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;-\ ROln an coin had been fOllllcl in th is area at 27 Sta ngrovc Road (/ \ ,.; ;. 
' Cant, Vo!. 76 (196 1) , p.202-4) and thu ..; p l'Ovoked loca l interes l. In 1971 a lu':a l 
schoo l teachcr and somc children condu cted an exca va tion with the in tenti on of 
establi shing th e area as a dcflna te site. Th e results we re not pub l i sh ,~ d , excq) t 
i1\ the loca l press, and rum ours of the discoveri cs inclu ded a courtya rd, wa ll , kil il 
and iron-smelti ng wo rk s. The trenches were left open and the teaclle r co ncern .'" 
has since go ne ab l'Oa cl . 

The 1973 exca \'a tion ai Il t,'d at trying to ~a l vage what inform a tion was le ft iil 
the ground. Not hing rela ti ng to th e ru moured st ructllres was found. A n arc ,: of 
sa nds tone ru bb le was, howe ver . record cd and th is may rep resen t a farlll -traek 
running a longside the stream. [ I ,eems proba hie that this was la id j ,)\\'n ill the 18th 
or 19th cc nturies. Somet ime afkr the middle of the 19th centur y a land-drain was 
laid east- wes t across the arca and this cut through the ru bble -track to flow into 
the stream. A substant ia l stone-built cul ve rt was then construckd to ca rry th e 
water undc r the track and the track then rcpa ircd. No thing of Roma n da te was 
found. The sitc was back-fil led and restored . 

CHART GUNPcrtvDI'"R NUltS 
The Final ho "e 

By t wlrew 11. Osbo 'ne, tUu.n./\. 

At a ll seasons, in a ll wea thcrs, a fa ithful band of vo luntcers has been con­
tinuing the work of res toring the Cha rt Gunpowder M ills a t Faversham. The aim 
of the Fa versham Soc iety is not to make a sta ti c " muse ulll piece," but to restore 
one mill to full working order. 

When !he 5-ton wa ter- wheel begins to turn aga in, its bearings will be SU[lJ': )J' ted 
by mass ive brick walls tha t are now sa fe from co ll a pse. These walls a re 3fL. thick 
and llft. high and they each weigh 25 -tons, bu t ti mbers buil t into them had almos t 
comple tely rotted away, so tha t in places the walls were su pported on soft mud. 
It appea rs tha t in the original construction the stone and brick cha nnels were 
built first, found ed on 4in. x 4in , iron-shod timber piles. (Some pile shoes have 
been retrieved). About 1ft. above the stone fl oor of the mill race the brick side 
walls were thickened fro m lft. 6in. to 3ft. to support the bearings of the wheel. It 
was at this point tha t two 1 in. pitch pine plan ks were introduced, The volunteers 
have shored up the wa ll s, removed the mud and rotten li mber and rammed dry 
concrcte in its place . 

A number of wheels and worn and damaged contponents in the mill have 
had to be replaced. A 4in. di ameter ax le weighing ove r 3}-cwt. has been made. 
Naves for the stone edge-runners have been fashioned fro m solid pieces of English 
elm 16in. squa re and ove r 3ft. long. Frames for the inge nio us sliding bearings of the 
mill have been cast and machined, as well as eight brc'.\ ze bearing linings weighing 
over 20lb. each. New oak dri ve brackets have been made and fitted to the crown 
wheel. The elm and oak crown whee l and axle have been restored, with new 

X9 



- . ,--
, . : '. ' : { ~ ~ ' f, ~ .. ;;f'·::.'-!r:' ·-:~:·· ' -,-.-

, . 
/.:(" •.. {. 

J' : 

7'. I 
1'" :- . /. 

.- -f..' ;;;:;..~-:---, . ---_/ 
~".~/ .. 

-
" . :,.-

\, 

. \' 
\; ... -

-, 

t-
- ... ~ 1 \ 

t-
o 

.' 
r 

- .-----~--~~-.---'------

. ! 
..J 

...• ~ 

sectio ns fltt cd in place of rollen ones and new beec h tee th pegged in place. Every 
wheel a nd shaft (including the 5·ton water-whee l) has been lifted from its bea rings 
with jacks and slings and th e bearings clea ned and rc-levelled . All the parts arc 
bcing reasse mbled by vo luntary engineers under the direction of Mr. Norman 
Cotton. 

The drenching tank" with its operating gear is a lmost comp lete ly res torcd. It 
was designcd to operate automatically if there was a n explosion, di scharging 35 
ga ll ons of wa ter into the mill pan. 

The nex t ta s ~ is to construct a protec ti ve cover over the water·whee l. Originall y 
the wa te r- whee ls were covered by a pitched roof of pine board ing between each 
pa ir of mill buildings, with oak and iron grill s at front and back. As only onc 
mill is to be full y restored the design has to be slightly amended . Onc side of the 
;:1 ew whee l shed will be left open so that th e wheel can bc seen, but with bars to 
protect it against vanda ls. This structure will also support the gearing which 
operates the slui ce th at cont ro ls the amount of water falling on the wheel and 
therefore it s run ning speecl. 

The foundation s of the ot her three mills have been conso lidated and in onc 
of them the under Aoo r drainage sys tem has bee n res tored. As the mil l pond has 
been fill ed and developed as a housing esta te, the Fa versham Society has con­
st ructed a new brick flum e and the Lower Medway In ternal Dra inage Boa rd has 
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constructcd a cul ve rt di ve rting the ma in strea m into the mill race of the seco nd, 
uGnres toreci, [Jail' of mills. A sluice all ows this water to b~ held back and di verted 
tll wo rk the water-wh eel of the res tored mill. Although th e capacity of t:le feede r 
stream above the mill is mu ch l es~ than tha t of a mill pond, it is hoped that enough 
water can be held to run th e mi ll 1'01' Cl few hours on high days and holidays. 

The br ick-pa ved mill wa lk has been repaired and a matching a rea of brick 
laid bchind the mill. (Bricks we re lI ';ed for these [Jath s by the orig inal builders 
to reduce the ri sk of spa rk s be ing ~ lr uck from meta l and ca using an explos ion). 
The remaining iron ra ilings have been co llected together and r ;~s torecl, with miss ing 
parts replaced. They ha ve bee n crecled 'a long the mi ll walk by the ta il race. A 
promine nt feat ure of the mill wa lk is the olel gas- lamp sta nda rd whi eh stood Cl 

few ya rds away on the ea rri age dri ve to St. Ann's House (d emo lished eight yea r;; 
ago). Jt has bee n converted to e lec tri city and is no\\' connec tcd to the stree t li gl !ti ng 
circu it of the housing esta le. 

The cast iron water-w heel had to bc cleared of a thi ek laye r of ha rd -\vutc r 
sca le built up over the many years it was in use. Volu nteers used pneum atic 
ch ise ls, scale rs and wire brushes . 11 is a lm os t read y to rece ive lhe 64 new iroll 
vanes, weighing together ove r Cl ton. They wi ll be fixed to 192 shaped oak pegs 
tenoned into slo ts in the iron wileGI and he ld in pl ace by 384 spec ially forged bo lt~. 

The Exp losives Resea rch and Deve lopment Estab li shment at Wallham Abbey 
has devised and Drovickd a qu ant ity of gunpowder simul ant. Tt looks exac tly like 
the "gree n ch arge" of powder that \\ ' ,! ~ incorporated (mixed under pressure) at 
Chart Mills . But it is chemica lly inert , and when used in the res tored mill it i', 
guarantecd not to explode ' . 

The port ion of the mills not dedicated to the Borough Council by the 
developers has been bo ught by the Soc iety and presented to the town. Thc purchase 
pri ce agreed with the devc loDers was £750 but they elaim ed an additiona l £220 
in rfspec t of a storm water sewer tha t had to be constru cted across pa rt of th e 
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site. This sewer has nothing to do wi th th e mill s but serves a porti on of the M2 motorway, but the Society reluctant ly decided to meet thi s cla im. Th .~ was a considerable setback and mea ns tha t money is s ti ll need ed to complete the scheme. H owever, the Depa rtment of the E nvironment has made a n ex gratia paymen t of £100, m a inly due to tb e good ofIices of M r. R oger Moate, M .P . for fa versha ll1 . 
The Society est imates (h at when resto ration is complete work va lued at £16,000 will have been carried o ut for a cost of abou t £3,500, th anks to the help of volun teer labour and assistance with mate ri a ls from many loca l a nd national firms. Their names are to be recorded in (he brochure to mark th e forma l open ing of the mills. 
F ina ll y q tree planting and land scape scheme has been prepared by a landscape a rchitect. The Soc iety hopes that before lo ng the heavy wo rk will be completed, the planting . carri ed out, and the site left to mature for the en joyment of future genera ti ons, un dis turbed but for th e sound of running water and the occas ional rumbling of the mi ll. 

LETTERS TO TIlE m ITOR 
Dea r l\1adam, 

The s tati st ical exami nation of the orig in of Ca rbon depos its is of interest on many Kent s ites a nd can provide exte n sive Imowl edge of the local fl ora in anc ient times. 
I am in possession of 28 photog raphs of va l"ious carbons from a ll the trees common to the County until ve ry rece nt years, and th is has greatly assisted r esea rches in seve ral fie lds. 

I s h a ll be pleased to offer copies of th ese photog t'aphs at a pt'ice of 25p pe r set of 28 and a ny profit m a de will be donated to the Council for Kentish Archaeology. This offe r is ope n to any archaeolog ist or histol"i a n in K e nt or furthet· afield. Cheques, etc. , should be made payable to 'Counc il for Kenti s h luchaeology ' and orde rs sent to P. S. Bethell, A.I.B., Edge fi eld, Green Street Green Road, Dartford, Kent. 

Dear Madam, 
Tu do r B locldlOUSC "t C,."vcscn d 

Yours s ince rely, 
PHIL Ll P S . BETHE LL. 

The a rticle "Tudo r Bloclzhouse at Gravesend" in K .A.R. No . 30 (1972) announced a sea rch for a "Lost" Tudor defe ns ive s ite a t the ~ide of the t'iver Thames at Grav ese nd . \Vith the ldnd permission of t he Gravese nd Corporation, a short re connais~ance excava­tion was ca nicd out dur in ,; January an d F ebruary of this year which r esulted in the di scovery o f sub~tan tia l ch" l); foundations and building debris . Furthe r \\"ork will be carried out "-t weekends throll " h October, Novem b., r and December to complete identi ­fication ano. recove r more of t he plan. Anyone \\"h o is interested in helping a t th is pleasantly s ituated rive r side site w ill be welc om e. All those interested plea se write to me at Fl a t 2, 29 H a rmer Street, Gravese nd, K e" t for det ai ls an d map sh owi ng location of s ite. 
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You 1"5 faithfully, 
VICTOR T . C. SM ITH. 

Graye sc nd, K e nt. 




