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APPENDIX II 

gunpowder 

One of the mysteries connected with the plot is the mys­
tery of the gunpowder itself. 'From the moment of the 
"discovery", the discovered gunpowder disappears from 
history.'l As has already been noted, the Ordnance accounts 
of the stores for this period are missing . 

On November 27th, Lake wrote to Cecil that the King 
had commanded him 'to put you in mind of one thing in the 
examination whereof he does not remember that you are yet 
cleared. That is, that where at Lambeth at the house whither 
the powder was brought by the porters, there was a young 
man that received it, which His Majesty and you at first 
conceived to be Winter, but since, as His Highness judges, 
could not be so, because the examinations make mention 
that that young man had no hair on his face, which is other­
wise in Winter. He would therefore know whether you have 
yet found who was the receiver of the powder, or if it have 
not been enquired of, by reason of the multitude of other 
things, that you would bestow labour to discover it.'2 

There is no other mention of the gunpowder, apart from 
a passing reference in the Politician's Catechism (r658) which , 
states that 'the barrels wherein the powder was are kept as 
relics, and were often shown to the King and his posterity 
that they might not entertain the least thought of clemency 
toward the Catholic religion '. 

About every other matter, there was considerable inquiry 
-about the conspirators' lodgings and associates, about the 
boatmen, carpenters, tradesmen and porters who worked for 
them. Inquiries were even made as to where the iron bars 
laid on top of the barrels were -purchased. 'But concerning 
the gunpowder, no question appears ever to have been asked, 
whence it came or who furnished it. Yet this would appear to 
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vlppendix II 
be a point at least as important as the rest, and if it was left 
in absolute obscurity, the inference is undoubtedly suggested 
that it was not wished to have questions raised. It may be 
added that no mention is discoverable of the augmentation 
.of the royal stores by so notable a contribution as this would 
have furnished.'3 

Though there is some discrepancy as to the amount of 
gunpowder which the plotters were alleged to have procured, 
the lowest estimate (which is accepted by Gardiner) is a last 
and a half. * This amounts to a quarter of the entire amount of 
gunpowder stored in Dublin Castle at the height of the Irish 
wars. Thus, on any showing, the conspirators' acquisition 
was considerable. 

Gunpowder, which had been proclaimed a Government 
monopoly in 16o I, was stored in the vVhite Tower4 and was 
under the control of the Earl of Devonshire as Master­
General of Ordnance, with Cecil's intimate friend, Carew of 
Clopton (he w1}o had let his house to Rookwood) as Lieut­
enant-General. Devonshire and Carew had campaigned 
togeth.er in Ireland where Devonshire (then Lord Mount­
joy) had subjugated the country of which he was appointed 
Lord Deputy in succession to Essex, while Carew was made 
President of Munster. Also associated with them in friend­
ship and in their Irish career was Sir Henry Brouncker, who 
had married one of Monteagle's sisters, Ann. He was 
appointed President of Munster in succession to Carew in 
the summer of 16°4. 

Brouncker, a creature of Cecil's, had for many years 
farmed the customs of wine imported into Ireland and had 
learned, in that way, much of the underground communica­
tions with Spain. He was an energetic persecutor of Catholics 
and when he succeeded Carew to office proceeded with such 
severity that, however agreeable to Cecil, it caused the King 
to remark that 'his zeal was more than was required in a 
governor, however allowable in a private man'.5 

Brouncker died in 16°7, leaving a son, vVilliam, aged 2'2, 

who had been at Oxford during the time of the Plot; and the 
subsequent activities of this young man in the matter of 
gunpowder are, considering his connections, of peculiar 
interest. One of Sir Henry's last letters to Cecil, four months 

* A last contained twenty-four barrels . Each barrel held roo lb. 
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gunpowder 
before his death, had vowed W illiam to Cecil's service,'6 and 
four years later, both William and his widowed mother, 
Monteagle's .sister, were petitioning Cecil, she for money 
still due for her late husband 's services, he for a warrant to 
investigate the disappearance of gunpowder from the Royal 
stores . 

The demand has all the appearance of blackmail, since it 
was described as 'extravagant' by Lake, and when William 
thereupon threatened to take his suggestion to the courts, 
he was given the warrant-with the proviso that the years to 
be covered by the investigation were from 1578 to 1604.7 

There is no need to emphasize the strangeness of this 
transaction-the nephew of Monteagle, son of the asso­
ciate of the man in charge of the gunpowder in the Tower in 
1604 and 1605, being allowed to investigate the leakage of 
gunpowder up to the exact point where that leakage became 
notorious. Taken in conjunction with the fact that the 
records have disappeared and with the character of Will iam 
Brouncker-he eventually bought an Irish peerage for 
£ 1,200 and swore the same day that he had not a shi ll ing 
left to pay for his dinnerS-it suggests, at least, that the 
Government were well enough aware how and where the 
conspirators procured their gunpowder. 

Further than this, it is impossible to go, though the 
Brouncker episode proves that the gunpowder account could 
be checked with accuracy and thus makes the fact that they 
are 'missing ' the more suspicious. 
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ments, 1 14; visits Garnet at Frem­
land with Catesby, 135; to be 
warned by conspirators not to 
attend Parliament, 154, r90; is 
present at prorogation of Parlia­
ment, October 3rd, 156; tells 
Winter Prince of Wales not to be 
at opening of Parliament, 69, 159, 
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260 n. 14-; credited with murder 
ofTresham, who may have warned 
him of plot, 16 I, 197; visits cellar 
with Lord Chamberlain, 166, 167, 
168; called up by ·Worcester to 
arrest Northumberland, 172; his 
name omitted from confessions, 69, 
196, 254- n. 6; commended by 
Cecil at trial of conspirators, 60, 
220 and at Garnet's trial, 237. 
Other refero/as, 75, 78, 79, 116, 
124- n., 157, 187, 203-4-, 213, 
238,2 52,253,256 n. 6 

Parliament, 15,62,65,68,108,109, 
111,113,118 et seq., 124-, 125, 
126,127,129,131,1 4-1,14-2 n., 
154-, 156, 157, 15 8, 159, 166, 
176, 186, 187, 190,205-7, 208, 
2 I 6; Acts of, 25, 29, 30, 3 I, 34-, 
36, 80, 88, 116, 134--5, 24-5-6 

Parma, Margaret de, Regent of the 
Netherlands, 25, 88 and n., 89 

Percy, Sir Charles, 126 
Percy, Henry, Earl of Northumber­

land, 59, 60, 77, I I I, II2, 126, 
154-, ISS, 165, 166 and n., 168, 
169, 19 2, 239, 255, 259 n. 16, 
271 n. 2 

Percy, Sir Jocelyn, IS I, 166, 169 
Percy, Thomas, agent to Northum­

berland, 59; receives promise of 
toleration to Catholics from James 
in Scotland, 59-60, 218, 21 9, 259 
n. 16; his influential position, 77; 
character and appearance, 78; his 
marriages, 79, 255-6; conversion, 
79; suspected of double-dealing, 
79; takes the oath of secrecy, 110; 
hires house near House of Lords, 
I I I, I 12, 12 I; appointed Gentle­
man Pensioner, I 12; employs 
Fawkes as his servant, I 12; takes 
part in mining operations, I 19; is 
to kidnap Prince Charles, 124-, 127, 
ISS, 156 n.; lays in powder and 
wood in cellar, 14-1; and a meeting 
at Bath, 14-2; collecting rents in 
north on eve of plot, I 55, 16o, 

165; returns to London, meets 
with Cates by and Winter, goes to 
Sion House, 165-6; suspected as 
author of anonymous letter after 
search of his cellar, 167, 168; his 
last movements before leaving 
London, 168-9; escapes Govern­
ment spies, 171; leaves for Dun­
church and Proclamations for his 
arrest, 172, 173, 179, 189; the 
journey to Holbeach, 173-9; 
mortally wounded at Holbeach, 
182; head set up on Parliament 
House, 192; his widow taken, 192 . 
Other refereJ/ces, 16, 75, 8 I, I I I, 

117, 123, 126, 130, 154-, 166, 
168 n., 170, 189, 272 n. 39 

Persons, Robert, S.J., General of the 
Jesuits, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 33, 35, 
58,62,88,136,14-0, 14-5 

Phelippes, Thomas, 4- I -2, 4-7, 96, 
97-9, 233, 26 3 n. 27, n . 6, 265 
n. 31, n. 35 

Philip II of Spain, 25, 32, 35,4-9 et 
seq., 56, 84-, 88 , 89, 93 

Philip III of Spain, 54-, 1°9-110, 
206 

Phillips, Sir Edward, Serjeant-at­
Law, 210-II, 221 

Popham, Sir John, Lord ChiefJ ustice, 
33, 114--15, 208, 22 I, 23 6, 237, 
24-9 

Pound, Thomas, S.]., 33,115-16 
Proclamations, 108, 139, 17 2, 179, 

189 and n., 203, 205, 273 n . 7 

Rookwood, Ambrose, 70, 75, 8 I, 
128-9, 13 1, 135 n., 14- 1, 14-5, 
14-7, ISO, 166, 168-82 passim, 
188, 189 and n ., 191, 192, 193, 
208-28 passim, 252 

Rookwood, Mrs. , 128-9, 14-5,227 

Society of Jesus, the, 2 I, 27 et seq., 
33,34--6,4- 1,4-4-,4-6,4-7,4-8,83, 
89,9° and n., 107, I 13, I I 5,124-, 
134-, 135, 13 8, 14-2, 14-3, 14-4-, 
14-5, 14-8, ISO, 171, 176, 177, 
188, 190, 193, 194-, 195, 202, 
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205 ,206, 210 and n., 212, 214, 
227, 234-, 237, 238, 239, 266 n . 
12. See also Blackwell, Garnet, 
Gerard, Hart, Oldcorne, Persons, 
Pound, Tesimond 

Squire's Plot, 39,43-8, 212,237 
Stanley, Sir William, 83-5, 86, 87, 

88, 110, 126 
Stanley, William, 3rd Baron Mont­

eagle, 67 
Stourton, Lord, 154, 157, 161,190, 

19 2 

Strange, Fr., 145 
Stuart, Arabella, 35, 57, 94 

Talbot, John, 74, 174, 177, 178, 
179, 20 3 

Tesimond, Oswald, S.J . (alias Green­
way, Greenwell, Philip Beau­
mont) , 21, 36, 71, 76, 78,87,1 20, 
128, 130, 138-9, 152, 162, 167, 
174, 176-7, 194, 195 and n., 
2°4-5,211 , 227, 234,235 ,23 8, 
24 1,254 n. 5, 272 n . 39 

Throckmorton, family of, 74, IS0 
Topcliffe, Richard, 100, 193 
Tresham, Francis, 24,60,61 , 68,74, 

75 , 81 , 114, 146, 151, 15 2-3, 
153,154, I SS , 157,1 58- 61 ,162, 
16 5 and n., 172 n., 173 n., 182, 
188, 190, 192, 193, 196- 8, 21 I, 

212,249,273 n. 7, 274 n. 29 
Tresham, Lewis, 196 
Tresham, Sir Thomas, 61, 62, 107, 

116,146,196,1 97, 220 
Tyrwhitt, family of, 128 

Vaux, Anne, 144, 145 , 148, ISO, 
, 161, 192,230,233,270 n. 32 
Vaux, Lord, 199 
Vavasour, George, 157, 197 
Verney, Sir Ri chard, Sheriff of War-

wickshire ' 172, 191,273 n. 12 

W aad, Sir William, L ieutenant of 
the Tower, 47, 4 8, 58 n., 93-4, 
96,11 4, 131,169, 189,192, 193, 
197, 233, 235 , 23 8, 247,248 et 
seq., 255, 256 n. 6, 264 n. 22, 

273 n. 12,274 n. 18 
Walsh, Sir Richard, Sheri ff of W or­

cestershire, 179, 180-2, 19 I, 200, 
201,247,272 n. 39, 275 n . 43 

Ward, Thomas, 66 
Whynniard, John, . Keeper of the 

Wardrobe, 16, I 18, 166 
Whynniard 's House by the Parlia-

ment, Ill , 112, 116 et seq. , 129 

Wilson, Thomas, 9 8, 99 
Windsor, Lord, IS S, 17 8 
Winter, Dorothy, 75 
Winter, John , 74, 75 , 77, 23 8 
'Winter, Robert, 74, 75, 77 , 12 2, 

126, 128, 1,P, 146, ISO, 151, 
174-82 passim, 188 n., 189, 195, 
200- 1, 202,208-28 paSfim, 234, 

23 8 
W inter, Thomas, involved in Essex 

rebellion , 24; his visit to Spain, 56, 
58 , 196, 249-50; secretary to 
Monteagle, 67, 68 ; ancestry and 
genealogy, 74, 75 ; early years, 75; 
descri ption, 75-6; his lodgings in 
Strand, 76; his travels, 76; is sent 
for by Catesby, 108 and is told of 
plot and promise help, 1°9; visi ts 
Constable of Castile, 79, 109; 
returns with Guy Fawkes, 110; 
takes oath of secrecy, I 10; takes 
part in mining operations, I 19-
2 I; his proposed service in Flan­
ders with Sir Charles Percy, 126; 
present when Bates admitted to 
plot, 129; orders sword from 
Craddock, 14 1; bu}iS new powder, 
142; and a meeting at Bath, 142 ; 
his conduct suspected by Anne 
Vaux, 144; and the pilgrimage to 
St. Winifred's Well, 146; he and 
Robert leave for Yorkshire, where 
meet Christopher Wright, 146; 
two supper parties at the 'Irish 
Boy', I S I; supper party at D aven­
try, 153; supports Catesby in re­
fusing to warn Catholic peers 
generally, 15 4; replenishes gun­
powder, ISS, 156; is present at 
prorogation of Parliament, Octo-
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·Winter, Thomas-cont. 

ber 3rd, 156; his confession only 
source of information about his 
actions, 15 8; is told of delivery of 
letter to Monteagle, 158; his sus­
picion of Tresham, 159-61, 162, 
165 n.; is told by Monteagle that 
Prince of "Vales would not be at 
opening of Parliament, 159; last 
movements before leaving London, 
168, 171-3; leaves for Hudding­
ton, 173 and arrives 177; the 
journey to Holbeach, 17 8-9; ap­
proaches Talbot for help, 179; 
refuses to desert with Littleton, 
18o; is wounded at Holbeach, 
18 I, 247; Cecil's end in examining 
him, 188; Proclamation for his 
arrest, 189; arrested and in custody 
of Walsh, 191, 247; the key wit­
ness, 194, 195; his indictmen t, 195, 
210; his trial and execution, 77, 
99, 208-28 passim. COlljessio7IJ of, 

17 el seq., 99,1 I 1,116, I I9, 121, 

124, 125, I26, 127, 142 and n., 
15 8, 159 n., 165, 17 2, 195-6, 
2 I 3, 247-50, 254-5 n. 6, 260 n. 
14, 266 n. Other rejereflces, 16, 
17, 18,69, 77, 78, 79, 94, 112, 
113,115,121,125, ISO, 162, 
168,190,191,238,247-50,251, 
256 n. 6, 269 n. 65 

'Wisbech Stirs', 34-6 
W right, Christopher, 75, 79-80, 

87,120,127,13°,141,146, ISO, 
153, 165, 169-82 passim, 189, 
and n., 192 

Wright, Henry, 114-5,266 n. 12 
Wright, John, 16, 75,78, 79-80,87, 

108, 110, III, 119, 127, 130, 
141, ISO, 153, 168 and n., 169-
182 passim, 189 and n., 192, 256 
n.6 

Yorke, family of, 146 

II 

PLACES 

Ashby St. Legers (Robert Cates by), 
61, 73, 12 5, 128, 130, 149 
(map), ISO, 153, 174 

Barnet, ISS, 159, 16o 
Bath, 69, 142, 146 
Brussels, 76, 82-9 passim, 107, 1°9, 

114,126,136,188,206,237 
Chastleton, 6 I .. 7 2 
Clopton Hall (Lord Carew, rented 

by Rookwood), 129, 14 I, 149 
(map), 150,252 

Coldham Hall , mansion of Rook­
wood , 129 

Coleshill (Sir Robert Digby), 149 
(map), I64 

Cough ton Court (Throckmortons, 
rented by Digby), 74, 149 
(map) , ISO, 161, 162, 174, 
176, In, 194, 203,270 n. 32 

Daventry, 153 
Drayton, 8o 

Dunchurch, 149 (map), ISO, 164, 
168, 172, 173, 174 

Dunsmore Heath, 149 (map), ISO, 
15 1,161, 164,201 

Essex House, 166, 169, 171, 172 
Fremland, 68, 70, 135 
Gothurst (Sir Everard Digby), 145, 

146, 147, 148, ISO, 16r, 162, 
164 

Gowthwaite Hall (Lady Yorke), 
146 
Grafton (Lord Talbot), 74, 149 

(map), 174, 179,203 
Greenwich, 159 
H agley House (Muriel Littleton), 

149 (map), 200 
Harrowden (Vaux family), 148, ISO, 

194, 199 
Hewell Grange (Lord Windsor), 

74-5, 149 (map), 155, 17 8, 
180 
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I ndex 
Hindlip Hall (Thomas Abington), 

67,74,13 8,139,142 n., 145, 
149 (map), 177, 194, 202 et 
Jeq. , 229, 230, 238 

Hockliffe, near Dunstable, 173 
Holbeach House (Stephen Littleton), 

149 (map), I S0, 178, 179-80, 
185 , 191, 200, 247 

Holywell, see St. Winifred's Well 
Hoxton, 65, 153 , 156-6 I passim 
Huddington Hall (the Winters), 74, 

75, 77, 108, 126, 12 8, 138, 
141, 142 n ., 146, 149 (map), 
IS0, 151, 173, 174, 176, 177, 
178, 191, 194, 20 5, 214 n ., 
248, 260 n. 33 

Lapworth (Catesby), 72, 141, 149 
(map), 150, 153 

London (see also Parliament), 82,93, 
108, IIO, II2, 116, 119, 125, 
126, 128 , 131, 135 n ., 139, 
14 1, 143, 148, I 5 I, I 53, I 55, 
156, 159, 160, 165, 166, 168 
and n., 169, 17 2- 4, 182, 185, 
192, 205 , 223, 229, 230, 234 
n., 239, 243, 245, 255, 273 n. 7 

Clerken well, I 52, I 54 
Drury Lane, 168, 169 and n. 
Fleet Street, 173 
Gray's Inn, 169 
Guildhall, 236 
Highgate, 173 
Holborn, 256 n . 6 
Lambeth, 108, 116, 120, 121,225 
Lincoln's Inn, 165 
Marshalsea, 231 
St. Clement's Dane, 110, 165, 

168,169 n., 190 
St. Giles', 169 
St. Paul's, 185,223-4,240,246 

Strand, 73, 76, 110, 128, 141, 
171, 172 

Taverns, 76,151,155,156,169, 
171,1 72 

Temple, 95, 169, 196 
T hames, II 8, 122,222 
Tower, 100, 160, 186, 188, 190, 

192, 193, 203, 208, 223, 224, 
226, 229, 231 , 233, 235, 237, 
23 8,249, 256 n. 6 

Tower Hill, 198 
Tyburn , 27 , 100 
Westminster, III, 116, 120, 167, 

17 2,223,226 
Westminster Abbey, 154 
Westminster Hall, 208, 215, 219 
Whitehall, 208, 231 

Milford Haven, 56, 59, 84 
Norbrook (John Grant), 75, 128 , 

129, 141 , r.j.2 n., 146, 149 
(map), 150, 17 3, 174, 176 

Plowland Hall (the Wrights), 79 
Ripley Castle (Sir William Ingleby), 

146 
Royston , 156, 15 8 
Rushton Hall (the Treshams), 114, 

146,155,159 
St. Winifred's Well, or Holywell, 

145-6,268 n . 63 
Sion House (Earl of Northumber­

land), 165, 166, 168 and n., 
169 

Theobalds, 92, 264 n. 12 
Turvey (Lord Mordaunt), 148, 173 
Warwick, 149 (map), 155,175,176, 

273 n ·7 
White Webbs (Anne Vaux and 

Jesuits' headquarters), 143-5, 
153, 15 8, 162 

Wisbech Castle, 33, 34, 35 
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