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The Disastrous Explosions at the Waltham 
Abbey Gl,-npowder Mills render of Md interest 
Ol\r sketcb of the lCene of the RCOident. A double 
explo.ion, more terrible in its consequences than 
nny of the four thllt hno alrendy taken place nt 
WaIthnm Abbey linee tbe opening of the present 
year, occurrod on Mar 7 in tbe Goverbment oordite 
faotory. FOllr Uvel wern 108', And INI't unmage 
WRI done. not on1, to the Govertune1lt bUUditlga, but 
.lto to the private_property of the ~II. The fonr 
men kilt4ld ..... Mr. Benbla (mMapf of the gun
ootton .orlr.), WUllam lO~bl (a fonman), Rnd 
two workmen, IU .... ed O~ looirUb, Aod Oearge 
F1'O!!t (married), all of tltem WIU known and 
ne at the wora ud ill tIl. town. At 
the Inquest It 'RI ata~ that R' tbe time of tIle 
explonon tbere w .... 1600 POUUcll of ultra-glycerine 
in tlle wnlhhouae, and o,er. ton In Use store, tbe 
work belli" nuu the oOlltrol of four qualified 
cllatailu.. l'he j 111'1 found that the four men met 
thell' lIon'ha be th. explotlon. but tben WBS nothing 
to Iba. how I oooumtd. '1'he fuu ..... l of the victims 
of tbe oordlte a.plotloD took place .t Walt.bnm 
Ab..., on )111111. All he factorl ... ere closed, Rnd 
the open",. ... ttended ttllt funeral. Most of the 

ot _dents were ~~jJree t.ed," were also the 
.... _rof 8tatfl for War, oolwlcb Anonal, Bnd 

ety of Cb.milg • 
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ne tell us that whilst he did so, the figure on 
raclllolls crucifix bowed its head in an ominolls 
'r. 

!rrible disaster was indeed at hand, which tho. c 
lme after might well suppose would be foretold 

i <r'fo 
EXPLOSION AT WALTllAK ABBEY 

POWDER KILLS. 
AN )IXI't.O IO~ ooourred on the morning of tbe 22nd 
inst. at th "\ ltham Powder till ahortly lLfter the 
men went to wor. It bappened at one of the ,heds 
at the gunpower factories belonging to the Govern
ment, and aitunted near tho banks of the river Lea 
The shed waa known aa Breaking Down HoullO No. 2, 
and it was blown to piecea. Two men who wero 
working th re were killed. They were elderly men, 
named N apthan aud Muynard. They apIWaf to have 
been working alone in the shed, and their bodiea 
were hurled a long diatancoawny, oneof them fulling 
into the marsh by the rhcr·"irie; but none of the 
remains were rccoglli:!Ilble, and they had to be 
collceted ill fmgmenta. Another man named Albert 
Wilson was injured by the force of the exploeion, but 
only slighlly. A P.Ll'. Artillt WI\8 soon on the 
spot, and sketched the scene of the sad disaster. 

The deaths of the two men formed the subject 
of an inqueat on Monday. Amung the witn8S8e8 
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were Major 'obIo, the 8uperintendent, I\nd Mr 
Findlay, the muter worker, who said the,. had 
failed to discover the cause of the diL'Uter, and that; 
it would probably never be found. BB the two me. 
who were killed were the only p8l'8Ons in the bnilcUDi 
at the time. An open nrdict w.,. returned. 
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On Saturday morning ont of the poWder-\ 
mills at Waltbam Abt>ey blew up ; one of the 
workmen was killed, and another wound~: . 



P"."I".lUUh, W.lth. ~6hw.-w. r ... rd Will. ~ 
gl'et a eli ••• troul and ure ... ,,,, aeclCk~ wltle~ ........ .. ,. 
cuul'I.C ofWtriuudlha, W"It ... 4bbcj.-T_"' ....... ...... 
at t ha. )ll.ct! Ik lol!Cia, tu Gu· I1II1WDt, topMler .. , .. tbe rain, 
huule" mill., and ItYer~\ 01 bel' blulcli , M~. 11, • it .. a • 
dUlls ~xplo.i.ll. Tbe ,hock .,. "'U~ '''t C4Jllf1hlioll ut aa ........ 
quallr. 8~",ral "O .. IU ill the to •• vi W.lIh •• A .... ',.......,. 
t IIfOt d, aDd ICarce a pelle 01 r:'a .. wu ft wh,le i. a"1 part 0'61. 
Tbe effrct of tbc f x.pki lOll." .0& cODiDN &e I • i .. _" .... 1. 
Clsily, a •• a.J bou.ta ita It: •• ...., ... 4i., .... airy, lo a ~I 
di,tlDce,6uffurd con.iclu .. ble daa". fro. Ihe .\o:."c. ut ." • 
• bock. T~.lol1 to tbe ~hlic ~y thl. calamhvu aecid •• , I. yer, 
cO"lidrr.blr, a. w are ,iYen tQ un~. ,.t the _hul ... I tt.a 
buildiu,1 haYe 1»efD d •• rOJed. W. are .8Uet" t. adel, t at a 
IIU.bet "f Ii," .. t!re 1.lt oa tll •. C)~ .. loa. "'m. HCU •• C. It ... 
thle nVII'~r a!l hleh a. 160, bllt.e .". ,",OD 10 ....... lla •• l 
Mn 80& tXceed 11. ~be actidnl ha,pcwCll "Itoat .be o·clOck. 
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tr. A "readf"l elplo.ion took place thi. 
rains ~ut elenll o'clock. at thIS goyern

meDt powdu·miU., .. Waltl,.1O 4bt:.e,. Tb~ 
cone union .u di lincll, (elt in and llround 
Ih, metropolis, more partiwlarl, ill Steplley. 
Jlachey. al,d Blat:kwaU. 1'''0 milia. toge
ther with • corning.1! use, and other build· 
WI" wer.: Mown to IItOOlS. and w.lam~nt to 
.. ,. ei8ht valuaule 11\'e. were involved in 
their de.lrucllOlI. l'be (ollo)l'illg .ate thu 
names of the aufferer. :-Parker. Stevings, 
Grape.. Goatc •• Bclclle", Wal.e1mg, Ch a". 
pt:l, and Wlbhtr. 'I1H! only auryiyin~ per
aun. Thursday night. ., WlhltC'r, but Ile wu 
nol {·).peeted to live. TIle, ,.cre all mar. 
ried rot:n with (1l/mliM, t!xcept GOltes. ' 
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On Saturday morning on~ of the pO"'der
mills at Walrham Abbey blew up ; one of the 
workmen was killed, and another wounde~: . 

/60 
'13, At Waltbam Cr(){" Mr. Willia';' 

March;nt, Surgeon to hi. AUj fi),y, Powder 
1'filfs. . • 




