be in the Public Record
Office., Can you tell me where these letters might be kept? I would
like to examine them any other 18th century documents pertaining to
the Waltham Abbey Gunpowder Mills that you might know about. In your
letter of 23 February you mentioned the 'late 18th century letter
books for Waltham Abbey.' Could these be the same papers Brigadier
Hogg told me about?

Again I would be most grateful for your kind help.

Yours sincerely,

ANGL

Howard A. Farrands
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Howard A Farrands €sq

Flst 3

tolsey Court ENQ 3132/3178
8 Darlaston Road

Winbledon 14 August 1679
London

SW19 4LG

Dear Hr Farrands

Hany thanks for your letter of 7 August with the news, albeit unconfirmed of the
Ticking MS. It is the only lead I have had since first reading the “Rise and
Progreas of the British Explosives Industry", 1909, and I shall raise it with
Arthur Percival vhen 1 have lunch with hin shortly.

Almost certainly the old letter book mentioned by the late Brigadier Hogo would
have been one which is how in the Public Record Office. The Royal Gunpowder
Factory records exist in the PRD series of Supply 5 papers as Itens Nos 185 to
865 inclusive with a few later items, 975-904. The papers date from 1787 vhen the
Governuent took over frowm private ownership until about 1945 when the Royal
Gunpowder Factoyy closed and the research establishment came énto being. The
early papers exist in date order in unindexed "In" and "Out" letter books but
later onesare grouped asccording to sub ject.

The full listing of Supply 5 papers can be consulted at the PRO at Ruskin Avenue,
Kew, It is too large to have copied but I enclose the first two pages of the RGPF
items as an example, These contain all the 18th century papers with the exception
of 633, 666, 643 and 604,

The Faversham records are far less extensive and I enclose a typescript of the
complete list. OF course there will be isolated papers originating from Waltham
Abbey and Faversham in the "In" letker books of other orqganisations,

To consult the Supply 5 peapers it will be necessary to make application at Kew and
then call back later because they are in store at Ashridge, It may still be
possible to see them at Ashridge itself which adjacent to Ashridge ‘anagenent
College in Ashridge Park which is located by turning te the right at Berkhamsted
ori the A4l from London,

Yours sincerely

1 HelAREN
Head of Library Servides

ENCS
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0% - 946 7902 : FLAT 3 WOLSEY COURT,
{ ‘ 8 DARLASTON ROAD,
WIMBLEDON,
LONDON.,
S.W.19, 4L.G.

26 March 1979

Mr. Malcolm McLaren
PAORUE

Powdermill Lane
“altham Abbey
Hssex

Dear Mr., McLaren,
I must apologise for not writing sooner to thank you for
vour letter and plan of the Ballincollig Mill. Research,
teaching and illness has put me a little behind in my corr—
espondence.
I agree that there is little chance of locating the John
Ticking M5 but I shall keep my weather eye out for any clue
and let you know if I get any leads.
Thank you again for your help.

Sincerely,

A A==

Howard A. Farrands



