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W7 ETHL 2 geperous wind and a short
rractice, George Kelleher could prc
pitch a stone from his back garden and 1o,
in the waters of the Lee as they foam oves
Inniscarra weirs. Across the river from:
a jungle of cvergrowth hides from view
strangers would sec as a labyrinth of clc
up or dried-up old canals and coliectic -
ramshuzeklz  butldings, but what for G-
Kelleher represents an intense lifelong iur
involving years of research and, volumz.:

documentation.

Hidden in the wilderness are the ruix
the Bailineciliz Gunpowder Mills, strew
{for two miles alon" the Iee valle" east
from Inniscarra Br\c‘« It is here that G

dreains a  hupe  {oaisl  attraction  wil.
cestablished with the restoration to wor
‘order of certain sections of the mills.

setting-up of an open-zir exhibilion of ag
tural aevd other obscleie machinery, anc
establishmuent tos of an arts and crafls o
For the dream to become a reality, hov-
the owners of the preperty, Cork
Council mist be persuaded to part com::
with the gpecescary finance for the -
ard the man who has been doing most
persuading has keen Geotpe Helleher.
1 brought the matter o the
tlon of the people in County L
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‘order of certain sections of the mills, the
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%7ITH a generous wind and a short bit of

practice, George Kelleher could probably

pitch a stone from his back garden and land it
in the waters of the Lee as they foam over the
Inniscarra weirs. Across the river from him,
a jungle of overgrowth hides from view what
strangers would see as a labyrinth of clogged-
up or dried-up old canals and a collection of
ramshackle buildings, but what for George
Kellcher represents an intense lifelong interest
involving years of research and, volumes of
documentation.

Hidden in the wilderness are the ruins of
the Bailincollig Gunpowder Mills, stretching
for two miles along the Iee valley eastwards
fron. Inniscarra Bridge. It is here that George
dreams a huge tourist attraction will be
the restoration to working

setting-up of an open-air exhibition of agricul-
tural and other obsolete machinery, and the
establishment too of an arts and crafts colony.

For the dream to become a reality, however,
the owners of the property, Coikx County
Councii must be persuaded to pari company
with the necessary finance for the  project,
and the man who has been doing maost of the
persuading has been George Kelleher.

“Y brought the matter to the atten-
tion of the people in County Hall on
numerous occasions over the past few
vears,” he says.

“These ‘representations were accepted and
noted but nothing emerged. I drew attention
to the wunique nature and the enormous
historical heritage of the mills, yet in the
Ballincollig Draft Development Plan brought
out by the council in 1972 (and subseqeuntly
passed unaltered) there is no mention of the
existence of the milis”

George is the type of man who won’t take:
“pg” for an answer, and one gets the im-
pression that if at this stage he managed to get
a “yes,” he would become immediately sus-
picious. Wo one can doubt that he knows what
he's talking about. He is an absolute authority
on the mills, and at the drop of his straw
hat he can produce literally trunks of in-
{ormation on the subject.

HIS INTEREST

His interest in the mille goes back as fur as
he can remember. After school visits and long
summer holidays spent exploring the place
built up his knowledge so that now he can
trylti'hfully claim to know every irch of the
miiis.

“It is absolutely unique in Ireland and no
other local authority in Europe to my know-
iedge has anything like it,” he says. “It is
a great pity that the council has not made
some kind of a start there in this, European
Architectural Heritage Year.”

While acknowledging the fact that the council
has allocated £2,500 for the cleaning of the
canals, George feels that such an allocation
is a complete waste and that “it might as well
be thrown from the roof of the County Hall”

The reason, he says, is because the weirs are-

badly in need of repair and should be tended
to first. “It is like a case of a bridge falling
into disrepair and the council carrying out
mprovements on the roads leading to it,”
he says,

Like all of his ideas, George’s proposals for
the mills have been carefully and metirulously
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worked out and to his mind they are perfectly
feasible. He does not advocate the restoration
to working order of tue whole mills: just as
sufficient a portion as necessary to demonstrate
the process by which gunpowder was manu-
factured. An  exhibition of agricultural
machinery and other ohsolete equipment would
prove a great attraction he feels as many such
items have never hcen scen by the younger
generation.  Sume of the 60-0dd buildings
could be restored and meode suitable for use
as vorkshops by people engaged in arts and
crafs. :

“it would get the tourist traffic from Blarncy
to Killarney since the western entrance lies on
that road, and it would also get the traffic
from Cork to Killarney since the eastern
entrance is on that road,” George points out.

All these proposals came before the rather
obscure National Monuments’ Advisory Com-
mittee of Cork County Council in August of
this year, and it is unlikely that there will be
any further news about the council’s attitude
until the next meeting of that committee. It
is not wholly irrelevant, perhaps, tc point out
here that prior to the meeting in August, the
National Monuments’ Advisory Cemmittee had
not met for 14 years.

*,00king at the mills to-day in their state of
forlorn decay, it is hard to imagine that here
was once the work-place of 200 people, many
of whom lived with their families in nearby
cottage-rows: here was where sturdy dray-
horses pulled transport barges along winding
canals day in and day out; here was a hive of
activity where ifor over 100 years gunpowder
was produced for the British Empire, some-

times at the ‘rate of 30,000 barre

WERE BUIL-

It was in 1794, at the height of t=
wars, that the mills were built.
this time the British War Officc
forly Martello towers around the
defence against Napoleon, and
fine specimen still exists at Be.
The charcoal for the gunpowde-
factured from alder trees planic-
rounding marshland, and the fin
was stored in a magazine at .
Ringaskiddy, before being shippc-
British colonies 1n West Afric.
markets

Later, the British War Office
perty to private enterprise, an-
ceased production at the time
War. The last company wr:
occupied the buildings was eventuz
into the I.C.I. corporation. Ti.-
the property was sold to the T
Defence, and although it was
February, 1971 that Cork County
negotiating with the Department.
did not come into the council:
Aprit 1974.

With all the talk to-day abou-
as a “satellite town,” the positior-
seems somewhat incongruous. M.
open spaces in the vicinity of
being eaten up as the huge housiz
fulfilled, and this development is
watched by George Kelleher,
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WERE BUILT

Tt was in 1754, at the height of the Napoleenic
wars, that the mills were built. Alsc around
‘ris time the British War Office constructed
forty Martello towers around the countiy for
defence ngainst Napoleon, and a particularly
fine specimen still exists at Belvelly, Cobh).
The charcoal for the gunpowder was manu-
factured from alder trees plarted in the sur-
rounding rarshland, and the finished product
was stored in a magazine at Rocky Isiand,
Ringaskiddy, before being shipped out to the
British colonies in West Africa and other
markets

Later, the British War Office sold the pro-
perty to oprivate enterprise, and the miils
ceased production at the time of the Boer
Wer. The last company which actually
occupicd the huildings was eventually ahsorbed
into the TY.C.l1. corporation. “Then, in 1949,
the property was sold to the Department of
Defence, and although it was announced in
February, 1971 that Cork County Council was
negotiating’ with the Department, the property
did not come into the council’s hands untiil
April 1974.

With all the talk to-day about Ballincellig
as a “satellite town,” the positien of the mills
seems somewhat incongruous. More and more
open spaces in the vicinity of the mills are
being eaten up as the huge housing demand is
fulfilled, and this development is being closely
watched by George Kelleher. .o
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«If Baliincollig is planned imaginatively and
with an eye to the long term future, that is,
the next century and the century after, its
heritage will become more important than any-
one realises,” he says. At the present rate
of growth and with an inevitably shorter
working week in years to come he can foresee
a vacily increased derzand for recreational out-
lets. Future housing development, e feels,
should be directed towards the south of the
town/village rathc: than towards the open
spaces adjacent to the gunpowder mills.

MORE iMPORTANT

“In particular I fec! that the large area oi
land lying west of the Bngading Field, north
of the powder mills, and east of Great Island,
should be preserved as an open space,” he
£ays.

After all his submissions to and dealings
with the County Cecuncil on the matter, George
remains confident about the future of the
mills. “I believe tuat the County Council,
which has shown remi~rkable initiative in other
fields, will come to realise the value of the
unique asset which it possesses at Rallineollig
and will develop it accordingly”

A Tot of water may have to flow cover the
Inniscarra weirs first, but maybe some day the
dream will come true, and will flock to the
Lee vallev to see what would be a singular
attraction and they’ll admire everything about
the place and take pictures and spend mona2y.
And acrosg the tiver the man in the straw hat
will watch them and smile contentedly.
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