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T . MIVISTRY OF DEFENCE (AVIATION SUPPLY)
, MRS T KA AR B TR

EXPLOSIVES RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
ESTABLISHMENT

Powdermill Lane WALTHAM ABBEY ESSEX
Telex 267455 Tel. Waltham Cross 23688 ext

Your reference

Lt Col J Kenny T

0iC 1 Field Artillery Regiment Our reference’ Yal A\ f\}[ﬁ‘:/ O
Ballingollig '
Co Cork Date

Republic of Ireland 15 July 1971

Dear Colonel Kenny

I was most interested to see your letter to Mr A G Credland, Curator of the
Zpping Forest luseum, which was shown to me as custodian of this Establishment's
historical collection.

As you may already know the present Establishment occupies the site of the
earlier Royal Guunpowder Factory which was producing gunpowder up to about 1940,
Amongst our early records I believe we have a plan showing the layout of the
Ballincollig Powder Mills in about 1828. This I shall confirm and if possible
I shall send you a copy.

The reason for my writing beforehand is to let you know that Dr K N Bascombe,
Secretary of the Waltham Abbey Historical Society, who is well acquainted with
the history of the RCGPF, is leaving today to make a tour of the Republic of
Ireland and if time permits he would be pleamd to visit you at Ballincollig.

In the meentime I am enclosing on loan for two months one of our library copies
of W H Simmons "Short History 3f the Royal Gunpowder ﬁactory at Waltham Abbey".
Brief references are made to Ballincollig on pages 15 and 36.
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HEADQUARTERS,

Ist, FD., ARTY, REGT,

I had written this letter scme monihs ago, bui owling %o
the Postzl strilke in Fngland I did not noat 1%, '

T am enclosing a short brief of Ballincollig which I horpe
wlll be of some intsrest uO you, There is very little of u;e Povwder
Ii1ls left nowadays exespt ruins, but there are a few items s£4ill
0 Dbe scen smd I sm sure if we explored the plsa with some EXPE Lom
ieneced person 1i “e yourself, we would see a 1ot more.

Scrmie ¢of the items remaining are s follovies =

Weleghbrlidge v ihh scelsas

N o

-

» VEIGLCQA water Jnmn on the canalo

A timber block sbout two feet hi gh, end two feet square, This
bilock ig ut to~gathe" in uccuiOﬁo and b lied, It cou*a possibly
be used for crushing the gunpowder,

lany of the stores for the gunpowder which are built like bee-

\
g Meny g&*n&inﬂ stones uf different dimensionse.
$
/
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uld be delighted if you could pay a visit to the &

“a

o5
& O

necessary we could accomo iate you during your visit,
[ expect all the lands to be tszken over for building
end 1f possible I would like to salvage as mucn as possible of the
historic items that are there, Hoping to hear from you soon,

YOURS FAITHFULIY,

-

( JCSEPH KENNY, )

0/ Ist, FD, ARTY, RIGT,
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HISTORY BALIINGOTIIG BARRACKS: ( 1806 = 1970, ).

4ol b

Ballineollig QR Balle an Chullaigh which meang ® town df the boar nad

1659 according to the census of Irecland twenty five people living in
1% To the South-West of it was Ballincollig Castléy (Barrett's Castle)
Lrom where the village seems to have drawn it's name, The ocastle which
is s%ill in existence was the seat of the Barrett family, who werc %hc
principel people of the barony, It was built in 4365 through a patent
issuer by Idward IIl,, of Englend to Richard og Barrett, It sﬁanﬁs ol a
large limestone rock in the middle of 1ic nlain and commands a view of
the whole area, In fact it is in an exe3llont Military Position as thcrc
is @ Mersh to the South of it, and it's hirh walls would certainly rcpel
any atiacke. Its LOft. high tower can be scon from the main Cork --
Macroom road, 4s with all old castles therc is o frir amownt of lccnd
attached to it, In the National Library uhere is a story named * ‘I
Petrified Trooper " and it gives a long account off how a Copt., on
some fifty troopers were lured into on ocnbush by a peasant c¢-llcd,...,
" Shaun of the Torch " who had offercd to show him the way. Thoy vierc
supposed to take the castle in the name of King William, but endcd up
by losing half their force, In 1642 Cromwell had a large garrison thcre
as had James II, in 1689,

The villege scomed to have growm from stircnsgth
to strength, and in 1795 ccame. the site for the Royal Guapovdcer
Mills, which are situated Ly the North of the Borracks, on the bank or
the Lee, We will dwell on the Mills, as thcy are the reason for tho
Barracks, The village then beeame intemationally lmown snd was linked
with Wooelwich and Edinburgh, as the thrce main manufacturing placcs of
Gunpewder for the Empirc, There were in fact sixteen Gunpowder Mills in
the whole area, Their rfunction was - '

) Grenulating snd drying gunpowaer,
Manufacturing Charcoal,

Refining Sulphur,

Refining Saltpetre,

Making casks & hoopcd barrels,

o
OReUn

;The Mills were joined to-gether by meons of small canals, which wcro
used for conveying Materials from one to the other, All this is still %o
be seen down there, and is indeed a fascifh~ting plase, There were, in
1837, Two hundred people employed, and 16,000 barrels ef gunpowdcr Wopo
produced snnualy, The workers lived as the history sogys " some distance
from the Mills in two ranges of neat litslc cottages, Y The barrcls of
gunpowder weré taken into Cork by horsc-drawm cars under a heavy cscort,
From there they wewne shipped tp all paris of thc British Empire, Shot

used during the Crimea War and Boer War, came from Ballincollig, Ilowcver
cverything does not seem to have been rosy ot the Powder Mills, and
according to one of the twelve letters written to Tord Mayo, ( o member

of the cabinet in London,) there was o deputation from the workcns who

do neat seem %o have been happy with thc safety arrangements at tho lills,
They were assured thut if an explosion occurcd in one it would not cnda-
-nger the others, Because of this regul:r. inspections were carricd out ..
at the Mills, There 1s also a referencc in onc of these lettore 104 snus
Fenlonism end says that it could be hurtful to the workers Jobs, if m
attock was made on the Mills, A great explosion occured in Washinzton Ste, &
in Cork, where there was a sterage officc for the Gunpowder barrols, 4
barrcl which had broken opoen while being carried to the docks, aprayed

a line of gunpowder along the street from the store, The sparks§ from the ¢.
horses shoes i.:fized the powder, whiech ran bask along the linc, blowing

Up the Warehouse, Then about the year 1910 o .great explosion occurcd ot

the Mills, One Mill was blown up completely killing fifty peoplc, This

Was the beginning of the end for the Mills, Gunpowder manufacturing then
moved to Gateshead in England,

The Gunpowder Mills to us are very imvoricnt
a8 with their establishment, a regular Guard was dispatehed from Cork Bks,
Tor gecurity duties, In 1806 a survey was carried out in the arco, mad it
Wwas deelded to establish this barrasks whieh was asompleted by 1840, g
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PAGE 2, HISTORY BALLINCOTTIG BARRACKS. ( 1806 = 1970 g
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I1ts first wnit was. the 7th Biy. R.A. with a CO, Captsy 4 Wall,

‘ In the National Library there 1s o
handwritten statement of g bomb, Brownc ' Story about the‘Riot.“ LS
attached. Major Evilly who was comnanding Officer was praiscd in “fcé,
Edinburgh annuql Registor for his control of the situation, Wonc of the
unlts stationed herc seemed to have distinguished themselves grgcu}y,
and the only record we have of them is the inepriptions on the fombstones
in the Military Graveyard ( which is in exccllent cbnditi&g, being
looked after by a Regulav Caretaker, ) Onc of the inscriptiond rcods -

" Edward, bastard son of Surgcon James G Elkington9‘17jh
Lancers 1831, "'On most of the tombstonus is the Royal Artillcry Dad-c
With i1ts inscription M Quo fas et glori- ducunt ", The Militgry Grave-
~yard at Ballincollig was not however 4hc only place the Milltary_wgru
buried, In Inniscarrs graveyard ( on loft hond side wherpc Protcstonts
are buried ) we find a tombstone to the lother of Captain Blakcly, The
inscription on this rcads s-

-
7

~

" Mary Williom, Mother of Capteoin Blalk.l

v 2
R, 4, original inventor of improvements in crnnon and the greateed g
~illerist of the age Yy In 1837 g history of Ireland was wrltéon, ~ng

ok

it is in the first comprehensive repors Wwe have of the Barracks~ 1%
reads:~ " The Arty, Bks, form an extensive quadrangular pilé of puilg-
~ings, having in the Bastern range the 0fficers appartments, and on the
Weatern side g hospital, and a neat church built in 181k in which
Divine Service ig regularly performed by a rcesident Chaplain,

The buildings econtain accomodation for 18 Officers, 2L2 2Cos
& Ptes., and are adapted to recieve 8 Fde Btys,, though .at prescin
only onc is stationcq here to which arc attached 95 Men & Ll horscs, In
the centre of the the quadrangle 8 gunsheds are placed in two perallel
lines, and neap them are the stables and Offices, Within the wolls is a
large ang commodious schoolroom, The Barrocks was in those Aa3il gulf-
contained, Along with what We have mentioned, we had a granary, -
grocers shop, a recreationagl establishment and g cantecn, A 1izilc
removed from the Barracks was a Sendes Home, the ruin of which is-0till
to be seen, Inher book Enlisted; or My Story " Elise Sandes o CoWwies !
~ded these Homes talks about Ballincollig as follows ( page 186 ), ¢
only Sendes Home now in operation is in the Curragh,

48 with every Barracks there is a certain amount or
Stories associateq with it, In 188L the 11th Hussars were stationcd

. here and were known as the " Bodysnatechicng Story, Lady Coldhurs+ -
2 AU

Slur on Regiment - Officers Resigneq - 2o imont transferred to Iniddes,

We now move into the 20th C, ang I have i First contact with o living

person, Mr, Rekq ( Curraheen ) who in -4 W©S stationed herc cnd 1 ome
~ched out of here in 1914 to the grént Jar, In 1910 he was getting 15/10
a week, and this included 5/10 Ration iloncy. Vieges as can bo scein wWerce
small, but necessatics were cheap, His stout wes 1d 2 pint, but in hoe
canteen they drank it in basins, The Barvccks wies Supplied with 2coc oy
the local agreg, Cabbage was brought in, In horse-drawn carts, nd sismcd
for at the contcen by the Manager, Bu%' as soon as he turncd hig ek,
half the load was put back in the cart, ad our honcst Irishiic: proc = -
~ccded to the NCO's Mess, where the sorc Droctss was repcated, Io-ds of
hay were brought in the West Gate, simmcd for ang left again by o

Main Gate, What of the Gunners themsclvies who were stationed hooe? Tncy
were_quite popular in the village s_ 88 of course they brought wrade %o e
the locals, Indeeq Some of the locals worc rathep Anti—Nationalistic,
IRA feeling gas they did not want the nicc British soldiers %o co,

For most of their extra mural actilvitics e
Gunners went into thc big city on the train ( 014 Cork-Macroon line, )
" Map. " Once a month they travellca n~-massc to the Opera House w/icre
they enjoyed a rfrec house, No regular putilc transport camc o oalline
=collig by road, If tho soldier missed the last train, he hac 0 ¢t the
tram which took him to Garrigfahaney where 1t went out to Bl ooy,
Eecause of thig they knew Carrigrahenn ne n Carry me Home, " ' -
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They enjoycd the some kind of gemes as we do to-day, ASSOCl;C}?%N 2
-~ball being the most popular: .as soon as o gunner s?owed pfoffiu ~ilﬂ
athlete, he was struck off the duty list, ond separated fromwﬁuj ?uu G-
—gues, Their guarters were in “B" andg Mo it blocks, seventecn ;LY¢ﬁb to

Y

the roomy They ate their meals in tho rooms, In those days Gy Ax;cnod
mich more than we do to-dayi Annual firing practices werec morcliel o,
The Artillcry were very impressive when they moved, Thgy WOﬂE'UQ-?icu
Glen of Imaal, as we do to=day, the only difference Eelng WU»MJEYE; in
trucks, they rode on horse-back, Thec 18pdrs., go on for evgrf ;gv;v?
Wore six horses to the gun carriage, with three mounted driverns, F Jac
Jriillery " quoted Mr, Reidy " were immaculate, They were so glly% unit

they cleaned thein knce length bools with a bone to acquirc o chiac,
Thelr wniform was blue, and the Artillery wore spurs, ¥

_ What of their Officers, ? They were of coursy
the days when the British Officer was at his pinnacle of fame. Encid
by a powerful~Empire; and 2 lomg stonding tradition he was g 8Yino1 o?‘
wealth and manner a carrier of British Culiure to the ends of thc ,-u2th,
He had his 'own Mess, Room & batman, own horce stable and grooin, .
shared a carriage, and when he moved he id it in spleandouri 3 (S e L -
Was en OfficePs .Ball in the Barracks -3 v-s indeed an occasion of Hog-
-eantry, For recreational actlvity he »nl-ycd cricket and tenhis;x;u o
spot of Polo, For practicing his Polo, 2¢ had his own spcelal sn,ﬂ:

( Wooden horse etc, ) When the War brols out in 1914 there werc 1,000
troops living under canvas in the Brigefing ®ield, Landing .izld, )
They spent their days on trench digging, which they later g0t nlefiny of
in France, o

Before we move into the moderr. c¢ra of the Barracks, I Shink we
should once more move outside, and mcct some of the more well l=.owm
persons and places associated with it, Travelling out from Coxi: 7o first
meet Carrigrohane; where perched on tho top of the cliff is a voor old

castle bulilt by the meCarthys, which latcr became the sanctuary o o

Very notorious raparee named Captain Cepe, 4 little further un G:ls road
1s avery unusual house, where Sir Batmick Hennessy ( Fords, ) s bommn,
Coming back into the village again, and to =Oriel House, whici oo +the
S€at of the Tobin Family, The most famous member of the Clan Was air
Thomas Tobin, Tracing his lineage I find he goes back to William uhe
Congueror, and Maléolm Connor King of Scotland, in the 14th. C, :iis son
was killed in India ( 21 years orf age: ) in 1857, and Sir Thomes cre.
=cted a tablet to him in the garrison church in the Barracks, ~ . dicad
himself in 1884 and is buried in Inniscarra Graveyard wherc nis Gomb
can still be seen, The Coldhurst family wecre also very powcrful in the
aréa. They owned large tpaets of land as well as Blarney Castulc,
Captain Bowen-Coldhurst of 1916 fame 1s onc of the descendants,

Major - General Pairick Ronayne Cliburne of ducpicen
War of Independence fame was born at Graonge Hill, two miles out of %hc
maln Cork - Macroom road. Further out the road we come to Oveins whone
there are historic caves, Britain and hir allies won the Great ./or, but
in the meantime she had lost one battle, in Ireland, The Irish Indep-
—-endence movement after 1946 was gro.ing Ifrom strength to streasth, wd
Ballincollig became a recruiying arca Tfor the 1st., Batt, 1st, Hod, IR,
Its leading light was a young man crlled Leo Murphy, Leo bora in 1901,
lived in the outskirts of the villege, r¢ his frther wns -~ noson,
who owned a public house which is s%ill there, In 1917 2t the ose of
seventeen, he was tried in his abscnc. Tor being a memtcr of »n Lllegal

organisation, He was senteneed to onc ilonths imprisonment, but o

never served it, In 1918 he was appointed Ceaptnin ~nd began o onionisc
the IRA in the areag,
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For his work he vns promoted Comdt, , ~:.¢ im 1920
he prepared ang commanded the ambush on the Model Farm Rood, in vhiwh
Capt. Thompson ( Chief C.0, for Munstor, ) was captured, i'c g ~ssoce-
~iated with other incidents ang embushcs, one in which 3gt., 2loiom wns
shot dead, ( 1921, ) Leo Murphy wes finally captured at Jotorfrllem—e

CORK EXAMINER 27th, June 1921, " see aitached,
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PAGE U, HISTORY BALLI INCOLLIG .. :ii.CKS, (1805 =~ 1570 .

Therc 1s a monument 4o him at Waterfoll end of course our ovm oo: lacks
ensures o fitting NiWitery memory %o aim, His brother Fronk wovicd in
the Barracks, up to his death one ycor ngo, During this period 4l.coc
are several references to the Barracks being called on to sus Sly dcine
-forcements for British Regular ond Black & lqn elements, ~wGihod Dy
General Tom Barry and his Gueri 1lns. During the ambush ot Crousooryy a
fire order came to the Beorracks for help which was dﬂspatchvc o by
haste, It was pcople 1;&6 Leo Murphy ﬁnd Tom Barry who finally brou- ek

ebout the cawu*pll of the British in Ireland, The last Britisn Uit to
leave the Barracks wore the 2nd, Bn, Crecn Howards in 1922,

Ial

The same year the Civil War broke out and o _.cpub=~
~lican element realising they could not hold the Barra acks, agoingt e
Free state, burned it, '

In 1958 the Barracks was nemed Dun Ui ihurcodac,

CONCLUSION,

& 0.



