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RHAMNUS- continued 
"alaterna L. A useful, large, bush y, fast -growing evergreen shrub. Lea ves alterna te 

small, dark glossy green; fl owers yellowish-green in April; fruits red, becomin,; 
black. Mediterranean Region; P ortu gal. 1. earl y in the 17th century. Th i~ 
e\'ergreen should be pot -gro wn in nurseries . It is splendid for maritime ex
posure a nd industria l areas . I n warm r, more sunnier climes, it ri vals the 
E nglish holl y in fruit . Not recommended for the coldest inland areas. 
'Angustifolia' . A sma ll , ompa t bush of dense, rounded habit, with narrow, 
onspi u usly-too l h d I 'a ves . 

'Argcntoovariogata'_ Leav s green, marb led grey with an irregular, creamy_ 
while 111llrgin . On of lip bes t o f a ll va riegated shrubs, b ut a little less hardv 
l ha n lh l y p . . 

alpina L . "A lpine Bucl(lIJ orn ". A s low-g rowing, small to medium-sized shrub of 
compact habit, pr du in g nUI11 r us r l s t ms. Leaves broad elliptic, fin ely
toothed, glossy g reen an I a U rn li v Iy v in d . P ruits b lack . S.W. Europe ; 
C. Alps, Italy . 1. 1762. 

"californica ESCH. (Frangula Section) . IT 'e-berry". An interesting, more Or 
less evergreen shrub of medium ize wilh bl ng o r ova l leaves about 5cm., 
occasionally to 10cm. long. F ruits red cha nging lo purple-black . \,yeste rn N. 
America. C. 187l. 
crassifolia c . B. WOLF. A remarkable va riety with larger leav s wh ich, like t he 
shoots are conspicuously grey velvet y pubescent. 

cathartica L . "Common Buckthorn". A large, nati ve shrub or small tree, a com
mon hedge or woodland shrub on chalk . Branches spiny, quite a ttractive in 
autumn , when laden with masses of shining l;> lack fruits. Europe. 

davurica BALL. " Dahurian Buckthorn". A large shrub or small tree with slender
pointed, oblong leaves and black fruits in autumn. Siberia; Manchuria ; N. 
China. 1. 1817. 

frangula L. (Frangula alnus) . "Alder Buckthorn". A large shrub or small tree 
with ovate leaves turning yellow in autumn. Fruits red, changing to black . 
Its wood makes the b est charcoal for gunpowder. Europe (including British 
I sles). 
'Aspleniifolia'. A curious form in which the leaf blade is red uced to a mere 
thread 3 to omm. wide. 

• X hybrida bllliardii DI PP. (alaterna X alpina) . A medium-sized, usually semi-ever
green shrub with small , narrow, coarsely-toothed leaves. 

imeretina K I RCHN. The most outstanding of the buckthorns. A medium-sized to 
large shrub with stout shoots and large, handsome corrugated leaves which are 
dark green above, downy beneath , usua lly becoming bronze-purple in autumn. 
Some leaves may be as much as 30 to 35cm,. long and 10 to l ocm. wide. A 
splendid shrub for a damp, shaded site. \V. Caucasus. 1. 18t;8. 

infectoria L. "Avignon Berry" . A spreading sluub to 2m., with spine-tipped 
branches and ovate or obovate leaves. The black fruits were once used by 
dyers. S. Europe. 

Japonica MA XIM. Medium-sized shrub with glossy, pale-green obovate leaves, 
crowded at the ends of the braT\chlets. The small, faintl y-scented, yellowish
green flowers are produced in dense clusters in May . Fruits b lack. J apan . 
1. 1888. 

parvifolia BGE. A spiny, medium-sized shrub with elliptic, dark green polished 
leaves and black fruits in autumn . It hasn't grown ver y successfull y in Olll' 
area . N.E. Asia. 1. 1910. i 

procumbens EDGE. A prostrate species from the Himalaya, makin g a low moun d 
o f intricate stems, small , sh' ning, bright green leaves, a nd produ cing bill. le 
frui ls. lVlost suitable for the rock garden. 

puml!n 'I'lIlUt A. "Dwarf B uckthorn". A dwarf, sometimes prostral e . hrlll>, o nl y a 
I IV III h S hi gh. F ruits blue-black: Suitable for th e rO' le Y,. rd ' n o Mls. o f 
: , 1 ~ 111'(1 p ' ; Alps. 1. 1752. 

pu hi n 1)(' , (1lrangllla Section). A sma ll t ree or la rge shrllb IV r lh o f in ' 1lIsin ll 
11 I III PI(' f' lli a li v ' arboretum. Th e ra th r la rg I 'avl's a l" PI'( 1l1ill ' n li v v il1(' (I , 

11 1111 d OW II V 11( '11l'lI lh . I' rui ts r d t urnin g bla ·k . Th(' dlll l.( ' '(' r\:I,'urIl S 1.(1'[1(1. " 
I 1I IIt 111 1,11 Ii UIII Ih (' IJn rl< o f this lree . \V s l rn N. All " '" ' rI . ' . IH70. 


