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GUNPOWDER PERFORMANCE TRIALS
MARLBOROUGH DOWNS 1809/10

(RANGE IN YARDS - 10"SHELL, 9 LBS GUNPOWDER)

CONTRACTORS’
GUNPOWDER

(4187)

W.TAYLOR .

KITCHENER (3801)







24 HISTORICAL NOTICES OF THE ROYAL GUNPOWDER WORKS. 95"

under the direction of Lieunt.-General Congreve,
both as to the strength and durability of the gun-
powder manufactured in the King’s Mills, ab
Fsg;rsham and Waltham Abbey, since the year
1783.”

In the year 1783, Mr Pitt intended to have
recommended to Parliament the sale of the Royal
Powder Mills, at Faversham, it having been
represented to him that the powder merchants
could make better gunpowder and much cheaper
than the King’s servants. Fortunately, however,
for the country, his Grace thelate Duke of Rich-
mond, then Master-General of the Ordnance,
attended to the representations which General
Congreve, at that time Comptroller of the labora-
tory, thought it his duty to make, by which it
was ptoved that there existed & profit on the
powder manufactured at the King’s Mills; and
if this profit were for a few years properly

expended in improving the works, the Ordnance -

would be enabled to make both stronger and
more durable gunpowder at the Royal Powder
Mills, than had ever hbeen previously made.
Profit to the Ordnance, in manufacturing,
between the 1st January, 1789, and the 31st
August, 1810, 407,408 barrels of gunpowder_of
100lbs. each, at the Royal Powder Mills,
Waltham Abbey and Faversham, being the
difference between what that number of barrels
cost manufacturing at the Xing’s Mills,
and the sum that would have been paid if
supplied by the merchants, £288,357. 6. 03
Profit to the Ordnance in recovering the strength
of powder (returned from the Royal Navy, ete.)
by re-storing and dusting at the Royal Powder
Mills at Faversham and Waltham Abbey, and
mixing at Purfleet, the operation having been
performed with 127,419% barrels of gunpowder,
“of 100 lbs. each, between the 1st of Jan., 1790,
“and the 31st August, 1810, which, at 8s 4d per
barrel, amounts to £53,091. 11. 3: total

£341,448. 17. 33,  “TIn' addition to what has
already been stated as to Gen. Congreve having.
provented the sale of the Faversham Powder
Mills in 1783, that it was in consequénce of his
repeated. remonstrances that the mills - ab
Waltham Abbey were purchased; and here
therefore, it is proper, with regard to these mill§
separately, to state how the account stands:
After paying off £45,622. 12 4. the whole
amount expended  in the original cost in the
extonsion of the works, in repairs’ and improve-
ments, there is & balance: in favour
these new mills alone of £50,096. 13.5: Now,
miich has been said respecting -the money laid
out at the Royal Powder Mills' st Waltham
Abbey, it is important that this statement should
bo:made known, and that the purchase of the
water of the Cheshunt and Waltham Abbe
Qorn Mills was' the only additional purchase
recommended by Gen. Congreve, the necessity of
which has been sufficiently justified’; as, previous
to this power being obtained, 15,063 barrels of
gunpowder only were made in one year; b
subsequently, 20,401 are manufactured per
annum by the same mills, making an increase of
5,338 barrels annually.”

Proofs of gunpowder madeby the government
and by several merchants, that made'at Waltham
Abbey in 1809 gives the highest range. ¢ Ranges
of a ten inch shell’ from a'sea service' mortar,
loaded with 9 Ibs. of ‘gunpowder; on Marlborough
Downs, 1809 and’ 1810. Faversham gunpowder,
mado in 1785 and 1809, range (yards)—4319 and
4860. Waltham Abbey in 1‘809',5rhnge--(yardﬁz
4430. By the merchants: at that: date—Messr
Pigon—range; 4270, Bridges' 3898, ‘Taylor,
%gi,” W Taylor 3922, Butts' 4187, Kitchener

Printed statement of p‘?ﬁwacquife&im manu.
facturing gunpowder at' Waltham' Abbey, Match
81st, 1801 == ) ' ;
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