










24 HISTORICAL NOTICES OF THE 

under the direction of Lieut .. ·General Congreve; 
both as to the strength aud durahility of the gun­
powder manufactured in the King's Mills, ,at 
Faversbam aud Waltham Abbey, since the year 
1783." 

In the year 1783, Mr PiU intended to have 
recommended to Parliament the sale of the Royal 
Powder Mills, at Faversham, it having been 
represented to him tha.t the powder merchants 
could make better gunpowder and much cheaper 
than the King's servants. Fortunately, however, 
for the country, his Grace the late Duke of Rich­
mond, then Master-General of the Ordnance. 
attended to the repreeentations which General 
Congreve, at that time Comptroller of the l~bor~­
iory, thought it his duty to make, by whIch It 
was proved that there existed a profit on the 
powder manufactured at the King's Mills; . and 
if this profit were for a few years properly 
expended in improving the works, the Ordnance -
would be enabled to make both stronger and 
more durable gunpowder. at the Royal Powder 
Mills, than had ever been previously m~de. 

Profit to the Ordnance, in manufacturmg, 
between the 1st J'anuary, 1789, and t1ie 31st 
August, 1810, 407,408 barrels of gunpowder of 
1001bs. each, at the Royal Powder Mills, 
Wa1tham Abbey and Faversham, being the 
difierellC8 between what that number of barrels 
cost manufacturiug at the King's Mills. 
and the enm that wonld have beeu paid if 
supplied by the . merohants, £288,35 . 6. O!. 
Profit to the Ordnance in recovering the etrength 
of powder (returned from the Royal Navy, etc.) 
by re-stcring and dusting at the Royal Powder 
Mills at Faversham and Waltham Abbey, and 
mixing .at Pnrfleet, the operation haTing been 
.performed with 127,4191 barrels of gunpowder; 
of 160 Ihe. each. between the let of Jan" ~790. 
~ 'the 31st August, 1810, which, at 8s 4d per 

. Earrel. amounts to £53,091. n. 3 ; totall 

ROYAL ' GUNPOWDER WORKS. 

£341,448. 17. st. .. In ' addition to ' what ' lias 
already been stated as to Gen. C6ngre'V'e:h!tviiig. 
p'peveI1ted the sale 6f. the Faversharl:i PowCier 
Mills, in 1783, th'lIIt it was in' consequence' of hi/:j 
repea-ted\ remonstrances that th'e> milts at 
Waltham Abbey. were pnrchased'; and he~ 
therefore, it is proper, with rega'rd't6 the'se millll 
!lepsTStely, to s~te; how the account stand • 
After paYing off £45,622'. 12·,' 4: tlie wlidle' 
amount expendsd in the origIDal cost in We 
extension of the works, in re'Paire' and improve' 
ments, there is a balance , in fav6ul" of 
these new mills alone of £50,096. 13. 5.1• Nb\r, 
m'Ucn has· been said "respe6tmg ~t}{e moiley' laid 
out" at ·· the Royal Powder ' Mills at Waltli,aili 
Abb'e'y\ it is !mportant that this stateinent snouIa 
be' madil known, and that th& pnrch'ase of tJi~ 
water of the Cheshnnt and WaItliamAbl1ey 
Gorn Mills was the only Mlditionai' purchase 
recommended by G~n. Congrev'B,'tlie'De'cessity--ot 
which has been sufficiently jnstUie\i ; as; previods 
to this. power being obtained; 15,063 b'arrels 'of 
gunpowder only. were made in one ' year; but 
sobsequently, 20,401 are manuhctured' pet 
a-nnom"by the eame milis, making an increase df -
5;338 barrels ~riU11zill'Y." 

Proofs of gunpowder ·made'bY' th'91 go\fernment 
aud ;by several merchants, tha't 'made'llit Waltham 
Abbey' in ,1809 gives the 'highest ratlge! "Ranges 
of a ten inch sbell ' from a"sea' service" mortar: 
loaded with 9, IbB'. oftgllriiJowder; on M'arll)'6I'0tigIl. 
,nowns, 1809 and / l~!l.O.' !Fave1'8haml'gunpowder; 
made in 1785 aM 1869" ,rlmg-e-{yatas)L.!.431'9 'and 
4860. W altham. . Abbey -inl 1>809-; , l,'lmge" (Y'ard8~ 
4430. Br' the> merchants .. at·1ih8t' da'te-Meserll 
PiItOn4aI1ge; ,. 4270, midges" 389~, 'Ta)lo~ 
3861, W Taylort 3922, Butts' 41187: Kitelitln'er 
380}"" 

Printed stateDiel1t of·profi:li8laeqmredlib.l m'anu.. .~ 
factnring gunpowd~atl W8ltham"Abb9y, MM'eh " 
31st, 1861.: ...... 
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