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• 

Receipt for 1,8001b 
. of Guy Fawke8~ 

gunpowder found 
By GERALD BARTLETT 

AN official receipt for the barrels of 
gunpowder with which Guy Fawkes 

intended to kill , K,ing James I and members 
of Parliament on Nov. 5, 1605, has :been 
-discovered at!: the Public ' Record Office in 
London. torians that have worked upon 

and researched this, ' I am 
The receipt in the debe:n.- amazed that none of them 

ture books is dated Nov. 7, have ever thought to look in 

1605. the debenture books which is 
where one would expect to find 

It records t1he arriva,l, at suoh evidence. ~ 
the Tower of London, of 1,800 "They are open for all to 
Lb of gl\lI1;p'o,wde>r from a see and this dooument was by 

no means concealed." cella'r beneattlh Parlhament 
An Ordnance hundredweight, 

House. Dr Rodger eXipla'ined, was loon, 
A 5epa,rate record shows it and gun'powder was stored in 

cost 155 6d to move Vhe gun- 100lb ba.rrels or 501b half-
powder to the Tower. barre'ls. 

Dr Nioh'o],as Rodger, 28, an "But the Ordnance clerks 
assistant keeper of the PulbHc were in the habit of referrin'g 
Records, found the notation in to ha,Jf.'barrels as 'barrels.' The 
just five .minutes in reSponse late Dr Gardiner, in his book 
to a query on the a,bsence of on the plot, refers to '36 
evidence surrounding the gwn- barrels' of powder, though he 
powder. ( does not, unfortunately n'ame 

his source. 
For blowlng up house "It may be that he was 

Issued by the O'l'dnance Board talkin.g about what were in fact: 
then responsibIeJor i-ssuun'g and ha.JfJbarreIs, an which case his 
storing weapons and ammuni- figure would be accurate." 
tion, the fl'otati(}n i\5 written in 
a neat italic hand and reads: Inferior explosive 
Septimo die Nevembris, 1605, Corn-powder was an idferior 

Anno ·regni R. Jacobi tertio. grade of gunl»Owder. :' But 
Receaved into his Majesties 1800lb of the ex-plosive .would 

srore witJh!in Th'office of Th' shll do considera,bile damage, 
O-rdenaun·ce from out of t'he Scotland Yard and Al1my.explo­
Vault undernethe tJhe Par- sives e}{'!ierts a,g'reed last -night. 
Hamt howse Corne powder "It depends where the eXiplo­
XVIII" weighte decaied, wch sive is placed, how ooncentrated 
was there laide and pl1aced the barrels are together an.d. 
for th e blowinge Utp of t'he whe~her explosion is silmuHa­
said howse and destmotion of neous. A lot depends of 'course 
the King5 Ma.jestie, tlhe on the strength of the tftrget," 
Nobilitie and Commonalitie said one expert. 
there assembled. Guv Fawkes, son of a notary 

Receaved as aforesaid, Come of the ecclesiastical Ilourts, 
powder decaied, XVIIIc wt. became an ardent ,Roman 

Cwwes (crowbars) or yron wjth Catholic after the death >of his 
rownd pomm'ells or heads, father in 1579 and his mother's 
twoe. remarri'lJ!e. 
For many years some his- Tn 11104 he became associated 

torians have cited the absence with R(lhert Catp.shy. T-flomas 
of any proof of the g·unpow- Percv ,' Thomas Winter~ .. J'ohn 
der's existence as circumstan- Wright and other.. in the 50-
tiaI evidence <that the plot was caned Gunopowder Plot. : 
invented to discredit the His task wa~ to explode the 
Catholics. g'UlJlDowder. He wa. a,PI"ested 

Not mentioned ao he enterp.d thp. cena·r Qn "he 
nhrht of Nov. 4·5. ant\ after 

Dr Rodger said he did not hrtIJre ann trial. was ha'lH!p.<t, 
realise the importance of his drawn and nuartered' W1ith 
discovery until he mentioned it several accomolices. 

, to a colleague, wh() told him 
that <the n(}tation was not men­
tioned in historical accounts of 
the Gunpowder Plot. Some 
a'ccounts said there was no evi-
dence of the gunpowde-r's 
existence. 

Dr Rod.ger said last night: 
"In view of the eminent his-

/ 
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£17,500 
RING IN 
CO'RPSE 

I I 

A: FOUR·CARAT diam~~d 
'I'in·g, valued at about 

£l7,500 "md stolen more 
than a year a g'o, has been 
di ocovBred in the stomaoo 
of a Michig!aill prison in­
mate d:u J:)in'g a pos t mortem 
exami'Il'ra.~on. . ' ,. ' , 
The ring w~s retU'~iled to its 
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By GERALD BARTLET T 

owners, the Fifth · Avenue finn 
of Danaos after it was found 
inside the . body of Peter 
Lazaros, 44, a conv,ioted PCll'­
jurer, who died on Friday of ' 
unknown causes ', in a : jail art 
Pontiac. . : ' .' 

AN official , receipt f~r , the ~~ITels of 
gunpowder with ' which Guy ' Fawkes 

intended to kill King James I and: members 
of Parliament on Nov. ,5, 1605" :has :,been 
{liscovered .at the 'public ' Record , Office in 

Ass ista nt Co~ptroller of :' 
's Office, on parade at 
terdaY-<witlh the Queen's " 
enting new colours to the 
of the Grenadier Guards. ' 

"It was one "of 'the great 
cons of all time," Robert 
Bullen, a spokesman . for ,the 
firm said yesterday. Mr Bullen 
said Lazaros-knowri as "Peter 
the Greek ~-was staying at 
Manha N:an 's Pierre ~()tel on 
Jan. 19 last year when he 
asked the fl·rm to , send UP an 
assortment of diamonds. 

"We sent up a -sales repre­
sentative and an assistant," 
said Mr Bullen, . " Th~re all 
a,round hem, w:here a iYa'rber, 
an . optician. a masseuse. a 
manicurist, a caterer , all these 
people hovering about him. as 
a diversion of course." 

Pacemaker excuse 
When the sales staff left 

they discovered a four-carat 
ring composed of two dia­
monds set in platinum was 
missing, Returning they "en­
countered a theatrical routine 
you would not believe." Mr' 
BuJ]en, said. . 

Lazaros had !I pacemaker, 
and asked: ," Why are you 
troubling a sick m,an?" 

The Fifth Al{enue firm later 
filed an insurance ,claim wjth 
Lloyd's and was l>ald., about 
£8,500-U Pr. ' .~ . 

ARROW ' ntAtI;I'; ': 
A French 4adustl-falist ' hunt-

ing lions in Ohald ·died' wi-t):lin 
15 minutes at1ter bang liLt by a 
poisoned alJ'I'Ow fired by African 
lmshmen, police reported , in 
Paris yesterday. He : I was 

. Charles Vauchier, .55, pf Do~, 
eastern Francej,U PI: . . , : . , 

ells car aftlfr drivi~g'; :: 
'. . i. . ,.- _t-

ut WO''!le~ . cycZ.ists I.', .', I 

to be in immaculate condition. , gkls were kn.oaked .. off ,~ i~eir 
It was used ' in two attacks . ~icycJes by ,the same car ~'Ith~ 

on women cydists early on Frj: ,m half-an-hour, although only 
day in the Putney area.,In the ,one wa~ attacked. ~ " 
s~cond inc!dent an 18-yea~-?ld" The car was then offered fqr 
gIrl .was 'P'llCked up and dn~en 'sale at an auction at FriIT/~y 
a ml,le and a half before ibemg Bridge, neac .Farnborough, .but 
raped. ' \ 'was withdrawn because it d,id 

Police .believe the car's inno: not reach the reserve of £200. 
cent .purchase\ ha,s no id,ea they Sl1ortlt. before Friday's 
want to trace It. - attack the vehkle was seen in 

A couple of months ago two the Epsom and Ewell Meas. 

, .... 

. .. 't . 

, London. 
The receipt in the deben­

'ture books is dated Nov. 7, 
1605. 

torians th'at have workC1l upon 
and : researched this, I am 
amazed that none of them 
haVE) ever thought to look in 
the :debenture books which is 
where one would expect .to find 
such evidence, • 
. "They are open for all to 
see and ' this document was by 
no means concealed." 

An Ordna·nce hundredweight, 
Dr Rod'ger eX'pla-ined, was 100,1b 

A sepa'rate record Shows it and gun'Powder was stored in 
cost lSs 6d to move the gun- 10OJ.b barrels or 50'~b half-

. It t'ecords tJhe arrival, a t 
the Towe r of London, of 1,800 
lib of gUl1powde:r from a 
ceUar ben'ea'th Pa!1lirament 
House. 

powder to tJhe Tower, barrels. 
Dr Nioh'ol<l s Rodgel', 28, <In .. But the Ordn·ance c1erk~ 

assistant keeper of the puibaic were in the habit of referrin'g 
Records, f-ound the notation in to half"barrels as 'barrels.' The 
just five .minutes in re.sponse 'late Dr Gardiner, in his book 
to, a query on th~ absence of on the plot, refers to '36 
eVidence surroundlUg tJhe gun- barrel s ' of powder, thou gh he 
powoe\' .. ' . I does not, unfortunately name 

F bl J h his source. or ow ng up ouse .. It may be tha t he was 
Issued by th.e Ordnance Board tall< in·g about what were in fa ct 

then responsible,for i'ssuring and ha.]f"barre'ls on which case his 
storing weapons and ammuni· figure wouid be accurate." 
t ion, tJhe notation its written in . ' '. 
a neat it'alic hand and rea'<ls: . Inf.erior explosive 
Sept imo die Nevrembl1s, 1605, Corn-powde'r was an idfer ior 

Anno ;regni R. Jacobi tertio. grade of g,urlipowder, 4 But 
Receavred . into bis ' Majesties l ,8001b of the e>""Plosive;. would 

store within 'I'h'office of Th' stiU d{) consideralYle dam age, 
Ordenaunce from ou~ of the , Scotland Yard a nd·AJ'III1y. explo­
Vau.Jt undernethe tihe Par- sives eX'Perts a'greed last -ni·gM. 
Hahlt ho~e Come, powder ' cc It depends where' the explo­
XVIlIc welgh~e decaled, wch sive is ,pla-ced, how' oon~ritrated 
was there Jal~e and pll'aced the barrels .· are to~ether flM. 
fur th e blowqnge U'P of the whether . explosion is simuHa­
said ho~se ,and d e.s tr~.obion of neolls, A lot depends of 'CO'Urs~ 
fhe .. ~mgcs . Ma'JestJe, ~e on the , streng.th of tI1e tuget," 

. Noblll t le and Commonal1tle sa id OJle expert .. ' 
tJhere assemMed, . ' Guv Fawkei : son of a notary 

Receavred . as ?foresald" Come of the ecdesfilsticM -(1ourts, 
PQwder decaled, XVIIIc wt: becam e " .'a n ardent ,Roman 

Crowes (crowba~s) or' yr9n WJ.th . Ca1:holi'C after the ' death"of his 
rownd pommells or heads,' father 'in 1579 and his mother'~ 
F
twoe. ' . . .,. . . remar.nia ire,; . . 
. or . many fears some hiS- Tn 16Q4 bebecaine assnciated 

tonans have Clted the absence · with R hert Catp.~bv T-bomas 
of any proof of the gunpow- . 0 , .. " . h 
,der's eXIstence as circumstan- Pe~cy " Thomas WIl~terc. Jo n 
tial evidence that the plot was Wrlght and other,~ m ~be so-
invented to discredit the ca'1\~d Gun'P'O'l"lder P.Jot. . 
Catholics. ' HIS :task was to explode thll 

Not mentioned 
Dr Rodger said he did not 

realise the importance ' of! his 
discove'ry until he mentioned it 
to a colleague, Who told- him 
bhat the notation was not men­
tioned in historical accounts ' of 
the Gunpowder Plot. Some 
a-ccounts said there was no evi­
dence of the gunpowder's 
existence, 

Dr Rodger said last night: 
"In vi~ of the eminent his-

i!unl)owder:. He wa< a,A'ested 
as he ' enterp.d thr. c:ena'r (,I n the 
nirtht of Nov. 4,5. ann after 
t ... rture anrl trial. was ha!ll!'p.c'I. 
drawn and ouartered' with 
several a ccomnl ices. 

l\1INES ON BEACH 
Two mines found on th~ 

beach at The Warren , near 
Folkestone, Kent, were .. blown 
up by Royal Navy explosive. 
exrperts vesterday. . . 




