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• Counc:illon aad the press take • i0oi5 at what so- OD at ERDE. (1185) 

SAFETY COMES 
• FIRST .AT · ERDE 
THEY are proud of the 
safety record at Wal
tham Abbey's top see
ret Experimental Re
search and Develop
m e D t Establishment. 
And when you visit the 
sprawling, 550 - acre 
"garden factory" you 
can understand why. 

The chances of a 
"bang," as safety offi
cer -Mr John Griffiths 
says, is remdte. Even 
if anything did g 0 
wrong it's unlikely that 
the public 0 u t s i de · 
would know about it, 
apart, possibly, from ' 
noise. 

A10ng wit'h a party of town 
councillors and other press
men I vis Ked the place on 
Tuesday and found that safety. 
comes before almost anything. 

In fact, it virtua1ly dom
inates the day-to-day Jives of 
the 800 staff. many at whom 
work in the big undergr{)urrd 
silos making plastrc propellant 
for rockets. 

It devotes only about 25 
per cent of its effort to high 
expl()S'ives. 

Said Mr Griffiths: .. Every-_ 
thing possible is done to 
eliminate any 'Chance of an 
accidental exp10sion and all 
equipment and processes are 
contmuously monitored by a 
full-time safety team_ 

.. No material is handled in 
more t'han 'tiny laboratory 
amounts untH its properties 
are fully known and all poten
tial hazards assessed. 

.. We believe that our work 
is made entirely safe by these 
precautions and our aecident 
record bears thls out." . 

The visit was arranged after 
the 'town council had voiced 
fears about the estabfishment 
following the Flixborough 
disaster. 

The guests were welcomed 
by the establishment's director 
Dr J. L. J . Bellamy. 

ALAN HA YLOCK 
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SAFETY COMES 
-FIRST AT ERDE 

TIlEY are proud of the 
safety record at Wal
tham ,Abbey's top sec
ret Experimental Re
search and Develop
m' e n t Establishment. 
And when you- visit the 
sprawling, - 550 - acre 
"garden factQr'Y" you 
can UDderstand why. 

The chances of a 
"bang," as safety offi
cer • Mr John Griffiths 
says, is remote. Even 
if anything did g 0 

' wrong it's unlikely that 
the public 0 u t s i d e 
would know about it, 
awrt, possibly, from 
noise. 

A'long wit'h a party of town 
councillors and other press
men I visited the place on 
Tuesday and found that safety 
comes before almost an}'!thing. 

In fact. it virtually -dom
inates the day-to-day lives of 
the 800 sMff, many at whom 
work in the big underground 
silos making plastic propellant 
for rocke'ts. 

It devotes only about 25 
per cent of its elf oft to high 
explosives. 

Said Mr Griffillhs: .. Every
thing possible js done to 
eliminate any chance of an 
accidental exp'losion and all 
equipment and processes arc 
continuously monitoreq by a 
full-time safety team. 

.. No ma'terial is handled in 
more t'han tiny laboratory 
amounts until its properties 
are fully known and all poten
tial hazards assessed. 

.. We believe that our work 
is made entirely safe by these 
precautions and our accident 
record bears this out." 

The visit was arranged after 
the 'town council had voiced 
fears about the establishment 
following the Flixborough 
disaster. 

The guests were welcomed 
by the establishment's director 
Dr J. L. J . Bellamy. 
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