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’l‘HEYamproudofthe

safety record at Wal-
thanAbbey’ s top sec-
tal Re-

ret
search and Develop-

ment Establishment.

And when you visit the
sprawﬁngf 550 acre
can undetstand why.

'Ihe chances of a
“bang,” as safety offi-
cer *Mr John Griffiths
says, is remote. Even
if anything did go
wrong it’s unlikely that

the public outside-

would know about it,
apart, possxbly,

.noxse.

~ SAFETY COM
FIRST AT ERDE

A‘long with a party of town
councillors and other press-
men I visited the place on

Tuesday and found that safety.

comes before almost anyrth
In fact, it virtually d

mg.

inates the day-to-day llves of.

‘the 800 staff, many of whom
work in the big underground

- silos making plastnc propellant
for rock e

It devotes only abont 25

per cent of its effort to high
~explosives. <

g (1185)

Said Mr Griﬂiths. % Every-.
thing possible is done to
eliminate any chance of an
accidental explosion and all
‘equipment and processes are
continuously monitored by a
full-time safety team,

- “No material is handled in
more than ‘tiny Iaboratory
amounts until its properties
are fully known and all poten-
tial hazards assessed. .

“We believe that our work
is made entirely safe by these
precautions and our accident
record bears this out.” 5

“The visit was arranged after

. the ‘town council had voiced

fears about 'the establishment

| Yollowing - the - thborough

_disaster,

The guests were welcomed
by the establishment’s director
Dr J. L J. Bellamy. L

. ALAN HAY[OCK
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® Councillors and the press take a look at what goes on at ERDE.

SA

ETY COMES
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- FIRST AT ERDE

VM T N 0 AT YOy 5

* THEY are

safety record at Wal-

. tham Abbey’s top sec-

search and Develop-

- The chances of a
“bang,” as safety offi-
cer *Mr John Griffiths
says, is remote. Even

if anything did go
‘wrong it’s unlikely that
the public outside.

would know about it,
apart, possibly, from
noise. Sl

Aionf with a party of town
councillors and other press-
men I visited the place on
Tuesday and found that safety
comes before almost anything.
~In fact, it virtually dom-
inates the day-to-day lives of
the 800 staff, many of whom
work in the big underground

silos making plastic propellant -

for rockets.

- It" devotes only about 25
per cent of its effort to high
explosives. @

Said Mr Griffiths: “ Every-
thing: possible is done to
eliminate any chance of an
accidental explosion and all |
equipment and processes are
continuously monitored by a
full-time safety team.

“ No material is handled in .
more than ‘tiny laboratory
amounts until its properties
are fully known and all poten-
tial hazards assessed.

“We believe that our work
is made entirely safe by these
precautions and our accident
record bears this out.”

The visit was arranged after
the ‘town council had voiced
fears about the estabiishment
following  the Flixborough
disaster, : ;

The guests were welcomed
by the establishment’s director

“Dr J. L. J. Bellamy.
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