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ANNO DECIMO TERTIO 

ELIZABETHlE REGINlE. 

******************************.******************** 

CAP. XVIII., 
11 Act COl' th br,in ing of the River of Lee to 

th North Side of the City of London. 

F RASMUCH as it is perceived by many grave and wise M,en, 
as well of the City of London as of the Country, that it were 
very commodious and profitable, both for the City and the 

untry, that the River of Lee, otherwise called Ware River, might 
b brou ht within the Land to the North Part of the said City of 
l~ondon, the same to be cut out of the said River in the most 
I ) L t and meetest Place of the said River of Lee, to have from 
111 (111 th leading and Passage of the said Water through such a 
( OIlVi "j III nod meet Cut as may serve for the Navigation of Barges 
II lId I 1 Iu J V ss Is, for the Carriage and conveying as well of all 
~II I' '1III lI(\i ?, RI om, and VIctuals as other Necessaries, from the 
' /'''WII II' /1 f/? '( nnd all oth r Places near the said River unto the 

tid ( 'iI Y II' J london, amI fro m the said City to the said Places and the 
" 1\ 11 of' /1 (1 / ( I, I lid niHo (1l.' th iltboats and Wherries for conveying 
ur till 11( ' Il ' H1I1~j tl:! t tU) 1 fro, to their great Ease and Com­
Jt1 ility : In n id I'ati 11 r he PI' mi!'l s, and of divers sundry 
, 1 H (11 11 , pr (l tu i ', a llll b '11 fi iaJ a uses which are like to insue 

t th Bodr of this tnt Ilw 'ulth, and so incidentally to many 
particular I erson, be it lIa t U by the Queen's most Excellent 
Majesty, with the Assent of th rds piritual and Temporal, and 
the Commons, in this present al'liam nt assembled, and by the 
Authority of the same, That it shall be lawful to the Lord Mayor, Lord Mayor, 
Commonalty, and Citizens of the City of London, and their Succes- &c,ofLondon 
sors, at any Time or Times hereafter to begin and continue the t{) maCke a 
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130 ELIZABETH£, Cap. IS. 
laying out of such convenient Limits of Ground for the making of 
the Trench for the said River, at such Breadth as to them and their 
Deputies and Workmen shall be seen convenient and meet for the 
same, and in that Place that they shall find to be most apt and meet 
for that Purpose to have, take, and use for the Purpose abovesaid 

,such and so much Ground during and by all the Length as the said 
new Channel, Cut, or River shall pass as shall be requisite for the 
conveying of the said Water, and also Fifty or Threescore Foot in 
Breadth on each Side of the said River by all the Length of the 
same, so alway that they do not in any One Place take in Breadth 
both in Channel and in Ground on both the Sides of the Water 
above the Breadth of Eight Score Foot in all, which convenient 
Breadth of Ground on both Sides is thought needful to be had, for 
that Ground and Soil of Necessity must be occupied on both Sides 
of the said River, as we]) for the laying of the Earth that shall be 
cast out of the said Trench, to serve in the lower Grounds, and 
especially near the said Riv.er to make substantial BaRks for the 
Preservation and keeping of the Country from Inundations when 
the Floods shall arise, as also for W'ay to pass with Trunks and 
Carts which must carry away the Gravel and other Earth in very great 
Quantity from the Hills, whereas the Cut must be very deep, to 
such Places as shall be convenient, to help to make up the said 
Banks, and otherwise to bestow the same, ann also for that when it 
shall please God that the same shall be brought to pass and full 
Effect, that the whole Ground on both Sides of the said River may 
He in one Level from the said City of London to that Place where 
the said River or Trench shall have his Beginning out of the main 
River of Lee, and to the end also that in all Places within that 
Limit and Distance all People may with great Ease and Commodity 
go in and out of their Tiltboats and other Vessels whatsoever 
without Peril, and so walk by Foot as long as it shall please them, 
and also that the Bargemen may upon the same Ground, without 
offending any other, draw their Vessels from Place to Place alongst 
the same, as of like they shall be driven to do against the Stream, 
being loden. 

L ord Mayor, n. And be it enacted, That the said Mayor, Commonalty, and 
&c. to agree and Citizens, and their Successors for ever, shall have the said 
~it~Own~'s Ground alongst all the said whole Length for such Composition as 
r~~ui;~~.n they shall make with the Lords, Owners, and Occupiers of the Soil 

and ,Ground. 

R eparations Ill. Provided always, and be it enacted, That if in the new Cut 
in new Cut to there happen any Breaches, Inundations, or Hurts, the Mayor and 
be made at

f 
Citizens of London shall stop the Breaches at their own Charges, and 

Expense 0 •• h fi T ' T' Mayor, &c. so mamtam t em rom Hue to lme. 

Conservancy IV. And he. ~t also enacted, That the said . L?r~ Mayor, C<;>m-
vested in monalty, and CItlzens shall have the whole J Ul'lSdlctlOn, COnSerVICe, 
L ord Mayor, Rule, and Government, as well of the said new cut River, and 
&c. Ground of each Side, as also the Royalty of the Fish and Fishing of 

the same, and Profits of the said Ground, Soil, and Water, to them 
and their Successors for ever, and also shall have Authority to punish 

as 



I 0 EL'IZABETHlE, Cap. IS. 
11\ 1\11 fln h T ransgressors as shall offend in the breaking of such 

ood I'd J'I; as shall be hereafter made for such of the Queen's 
I ~jl. ty', I 'ubjects as shall have Occasion to travel and pass by the 

11111 I ' w cut R iver, as also every other Person and Persons which 
11Idl hI' 'Hk such good and wholesome Rules and Orders as shall be 
\ 'ovi I d and ordained for the Preservation, keeping, and maintaining 

( I' i ll . t id R iver and every Part thereof. 

V. nd further be it enacted, That the Sheriffs and J llstices of After new 

5 

t il l Jl It' , and such other as it shall please the Lord Chancellor or Cut m~de 
L I'd P r of the Great Seal to put in Commission for the same, and fimshed, 

IlH W( 11 f Middlesex, E ssex, as of Hel'ifoTdshi1'e, or the more of ~:e kS~~~;o 
t h( 1\1 hy th i1' D iscretions, shall, at the Costs and Charges of the repair by 
( , HlllLry, after that the said new Cut shall be made and finished, ~ommis-
('11 II H i ll same from such Place whereas the said new Cut shall ~!One;Stt~ be 
lwgin unto t he Town of W a're, alongst the said River, to be suffi- appom e " 
d ' IJLly cl ansed of all the Shelfes and Shallows, and to bring the 
,t\m 1.0:1. onvenient Depth in all Places for the Passage of Barges, 
Tilt 11 L\.. 1:;, ttL1U th er Vessels in as good and convenient Depth all the 
Way fill ame as shall be made and continued in the aforesaid 
11 W 1 iv r by th e Mayor, Commonalty, and Citizens of the said 
(' il y 0(' T)ondon, and so to continu e the same ft'om T ime to Time, 
UpOIJ Lh 1 ni n ~ th 1" f t be l irnit d and levied by the Discretions 
)/' I II I ui d 'e ln miHsi 1,1 rs 0 1' t he more Part of t hem; and also that 

,, " ( 111t ' I' B ll i ld i ll ~ '. H1Hl hsta I 'R flL(\n lin t')' in r u pon the said R iver 
, ]Ii '11 lil t Y IJ I f(HlIld Inlp 'u ·11111 '11 tH r L,ts to tltis 'ood Work may 
h I' ' 1IlOV 'd and tal n away, to th cn rl that this may be a good and 
pI di ('t. W r1 , an 1 by t il e G race of G od to such good Effect amI 
('Oll ll ll dit.y U' is 11 ped and looked for. 

V I . P.' vid cl alwav, and be it enacted, That this Act shall not Act not to 
I ', I 'lid I( 1nl :\wny any Building, Lock, or Obstacle which by extend to 

till lIid ~ '(j llln li. I'd n I' or the more Part of them shall be thought ~~l~~~g~nlc, 
Illlt tll II llId" I' th' Passage of Boats or Vessels by and through the unless same 
IlId Hi" .', interfere:with 

Navigation of 
, the River. 

lid h L fu rther enacted, That the Mayor, Commonalty, H cl 
11 1(' l ,ondon shall make and maintain, at their Costs and Fe~IC~~s, &c 

( 11111 'I , lI (' h fHIfTi ient Hedges and Fences as shall be requisite to be ~ade: I 

)1I\f W 'Ill th r unds so by them to be taken to the Use abovesaid I 
IItld t 11 (' I'O lllld :s of other Owners, al)d also convenient Bridges and I -
\i 0)' ((ll' 1. 11 Pa sag f the Q ueen's Subjects and their Carriages. J\ 

VIII. P rovided always, and be it flJlt her nacted by the Autho- Appoint-
rity :trol' Raid, T hat th orcl Chanc 1101' or Lord Keeper of the m~n~ofCom. 
G r at Seal of England for th e Time being shall and may, by hi s mlSSlOners. 

D i. c retion, and at the Request of the said Lord Mayor, Commonalty, 
(mc! Citizens for the T ime being, appoint and authorize, by Commis-
sion under the Great Seal of England, Sixteen Commissioners, 
whereof Four to be of the said City of London, and the other 
T welve to be of the Counties adjoining to the said River of Lee, 
viz.. , Four of every of the ~hires of Essex, Middlesex, and Hertj'oTd-
shzre, and every of the SaId Twelve having Lands, Tenements, or 

B Here-



6 130 ELIZABETHiE, Cap. IS. 
Hereditaments of the clear yearly Value of Forty Marks in the 
same Shires or some of them, and not being Citizens of London 
using the Trade of Me~'chanc.lize, which Sixteen Commissioners or 
the more Number of them shall have full Power and lawful Authority 
to treat, agree, and compound with such Numbers of the Freeholders 
and Inhabitants of the said Counties as to their Discretions shall seem 
meet and convenient for the scouring, cleansing, repairing, and 
keeping of the said River of Lee from such Place whereas the said 
new River or Cut shall have the Beginning unto the said Town of 
Wm'e in such Sort as the same may be navigable for Boats, Barges, 
and other Vessels. 

Works not to IX. And further be it enacted, That until or before such Order 

t~elleCxecut~d or Means be devised and agreed upon by the said Commissioners, 
1 ommlS- d I . d C .. d . h I~T' h C si on returned an t le sal om mISSIOn returne mto t e :-.llg ourt of Chancery, 

into Chan- it shall not be lawful to the said Lord Mayor, Citizens, and Com­
cel'y. monalty to put the said digging, trenching, or new cutting of the 

said Ri.ver. in execution, ~or .to c~t or take in any Ground by 
force of this Statute, anythmg m this Act to the contrary notwith­
standing. 

As to the 
taking of 
Lands. 

X. And be it further enacted, That the Mayors, Citizens, and 
Commonalty of London shall not by virtue of this Act take any 
Man's Ground until they have compounded with the Owners of the 
same Ground, and shall within Ten Years next after the End of the 
Session of this Parliament cut and finish the same. 

Free Passage XI. Provided alway, and be it enacted, That aU the Queen's 
through Subjects, their Boats ind Vessels, shall have fi'ee Passage through the 
Hiver pre· said River, as well the new Cut as the old River, without Interrup­
served. tion or Molestation by reason of or for his or their Passage as in other 

common Hivers and Waters they lawfully may do: Provided alway, 
that this Law shall not extend to make the said River to be cleansed 
otherwise than any Persons be or shall be compellable by the Law or 
by the Statute of Sewers to cleanse the same. 

As to Cases XII. Provided also, and be it enac:ted, That if any Person shall 
of Refusal to refuse to be reasonably compounded WIth for Ground to be taken in 
compound for the said new Cut and Banks, then the said Sixteen Commis­
forbCJrouknd. sioners or the more Part of them shall appoint and determine the 
to e ta en . . dB' b b h hP' d IS' J'. for Works. ComposItIOn an argam etween ot. t e artles, an t ~e atlslac-

COlnpensa­
tion to 
Owners of 
Mills. 

tion for sllch Ground, and aU Ways, Bndges, and other Thmgs to the 
same pertaining. 

XIII. Provided alway, and be it further enacted, That if the 
said new Cut shall be the Mean and Occasion that any Mills 
beneath or above the Beginning of the said new Cut shall be by 
virtue of this Act destroyed, or the Profit thereof decayed by Want 
of Watei' then the said Lord Mayor, Commonalty, and Citizens of 
hvndon ;hall yield and pay to the Owners of such Mills so decayed, 
and to such Persons as shall have any Detriment or Loss by such 
Decay, such reasonabl~ Recompen~e :in Money or yea!'}y Rent or 
otherwise as the said SIxteen CommISSIOners, or other SIxteen Com-

6 mlssIOners 
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1 :~I! h LIZABETH~, Cap. IS. 
III liJ I rm to be chosen and authorized, Of any Twelve 

tI f It Ill , 1111 11 d l rmin and appoint, and that such Owners, their 
11 III lit I HHi 11 /01 , HIItlIl have such reasonable Remedy by Action of 
I) 'ltl III Oi ll l ll' () Lherwise, to recover, have, and obtain 'the said 
J( 11 ' IIlIp Ih ' l " t h ord Chancellor or Lord Keeper of the Great 

I "'Id ( r Nil frill,!, f r the Time being, together with the said Sixteen 
( ' 01111111 O J' with any Twelve of them, shall appoint, anything 
,tI f I1 h ntrary notwithstanding. 

LONDON: 
I'd llll d by BORGE EDwARD EYRE and WILLIAM SPOTTISWOODE, 

1 rioters to the Queen's most Excellent Majesty. 1850. 
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