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. THE Exploswes Research and Development
Establishment at Waltham Abbey has an acci-
dent record that many large industrial firms must
envy 6 St

- . Last year they had just 11 reportable acci-
dents on their premises. These were accidents
at work which result in the injured person need-
ing more than three days’ sick leave. -

Of these 11 accidents two were employees

~who fell off their bicycles, a further two were men

tripping over their own feet, and another was
one of the Ministry of Defence police officers
who slxlpped over on wet grass whxle on patrol
and dislocated a shoulder.

For a “top secret” Mmlstry of Defence

establishment dealing with explosives and pro-

pellants this is not bad going. They ‘have not had
an accident with explosives there “ for years.”
Questions were raised recently in the House

;of Commons by John Biggs-Davison, as MP for
Epm& about the safety of the establishment

ollowing the Flixborough disaster and the possi-
b111t of it bemg repeated in Waltham Abbey

- This week the establishment “threw open

its doors ” 10 a delegation from the town council
to prove just how safe they were—and dispel any* "
lingering fears that Flixborough could happen iy

Waltham Abbey.
“And a very slick and professional job they
did of it. Itincluded lunch after an introductory
talk, another talk on safety aspects with a film, a
tour of inspection, then tea and questions. ;
The only point was I was none the wiser

'about what they did at the establishment. What

I was sure of was that thborough oould not

- nocuous enough.
‘relate it to any potential danger.

—-andu‘howedmside

‘happen there. How do I know that—well be-
cause they told me so.

The establishment, in all senousness, does
appear to take more than adequate safety pre-
cautions for the operations which are carried out
there. But the tour of inspection of some of the

buildings meant nothing to me. -

Every building has a safety 11m1t on the
~amount of explosive or propellant and tha
‘number of men that can operate in them, ¥

But everything at the estabhshment—-—a.t least‘
what we were allowed to see—appears to be in-
It was certainly dlﬂicult to

In fact the establishment with its trees, jgrass~
- banks and verges rmmbl@s ‘more - a nature
_reserve than a “ top secret ” research centre.
. The ERDE say they are a research estabhsh
ment and not an explosives factory . . . “every-.
 thing possible is dope to eliminate : any chance
of accidental explosion. ~All equipment and pro-
- cesses are continuously monitored by a full-tlme;
 safety team, and no material is handled in more
than tiny laboratory amounts until its properties
are f:(llly’ known and all potential hazardsf
‘Mr Vlemon erfﬂths, the ERDE'’s chxef -

: safety officer, summed up the matter. He said :
- “The scale of operations at Flixborough were

such that in total there were 18,000 tons of
materials there. These materials were not ex-
plosives, and it is only under certain condmons
that you can get an explosion.

* “If we could guarantee getting those results
we would not have to work on “research mto
high explosw&s.” % o B
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