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WEST ESSEX GAZETTE - 21 May 1976 

!f!I Top fironH' 1l (Id! to right) Se~tiou. I.~Bfler Eddlc Bnmmond5. 
Acting Leading Fireman Colin Brook(~s IInd Fircmlln Louis 
COllrtn(~y with their awards. (1100) 

axe awards 
firemen 

Silver 
for top 

/I. FlHE at Walthom Abbey's 
top-s l'cret \vcapons research 
station . with it s stocks of high 
explosives, cou ld turn in to [l 

major di.~a s ter. 
Hut It ·s llnlike ly to h appe n 

while firemen Harl1l11onds, 
Brookes a nd Courttlcv are on 
the spot. . 

For with these three me n 
in its brigade, the Ministry 
of Defence cxp<:rimenlal rc­
se;lrch and development estab­
li shment in Seward"ton(~ Rond 
CUll c laim so mc of the 
country 's top firelighters. 

On three consecutive ' 
courses at the minl s trv's 
tr~ining centre in Kent. where 
firemen from all (lver the 
cOllntry go to learn the job, 
Section Leader Eddie Hum­
monds, from Coopers HiB, 
Mardcn Ash, Ongar. , Acting 
Leading Firezmm CnJin 
Brookes, who lives at Sidney 
'f.:,rraCt!, Bishop's Stortford, 
anll FirGman Louil. Courtn£y, 
of Cheshullt. have been named 

_top student s . 
. And whcn Eddi e Hamm onds 
and Colin Brookes went back 

. to the cen tre , a t RAF Mans­
ton, for promotion courses, 
th ey rcpc1Ited their SHcr:rss "by 
con-ling top of th e class ;;~gain. 

Their achievement won a ll 
lhl'l!0 coveted Silver Axe 
awards a lld bron ze flame· 
sha ped trophies, which were 
presenled last week by tlH! 
Ministrv of Defence (P rocure­
ment Executive) Ch'i cf Fire 
omcer Mr H. GrifHn. 

Said Air Giinin: .. Thi s is a 
Ulli(ltH) occasion. It's the tlrst 
tim'~ I've ever pre~ellt('d three 
awards in one day to one 
station. For three Iflen from 
a relativeiv small establish· 
ment. competing again5t the 
whole country, to sweep these 
awards is a great ach ieve· 
ment. ! • 

. .. \'/e can have every con­
fidence that should anything 
happen here, these men will 
know'~ hoy.' to deal with it:' 
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