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GEORGI"I 11. REGIS .. 
.................................................... 

CAP. XXXII. 
An Aa: for afcertaining, preferving, and improving 

the Navigation of the River Lee, from the Town 
of Heriford to the Town of Ware in the County 
of Hertford; and for preferving and improving the 
[aid River from the faid Town of Ware to the 
new Cut or River made by the Mayor, Common­
alty, and Citizens of London; and for enabling 
the Governor and Company of the New River 
the better to fupply the Cities of London and W 0/1-
mio/ler, and the Liberties and Suburbs thereof, 
with good and wholefome Water. 

W HEREAS there hath been and fiill is an ancient and accuf­
tomed Navigation on that Part of the River Lee which runs 
from the Borough and. Town of Hertford in the County of Hertford to Ware Bridge in the Town of Ware in the fame County; which Navigation hath formerly at different Times been carried on through different Branches of the faid River; but the fame for many 

Years pafi hath been and now is carried from the faid Borough and Town of Hertford through a 'Channel running to Ware-mills, unto and through a Cifiern or Lock near the faid Mills, and from thence to Ware­bridge in the faid Town of Ware, and from thence to the River of Thames: 
And whereas the Governo1;' and Company of the New River brought from 
Chadwell and Amwell to London have for many Years pafi had and re­
ceived into the faid New River a confiderable Quantity of Water which Ih iffued out of the faid River Lee at the Mouth or Opening of Manifold Ditch; /I[~ which lies between the faid Town of Hertford and the faid Town of Ware: 

A2 A~ 
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And whereas feveral Difputes hare' arifen between the Corporation of the 
faid Bo~ough and Town of Hel'tford·and the Inhabi~llts of the faid Town 
of Ware-and the-faid Gov.ernor and Oompany, touchIng the Watc;r iffuing 
out of the [aid River Lee into the faid New River, . and touohing the 
Courfe of the faid Navigation; and for ending thereof, and for preventing 
the like for the future, and for improving tht Navigation of the (aid River 
Lee, the Corporation of the faid Borough and Town of Hertford, and 
the Inhabitants of the faid Town of Ware, and alfo the faid Governor and 
Company, who"have purchafed Ware-mills aforefaid, have agreed that the 
Navigation between Hertford and Ware-bridge may be fixed and afcertained 
in the prefent Channel, and that the Quantity f Water which is to be 
taken from the River Lee into the faid New River may be afcertained in 
the Manner and upon the Terms and Confiderations herein-after men­
tioned, which will redound to a general Good; but cann t be ell:ablifued 
or rendered effectual without the Aid of an Act of Parliament: Where­
fore the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the [aid Borough and 
Town of Hertford, and the Inhabitants of the faid Town of Ware, and alfo 
t he faid Governor and Company, moll: humbly befeech Y o!lr Majell:y that 
it may be enacted; and be it enacted by the King's moll: Excellent Majefty, 
by and with the Advice and Confent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem­
poral, and Commons, in this prefent Parliament affembled, and ' by the 

Navigation of Authority of the fame, That fi'om and after th Twenty-fourth Day of 
the Ri~er Lee June One thoufand ~ v n hund)' d and thil'tY-lli e lh Navigation of 
afcertamed. the faid Riv r Lee {hall be anti. th amc i h r 'by flablifhed, and for 

ever hereafter {hall be fi cl and ontillu d in the fame Channel or Courfe 
wherein the faid River now run, and is ured for Navigation, from the 
faid Town of Hertford to Ware-mills as far as the Lock o:r Ciftern near 
the [aid Mills, and through the faid Lock or Ci!l:e'rn to Ware-bridge, and 
from thence in and along the ancient River Lee unto the beginning of the 
Cut or River made by the Mayor, Commonalty, and Citizens of London, 
in Burfuance of .the Aa paffe,d in the ·Thirt~nth Year of the R~lgn of 
Queen Elizabeth, intituled An Aa for the bringing-of the Rtver o/'Lee to 
the NortMSide .of the City of London, and ffom tl1e'nce 'in and alarlg the 
faid ne,w Cut or River unto t.he faid River of Thames, in the faqte M~ner 
as the Navigati(:m ha.th been ufually ~arried on ~nd per[ ormeq. , -

Occupiers of 1I. And be it further ena8:ed by the Alilthority aforefaid~ That a fuf­
'Yare-mills to ficient Supply of Water from the Mill-dam of the faid Ware-mills fuall 
g}V~ supty be given by the Owners or Occupiers of the faip Mills, for the Paffage 
~he p:Jfa~eo~f of all Barges, Boats, apd Craft through the [aid Lo~k or Ciftern, arid ,. 
Barges, &c. for carrying them from thence ~o Ware-bridge, and bafk again from W~re. 
through the bridge to and through the faid Lock or Ciftern; the Owners Or Occupiers 
Lock. of every Barge, Boat) or Craft pailing througn ~hc fame towards Ware, 

firll: paying to the, Owners qr Occupiers of the [aid Mill th Sunl of. Qne 
Sh~lling for each Barge, Boat, or Craft, Et r fuch Paffagt through the faid 
Lock or Cill:ern, anc' for fuch Supply of at r, and with \It payjng any 
thing on t~eir Return though ti1e raid L ck Cill:erI).. ' 

New River III. And be it further enaB:ed by th Authority a~ ref: id, That th~ 
~ompany to faid Governor and ,Company fuall from crin e to 1 in c, nO. jl~ a\l T.~m~§ 
inejfth~Lock hereaftet:, at th~ir. Qwn proper Cofts. and harge{), m, intain ancl keep i~ 

ep r. good and fuflicient Repair the faid Lock or Ciftern near the faid Wa1(e-mi!'I;;' 
for the Conveniency . of an Barges, Boats, and C~~ft that fh'!\l f~9.~ 

TIme 
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Time to Time have Occafion to pafs or repafs through the fame; fo as 
that, for want of any fuch Repairs (otherwife than at the Time or Times 
of the abfolute Neceffity of making good the fame), they may not at any 
Time or Times be hindered or fropped in their Paifage through the fame 
Lock or Cill:ern. 

5· 

. IV. And be it further enaCted by the Authority aforefaid, That the 'I'ruftees to 
Trull:ees herein-after named, or to be appointed in purfuance of this Aa, fe.~up a~urn­
or any Ten or more of them, {hall and may, out of the Monies herein- ihe eRi::rs 
after appointed to be laid out for improving the Navigation of the River Lee, 
Lee, between the Town of Hertford and Ware-bridge, fet up, ereCt, or 
build a Turnpike, Weir, Jetty, or fome other Device crofs the faid 
River Lee, between the faid Mills and Water-lane, near the Wall of thCi 
Priory Orchard in Ware aforefaid, in fuch convenient Place and Manner 
as by the faid Trufrees, or any ~ n or more of them, {hall be thought 
moll: beneficial for the Navigation f that Part of the faid River Lee, 
and be leafr detrimental to the faid Mills; and aIfo from Time to Time, and to 
and at all Times hereafter, fcour, I anfe, and deepen the fame River Lee, cleallfe and 
between the [aid Mills and Ware-bridge; and {hall have Power to pafs ~~pen the 
and repafs with Carts and Carriage in, through, and over the Grounds Iver. 

adjoining, for the Purpofes aforefaid, making fuch reafonable SatisfaCtion 
to all Owners or Occupiers of Lands and Grounds which may be 
damaged or injured thereby, as the Jufi:ices of the Peace for the faid 
County, at any General Quarter Seffions, [hall adjudge, in cafe the faid 
Trufrees and the other Parties concerned cannot agree; but the faid The Co~­
Governor and Company {hall have the DireCtion and Government of fuch rh:~tj~eW~: 
Turnpike, Weir, Jetty, or Device after ereCted, and {hall from Time to of the Turn­
Time maintain and keep the fame in good and fufflcient Repair, and pike when 
1 1'0 il ti ll 13all~cs, 13oalll, and raft LO pais through the fame, without eretted. 
any Toll or other Acknowledgment for fuch Paifage. 

V. And be it further enaCted by the Authority aforefaid, That it {hall and Draught of 
may be lawful to and for the faid Governor and Company of the New River '~aw from 
at all Times for ever hereafter to have, Teceive~ and take from and out of i:e i~::rthe 
the faid River Lee into the [aid New River, and to hold, ufe, and enjoy a New River 
Quantity or Body of Water confrantly to iffue from the faid River Lee, afcenained. 

at or near the Mouth or Opening of Manifold Ditch aforefaid, through ~zf:J /$${/ 
the Balance Engine there lately ereCted by the faid Governor and Com~ /J~u-&~ 
pany, and to pafs and run along and through the faid Manifold Ditch ,~ 
to the ancient Turnpike or Sluice of the faid Governor and Company, it ~~ 
now franding crofs the fame Ditch, near a fmall Piece of Land called .~ f~ 
Chalk !/land, and from the faid anci nt Turnpike or Sluice in and along ~'i 
a Cut or Trench made from thence into the faid New River, through r~ .~ 1 
the prefent Timber Gage or Trough, there lately placed by the faid } 1 " , '{ ii= 
Company; which Gage or Trough is of the clear Dimenfions within thee/an .. 17'7.. 2 J '~(!JI. 
fame, of Six Feet in Width or Breadth, Two Feet in Depth, and I ft<-> ..J ~ _ Z.l ~ 
Fourteen Feet in Length, and is to be continued of the fame and nef / Crtv 7 ~ 
g~eater Dimenfions for ever hereafte: in Brick, Wood, or Stone, as tht'?~£&7;t:,~ r.hVh-c 

fald Governor and Company fhalhhmk moll: proper and ufeful, betweeFf 7/a ..L .;/ t tP! 3. 6J " /..., 

the Brick Arch ll:anding n:ar the fa~d Turnpike and the [aid New Rivcr,ilT:'~' 
and not be placed perpendlcularly higher or lower than the prefent Gage :::~~~r~}ll.JJ 
now is, to the Intent that the faid Governor and Company {hall for ever ~~:;' 
hereafter be fuppHed with a confrant Quantity or Body of Water of the" ~ . q~.u: •. ~}l'lo 

B . Dimenfions~ "'~L /'11, 

¥/~t7hL jCk}//, ;d 
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Dimenfions aforefaid, and no more, to run and pars from the faid River 
~ r Lee into the faid New River in a natural Courfe and without anv Pen at 

• ~ the faid Gage or Trough; an t at it a not be lawful to or' for the 
~ __ ...,v;""n ... faid Governor and Company, at any Tim or Times hereafter to take 

Means to pre­
vent too great 
a Quantity 
being drawn 
off. 

any more or other or greater Quantity of W at r than as aforefaid out 
of and from t e a1 River Lee or Manifold Ditch aforefaid, between the 
Towns of Hertford and Ware, by or through any other Palfage, Ditch, or 
Cut, or in any other Manner than as in this Aa i mentioned. ' 

VI. And to prevent any greater Quantity _of Water than as aforefaid 
at any Time or Times pafTing from the laid I iver Lee, throu h the faid 
Gage or Trough, into the faid New River; bc it fUl'lll cr naaed by the 
Authority aforefaid, That the faid Governor and mpany {hall, at their 
own Cofrs and Charges, for ever hereafter maintain Ih Turnpike or 
Tumbling-bay now fixed and franding crofs Manifolcl Di/cb, jufl: below 
the Mouth of the [aid new Cut leading from thence to the New River, 
and all other Tumbling-bays or Turnpikes by the faid Governor and 
Company hereafter to be ereaed, of the fame Height and Breadth, and no 
higher or narrower than the prefent Turnpike now is (which is Fourteen 
Feet wide), and fo low as to keep or reduce the Head of Water flowing 
down the faid Ditch, to be upon a Level with and not higher than the 
Top or uppermo1t Part of the laId Ga e or Trough in the laid Cut and 
tbe Two ad acent capp cl Stone, p lac a - S-tanc at" ~ l e one near the faid 
Brick Arch, an the tE r n at" 'hadwell ,prim;, n w ar ; fo that all 
fuperfluou Wat r. mol' than cau with a natural ,unent pafs through 
the [aid age l' T1' u 11 111ay run ov r l l' Cll um6!Ing-bay or Bays, 
and fall again through the prcf nt Channel, below the faid ancient Turn­

.pike into the faid River Lee. 

The Corn-, VII. And be it further enaCl:ed by the Authority aforefaid, That the 
p~ny tho mam- faid Governor and Company {hall and may from Time to Time, and at 
tam t e . f N d 0 fi fh 11 . " d k Watercourfe / all T Imes herea ter; as ee or cca IOn a reqUIre, mamtam an eep 

, open the Mouth of the faid Manifold Ditch, on the Side of the faid River 
Lee, and remove all Soil lying before or about the fame, and cleanfe, 
fcour, and maintain the Watercourfe through the faid Ditch, for con­
veying the faid Water to the faid New River; they making Satisfaaion 
to the Owners or Occupiers of the Lands adjoining thereunto, for all 
Damages which {hall be done thereby, in manner as herein-after is men- f/ /, ' 

and the Ba- tioned; and {hall and may for ever hereafter maintain and fupport the V 
l.ance Engine; faid Balance Engine or Device ereaed near the faid Mouth or Opening 

and may erect 
a Covering 
over it, and 
a Houfe ad­
joining to it. 

6f the faid Ditch next the faid River Lec, that a neceff'ary and fufEcient 
Quantity of Water (neither more nor Id, a near a may be) may from 
Time to Time run through the faid Manifold Ditcb to fupply and fill 
the faid Gage or Trough; and fhall for ever hereafter continue the fa id 
Balance Engine or Dev ice in the Manner and at or n ar the Place where 
it now is. 

VIII. And be it further enaaed by the AUlhority aforefaid, That it 
fhall and may be lawf~l to and for the [aid Governor, and omp~ny to 
ere a build and contmue, or caufe to be red, bUIlt, and contmued, 
over' or llp~n the Balance Engine ~r evic,c for ~he 'lime bei~g, ftand­
ing at or near the Mouth of the fa~d Manifold D,tciJ, <,Iny BUl~dmg or 
Covering requifite for the Prefervauon of the fame, 01' otherWlfe; and 

4 ~ 
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alfo to ereCt, build, and continue, r caufe to be ereCled, built, and 
continued near or adjoining to fuch Balance Engine or Device, a 
Dwelling-houfe or Habitation for one or more Servant or Servants. Officer 
or Officers of the faid Governor and Company. who {hall from Time to 
Time be employed to take care of fuch Balance Engine or Device. and 
Buildings thereunto belonging; the [aid Governor and Company makin~' 
SatisfaCtion to the Owners or Occupi l' of the Soil in fuch Place or Place~ 
whereon fuch Dweiling-houfe or Buildings {hall be erected an.d built, in 
manner as is herein-after alfo menti ned. 

7 

IX. And be it further enaCled by the Authority aforefaid, That it :!hall The Com­
and may be lawful to and for the faid Governor and Company to have, fanl ~ e~joy 
hold, and enjoy for ever fuch Balan e Engine or Device, and alfo the ;~ildin't~e~. 
faid Dwelling-houfe and Buildings, and the faid Gage or Trough, Turn- for ever,' 
pikes, Sluices, and Tumbling-bays already ereCled, or any other Gage or 
Trough, Turnpikes, Sluices, o' Tumbling-bays by virtue of this ACt 
to be ereCted and built, and from '1 im l Time to repair and amend 
the fame; and they or any of them {hall at all convenient Times have and to have 
free Entry and Paff"ag with th ir M n H rft ,Cart, r other Carriages, free Paffage 
by, over, or through any Ground r Land, in Places and at Times\~~ and from 
meet or convenient, to and from [uch Balance Engine or Device, Dwelling- ence" 
houfe or Habitation, and Buildings, Gage or Trough, Turnpikes, Sluices, J 

or Tumbling-bays, or to do or perform any Thing neceifary or requifite 
for the making, building, ereCting, repairing, maintaining, preferving, 
or amending the fame or any Part thereof, they the faid Governor and 
Company making SatisfaClion for all fuch Damages as :!hall be done ' 
thereby; the fame and all other SatisfaCtion and Recompence to be made making Satis­
by the faid mpany ~ r any hing to be done by the Authority of this fa8.ion for 
j\ , t h ' '11'(, ' rlilin, cl by Ih ' 'l'l'Iln" tHlll)in:If(,l und npp illt cl rt b nmages. 
nominated and appointed by or in purfuance of this ACl, or any Ten or 
more of them, in cafe the Parties cannot agree. 

X. Provided always, and be it further enaCled by the Authority afore- Trultees may 
faid, That it {hall and may be lawful to and for the faid Truftees or any infpect the 
Ten or more them, with any Servants or Surveyors with them, from Bala~ce {, 
Time to Time and at all Times hereafter, at all feafonable Times in the ~~f;:'::p:e 
Day-time, to fee and infpeCl the aforefaid Balance Engine orDevice, Gage in Repair. 
or Trough, Turnpike or Tumbling-bay, and the feveral Conditions and 
Repairs thereof, to the end that no more Water 1hall or may be taken 
out of the faid River Lee or Manifold Ditch, through the aforefaid Gage 
or Trunk, than ought to pafs or run through the fame by virtue of this 
Aa, or than {hall be fufficient conftantly to fupply and fill the faid Gage 
or Trough; and if, upon any fuch InfpeClion, any DefeCts or Wants of 
Repair fhall at any Time or Times appear, whereby a greater Quantity 
of Water than as aforefaid :!hall or may pafs through the faid Balance 
Engine or Device, or the faid Gage or Trough, then the faid Governor 
and Company, within Six Months after Notice {hall be given in Writing 
to them, or to any of their Servants employed to look after the fame, of 
fuch DefeCts or Wants of Repairs, :!hall from Time to Time well and 
fufficiently make good fuch DefeCls, and repair the fame, purfuant to the 
Intent and Meaning of this ACt; and in Default thereof the faid Truftees 
or any Ten of them :!hall and may do or caufe the fame to be done" and 
be paid by the faid Company the reafonable Charges thereof; but the 

principal. 
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Property of 
Manifold 
Ditch vefted 
in the Com-
pany; 

12° GEORGII II'. Cap. 32. 
principal Works are to rel~ain, and be fixed and framed in the fame 
Form and Manner as the fame now are or ought to be purfuant to this 
Aa. 

XI. And be it further enaCted by the Authority aforefaid, That the 
,faid Courfe of Water or Ditch called Manifold Dilc/;, and the Water 
running through the fame to the faid New River, !hall for ever hereafter 
be 'deemed and taken to be a Part of the faid New j\ivcr; and the Pro­
perty thereof ihall be and is hereby ve(l:ed and rcttled in the faid Governor 

faving to ~l~ , and Company for ever, except and always referving to the [aid Mayor, 
I)~rfon~ theIr Aldermen, and Common.alty of the faid Borough and Town of Hertford, 
re'pecUve , d It L d f d I l' (l: ' !tights. {. an to a or s 0 Manors an oner, t 1 II' ft'veral a \l omed RIghts 

. \' to fifh therein, and to aH Owners and ccupi I" f Land adjoining to 
I' • or lying near the faid Ditch, and to all P r[ons having I ight of Common 

in the C0mmon Meadows lying near or adjoining thereunto, their re­
\\ peCtive Rights of palling as u[ual through or over the fame Ditch at the 
\ ufual Ford, and to water their Horfes and Cattle therein as urual, doing 
·no Damage to the faid Governor and Company's Works. 

No new Mill. 
&c. to be 
erected. 

Prohibition 
to do any 
Dl.1page to 

'the New 
River, or the 
Works there-

. on. 

XII. And be -it further enaCted by the Authority aforefaid, That no 
new Mill, -Lock, or Weir ihall hereafter be ereCted on the faid River 
Lee, or any Branch thereof, between the Mouth of Manifold Ditch and 

. Ware-mills, or n the faid Manif() /d Ditcb. 

XIII. And b ~ I'ch r na cl by h Aut h tity ,for raid, That no 
Perfon or Per[ons (hall at allY Time or Til11 s aft r put int the faid 
Watel'cour~ r itch call d Mrzizifold Ditch, r the faid Cut between 
the fame, and the faid N ew River,. or into the faid New River, or any 
of the Watercour[es, 'Canals, Ponds, Refervatories, or Pipes already 
made or laid, or hereafter t b made r laid, for the Conveyance or 
Paifage of the Water from the fame to any Part or Parts of the raid City 
of London or Suburbs thereof, or to nny Part or Parts of the faid City 
of We.flminfler or Liberties thereof, any Filth, Rubbiih, Soil, dead Dogs, 
dead Cats, ·dead Carcafes, Carrion, or other unwholefome Thing; or 
waih or cleanfe therein any Wool, Hemp, F la ' , or ther noifome Thing; 
-nor hinder, let, frop, draw off, turn or divert the faid Water, or the 
'Current or Pafl'age thereof, by any Devic ) 1l rc, Contrivance, or Means 
'what[oever, without the Licence or Confent of the faid Governor and 
_ Company .; nor do any Damage, Nujranc , or Annoyance to the faid 
Lock or Cifrern, Weir or Jetty, Gage or T rou h, Turnpikes or Tumbling­

:bays, or other Buildings or Erections aD rcfa id , or to the faid Water-
courfe or Ditch, or to the faid Cut betw n t b fat le and ll1 New River, 
-or to the faid New River, or any th > W 'lt re urfl> , Canals, Ponds, 
:Refervatories, Pipes, Banks, or Bridges f r bel II iug l the fame. 

Water tG' be XIV. And be it further enaCted by th Au horiLY aD r faid , T hat the 
fupplied .from .Proprietors and Occupiers of the faid Mills all cl Waro-mills {hall for 
~aTml11s 'ever hereafter permit and fuffer the ufual uantity r War r l be let 
th: Te::~n;f out from the Head of Water at Ware-milts, fr n 11 aid ~iver Lee, at 
Ware. proper and convenient Times and Seafon , as h retofol", t run through 

the faid Town of 1f7are, for the cleanfing and prefervin the Streets and 
Highways leading through the faid Town; the ul"ual and f rmer Exemp­
tions of Parifil and other Duties, Rates and Offic s, and the former 

Payments 

" 

r 
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Paymellts and Allowances for the fame, being from Time to Time con­
tinued' and made to and for the Proprietors and Occupiers of the faid 
Mills, and the Premifes by them h Id and enjoyed. 
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XV. And for the better efrabliihing the Remedies which as well the New River 
faid Governor and Company may have againft any Perfon or Perfons, or Compa~Ytem­
which any Perfon or Perfons may have againft them; be it declared and ~~:f:~~teJo 
enaCted by the Authority afol'!=faid, That the faid Governor, and Company &c. 
fhall, by the Name of the Govern r and Company of the New River 
brought from Chadwell and Amweli t L ondon (which Name is originally 
given them by their Charter) fue m d implead, be fued and impleaded, 
anfwer and be anfwered in all Court · of Record and elfewhere; and fhall 
and may recover full Satisfaaion f ]. any am age accruing by any Matter 
or Thing which {hall be done contrary to this Aa , in or by an Aaion of 
Trefpafs or on the Cafe; and in aCc they recover in f~ch Aaion {hall 
be paid their full Co(l:s f li t, al cl 1 av the like Remedies for the fame 
as in other Cafes of Coits. 

XVI. And be it furth r na ' d y th Auth l'ity aforefaid, That the Tru~ec~ d 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Recorder of the ity of L ondon for the Time nommate . 
being, the Knights of the Shire for the County of MiddleJex for the Time 
being, the Members of Parliament for the City of Weflminfler for the Time 
being, WaIter Plumer, Richard Plumer, Efquires; Sir Robert Grofvenor, Sir 
Nathaniel Curzcm, Sir William Heathcote, Baronets; John Smart Efquire, 
Rivers Dickinfon Gentleman, Sir Jeremy Vanacker Sambrooke Baronet, 
Jifeph Gafcoigne Nightingale, Harry Gough, Ralph Harwood, Daniel 
Brattle, Hugh Smithfon, John Francis TyJ!en, Samuel Tyf!en, Samuel 
Trench, Efquires; Zacheus Haydotz Gentleman, William Pultmey, John 
Hamble/on, Geo1ge Bour1lo, E fquil'cs; thc R. ig ht H n urable Henry Lor 
Coleraine in the Kingdom of Ireland, the Knights of the Shire for th 
County of Effex for the Time being, the Members of Parliament for t, " L'u"" 
the Borough of Colchefler for the Time being, Sir Edward Smyth, Sir PM' ~'."J 
Ca/ar Child, Baronets; c,~ Wake 1one~, John Abd1J !J.dward Conyers " ow;t+.-; 
Andrew Searle junior, Richard Lockwooa, Peyton Altham, Richard Staines, W fMM'eW-/,WJ 
rhomas Archer, John Comyns, Peter Floyer, William Harvey feruor, William t.J 
Glafcock, Robert Snell, John Badger Weller, Richard Morgan, Efquires; 't r ul? 0 

Richard Collard, William Pigbourne, John Kempe, John Rochefler, Gentle- ~ l' \l'IA- • \ ~ 
men; the Knights of the Shire for the County of Hertford for the Time .... ' ,I' :: 
being, the Members of Parliament for the Borough of Hertford for the ~ '~IT'-": \ ,5 . 
Time being, Sir Thomas Clarke Knight, Nathaniel BraJfey, John Byde, " ~l 
Thomas Plumer Byde, Wit/iam Cowper, Charles Ctejar, Peter Calvert, Felix 
Calvert of Pelham, Efquires; Sir Thomas Clarges Baronet, Henry Du1!fter, 
William Field, George " Hart"ifon, T homas Hall, the Honourable Charles 
Leigh, Char/el Monfon, William Plumer, Richard Reynolds, William Shaw, 
William Stanley, Richard Warren, Thomas Winning/on, Efquires; the Mayor 
of HertJordfor the Time being, 'Thomas Martin, Robert P lomer, Efquires; 
and George Hathaway Gentleman, {hall be and are hereby nominated 
Trufrees for " the putting in Execution the Powers and Trufrs in them re-
pofed, by virtue or in purfuance of this Aa, for the Purpofes herein 
expreifed ; and that ~he [aid Trufrees or any Ten or more of them thall T rden 
firfr meet and aifemble together at the Houfe known by ~he Sign of The when and 

Old Crown at Ware, on Monday the Sixth Day of Augufl One thoufand ~~:;e to 
feven hundred and thirty-nine; and alfo yearly and every Year thereafter . 

C . 00 
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' on the firfl: Monday in Auglffl at the Place aforefaid, or at any other Place 

• within the eity of London, or Counties of Hertford, E..Ifex, or Middlefex, as 

they the faid Trullees ' or any Ten of them thall think proper or conve­

nient; and at fuch their Meetings {hall and may from Time to Time 

adjourn therrifel'ves, and meet at any PIa e or Places within the City or 

Counties aforefaid , as they or any Ten or more f them ' fhall think moil: 

' proper or convenient for putting in Exec ution the Powers and Trulls in 

tf there be them repofed by virtue or in purfuance of thi Aa; anq, if there {hall not 

not ~en ~t be Ten Truftees prefent at any fuch Meeting or Meetings fo to be appointed, 

:~r fa;:t~~g, then and in anyTuch Cafe fuch Meeting {hall be continue.d and {land and 

be adjourned be adjourned over to that Day Four Week, and t the fame Place as fuch 

till that Day Meeting was lail: appointed to be held; and the I l'k or proper Officer 

-4 Weeks. . of the faid Trullees, which they or any Ten or mol' f them are hereby 

Sums to be 
paid by the 
New River 
Company to 
fuch Perfolls 

. as the Truf-
-tees thall 
-appoint. 

The fame on 
Nonpayment 
recoTerable 
by Difirefs. 

empowered to appoint and remove as they think fit, {hall give at leail: 

, Fourteen Days Notice in the LondON Gazette, or fuch other Notice as the 

-faid Trullees or any Ten or more of them [hall from Time to Time order 

or direCt, of the Day and Place on which fuch adjourned Meeting {hall be 

held; and that the faid Trullees at their Firil: Meeting, and at all fubfequent 

'Meetings, {hall defray their own Charges and Expences. 

XVII. Ana be i't further enaCted by the Authority aforefaid, That the 

[aid Govei'nor and ompany of the New River {hall payor caufe to be 

paid unto 'fuch P I'fOll and P r~ n, a th fai l T rufl: e l' any Ten or 

more of them at their Ftrfl: n ral M cting, or at any oth r of their 

'General Meetings, {hall f rom Time t Time by Writing under their 

Hands appoint, th [everal Sums f Money in the Manner and at the Times 

herein-after'mentioned; that is to fay, the feveral Sums of Two thoufand 

-five hundred Pounds, and Seven hundred and fifty Pounds of lawful Money 

of Great Britain, on the Nine-and-twentieth D ay of September One' thoufand 

feven hundred and thirty-nine; and yearly and every Year for ever, from 

the faid Niqe-and-twentieth Day of September One thoufand feven hun­

dred and thirty-nine, t11e feveral yearly Sums of -Three hundred Pounds, 

and Fifty Pounds of like lawful Money, by Two' equal half-yearly Pay­

ments, that is to fay, on the Five-and-twentieth Day of March, and the 

Nine-and-twentieth Day of S~ptembe1' ; the firfl: Payment thereof to begin 

and be made on the Five-and-twentieth Day of March One thoufand feven 

hundred and forty; fuch Payments to be made ' at the Office, Place, or 

Roufe where the faid Company do or ihall ufually meet for the Difpatch 

of their Bufinefs within the Cities of London or We.flmirYler, or the Suburbs 

or Liberties thereof, upon Demand to be made by the Perfon or Perfons 

fo to be appointed to receive ' the fame as afor faid, f or from the Trea­

furer, Clerk, or Agent of the faid Company for the 'Lime being; and in 

default of fuch Payment by the Space of On -and- twenty Day after fuch 

Demand; and after a Dupli'cate of fuch Appointment {hall be left with the 

faid Treafurer, Clerk, or Agent.of the faid mpany, the fame fhall ~ and 

may be recovered againfl: the faid Governor and ompany, with full Cofl:s 

of Suit, by ACtion to be brought againfl: th faid 0'1 '11. rand C mpany 

in the Names of Five or more of the faid Trufl:ee , in any n is Majeil:y's 

Courts of Record at Wefimi1!fkr f -to be laid in any Plac within the City 

of -London or County of Middlefex; wherein the Plaintiffs may declare, 

that the faid Governor and Company being indebted to the faid Plaintiffs 

in the Sum or Sums then in,Arrear (fpecifying the fame, and the· Time 

when it became payabb·by virtue of this ACt, mentioning the Title thereof,) 
have 
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have not paid , the fame, although demanded according to the f~id Aa ; 
and in which Action or Actions no E(foign, Protection, or \iVager of Law, 

or more than One Imparlance, {hall be allowed. 

XVIII. And be it further enaaed by the Authority aforef~id, That the Application 

Sum of One thoufand Pounds, Part of the faid Two thoufand five hun. thereof. 

dred Pounds, {hall be paid .to Geor e Hathaway, iohn Docwra, Anthony 

Fage, Humphry Ives, Thomas FIetcher, Ambrofe Proctor, and Wayte Hampfon, 

the Survivors or Survivor of them, Inhabitants of the faid Parifh of Ware; 

out of which they !hall in the firft pIa' pay and difcharge all fuch Sum 

and Sums of Money as have been borrowed and aaually laid out in carry-

oing on and . executing a late Commiffion of Sewers for preferving the 

Navigation of the River Lee from Ware to the River of Thames, or for 

fcouring, cleanfing, or deepening th fame, which frill remains due and 

unpaid, and alfo all fuch further Sum and Sums of Money, Cofrs, Charges, 

'and Expences, as the [aid Inhabitant of Ware, or any of them, hilve. at 

any Time been at, or have expend cl t' laid out, in, about, or anyways 

.relating to the obtaining this pr fent Aa; and {hall and may app.1y the 

:Refidue of the faid Sum f ne th ufand Pounds in fuch Manner as the 

faid George Hathaway, John Docwra, Anthony Fage, Humphry Ives, Thomas 

Fletcher, Ambrofe Pro{for, and Wayte Hampfon, or the major Part of them, 

'or of the Survivors of them, {hall think mofr beneficial towards carrying on 

·the Navigation from the faid Town of Ware; and that the Refidue of the 

.faid Sum of Two thoufand five hundred unds and alfo the faid Three 

hundred Poun s a ear {ha ram Time to Time be aid and a lied . for 

t etter Prefervation and Improvement 0 teal aVlgation 0 the faid 

Ri 'r Lee from Tf/arc-brici: e to the be innin of the faid new Cl!t and for 

p\ll' h:.fiug, luildlllg. I' hiring. , r Irs up n teal lver, in fuch 

M.III/I~' " ,LJ tit ' Ltid 'l'lllll • 1)1' allY /1 11 ( I \lWI' (r Ih tn fh. ll direCl:; 

and al~ £; r defraying all fuch Charges and E xpences as {hall be necelfary 

~ r e. ecutin the Power in this Aa contained; and the faid Monies lhall 

be ilflletl an paid by the I r£ n and Per£ n fo to be appointed to receive 

the fame, according to fuch Orders as the Truftcc or any Ten 01' more 

of them at any of their General Meetings {hall make for that Purpofe ; 

and that out of the faid Sum of Seven hundred and fifty Pounds {hall in 

the firfr place be paid aIr fuch Sum and Sums of Money, CoIts, C,harges, 

and Expences. as the faid Mayor, Aldermen, and Inhabitants of the faid 

Town of Hertford, or any of them, have at any Time been at, or have -

expended or laid out in the fcouring and cleanfing the River Lee between 

the faid Town of Hertford and Ware-bridge, or in erecting or repairing 

the Turnpikes thereon, not exceeding in the whole the Sum of Three 

hundred and two Pounds Twelve Shillings; and alfo all fuch further Sum 

and Sums as they or any of them have laid out, expended, or been at, in, 

'about, or anyways relating to the obtaining this prefent Aa, as the faid 

Truftees or any Ten or more of them {hall at any General Meeting think 

fit and direa to be paid; and . that the Refidue of the faid Sum of Seven 

hundred and fifty Pounds, and t.he faid Sum of Fifty Pounds a Year, {hall 

from Time to Time be paid and aEplied for the Prefervation and Improve­

ment of the N vi ation of the faid River Lee, between the [aid Town of 

. eriford and Wat'e-bridge; an a 0 or e aying all fuch Ch~rges and . . 

Expences as {hall be necelfary for executing the Powers in this Aa con· ' 

tained, in fuch Manner as the faid Trufrees or any Ten or more of them 

lhall dire a or appoint; which faid Trufrees are . hereby authorized and 
empowered 

., " . 
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empowered' to do and execute all fuch Acts, Powers, and Trufis for. the 
Prefervation and/lm rovement of the Navi 'ation of the Ri from 
War~-bri ge to t e Begmnmg 0 the at new ut, to all Intents and Pur .. 
pofes, in as full, large, and ample Manner as they the faid Trufiees are 
herein-before empbwered to do and execute for the Prefervation and 
rm rovement of the ' NaVIgation of the laId K IV r Lee between the law 
Town 0 a,-e- 1'1 ge a ol'ef~\id.:-

V acancies of XIX. And be it further enaCted by the Authority aforefaid, That for 
Tr~lle~li ~ow the con~inuing of a fufficient Number of fit and able Per[ons to be Trufie.es 
tQ e e fOlI ever for the Purpofes in this Aa expreffed, it {hall and may be lawful 
up. to and for the faid Trufrees herein-before nam cl and the Truftees to be 

hereafter named, or any Ten or more of them, up n the Death of any 
of the faid Trufiees, or their Removal or Refufal t a' in the faid Trufi, 
at any public Meeting or Meetings, whereof Twenty- ne Days Notice 
fuall at leafi be given in the London Gazette, or fuch other Notice as the 
faid· Truftees or any Ten or more fuall from T ime to Time order and 
d~rea by any Writing or Writings under their Hands, from Time to 
Time l and at <1:11 Times l1ereaftel' t(') ele6t, nominate, and appoint in the 
room of fuch Trufiee or Truftees fo deceafed, removed, or refufing to aCt, 
f6 many more fit and able Perfon or Perrons who at the Time of fuch 
Eleetion, Nomination, or Appointment, Ihall have Lands, Tenements, or 
other Hereditaments in Fee Simpl , F e 'ail) r f, r T rm of Life, of the 
deir yearly Value of On hundr d und l' upward, .md who !hall 
live and refide in th fL me C llnty wh l' I'll h Trurtcc or Trufiees fo 
dying, rem vcd, r . fufing t aa, liel, aL Ih Tim f hi and their being 
eleCted, nominated, or appoin.ted, live and re fide, to be j ined with them 
in the Execution of all and everv the Powers and Trufis in the faid 
Trufiees repofed by virtue and in purfuance of this Aa; and all and every 
Perfon and Perfons from Time to Time fo as aforefaid to be eleaed, 
nominated, or chofen to join in the putting in Execution this Act, fhall 
and may and they are hereby empowered to aa and do to all Intents and 
Purpofes in as full, large, and ample Manner as they the fa id Trufiees 
herein-before appointed are by this Aa em powered to aa and do. 

Truftees em- XX. And be it further enaeted by the Authority afore[aid, That it !hall 
powered to and may be lawful to and for the faid Tl'ufiees appointed or to be ap­
fu~ out Com- pointed for putting this prefent Aa in Execution, or any Ten or more of 
~dIio~ of them, at any of their General Meetings, to apply for and fue out any Cam. 

ewer.. million or Commillions of Sewers for the better fcoucing, cleanfing, and 
preferving ' the faid River Lee from the faiel Town of Hertford to Ware­
bridge, and from thence to the [aid new Cut or River made by the faid 
Mayor, Commonalty, and Citizens of L ondon, and to apply any Sum or 
Sums of Money which {hall from Time to Time be in the Hands or Power 
of the faid Trufiees appointed 0r to be appointed by this Aa, for the 
defraying the Expences of taking out and executing fuch Commiffion or 
Commiffions Of Sewers, in fuch Manner as {hall be th ught neceffary. 

Penalty on XXI. And be it further enaaed by the Authority aforefaid, That if any 
Veffels carry- Owner or Owners or Steerfman of any Boat, Barge, or Veffe! navigating 
}ng N~5, &c. in and upon the faid River, !hall permit or fuffer any Fi!hing-net, Gun~ 
i~~ 'i.1ilioy

- Engine, or other Infirument for taking and defiroying of Fi!h or Game, to 
. be 'carried in fuch Boat, Barge,or Veifel, being thereof conv.ieted by the 

4 . Oath 
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Oath of One or more credible Witnefs or Witneff"es, before Two or more 
of the faid Trufiees (which Oath, they are hereby authorized to adminifter), 
fhall forfeit for every fuch Offence .the Sum of Five Pounds, to be levied by 
Warrant of the faid Truftees, or any Two or more of them, by Diftrefs 
and Sale:of the faidfOffender's Goods, rend ring the Overplus (the Charge 
offuch Warrant, Diftrefs, and Sale being thereout fiift deducted) to fuch ' 
Offender; orie Moiety of the faid F orfeitur to be, paid to the Informer, 
and the other Moiety to the Poor of the Pariili where fuch Offender ihall 
be conviCted. 

XXII. Saving and referving at all Times hereafter unto the Mayor, Com­
monalty, and Citizens of London, all their Rights and Privileges which by 
any Law, 'Ufage, or Cuftom, they have at any Time heretofore held, had, 
or enjoyed, or now hold, have, or enjoy, in or upon the fa id River Lee or 
lly Part thereof; and alfo faving and referving, at all Times hereafter, 

uuto all Perfons whatfoever, their feveral juft Rights and Privileges 
which by Law they have at any Time heretofore had, held, or enjoyed, or 
11 W h Id, have, or enjoy, in or upon the faid River Lee or any Part thereof, 
(1' in, upon, or relating to the faid New River or any Part thereof; or 
. Ily Lands Grounds, or Hereditaments through which the Stream of the 
laid New River or any Part thereof runs, or in, upon, or through which 
Iny W a r ur[es, Canals, Ponds, Refervatories, Mains, or Pipes, are' or ! 
h. v' b ' 'Il ma 1 or laid; faving alfo and referving unto all Perfons what­
Int'vI I' () 11 ' I'. f any Lands and other Hereditaments through which the 
1,lid Ni"w l'i'/1 'I' nil H all th ir Rights and Privileges which by an Act of 
JI u li,ulI 'Ill pall'd in th' T hird Y ar of the Reign of His Majefty King 
/ II/I( I tl ll l'iJ 11 illlil 1111 d All All for the brinf!;i'l'j~ in a jreJh Stream of r un­
"III~ 11'1111'1 111111 ," NtJl I/J I' III 11/1 hi' <.'ill of L 11 I n [I r ' f;w d and referved, 
.1111 dill 11 ' illl' 11111 Ifl I ill l' II1 III 1 'VI ' I,d 11 '1')1 ,lilY La lis I' th r 
111"'1111,11111 111 dll \) \l ~dl which .IIlY ! Ill ' hid Company's Mains or Pipes 
lJ ' I 111,111 h !.lid Iltr h YI';\ I' l y Rl''' ' I SatiHfa ~i 11 ) L' R c mpence, as the 
I.,id ( ,IIlIII'.Il IY I III Ihall hy At I" '111 'Ill I . liabl ,t 1"Y and di~ harge; any 
Thill; 1I Ihi pI' 1 1\1 ~ I 'olltaincu t thc c mrary thereof in any wife 
" I wllhl au lill . 
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Ill. , nd be it further enacred by the Authority aforefaid, That Public Aa. 
Ihi I «I {hall be deemed and taken to be a Public Act, and Notice 
Ihall b I, k n thereof as fuch in all Courts of Juftice and elfewhere, 

ilh u fp ially pleading of the fame; and if any Aaion, Suit, or Informa- Limitation of 
li( 11 llmll b brought or commenced by or againft any Perfon or Perfons, Aaions. 
III by r againft the faid Governor and Company of the New River, for 
,l ilY '1'1 in done pUl{uant to this Act, every fuch Action, Suit, or Infor-
lIIali 11 Jhall be brought and commenced within Twelve Calendar Months 
11 ' . t 11ft r the FaCts committed, and not afterwards, and ihaU be laid or 
\)1' light in the County or City where the Matter in Difpute ihall arife, and 
11111 df wh re ; and the Defendant or Defendants in fuch Action or Suit 
III III and may plead the General Iff"ue, and give this Act and the Special GeneralIlfue. 
M,IIf l' in Evidence at any Trial to be had thereupon, and that the fame 

I done.! in purfuance and by the Authority of this Act; and if the fante 
III dl '\1'1' 'ar to have been fo done, or if any fuch Action, Suit, or Informa­
lit 11 IIt.Lll be brought or commenced after the Time before limited for 
b il1gh t l' mmencing the fame, or ihall be laid or brought in any other 
County, ity, or Place, than where the Matter in Difpute ihall lie, then 

D ~ 
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the Jury !hall find for the Defendant or Defendants; or if the Plaintiff or 
Plaintiffs !hall become nonfuited, or [uffer a Difcontinuance of his, her, u1" " their Aa:ion or ACl::ions, or if a VerdiCl: fhall pafs or Judgment upon Demurrer be given againft the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, the Defendant or 
Defendants fhall have Full Coils, and fuch Remedy for the fame as :ny Defendant or Defendants hath or have, o~ mayor can have, for Coils in 
any other Cafes by Law. 
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