




Miss 0 E P Dean 
'16 Roundhill 
Waltham Abbay 
Essex 
EN9 1UQ 

Dear ~1isa De n 

COLONEL f T FISHER 

"\J\j J\sc J 30 

512/445 

LS/65 - ENQ '203 

11 Jan 1960 

I am afraid w hav v ry little to offer on the subject of Colonel Fisher, 
except for the nclosed photograph taken during hie period of office a8 
Superintendent of the RGPf. 

No obituary i avail ble from e6 er The Times or th RA Journal. How ver, 
you could consult the Waltham Abbey nd Seveno ka Press (When he died, on 
15 May 1938, Fisher liv d at Rocklanda, Granville Ro d, Sevenoaks, Kent). 

Detail from Who Wa Who show that Fisher w 
9 \it , i t - tjtm!O"1TrtlI-nvr..-r'nrwmrad'lc:lOlaa-Q!:="===::::":::::=':=: 

Harrow and th Royal Milit ry Aa demy, Woolwich. In the Royal Artillery from 
1882 to 191', he bec Colonel subst ntive in 1913. Post of authority held 
include Superintendent of th Royal Arsenal 1901-7, Sup rintend nt of Experiments, 
Shoeburyne s, 1908-9; and Sup rintendent of the RGPF Wa1tha Abbey nd RSAF 
Enfield Lock 1909-17. 

Thi 'Establishment' background i very much reflected in th m n who igned th 
1909-10 RGPf annual report and regretted th loa of boy 1 bour for purely 
economic reasons (photocopy enclosed). H wae not a reformer! 

We caan ee this militsry mind at work behind reorganisation of procedure. at th 
RSAF, det iled in the annu 1 report of th RSAF for th e year. There ie 
much mention of "economy" and "costa". An improvement in th booking of piece 
work, invol~ "the form tion of a c ntral card e ction" which was to b 
"etaffed by book-keepers drawn from th Factory:. nd not r placed". Altogether 
n efficient holder of the post of Superintend nt. 

I hop thiB information will b h Ipful to you. Apart from an approach to the 
Sevenoaks and Walth m Abbey Press, I c n only suggest that you might gathar more 
details from an approach to the Library of the Royal Artillery Institution; Royal 
Military Ac d my, Academy Road, London, SE10 40N (Tels 01-656 55)) Ext 252). 

Yours incerely 

G H 5 PRYOR 
L1br r1 n 
ENCS 



MISCELLANY 
A LIST OF NEWSPAPER ARTICLES FROM THE WEEKLY TELEGRAPH 1915-17 

1915 Jan 1 Serious floods, many workshops of RGPF under several feet 
Jan 19 Nobel's pay system severly criticised 
Apr 2 RGPF worker charged with theft 
Apr 16 New dwellings for Nobel workers in Sewardstone Road 
Apr 23 Soldiers entertained at Nobels 
Apr 30 The King and Lord Kitchener visit Walthm Abbey Mills 
May 7 Account of King's visit to RGPF 
May 14 Government stores, the case for Waltham Abbey 
Jun 18 Mrs Churchill visits Nobel Factory at Farm Hill 
Aug 27 RGPF employees Union. Cubicle huts for munition workers 
Sep 17 Government workers , rise of wages granted. 
Dec 3 Charles Adams accidentally knocked down by motor car driven 

by Col. Fisher, Supt. RGPF 
Dec 10 Darkened streets tragedy. Mrs Young, wife of RGPF worker went 

to factory to hand in medical certificate for husband - fell in river 
in dark and drowned. 

Dec 24 The Liquor Order; Waltham Abbey munitions workers protest 

11916 Jan 7' Govt. worker tragic death-Samuel Berry of RGPF blown in to 
River Lea 

May 5 Women in Royal factories. Some 4000 women to be taken on at 

Jun 16 
Sep 22 

1917 Jan 12 

RSAF, RGPF munition factories 
Sir Frederick Nathan, formerly Supt, visitis RGPF 
Child labour in Nobels Factory 
Roads in bad shape due to heavy traffic and weather. Ministry of 
Munitions should provide Council with labour and grant railway 
facilities to bring in necessary material 

Feb 22 Nobels Fire Brigade Dinner 
Feb 23 Chewing Cordite! Acetone and cordite being chewed in facto ry 
Mar 30 Danger to RGPF. Live match found in fibre bale sent from 

Edmonton factory 

It would be fascinating to follow up some of these ~tories . Presumably the original papers are 
all archived somewhere . 
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DOES THIS REMIND 
ANYONE OF SOME 
OF THE STORE MEN 
AT WAL THAM ABBEY? 

" Your P?lnt l ng At l.t won 't , help -th e compute~ r"~ord 
8how~ none +n stock." 
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