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Did Guy Fawkes buy his gunpowder from a
Royal Ordnance Factory?

‘he question may sound absurd, but it seems most probable
that he did.

In his time it was of course a private factory, and not a

Government concern, for it
Ordnance till 1987, nearly
record of being the oldest
and has been manufacturing

was not taken over by the Board of
200 years later, but it has the proud
explosives factory still in existance,
continuously for nearly 400 years.

1t still clings to its old name, the Koyal Gunpowder Kactory,
for it built up its reputation on Gunpowder, the only explosives
known for the first 300 years of its exist@nce; but it is chiefly
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Did Guy Fawkes buy his gunpowder from a
Royal Ordnance Factory?

The question may sound absurd, but it seems most probable
that he did. j

In his time it was of course a private factory, and not a
Government concern, for it was not taken over by the Board of
Ordnance till 1787, nearly 200 years later, but it has the proud
record of being the oldest explosives factory still in existance,
and has been manufacturing continuously for nearly 400 years.

It still clings to its old name, the Koyal Gunpowder Kactory,
for it built up its reputation on Gunpowder, the only explosives
known for the first 300 years of its exist@nce; but it is chiefly
other forms which it has been required to produce since then, and,
during the present century, it has built up a new reputation on
Cordite, making it even more famous than in the Gunpowder days.

Ihe "Gunpowder" atmosphere still lingers however, and one
cannot help feeling how it persists even today. 1t is rather the
same as With such institutione as Lloyds, frinity House, Oxford
or Cambridge, - however up to date the present methods may be, the
flavour of the past remains. The atmosphere still suggests gwill
pens and post-chaises rather than typewriters and telephones.

Loday at Waltham Abbey, where the rRoyal Gunpowder Kacfovry
is situated, the appearance of many parts of the place presents
nothing which would seem incongruous as a background for such
characters as mMr. Fawkes, mr. Catesby, mr. Percy, or mMr. lieaze,
as they must have avpeared when visiting tée odee@ec in those early
days of the 17th. Century.

Mr. Meaze may strike you as an unfamiliar character in this
group. You will recognise him better under his real name, fHather
Garnet, - but more of him later.

The question is, was the powder bought there?

You may not care, but should you be curious about the matter,

here is the argument. _

It is hardly surprising that no record exists as to Where
the conspirators obtained their gunpowder . Considerable care
must have been taken to ensure that the purchases, (there seem to
have been at least three separate transactions), were kept as
secret as possible, and the precautions were probably sufficient
to ensure that nothing could be proved against the mills which had
been induced to supply the stufrf.

After the discovery of the plot, there would be little objeect
in taking the trouble to inecriminate the sellers, - who might have
made their sales, particularly if in the form of several small
supplies, in perfectly good faith. in those days, when it was
guite usual for ordinary citizens %o tarry firearms for protection,
and when, apart from its homicidal uses, gunpowder was the only
form of propellant for sporting guns etc.,such sales would be
nothing out of the ordinary unless there were something remarkable
about the quantity. Wirearms, and the necassary vowder and shot
for them, were not controlled by license as they are-today.




Another possibility is, that if Kather Gerard's theory ig

correct, and that the Government knew all about the plot long before
they "discovered" it, ("What was the Gunpowder Plot" - 1987), the
powder might have been supplied without difficulty in quite large
‘quantities with the tacit consent of the authorities. Matters could
be so arranged that no obstacle should be put in the way, and certain
ly so that nothing should transpire afterwards to show the source
from which supplies had been obtained.

Suggestions have been made that the gunpowder may have been
brought over from the Low Countries, but there mould be serious
difficulties about this. in the first place it would have to be
smuggled, and Gunpowder would not be an ideal or popular cargo
for such a venture. it was still at that time something of a
novelty, and much feared by the avarage person. There would also
be objections in that ordinary smuggling methods, which often
involved "sinking" ghe cargo or landing it on exposed beaches, could
not be used, for the powder must at all costs be protected from.
damp. :
1t seems i&ikely therefore that all the gunpowder they needed
must have been purchased from mills somewhere in this country, and,
with the state of the roads as we know them to have been in the
early 17th. Century, it would be necessary that it should not have
to be carried from too great a distance. The secrecy of the whole
business would also make it very undesirable that it should have to
travel ‘over the public highway at all if it could possibly be avoide”

Where could a better source be found than the Powder Mills
at Waltham Abbey? ‘they were than quite a small concern in private
hands, but nevertheless mills which were well established, for we
know from a feference to them in the Callendar of State Papers
(1561) ;. sthat they had been in existance for at least 40 years.

There were several other wmills in the country of course,
but it 1sivery doubtful if there were any showing advantages which
could compare with those at Waltham.

in the first place, the conspirators could hardly have
gone toc a place where they were quite unknown, or where they had
no excuse at all for making their purchases. At Walthem they had
such an excuse ready made, for at White Webbs, only about two miles
away, in the well known sporting district of Enfield Chase, there
lived at that time, under the assumed name of mr. lieaze, Une of
the principal conspirators, Father Garnet, Provincial of the knglish
Jesuits, , He seems to have been rather given to the use of assumed
names, of which Mr. Meaze was only one of several, but as lMr. Meaze
he seems to have been accepted locally as a highly respected citizen,
and he ceréainly lived in what must have been a very imposing
conntry residence.

White Webbs had been built in Queen Elizabeth's time, and
was in fact granted by her to her Physician, Robert Huicke. Although
it was pulled down in 1790 its site may be found today in the
grounds of the present Middleton House.

Anyone living in such a place would have a legitimate reason
for purchasing powder for sporting guns etc., or, there is another
possibility, that "Mr. Meaze" might have disclosed his real identity
to some ardent Roman Catholic in the employ of the Gunpowder mills
who would very likely be prepared to oblige Holy Church and ask no
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cuestions, even if the circumstances sermed a bit unusual.
Such a transaction need not necessarily have been in the
form of a purchase at all. The #ills at Waltham Abbey were then,
a8 they are today, a perfect maze of waterways, used primarily as
power for working the powder mills themselves by means of water wheels,
but apart from this, their principal use, the intricste system of
streams and eanals formed a convenient means of transport for the
gunpowder, both during the process of manufacture and subsequently.
Even today, the various waterwayse inside the factory commun-
icate with the main River Lee ocutside it at seversl points, and in
such a way as to make it almost imposeible to prevent unautkorised
entry or exit by boat. It is unlikely that it was any easier to
control the traffic on these waterways 30U years ago, and it can
be taken as 2 fact that the powder could have been rembved, either
with or without cooperation from someone inside the factory, without
any serious difficulty. un the other hand, the stuff mav have
been bought guite konestly.

- Now it is known that Father Garnet, alias Mr. Meaze, was
living at White ¥Webbe st the time of the conspiracy, and =0 was
only abtéut two miles from the Waltham Abbey mills. It is also
known that Fawkes, Percy, Catesby, and various other conspirators
wWwere frequent visitors at the place, and were actually there up
to a few days previous to the 5th. November 1605.

Apart from the convenience of buying the vowder without
much difficulty or suspicion, from a reliable concewn slmost on
their doorstep, there were other advantages which would weigh very
heavily. -

As mentioned before, there is, naturally enough, ne record
at all as to the actuzl source from which the powder was cecured,
and the farst we hear of it in the official records is #hen it was
stored at a house in Lambeth. This house wzs one which Percy had
rented and in which he had installed Keyes as caretaker to look
after it and its contents. The idea was to use the place as a
temporary ctore where the powder could bhe gradually accumulated
until it was time to transfer it across the river to the second
house which Percy had tsken, next to the Parliament House itself.

How easy it would be to bring the powder secretly and safely
from Waltham to Lambeth. A smooth and fairly secluded waterway
for the entire distance, first, down the Lee, and then up the
Thames from Blackwall. It seems that nothing could be more ideal.

: According to the confessions of ¥awkes and ¥Winter, which
roughly agree, and which form the principal evidence from which we
can sscertain the facts, the first con=ignment of powder was
acquifed a little before Christmas 1604, for, aecording to Fawkes'
confession: = <

"It was about Christmas when we brought our mine unto the
"wall, snd about C ndlemas= we had wrought the wall half
CLHPOURN. ~.5 5 0% %e had before this provided and brought
"into the house 20 barrels of powder."




This is confirmed in Winter's confession, where he states: -
"This hindered our beginning until g fortnight before
"Christmasg, by which time both mr. Yercy and wmr. Wright
"were come to London, and we against their coming had
"provided g good part of the powder."

A second lot seems to have been bought between then ang
September, for Fawkes states later on in his confession that:-
"about EBaster, the Parliament being Prorogued tili
"October next, we dispersed Purseives. ... ., In the
"meantime, Percy, having the key of the cellar, laid
"in more powder and wood into Lt
A thind lot is mentioned gg being bought by Fawkes and Winter
Jointly about the beginning of September, when Wawkes returned from
the Low Countries, for he states, after the forgoing that: - !
"I returned about the beginning of September next, ang

"more powder and billets to cover the same again, and

: "so I went into the country tili 30th. October,.n

This again is conf irmed by Winter'g confession, in which he

says: -
o "Mr. Fawkes departed about Baster for Flanders, ang

"returned the latter end orf August. *-.. About this
"time did mr. Percy and mr. Catesby meet gt the Bath,
"leanwhile ¥r. Fawkes ang myself alone bought some new
“powder as Suspecting the first to be dank, and conveyed
ki & to the cellar,n :

Their fears about the previous 1ots being "dank" were probably
only too wmell founded if no Special brecautions hagd been taken.

Catesby seems to have financed the business gl1 through, an
unenviable job seeing that he had to bay right at the "top of the
market", for, according to investigations which have been made, the
price of gunpowder has never been higher in thig country before or

Whoever may have carried out the actual burchases, gngd whoever
Arranged the transport ang finance, the Teal truth and all the
details of the transaction must have been kept Very secret. We can
only consider "probabilities", but it seems that on circumstantigl
evidence alone there jg a strong casé . for Supposing that the KRoyal
Cunpowder Factory, now a highly respectable.G0vernment institution
may have an interesting stain on itg past.

1t 1 g strange place in a strange district, and shoudgd you
Vislt the Lee Valley below Waltham Abbey you need hardly pe Surprised
1f on a dark winters evening, when the mists are rising off the
marshes and the river, you should see g barge of "an ©ld fashioned type,
attended by men in beculiar ol4g fashioned clothes, moving slowly down
the stream. The ghostg of the.conspirators and their guilty cargo
may well haunt the neighbourhood, and‘perhaps they stil: eneasionally
re~enact theijr dreadful Journey down the Lee gng up the thames,

I8 you shoulg See such g sight in the distance do not be
Surprised. Many barges ang their creys on the Lee would answer to
this desrription. Rut berhaps you hag better not €0 too cloge.

It may be Just an Crdinary barge - op of course it may not.
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DID GUY FAWKES BUY HIS GUNPOWDER
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Did Guy Fawkes buy his gunpowder from a

Royal Ordnance Factory?

The question may sound absurd, but it seems most probable that
he did.

In his time it was of course a private factory, and not a
Government concern, for it was mot taken over by the Board of
Ordnance till 1787, nearly 200 years later, but it has the proud
record of being the oldest explosives factory still in existence,
and has been manufacturing continuously for nearly 400 years.

It still clings to its old name, the Royal Gunpowder Factory,
for it built up its reputation on Gunpowder, the only explosives
known for the first 300 years of its existence; but it is chiefly
other forms which it has been required to produce since then, and,
during the present century, it has built up a new reputation on
Cordite, making it even more famous than in the Gunpowder days.

The "Gunpowder" atmosphere still lingers, however, and one
cannot help feeling how it persists even to-day. It is rather the
same as with such institutions as Lloyds, Trinity House, Oxford
or Cambridge, - however up-to-date the present methods may be, the
flavour of the past remains. The atmosphere still suggests quill
pens and post-chaises rather than typewriters and telephones.

To-day at Waltham Abbey, where the Royal Gunpowder Factory is
situated, the appearance of many parts of the place presents
nothing which would seem incongruous as a background for such
characters as Mr Fawkes, Mr Catesby, Mr Percy, or Mr Meaze, as
they must have appeared when visiting it in those early days of
the 17th Century.

Mr Meaze may strike you as an unfamiliar character in this
group. You will recognise him better under his real name, Father
Garnet, - but more of him later.

The question is, was the powder bought there?

You may not care, but should you be curious about the matter,
here is the argument.

It is hardly surprising that no record exists as to where
the conspirators obtained their gunpowder. Considerable care must
have been taken to ensure that the purchases, (there seem teo have
been at least three separate transactions), were kept as secret as
possible, and the precautions were probably sufficient to ensure
that nothing could be proved against the mills which had been
induced to supply the stuff.

After the discovery of the plot, there would be little object
in taking the trouble to incriminate the sellers, who might have
made their sales, particularly if in the form of several small
supplies, in perfectly good faith. In those days, when it was
quite usual for ordinary citizens to carry firearms for protection,
and when, apart from its homicidal uses, gunpowder was the only
form of propellant for sporting guns etc, such sales would be
nothing out of the ordinary unless there were something remarkable
about the quantity. Firearms, and the necessary powder and shot
for them, were not controlled by license as they are to-day.
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Anyone living in such a place would have a legitimate reason
for purchasing powder for sporting guns etc, or, there is another
possibility, that "Mr Meaze" might have disclosed his real identity
to some ardent Roman Catholic in the employ of the Gunpowder Mills
who would very likely be prepared to oblige Holy Church and ask no
questions, even if the circumstances seemed a bit unusual.

Such a transaction need not necessarily have been in the form
of a purchase at all. The Mills at Waltham Abbey were then, as they
are to-day, a perfect maze of waterways, used primarily as power
for working the powder mills themselves by means of water wheels,
but apart from this, their principal use, the intricate system of
streams and canals formed a convenient means of transport for the
gunpowder, both during the process of manufacture and subsequently.

Even to-day, the various waterways inside the factory communi-
cate with the main River Lee outside it at several points, and in
such a way as to make it almost impossible to prevent unauthorised
entry or exit by boats. It is unlikely that it was any easier to
control the traffic on these waterways 300 years ago, and it can
be taken as a fact that the powder could have been removed, either
with or without co-operation from someone inside the factory,
without any serious difficulty. On the other hand, the stuff may
have been bought quite honestly.

Now it is known that Father Garnet, alias Mr Meaze, was
living at White Webbs at the time of the conspiracy, and so was
only about two miles from tihe Waltham Abbey Mills. It is also
known that Fawkes, Percy, Catesby, and various other conspirators
were frequent visitors at the place, and were actually there up to
a few days previous to the 5th November 1605.

Apart from the convenience of buying the powder without much
difficulty or suspicion, from a reliable concern almost on their
doorstep, there were other advantages which would weigh very heavily.

As mentioned before, there is, naturally enough, no record
at all as to the actual source from which the powder was secured,
and the first we hear of it in the official records is when it was
stored at a house in Lambeth. This house was one which Percy had
rented and in which he had installed Keyes as caretaker to look
after it and its contents. The idea was to use the place as a
temporary store where the powder could be gradually accumulated
until it was time to transfer it across the river to the second
house which Percy had taken, next to the Parliament House itself.

How easy it would be to bring the powder secretly and safely
from Waltham to Lambeth. A smooth and fairly secluded waterway
for the entire distance, first, down the Lea, and then up the
Thames from Blackwall. It seems that nothing could be more ideal.

According to the confessions of Fawkes and Winter, which
roughly agree, and which forms the principal evidence from which
we can ascertain the facts, the first consignment of powder was
acquired a little before Christmas 1604, for, according to Fawkes
confession:-

1

"It was about Christmas when we brought our mine unto the wall,
and about Candlemass we had wrought the wall half through .....
We had before this provided and brought into the house 20 barrels
of powder."



This is confirmed in Winter's confession, where he stated:-

"This hindered our beginning until a fortnight before Christmas,
by which time both Mr Percy and Mr Wright were come to London,
and we against their coming had provided a good part of the powder."

A second lot seems to have been bought between then and
September, for Fawkes states later on in his confession that:-

"About Easter, the Parliament béing prorogued till October next,
we dispersed ourselves ..... In the meantime, Percy, having the
key of the cellar, laid in more powder and wood into it."

A third lot is mentioned as being bought by Fawkes and Winter
jointly about the beginning of September, when Fawkes returned from
the Low Countries, for he states, after the foregoing that:-

"I returned about the beginning of September next, and then,
recovering the key again of Percy, we brought in more powder
and billets to cover the same again, and so I went into the
country till 30th October."

This again is confirmed by Winter's confession, in which he
says:-

"Mr Fawkes departed about Easter for Flanders, and returned the
latter end of August. ....... About this time did Mr Percy and
Mr Catesby meet at the Bath. Meanwhile Mr Fawkes and myself
along bought some new powder as suspecting the first to be dank,
and conveyed it to the cellar."

Their fears about the previous lots being '"dank" were probably
only too well founded if no special precautions had been taken.

Catesby seems to have financed the business all through, an
unenviable job seeing that he had to buy right at the "top of the
market", for, according to investigations which have been made,
the price of gunpowder has never been higher in this country before
or since that time!

Whoever may have carried out the actual purchases, and
whoever arranged the transport and finance, the real truth and all
the details of the transaction must have been kept very secret.

We can only consider "probabilities", but it seems that on
circumstantial evidence alone there is a strong case for supposing
that the Royal Gunpowder Factory, now a highly respectable
Government institution, may have an interesting stain on its past.

It is a strange place in a strange district, and should you
visit the Lea Valley below Waltham Abbey you need hardly be
surprised if on a dark winter's evening, when the mists are rising
of f the marshes and the river, you should see a barge of an old
fashioned type, attended by men in peculiar old fashioned clothes,
moving slowly down the stream. The ghosts of the conspirators and
their quilty cargo may well haunt the neighbourhood, and perhaps
they still occasionally re-enact their dreadful journey down the
Lea and up the Thames.



If you should see such a sight in the distance do not be
surprised. Many barges and their crews on the Lea would answer
to this description. But perhaps you had better not go too close.
It may be just an ordinary barge - or of course it may not.



_ A.R.D, Departmental Memorandum
(for internal use only)

q 5ol PROTL N W Y
o Wl fé\a o Ay -l i
"%M“"" SR e LRV /S/
Yo . Wy oo lg/(\ 7

¥ XA
fnfece

D 64984-1 20,000 D/d 2€86 6/L6 P R P

TR R T R RAT S T S TS R R T T TR



P

— ), Whse 748

Did CGuy Fawkes buy his gunpowder from a
Koyal Ordnance factory?

The question may sound absurd, but it seems most oprobable
that he 4id.

In his time it was of course & private factory, and not a
Government concern, for it was not taken over by the Roard of
Ordnance till 1787, uearly 200 years later, but it has the »nroud
record of being the oldest explosives factory still in existance,
and has been manufecturing continuously for nearly 4vU years.

1t still clings to its old name, the rnoyal Gunpowder ractory,
for it built up its reputation on Gunpowder, the only explosives
wpown for the first 300 years of its exist@nce; but it is ghlefly
otner forms which it has been required to produce sirce then, ang,
during the sresent century, it has built up a new reputation on
Cordite, maxing it even more famous than in the Gunpowder days.

'he "Gunpowder" atmosphere still lingers however, and one
cannot help feeling how it persists even today. 1t is rather the
same a= with such institutione as Lloyds, trinity House, Cxford
or Czwbridge, - however up to date the present methods may he, the
flavour of the past remains. The atmosphere still suggests oquill
peng znd post-chaises rather than typewriters and telephones.

roday at waltham Abbey, where the royul Gunpowder ractory
is situated, the aopearance of many parts of the place presents
nothing which woulc seem incongruous as a background for sucn
characters as mr. Fawkes, mr. Catesby, wmr. Fercy, Or Mr. Meaze,
as they must have a-peared when visiting t¥e odeee in those early
days of the 17th. Century.

mr. meaze may strike you as an unfamiliar character in this
grougp. You wi.. recognise him better under his real name, Fatner
fernet, - but more of him later.

'he guestion is, was the powder bought there?

Yyou may not care, out should you be curious about the matter,
here is the argument.

t 1s hardly surprieing that no record exists as to where
the conspirators obtained their gunpowder. tongiderable care

must have been tacen to ensure that the vpurchases, {(there seem to
nage been at least three separate transactions), were tept a8

secret as possible, and the precautiocns were probably sufficient

to ensure that nothing could be vroved against the mills which had
Peen induced to supply the stuff.

ifter the discovery of the plot, there would be little object
in tucing the trouble to incriminate the sellers, who might have
made their sales, particulzrly if ia the form of severul swmall
gupplies, in .erfectly good faith. in those days, when it was
quite usual for ordinary citizens to carry firearms for protection,
and when, apart from its homicidal uses, gunpowder was the only
form of crogellant for sporting guns ete.,such sale- would be
notring ocut of the ordinary Jnless there were something remarkable
shout the cuantity. wiregrma, and the necassary nowder and shot
iif o 4 them, were not controlled by licepae a~ they zrve today.
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Another possibility is, that if Kather Gerard's theory ig

correct, and that the Goverunment knew all about the nlot long before
tney "discovered" it, ("What was the Gunpowder *lot" - 198&7), the
powder wight have heen sunvlied without difficulty in quite large
quantities with the tacit consent of the authorities. matters could
he so0 arranged that no obstacle should bhe put in the way, and certain
ly so that nothing should traunspire afterwards to show the source
from which supplies had been obtained.

Suggestions have been made that the gunpowder may have been
trought over from the Low Countries, but there wmould be serious
difficulties z2tout this. In the first place it would have to be
smuggled, and Gunpowder would not be an ideal or popular cargo
for such a venture. 1t was etill at that time something of =
novelty, zand much feared by the avarage nerson. Lthere would also
te obhjections in that ordinary smugeling methods, which often
involved "ginking" ¥he cargo or landing it on exposed bheaches, could
not be used, for the powder must at 2all costs te »nrotected from
damn.
1t seems Alikely therefore that all the gunpowder they needed
must have been purchased from mills somewhere in this country, and,
with the =tate of the roads as we know them to have heen in the
early 17th. Century, it would he necessary that it should not have
te be carried from too great =z distance. LThe secrecy of the whole
bugiresrs would slso make it very 1nde°1rable that it should have to

travel over the public highway =2t B11 if it couaid pcesinly he zsyvoide” ET
Where could a petter source be found than the FPowder mills 4‘
at Wultham Abbey” ‘tThe: were than guite a small concern in private {4
nands, btut neverthelesgs mills which were well established, {or we @
snow from a4 feference to them in the Callendar of State Papers
(1561), thet they had been in existance for at least 40 yezrs.
Trnere were several other wills in the country of courase,
1ol overy Jdoubtful if there weove any krc,‘_g advantages which
co.pate with trheee at Yaltham.
in the firgt place, the conspirators could hardly have
t]

pone te a place where 7 were guite unxnocwn, or where they had
no excuse ¢t all for making their purchases. At Walthem they had
such gn excuse rezdy made, for at White Webbs, only cbout two miles
away, 1in the well wnown q“ortlng district of bn"eld Chase, there
iived &t that time, under the assumed name of mMr. Meaze, (ne of
the principal consvirators, Hather Garnet, Provincial of the Jngllﬁ,
Jesuits. He seems to have heen rather given te the use of astumed
nares, of which wmr. Meaze wae onlyv one of several, but as br. lMeaze
he seems to have been azcepted lccally as a highly respected citizen,
and he cerdainly lived in what wmust have been a very imposing
orntry residence.

“hite Webkes had been built in Queen Klizabeth's time, anad
was in fact granted Yy her te her Physician, Kobert Huicxe. Althoughn
it was rulled down in 1790 ite site may be found today in the
grounds of the present middleton Housge.,

Anyone living in such a place would have a legitimate reascn
for purchasing powder for sporting guns etc., or, there is another
possitility, that "kMr. meaze" might have disclosed his real identity
tc some ardent koman Catholic in the employ of the Gunpowder mills
who would very likely te preparea to oblige Moly Church and ask no
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tuections, even if the circumetances rr-med a bit unusual.
Such a transaction need not necessarily have been in the
Torm of 2 gpurchase at all. the Bills at Wzltham Atbey were then,
¢s they are todey, s perfect maze of waterwaye, used v»rimarily as
power fer working the powder mills themselves ty meane of wster vheels,
but apart from this, their princioal use, the intricste csystem of
strears and cunzls formed a convenient mesns of traneoert for tre
funvowder, both during the preocess of manufuscture and “utsecuently.
Fven teday, the various waterwaye ineide the fuctory cowmnun-
icate .ith the main Hiver Lee outside it at eeveral points, und in
such a way as to make 1t almoset impoeeible to prevent unautroriced
entry ¢r exit bty bvoat. it ie unlikely that i1t was any essier to
control the traffic on these waterways SUU yeare z2go, and it can
be tuvenr as ¢ foct that the vowder could have teen rembved, eitrer
with or without coscoceration from someone inride the factory, w+itkcut
any eerious difficulty. “n the other hand, tie ctuf? muv have
been bought qguite konestly.

yow it is knowr that lather Garnet, aliae Mr. Meaze, was
living =t White %etbte st the time of the conspiracy, and =0 was
only atout two miles frum the saltham Abbey #ills. 1t is alsoc
known that Fowkes, “erey, Ustesbty, and various other consnirators
were frecuent vicitore 5t the visce, and were actuaily there up
to o few dave previous to the 5th. mMcvember 1605,

woert from the convenience of tuying the nowder without

muct, difficulty or suspicion, from a reliable concevr wlmost on
their doorsten, trere were other advantuges which would weigh very
heavily. .

~8 mentiored tefore, there is, naturally enougt, ne record i

gt 511 we to the sctuzl source from which the powder was cecured,
and the Tdrst we hear of it in the official recorde is sren it was

stored 2t a houze in Lumbeth. Yri= rouee wus one wrnich ‘ercy had
rented ¢nd in shiekh he had installed ‘ayes as cuaretazuer to look
wfter it und ite contents. The idey was to use the nluce ase o

temporary store «here the cowder could be gradually accumulated
until it wug time to trancfer it 2c¢ross tre river *o the second
heuse wiichk Percy hzd tsken, next te the tarliament Houee itaelf.
How essy it would be to btring the powder eecretly und cafely
from .althaem to Lambeth. nosmooty snd fairly secluded waterway
for tre entire distance, first. down the Lee, vnd thrhen un tre
Yremes from Blackwall. It s=eems that nothing could bve more ideal.

necording to the confessions of wawkes and Yinter, which
rougtly spree, urd which form the principal evidence from wanich we
csn zecertain the facts, the firet consignment of nowder woa
actuifed a 1little before Chrictmas 1604, for, according to rawkes!
confeccion: = .
"1t was sbout Christrmas wher we brought our mine unto the
"wall, ond about © ndlemzs> we had #rourht the wall half
‘through. ....... Je hud before this vrovided and brought
"into the house 2L barrels of powder.”
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Ihis is confirmed in ¥inter's confession, where he ctatec: -
"T"his hindered our beginning until a fortnight before
"Christmas, by which time both nI. rercy and wmr. wright
"were come to London, 2nd we against their ccming had
"provided a good part of the powder."

A second lot seems to have been Lought between then and

September, for rawkes ctates later on in his confession that:-
"about Easter, the Parliament teing prorogued till
"Cctober next, we diepersed ourselves.... . in the
"meantime, vercy, having the key of the cellar, laid
"in more powder and wood into it."

A thind lot is mentioned as teing bhought by Kawkes and Winter
Jointly abtout the beginning of September, when Fawkes returned from
the Low Ccuntries, for he states, after the forgoing that:-

"l returned about the begioning of Se,tember next, ang
"then, receoving the key again of Percy, we brought in
'more powder and biliets to cover the smme again, and

. "eo 1 went into the country till 3Cth. Gotobver.

This again is conf:rmed by Winter'gs confession, in which he
says: -

"Mr. Fawkes departed about Haster for Flanders, and
"returned the latter end of August. ««.. About this
"time did mr. Percy and mr. Cetesby meet at the Rath.
"leanwhile wmr. Fawkes ang nyself alone bought some new
"powder as suspecting the first to bpe dank, and conveyed
"it to the cellar.

Their feare about the previous lots being "dank" were probakly
oniy too aell founded if no special precautions had heen taken.

Cateskty seems to have financed the business al: through, an
urenviatle job seeing that he had to bey rigrht at the "top of the
Varket", for, according to investigations which huve been made, the
price of gunpowder has never teen higher in this country hefore or
since that time!

*hoever may have carried out the actual purchases, and whoever
arranged the transport and finance, the real truth and all the
detaile of the transaction must have been keot very secret. ‘We can
only ccngider "probabilities", but it seems that on circumstantigl
eviderce alone there ig g strong casé for supposing that the Koyal
Cunpowder Factory, now a highly respectavle Government institution,
may have an interesting stain on its past.

Lt is a strange place in a strange district, and shoudd you
vieit (ke Lee Valley below Waltham Albey you need hardly be surpriced
if on @ dark winters evening, wheun tre pists are rising off the
marshes and the river, you should see g barge of an old fashioned type,
attenued by men in peculiar old fashioned clothes, moving slowly down
the stream. the ghoste of the counspirators and their guilty cargo
may weil haunt the neighbourhood, and rerhags they stilil eéncasionally
re-enaect their dreadful Journey down the Lee and up the 1hames.

18 you should see such a sight in the distence do not te
“urprised. many barges and their ¢rews on the Lee would answer to
this deseription. Rut perhaps you had better not go too cloge.

It mey be just an crdinary barge - or of course it may not.
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