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Evening News 

13 May 1969 

Robots move 
• In on 

battle of 
the bangs 

D elJcate and valuable equip­
men t is to be installed 

on a nursery. 
And mushroom and tomato 

growers in the Lea Valley hope 
it will help them in a long­
standing "battle" with a top­
secret government establish­
ment. 

The equipment-designed to 
measure noise - wUl decide 
whether bangs from the EXiplo­
sive, Research and Develop­
ment Establishment at Wal­
tham Abbey, Essex. are dam­
aging acres Itnd acres of green­
houses. 

LOGGERHEADS / 

For months, nurserymen 
have been at loggerheads with 
the government establishment 
over the frequent blasts from 
test firings. The nurserymen 
claim their glasshouses are 
,. being practicaliy wrecked" 
by the bangs and vibrations. 

Said one of the angry nur­
sery owners, Mr. Rodan Green-
1lI11. of Ha.rlow. Esex. "some­
thing will have to -be done be­
fore more seriOUS dama~e 
occurs." 

But the Ministry Of Tech­
nology establishment "lienies 
that the blasts are powerful 
enough to damage the green­
houses. Said a spokesman "The 
vibrations caused are no more 
than you would get from heavy 
traffic." But the establishment 
has llIg.ree.d to instrull bhe 
s'Pecia.1 noise. measuring equip­
men,t on one of the 111Ul"Series. 


